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BI G PHIC L PREF CE

.. H mor fit for IdIn' tha for th
g ment of hi bj ct3; h died th
hm • and watched the tars. but forg
th 'arth. and 10 t hi kingdom."

-Mariana

Alfonso the Tenth, called the Learned,
the Wise or the Sage was born at Burgo

ovember 23rd 1221. On the death of his
fa her Ferdinand the Third aint F rdi­
nand in 1252 he ascended to the crowns of
Castilla and Le6n. In 1257 he was named
Emperor of Germany by four of the elec­
tors but was quietly superseded by
Rudolph of the Hapsburg family. ore
skilled in poetry, geometry, astronomy,
chemistry and the occult sciences than he
was in the ability of holding his throne he

as depo by his son Sancho in 12 2.

The fortun of the man to whom above

lall others i credited the nourishing of thel
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early literature of pain. fell so 1 w before
his death (at illa pril 4th 12 4) that
he as forced to rit the letter hich the

pani h eadem eall inimita le in its

I
pr one of the po erful uzman
famil :

. u in on. nzo Perez de Guzman: .I
as Tickn r tran la d it Iy affiicti n is
gr at au e it has fallen fr m uch a
height that it will b s n afar; and as it hasl
fallen on me who am the friend of all the
world in all the orId will m n know
thi m mi ortun and i harpn
which I uffer unju 1 from m

y m fri d and b m pr la

, ho. i ead of ttin peace t y n us
hay pu mischi f n under r t pre-
tenc or covertly but with bold openn
And thu I find no pr tection in min 0 n
land n ither defender nor champi n; and

et hav I not de rv it at th ir hands

l
unl i yere f r the good I have done
th m. And no inc in mine 0 yn land
the d i ye who hould have senyed and
assi t me needful i it that I hould eek
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abroad tho who will kindly care for me;
and since they of Castile have been false to
me none can think i ill that I ask help
among tho of Benamarin. For if my n
are mine enemies, i will n hen be or n
ha I take mine enemi 0 be m n .

enemi ac rding 0 he law but no fI
free choice. d su h i the g king

ben Jusaf' for I 10 e and alue him much
and he will not despis me or fail ID ; f r

e are at truce. I know al 0 how much you
are his and ho much he loves you and
with g cause and ho much he will do
through our good c unsel. Tb r fore
look no a the thin past, but at the
things pr nt. Consid r of what lineage

ou are come and that at some time h re-

l

after I may do you good and if I do it not
that your wn good d d hall be it own
good reward. Therefor my cousin lonzo
Perez de Guzman do so much for me ith
my lord and our friend, that on pledge of
the mo pr cious ero n tha I have and
the je els thereof he should lend me so
much as he may hold 0 be just. d if

3
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I

L IETE PARTID

Sevilla eynardo ngut
and tanislao polollo

Qc ober 25th 1491

[Ta le of cont n beginning: J I qui oll ti n

c mi n~an 10 itul dela p imeraPartida.
I ° ig. a1.- p 01 o. sig. aij-aiij.- ~ qui
comi n~ la Plim ra partida I que fabla de
todas las cofas q per I tenef~- ala fe
catholica: que faze al I onble c no(~er

adi pOl creen~ia. [in red] I V
O sig. a iij_

° k5.- I qui comi n~ los titulos dela fe
I gun a partida. I ° sig. mi._ I prologo. I
[and] I qui comien~a la fegunda partida 11

deft lib20. que fa la delos enpera dOles z;

del reyes: z; del 0 ros I grandes eD.0les
dela tierra que la han de mantener en
iufti~ia z; erq I dad. I [in red] I sig. m ij-
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° sig. u7
.- I qui comien9a. los ti ulos dela

ter ~ra partida. I ig. aaii--v0 sig. aai(- I
qui c mien~ e1 p ohemio: ° ig. aaij

(second co1umn).- qui comien a la
ter ra partida que fab1a de1a iufti9ia que
es 02d n I de iuyzio para def-bargar 10s
p1ey I to . I [in red] sig. bb1-oo5

.- I qui
comien9an 10s titulos z; las I ley de1a
quarta partida. I ig. ij-'ll0 Aiii(_ I pro­
logo. IV

O ig. iiij (second column).- I qui
comien9a la quarta partida I que habla
delos d fpof02ios z; de I 10 cafamien os.
[in red] ig. iiiii--v0 E-4.-1 Aqui comien~n
los itul de~ la quinta Partida. I V

O

sig. Gi.-I qui comien el P2010go. I [and
second column in red:] I qui comien9a la
quinta Partida I defte lib20. que fab1a de10s
enp2eQ I ftidos z; delas vendidas z; de1as
co I p2as z; delos canbi s. z; de tod I 105
otros p1eitos z; pofturas que fa I zen 10s
onb entrefi de qual na~ I tura quier que
rean. I si . Gij-. F.- I qui comi-~ 105
titul de1a feq fta partida. que fon.
XIX. ig. ii.-[in red:] I qui comien~
el p201 o. I [and second column also in





yrl~i'f!ltIUff!rnrfliUI!ltlmUfl~I"!lt!Pf~!I"-

liM!III~~r.lii~fr4Hlfillllllliiijll!liilt· JI" M~.~'·.
iIlfllilfPI!lfnltitll11lbtnllt!nalnlr~lI;fJnuillfJIDlr;[Fnli}ltul x-s.a 1 d,iJu.i ill.&, naa l.·ni~hra.!Ii.·1 ......1hf .....!I'!l!;;I-c&" '2

Imj!1fiDimm~ijfi1iin·tHiUIII·ijijl.~mqmtmJ f

Il,lUf'!mml1ftmtliitnlmiliil·nUllitrlmJ.i!i,ii~t~ ,
I.h!lltlib~h~l!~'JflE~~l!. ·1' f~JII'I.Nirr1! •-,tIn j'

J: U!liIUdKUUMHiillnlfimHd!Ui~lluhnlitJUhHl!
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red:] I Aqui fe comien9a la fefta Parti I da
defte lib20. que fabla delos te~ !ftamentos
z; delas heren9ias. I V

o sig. AAii_EE.­
I Eftos fon los titulos dela fetena I
partida. I V

o sig. FFi [and] IAqui comien9a
el p20logo. I (second column).- I Aqui
comien9a la Setena Partida I defte nueftro
lib20. que fabla de to I das !as acu(a9iones
z; malefi9ios q \los onbzes fazen. z; que pena
meref I gen auer pozende. I [in red] sig.
FFij-v0 LL .-[Last leaf, with colophon
printers' mark, etc. as reproduced] LL9.

[416 ]1. text, 25. 1- 25.9 x 7.4-7.6 (co1.)cm.
a (rO first leaf blank)-g , h6-k6 (last leaf

blank), m (rO first leaf blank)-u (last leaf
blank), aa2 (first leaf blank), bb-mm
nn6-{)()6 (VOo05 and last leaf blank) AIO
(first leaf blank) B -D , E\ G (rO first leaf
blank)- (VO 17 and last leaf blank),

(first leaf blank)-EE (VO last leaf
blank), FF (rO first leaf blank)-KK , LVo
(VO LL9 and last leaf blank).

Gothic type, three sizes (Haebler I, 2,

4); Text in double columns 61-64 lines to
full page; Partida s headings in red;
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Initials . Printed initials; Initial spaces
(with minuscule guide letters usually)·
Running titles; 0 catchwords; Printers
device; atermarks: Crowns Crowns in
circles Swans in circles Ovoid with cross
(not in Briquet).

ote The first attempt at a codification of the
many and oftentimes contradictory laws on
the Spanish Peninsula was made by Saint
Ferdinand of Casti1la in his Setenario.
About 1256 Ferdinand's son, Alfonso the
Tenth called El Sabio after having com­
piled shorter codes the Espejo and the
F'llero Real undertook this collection which
he called El etenario also. It was finished
in about ten years but meeting with much
opposition it was not adopted as the law of
the land for another century when it be­
came known as the iete partidas the name
by hich it has since continued to be called.
It is said that 10ntesquieu was much im­
pressed with Allonso s principle that a
despot cuts down a tree, while the wise
monarch prunes it." The Partidas little
resemble the statutes of the present day
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except in their intent. The subjects of
certain of its chapters are scarcely to be
met with elsewhere, certainly not in books
of the law. That Alfonso could have made
the compilation alone is not to be con­
sidered; that he was assisted by a certain
Jacobo Ruiz, a bishop of Oviedo Fernan
Martinez, and a aestro Roldan is the
consensus of opinion of authorities on the
subject, but that he was its incentive power
and genius is doubted by none. Although
he lost sight of the practical methods of
government in his studies and theories and
so lost his kingdom nevertheless his great­
ness and right to bear the title of The Wise
has been vindicated to posterity by this
compilation alone. In it he shows himself
as the prose writer of a distinction sufficient
to make as he did Castilian the national
language. 1oreover, the fact that our own
states of Louisiana and Florida to this day
derive certain of their laws (through the
Spanish rule) from these same Siete
partidas is a proof of their greatness and
that of their author in his ability to recog-



10 TH TE TH

F (' iJllil 'If1[1] J[2] and 1[.p61 (with 1 Phonl
and prin ' devic ). (i atur to a i a ij ,

dLL ).





•
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del Castillo (with bookplate). On flyleaf is
MS. note: Comprado en Madrid, a 20

,fayo 1874. I Precw: Baa Rs. Los dos lamas.
I CerratJt Barrachina. I

In old pasteboard covers 3/4 calf .
Blue sprinkled edges· In two volumes.

-- Copy 2 32.5 x 24; leaf 31.4 x 22.

cm.
Top margins trimmed; Many S.

notes; sig. US (blank), oo6(blank), and Ai
(blank) wanting.

iiiis i;Av-vi Aiij-iiii.

In modem ellum binding drawn over
boards; Gilt tooled backs· Red title labels;
Rasped edges; In t 0 volumes.

-- Copy 3 3 2.5 x 24.5; leaf, 31.4 x 22.8
cm.

Imperfect: sig. k6 (blank) hh i , 006

(blank), Al (blank), and Al'O wanting;
Foxed· is. notes.

Aiij is Ai; Aiiij not marked.
From the library of the Escorial whose

escutcheon a grid surmounted by a crown
is impressed in blind on covers. crown
surmounted by a cr with the book s
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th r
c pi

ti le, i found n he fored as i
the cus m in markin ks (which tand
on the sh Iv ID h he foredges facing out-I
'ard ) in that library.
In old calf binding drawn over anis'

Gilt edg .

Escorial; London. B. .; Madrid. B. .
B. cad. p.; villa. B. 01.; Tol do. B.
Pro .

1end z kne of copi in the librari of
Don Joaquin Pastor at ladrid and of

nor Fl ran at Yalladolid. H r dia
had a p in his library as did Don
.Iariano lurillo.

Brune' e1lS11S 12426; Diosdado p. 146'
Escudero 13; °Floran p. 3°1; Gallardo
145' Haebl r 518 --Tip. iber. plat LII
no. 96 (with fac im. of first column of last
page as far as prin e mark)' Hain 12 26'

Heredia 2 S' Lasema 1°5 2 • • I end z­
Hidal 0 p. 9-90 no. 27; Palau' I 'a
3 23 note' Thomas' Ticknor I 46-51.





"t
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13

LAS SIETE PARTIDAS

Sevilla, Paulo de Colonia, Johanes
Pegniczer, Magno, Thomas
(Four German companions),

December 24th, 1491

I . . La p2imera [razon] el muy noble Collation

<:; muy bieaue I I turado rey don Femado
nio pad2e q era copli I do de iufticia ('; de
derecho q 10 quifiera fazer fy Imas biuiera (';
mando a nos q 10 fiziefemos. La I fegunda
pm dar ayuda <:; effuer~o alos que del Ifpues
de nos reynafen pm q pudiefen meim fo I

I frir el grand trabaio q han de mantener lof
rey I I nos los q 10 bie quifiefen fazer. La
tercera p02 I dar effuer~o ('; carrera alos
onb2es d'conofcer el I derecho ('; la razon (';
fe fopiefen guardar d' fazer I tuerto ni
yerro ('; fopiefen amar ('; obedefcer alof I
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otros fenows Cl. defpues de nos viniefen. E
efte I lib20 fue comen93-do a conponer
bifpera de fant I iuan baptifta a quatro
anos z; veynte y tres diaC I andados del
comie90 del mo reynado Cl. comen I 90
quado andaua la hera de ada en cinco mill
z; I onze anos. z:. 1xxx ij. dias. . .. z; fue
acabado def I I de Cl. fue come93-do a fiete
anos coplidos. I j[31 (last 10 lines of column
I, lines 1-7 and 23-24 of column 2).

[474] j. text, 2I.7-22X6.7-6.9 (col.) cm.
a -1 (last leaf blank) aa -ii, kk6_ll6

(last leaf blank) aaa -000 (last leaf blank),
aaaalO, bbbb -dddd, eeee10 (Vo last leaf
blank), A -F , G6 (last leaf blank); AA ­
DD, EE6_FF6 (last leaf blank), AAA8_
FFFS, GGG6 (last leaf blank).

Signatures marked with arabic figures;
c3 is marked Cl; dd2 dd1 ; H£2 is also marked
aaa3 ; Gothic type three sizes (Haebler I,

3 4); Text in double columns; 52 lines
small type to full column; Chapter head­
ings at beginning of each Parlida, in red
(13 lines on a4, 9 on aa2

, 5 on aaa2
, 4 on

aaaa3, 10 on 2, 3 on 2, 2 and 5 on





i,tillil;lllil'(llil·i~,llI1l1Mllflll'lllinlliBf. i 1~jJ~~1 ~ i I~I il'~lr~t~t If ~o

lilfif If lIJ i i it ill nf!iit if 'li,J, r I 1 I i.oo t 1 11 I} 11.. U)

ill'r~Ii11tlll~r'~I~rllill~tl(iligitlli~-
.!nJi.-lhlli11~~iift·ipnltflipli·hHll1.-1nlin. ~ l. I Il toO ~ III i le Irl' .Jlrf.y. . ~ c
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VO 2 2 onAA3, 8 on 2); Initials three
sizes (largest: AD EFL 0 S T); Run­
ning titles; 0 catchwords; Printers de ice
(in black and white); Watermarks: Hands
and stars (not in Briquet).

This is the second edition, much better otes

typographically than the first and more
frequently found which issued from the
presses at villa within three months in
1491. The first edition (q. "D.) bears the
date October twenty-fifth and had as
printers ngut and the Pole tanislao.
In this fact lies an indication of a spirit of
rivalry. Between the work of these two
companies in general there is little op­
portunity to claim that the one is the
superior of the other. This edition also has
the additions and concordances by Alfonso
Diaz de lontalvo (el doctor de mon/aluo).

Facsimiles: T. -po (Primera par/ida) Facsimil

[2] and V°J[474] (last leaf with colophon
and printers mark).

-- Copy I 30.6 x 23; leaf 29.3 x 20.
cm.
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aaaa3-4 not marked' aaaas- marked
aaaa3 4. BBB3 BBB%' EEE2 EEE3.

Excell nt copy
In old calf binding' ellow end papers;

Gilt tool d back; llow, rasped edg .

-- Copy 2 29.3 x 21.3; leaf, 28.4 x 18.9
cm.

d2 is not marked - aaaaS-6 is aaaa3 -4.

BBB2 BBB3. EEE2 EEE3.
Imperfec: 116 (lank) aaaa3"4 G

(bla~) FF6 (blank) and GGG (blank) I
wantmg.

alva-H redia copy (with ex lib,is) ac­
quired thr ugh Quaritch.

In r d calf extra; 4-line gilt border;
larbled end papers; Gilt edges.

-- C py 3 28.6 x 21.6; leaf 27. x 20.5
cm.

Imperl ct: a1 I (lank) and all after
11:» wanting' ained' Fo.oed· • I . not .

From the library of Don Francisco
Domecq Yictor Cadiz I 52 (book label).

Bound in 3/4 black morocco; Iottled
brown pasteboards; larbled end papers;

Iarbled edges.
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31.6 x 22."; leaf 29.9 x 21.-Cop
cm.

Imperfect: hh4_aaa6 (inclusive) and all
after 0007 wanting; Slightly wormed (at
beginning).

d2 is not marked
In old undressed kid binding drawn 0 er

boards' Kid clasps with t 0 bronze
manuillas' 0 end papers' Rasped edge
wi h a pricked diamond d ign probably
made when book as still complete.

Evora. B. Pro .' London B. L; ladrid.
B. . (in 3 .). Philadelphia. niv. Lib.;
Toledo. B. Prav.

R. cademia de la hi toria. BoleUn. v. R { rene

7 no. 1 (January 1921) p. 130-131' Census
12.p . Diosdado p. 75 no. S' E cudero 14;

Haebler 519 --G schicJlte p. 365 (fac im.
of colophon and printers mark) --Tip.
ib ,.pla eXLYII no. 7 (facsim.of colophon
and printers mark) plate LIX no. 90

(facsim. of first 23 lines of aa2 with last two
lines imperfect); Hain 12427; Heredia 2 6;
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Lasema 10"3' • Iendez-Hildalgo p. 90 no.
2 • Palau' Palmer p. 31-32. Proctor 9522.

Quaritch. Cat. 14 . no. 19-- f onume7zts
no. 49; al"3. 3723 (facsim. of printers
mark) ; Thomas.
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