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Seville, April 8, 1776. 

L A S ! ali our fchemes upon Africa 
came to nothing: the' inflexible 

weft wind continued blowing with uninter­
rupted fury, till the time fixed for our ftay 
at Gibraltar was elapfed; At firft We in­
tended to crofs to Tetuan, and there hire 
horfes or mules to carry us over land to Tan-
giers, Which would have afforded an oppor­
tunity of feeing a good deal of the country: 

VOL. 11. A but 
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but this project was dropped, in confequence 

of an order iffued out by the emperor of 

Morocco, prohibiting all Chriftians from 

approaching, or even looking upon the 

holy city of Tetuan, where fome Englifh-

men had lately taken liberties with the 

Mooriih women. Being difappointed in 

our firft plan, we pitched upon that of 

running over to Tangiers, and from thence 

making an excurfion into the inland parts. 

Both thefe hopes were defeated by the 

contrary winds, and we were under the 

rieceííiíy of giving up fo favourite a point, 

which, you may believe, was a moft fen-

iible mortification to us both. ¡ 

W é returned to Cadiz by our former route, 

fome trifling-deviations excepted; one of 

which was, to vifit the almoft imperceptible 

remains of the city of Carteia, where Cneius, 

fon of Pompey the Great, took refuge after 

the battle of Munda. Thefe ruins, of 

which fcarce any thing but part of a wall 

is 
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is to be feen, ftand on a rifmg ground at 
the mouth of a little river, which falls 
into J the north-weft corner of the bay. 
Writers have blundered ftrangely about 
the fituation of this town, fome placing it 
at Algeciras, or Old Gibraltar, and others fo 
far off as Tariff. The rubbifh and the quantity 
of its own coins found here, which are com­
mon enough among the Jews of Gibraltar, 
leave no room to doubt of the truth of the 
tradition which fixes it upon this fpot. In 
paffing the woods beyond Los Varlos^ we 
raifed a prodigious eagle of the golden kind: 
our fervants, who went before, took it for 
a boy muffled up in a yellowifh cloak, and 
Were fo furprifed when it took wing, that 
we could not prevail upon the man who 
carried the blunderbufs to fire at it, till it 
was got out of reach. Its colour was a 
dufky yellow lhaded with green, its head 
very fmooth and dark; about the. belly it 
was of a muddy brown. 

AS A t 
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At nightfall we came to a farm-houfe be­
longing to the duke of Medina Sidonia* 
where the fervants, in the abfence of thé 
mafter farmer, refufed to give us leave to 
pafs the night. One of our men being 
difpatched into the field, brought the far­
mer with him, very much out of humour 
at his houfe being made an inn of, and 
fully determined to pack us off about our 
bufmefs, as he fufpecled us to be little 
better than rogues and fmuggîers j indeed 
the appearance of our meffenger was not 
unfavourable to that opinion. St. Germain 
exhibited a fet of ftern features, with a 
thick black beard ; an old laced hat fiercely 
cocked hanging over his eyes ; a military 
jacket, acrofs which was flung a fcimitar 
and a pair of piftols ; dirty leather fpatter-
dafhes, a hoarfe voice, ftrange language, 
and foreign accent. All this together 
could hardly, in fuch a country, convey the 
idea] of any thing but a captain of ban­

ditti. 
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ditti. When the farmer entered his court­
yard, and faw~fuch a formidable fet of 
armed men in poiTeffion of his caftle,' he 
thought it advifable to alter his tone, and 
be very civil. We accepted his offer of a 
new barn or granary, where we pitched our 
tents, fupped, and flept very comfortably, 
having previoufly ftuffed with ffcraw the 
holes which had been left in the wall for 
the free ingrefs and egrefs of the pigeons. 

Thefe farms tenfive, and en­
tirely unconnected with their neighbours. 
Each farm has its own baker, who twice a 
week diftributes a certain quota of bread to 
every houfe-fervant, herdfman, plough-boy, 
and fhepherd. The plain about-the houfe 
is a deep rich foil, the pafturage luxuriant, 
but in many places over-run with weeds 
and rank grafs; a muddy rivulet winds 
through the flats, and is often a very trou-
blefome pafs for travellers. 
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We met with nothing remarkable on the 
road to Vegel; ftorks, whoopoops, and a 
fox, were the only living creatures we faw. 
The fun grew fo extremely powerful, that 
we were glad to pafs the noon-tide hours 
under a large tree before the door of one 
of the Jiete molinos, by the fide of a brook. 
The miller and his neighbours were very 
civil, and furnifhed us with a table, chairs, 
glaffes, and every thing neceffary for our 
repaft, one of the moft delicious I ever 
made. The old and young formed a circle 
round us, while we devoured our cold ham 
and turkey. As I perceived one. of the 
young fellows fmile and look very arch, I 
told him I hoped he was not fcandalized 
at our eating meat in Lent, as we were 
allowed that liberty, as travellers. " No, 
" no," replied he, " not I indeed; for I 
** know you belong to a happy fet of 
" people, with whom to-day is always the 
" holiday, and to-morrow the vigil and fajl" 

His 
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His joke made us laugh, and fet all his 
companions in a roar: in the height of our 
mirth and good-humour, a little old woman 
ventured to afk a tafte of a bumper of 
Malaga, which being the bottom of a bot­
tle I had given my man to drink; he 
endeavoured to put her off, with telling 
her that it was the wine of the Moors, 
confequently ungodly, and fuch as a zea­
lous Spaniard would think himfelf poifoned 
were he to put it to his lips ; however the 
old dame begged fhe might tafte it out of 
curiofity, and having once got the glafs into 
her hands, fwallowed every drop of the wine 
at one gulp, to the great aftonifhment of 
poor St. Germain: to comfort him, fhe 
affured Mm me mould have a better opinion 
of the Moors as long as fhe lived, fince 
they made and drank fuch excellent liquor. 

In about three iiours ride we got to 
Chiclana, and next day hired a bark to 
carry us to Cadiz. The rowing down the 

A 4 river 
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river was very pleafant, as by its con­

tinual winding we kept in fight of the 

pretty hill of Chiclana, till we paffed 

through the arches of the bridge of Sua-

eo into the bay. The channel through 

the fhallows is very narrow and crooked. 

The king's dock-yards at the Caraccas lie 

near the entrance ; and farther down is the 

Trocadero, or magazines and docks for 

merchantmen. The approach to the city 

is beautiful; but the flownefs of our mo­

tion, retarded by contrary winds and cur­

rents, made us heartily fick of our. water 

party. ; • 

On the 3d of April we left Cadiz, and 

in lefs than an hour landed at Port Saint 

Mary, where we were received and enter­

tained for three days by General Count 

Alexander O'Reilly, with every poffible 

demonftration of politenefs and cordiality. 

This gentleman has been of late fo much 

talked of, that I was eager to feize the 

opportunity 
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opportunity of paffing fome time with him. 
To attempt to draw his character is far 
above my powers, or thofe of any three 
day's acquaintance. It would be unfair 
and prefumptuous to decide upon the merits 
or demerits of any man on fuch flight 
grounds. He appears to be very active, 
intelligent, and fevere, in the poft of in-
fpector-general of the Spanifh infantry, an 
employment of great bufinefs. I believe 
him fkilled in tactics; to have read a great 
deal in his more advanced time of life (for 
I don't imagine his education furnifhed him 
with any great ftock of learning); to have 
feen with a penetrating eye, and to have 
ftudied profoundly the characters and weak-
neffes of men. His intrepidity in facing, 
and fteadinefs in conquering, all difficul­
ties, that may lie in his way to prefer­
ment, are fufficiently known and varioufly 
defcanted upon: his memory is prodigious; 

his 
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his judgment of men and things quick and 
precife, perhaps too peremptory. He has 
much ready wit at command, efpecially 
when he has a mind to turn the laugh 
againft any particular perfon, in which cafe 
he is aceufed of often carrying the joke too 
far; and I don't know but he may owe 
fome of his many enemies to the ridicule 
he has fometimes thrown upon them. Some 
think him rather too fond of talking, and 
of making himfelf the fubjecT: of his dif-
courfe, but they muft acknowledge he 
fpeaks with great eloquence in a variety of 
languages. His countenance and figure 
are rather comely; but a wound in his knee 
caufes him to limp, an imperfection which 
has afforded his enemies great fcope for 
raillery: the king's fondnefs for him bears 
him up againft all their efforts to ruin him ; 
his majefty, who thinks himfelf indebted to 
O'Reilly for his life, in the fedition of 

Madrid, 
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Madrid,* fupports him with inflexible con-, 
ftancy. When the new road was making 
to the palace of the Pardo, a little, ugly 
ever-green oak was found to ftand in the 
line marked out for the highway. This 
tree, by its oddity and folitary pofition, had 
attracted the notice and gained the favour 
of the king, who forbade the engineers to 
meddle with it. In fpite of all the remon-
ftrances of the minifter and furveyors, the 
oak ftill remains Handing in the middle of 
the road; the king often fhews it to his 
courtiers, and, obferving with a fmile, that 
it has no friend but himfelf, calls it 
O'Reilly. 

The only morning we had free from rain, 
we employed in a ride to Sanlucar, to fee 
the mouth of the Guadalquivir, the ancient 
Bcetis, where the fleets of Spain were wont 

* He rode into the crowd of rioters, and fhot a fel­
low- dead that had taken up a ftone and was going to 
throw it at the king. 

2 tO 
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to rendezvous, before Cadiz was made the 

ftaple for Indian goods, and before the bar 

at the mouth became fo confiderable as to 

impede the navigation of large veffels. 

i The ground rifes very beautifully weft 

of Saint Mary's; it is a perfed garden: 

fpring, which is now in full vigour, and every 

hedge and bufh covered with flowers, ren­

dered our jaunt delightful. The kermes or 

holme-oak is in great beauty, quite on fire 

with the fcarlet gall-nuts of the little infect 

which produces the falfe cochineal. Near 

the Guadalquivir, the country is arable, 

with few inclofures. In times of remote 

antiquity Sanlucar was called Fanum Lu-

ciferi. It was once the port of Seville, 

and at the feafons for the arrival or depar­

ture of the fleets, the moft ftirring place 

in Europe: at prefent it is a neat, quiet 

town, without much bufinefs. The fmall 

mips that carry on its trade, lie half a 

league farther up in the Anfa, where the 

Indian 
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Indian flota ufed to moor. The river is wide 
and very rough at the bar ; the oppofite more 
fo dead a flat, that it is difficult to diftin-
guifh it from the water. I fauntered along the 
Playa de Sanlucar, without meeting a foul: 
how changed from what it was in the days of 
Cervantes, when it was crowded with the bufy 
and the idle, the honeft and the profligate ! 

On Friday evening we came to Xeres. 
I was much furprifed to hear, from good 
authority, that this city contains no lefs 
than forty thoufand inhabitants, of which 
a twentieth part are ecclefiaftics. We 
went next morning to the monaftery of 
Carthufian monks, a few miles off,, re­
markable for its breed of horfes, and for 
a very fine view over the plains towards 
the bay and fhipping of Cadiz. The 
day was fultry, and I could with pleafure 
have lolled it out in the prior's garden, 
under the fhade of a noble lemon-tree, 
refrelhed by the foft perfumes afcending 

on 
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on every fide from the neighbouring or­

chards. 

This convent, founded in 1482 by Ah 
vares de Valleto, a citizen of Xeres, is 

grand, and well laid out: water is con­

veyed into every public hall and private 

cell. We were difappointed of the prin­

cipal end of our journey, which was to fee 

their fine ftallions, for they were all out in 

the country at the covering-ftabfes. The 

earth, in the cementaries of Xeres, has the 

quality of preferring corpfes uncorrupted 

for years and ages. 

Upon leaving Xeres, we found the roads 

much the worfe for the-heavy rains; and 

two days were fpent in travelling a few miles 

through ftiff, deep clays, where we expected 

toftickfaft every inftant, as the wheels were 

clogged to a great height. We faw fome 

buftards in thefe plains. 

This morning we arrived in Seville, which 

appears to great advantage from the hills, at 

the 
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L E T -

the diftance of a couple of miles. The foil 
upon the heights is fandy, planted with pine-
trees and vines, inclofed with hedges of va« 
rious kinds of fhrubs, among which there 
is a great quantity of yellow jafmine. 
Round the city is a great plain of corn-lands, 
paftures, and gardens; the Guadalquivir, 
which runs through it, is very fubjec"t to 
overflow its banks, and lay ail the adjacent 
country under water ; the lowlands by the 
river fide are common, and two years crop­
ped with com, the third left to run up into 
grafs. 

When we entered the city, our muleteers 
were obliged to ride as poftillions on the 
foremoft mules, to comply with the orders 
of the magi fixates for preventing ftoppages 
and accidents in the ftreets, which are un­
commonly crooked and narrow. 
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L E T T E R X X X I . 

Seville, April g, 1776. 

W E arrived yefterday morning in this 
capital of Andalufia; and as foon 

as we had dined and dreft ourfelves, walked 
out with no particular object in view, but 
merely to ftroll through the ftreets, by way 
of making ourfelves acquainted with the 
c i t y ; chance led us into the court of the 
Alcazar, or royal palace, and the centry 
directed us to a gallery, which he faid would 
bring us to the gardens. You have often 
heard me launch out in praife of fome hang­
ing-gardens in Italy, fo refrefhing and vo­
luptuous in the fummer evenings; this of the 
Alcazar is exa&ly fuch another ; feveral par­
terres, furrounded by galleries and terraces, 
interfered by myrtle hedges and jafmine 
bowers, and perfumed by clumps of orange-
trees, have alfo the advantage of abundance 

of 
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of water. A large party of fprightly dam-
fels and young men that Were walking here 
were much indebted to us for making the 
water-works play, by means of a fmall gra­
tuity to the keeper. Nothing can be more 
delicious than thefe fprinklings in a hot day,; 
all-the flowers feemed to acquire new : vi­
gour; the odours, exhaled from the orange\ 
citron, and lemon-trees,-grew more poignant, 
morebalfamic, and the company ten limes 
more alive than they were: it was a true 
April ihower. We fauntered near two hours 
in the groves, till we were quite in ecftafy 
with fweets. 'Tis a moft heavenly refidence 
in fpring; and I: mould think the fummer 
heats might be tempered and rendered flip* 
portable enough, by the-profuiion of-water 
which Seville enjoys. . 9 I f j , s : -

Philip the Fifth r elided here .many years 
towards the end of his life, and paffed his 
time in drawing with ihe fmoke of ;a candle 
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on deal boards, or angling for tench in a little 

refervoir, by torch light. 

On our firft entrance into the palace, 

which is a pafticcio of Saracenic, Conventual, 

and Grecian architecture, I was much taken 

with the principal front of the inner-court; 

a piece of as good Morifco work as any I 

had- yet feen. Having read that the Moors 

built one part of this palace, I concluded I 

was admiring fomething as old as the Ma­

hometan kings of Seville^ but upon clofer 

examination was not a little furprifed to find 

lions, cajlles, and other armorial en-figns of 

Caftilie and- Leon, interwoven with the 

Arabefque'foliages; and mil more fo, to fee, 

in-large Gothic characters, an infcription 

informing'me, that' thefe edifices were 

built in the fourteenth-century, by the moft 

mighty king of Caftilie and Leon, Don 

Pedi# 1 ' r ^ - - - # = ••- • 
Within this portico is a court ninety-three 

feet by fixty-nine : it is Sagge 1 ni'arble, 

and 
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and .furrounded with a colonnade of white 
marble columns of ..the Corinthian order, 
elegantly, proportioned, and well executed • 
the walls behind are covered with grotefque 
defigns in the Mooriihtafte ; Charles V . has 
contrived to foift his eagle and his plus outre 
into every corner. The greathaTr adjoining, 
called the Media narM]a,m half-orange, 
from the form of its - cupola, is richly gilt 
and ftuccoed in the fame manner*-'""-Here I 
own my little knowledge of architecture 
was fairly nonpluSed; I Was convinced that 
theportion of the fabric, called by the tra­
vel-writers the Mbori/h pari, was the work 
of Peter the Cruel, who might eafil'y pro­
cure ildlful arüfts from the kings of Grana­
da, with whom he was connected moft part 
of his reign; but there Was no accounting for 
the Corinthian pillars, unlefs F fuppofed 
them to have belonged to fome Román 
edifice, deftroyed for the fake of fupplyihg 
materials for the palace, or to have been 

B 2 placed 
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placed by the emperor under the old gallery, 
in lieu of others in a barbarous ftyle or ruinous 
ftate. Next to the court of the lions, in the 
Alhambra, this fquare is the moft pleaiing 
piece; of Arabic building I have met with, 
though in delicacy of defign and execution, 
the ornaments of the: Sevillian are much 
inferior to thofe of the Granadine palace. 

Near; the weftern entrance was formerly 
to be fecn a ftone feat,, with its canopy fup-
portedlby. four pillars, all now deftroyed. 
-Here that fevere judge, Don Pedro, fat to 
decide caufes, and give fentence upon male­
factors. His juftice was fo very inflexible, 
that in thofe days of feudal anarchy, it was 
looked upon in the light of wanton cruelty 
and tyranny; perhaps that unfortunate 
monarch owes to the hatred of " thofe he 
meant to reduce to order, much of the 
obloquy which has been fo plentifully be­
llowed upon him by hiftorians, who have 
painted him to us as a tyrant fo bloody, fo 

wicked. 
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wicked, as almoft to exceed the bounds of 
probability. In Andalufia, where he fixed; 
his refidence, and feemed moft to delight, 
his memory is not held in the fame abhor-: 
rence. The Sevillian writers fpeak of him 
very differently; and inftead of his ufual ap-. 
pellation of Pedro el Cruel, diftinguifh him 
by that of El Jufticlero. It is certain that 
his baftard-brother and murderer, Henry of 
Tranftamare, was guilty of crimes full as atro­
cious as any of thofe imputed to Don Pedro| 
but as he deftroyed him, his family, and' 
adherents, the friends of the new fpurious 
race of monarchs were left at full liberty to 
blacken the characters of the adverfe party, 
without fear of being called to an account7 

for calumny, or even contradicted. Truth 
is now out of our reach ; and for Want of 
proper proofs to the contrary, we muft fit' 
down contented with what hiftory.has.left', 
us, and allow Don Pedro to have been one 
'- r. -tiro pfO • v of 
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of tHe moft inhuman butchers that ever dif-

graced a throne. 
W e devoted this morning to an excurfion 

| n feareh of the; ruins of.Italica, where Tra­
jan, Hadrian, and Theodofius the Great, 

a r e fuppofed to have been born; a fearch 
it niay..moft properly be called, for we 
•pandered a long league wide of the mark, 
f^t had no reafon to be forry for the mif-
take,- - whatever, our Catalonian running-
footman might think of the matter. We 
took too much to the left, after erofiing the 
pv§t on the bridge of boats, and ftrayed 
^long the walls of: a^xgnyent,. where the 
jp,qaks. .were felling-the lemons of their 
ga.t4§^thxough a hole in the wall. The 
•^ind-wasr: rather brifk, and wafted fuch 
perfumes from the orange-groves, as almoft 
fulled us to fieep_;. the meadows and corn­
fields, that we. rode through were delightful, 
as. rich and luxuriant as any I ever faw in 
glanders. Oa our right hand a range of 

orange-
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orange-gardens perfumed the breeze before 
it reached us; and on the left the Guadal­
quivir ran winding through the plain. Our 
foft reveries were difturbed by a full ftop, 
that our runner Chriftoval made at a gully, 
where a brook falls into a river. It could 
only be paffed on foot, as there was no 
bridge but a few yawning planks, on which 
our horfes, however willing, could not pre­
tend to find a footing j this obliged us to 
difmount, and fend our horfes round half 
a league to join us at the ruins of Italica, 
which we thought appeared very confpicuous 
upon a hill before us. The fun was hot, 
but the fpirit of antiquarianifm gave us 
ftrength and courage to climb up to the 
platform of Saint John de Alfarache. After 
fitting awhile to take breath under fome 
arborjudas in full flower, we proceeded to 
explore every corner of the crown of the 
hill; it is almoft fquare, inclofed with the 
ruins of vaft towers and bulwarks, built of 

B A cemented 
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cemented mud and pebbles. From the 

knowledge I had acquired of the different 

modes of building, fmce I came into the 

fouth of Spain, I ventured to pronounce, 

that if this was Italica, the Moors had built 

upon the fite, and antiquaries were grofsly 

miftaken when they talked of Roman edi­

fices and amphitheatres; not but that I 

thought the fituation fuch, as the judicious 

Romans might have preferred to that of Hif-

palis, the prefent Seville, both for beauty 

and ftrength. The view from it over that 

city, the courfe of the river, and the rich 

plain, are worth, more than the labour it 

coft us to get fo high: at this blooming 

feafon of the year, when every thing is in 

full vegetation, green and frefh, I don't re­

member to have Teen a finer country. 

An old peafant fet my heart at eafe (for 

I confefs I was a little out of humour, as 

everydifappointed virtuofo would have been) 

by informing us that this'was a Moorifh 

caftle,. 
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caftle, * and that Sevilla V-ieja, or old 
Seville (the name they give to Italica) was 
a little beyond a great church of Hierony-
mites, a league to the north, in the fkirts 
of the plain. Our error once difcovered, 
we trotted away through the flats to that 
convent, and there picked up a fellow with­
out fhirt or ftockings, with a patched cloak, 
white hat, and long black beard; which 
gentleman undertook to fhew us the anti­
quities. 

Of the ancient colony of Italica, fuppofed 
to have been compofed by Scipio of his vete­
ran foldiers, fcarce the leaft veftige remains.-
It is faid the Moors deftroyed it, not to 
have a. rival fo near Seville, where they in­
tended to fix the feat of their empire; but 
I doubt this is the mere furmife of fome 

* After the lofs of Seville, the Moors are faid to 

have remained fome time at Alfarache, under the go­

vernment of a kind of king. 

modern 
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modern hiftorian. I could n o t pofkively 
afcertain it, but from a view o f t he ground, 
am apt to believe it was built i n imitation of 
Rome, on feven hills, and t h a t the river 
Bcetis ran at the foot of them- By acci­
dental obftructions and banks o f fand, ac­
cumulated in a long feries o f inundations, 
the river may have been d r i v e n from its 
ancient bed, and forced more i n t o the heart 
of the plain, where it now t a k e s its courfe. 
Such an event as this would account for the 
ruin of fo confiderable a c i t y as Italica ; 
and without fuppofmg that the Saracens 
were at the pains of demolifhing it, would 
afford fufficient caufe for g i v i n g the prefe­
rence to Seville, which ftan.ds upon the 
Guadalquivir. 

On the fummit of the firft hill are fome 
ruinous brick walls, called _E/ Palacio, not 
in the leaft remarkable. T h e peafants that 
were here at work in the olive-yards, told 
us, that underneath there had formerly been 

found 
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found columns of fiiver and brafs; but as 
they were bewitched by fome magician, 
nobody was ever able to draw them up; 
and now-a-days, not a foul has the courage 
even to dig for them, as they have all the 
reafon in the world to believe, that the con­
jurer would twift their heads off for attempt­
ing it. This is a popular fuperftition, which 
I have found to be common to moft countries, 
wherever any great remains of vaults and 
ancient edifices are to be feen. 

On the moft diftant eminence are confi-
derable remains -of an amphitheatre, built 
with pebbles, and brick arches; moft pro­
bably the marble cafmg has been carried 
away, or deftroyed by burning to lime. 
The form is a rnoft perfect oval; the arena 
meafures, as near as the corn would allow 
me to be exact, one hundred yards in its 
greateft length, and fixty in its greateft 
breadth; fome of the vomitoria, cells, and 
paffages, are yet difcernible, but foarce any 

traces 
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traces of the feats; however I made out 
twenty rows, two feet fix inches wide, and 
two feet high; each ftep of the ftairs of 
communication is one foot high, and one 
wide. This amphitheatre is now more like 
Stonehenge than a regular Roman edifice.* 

Not far from it is a fine pool of water, 
in a large vault under the hill; which I 
take to be the remains of fome aqueduct, 
as the water! is too warm to be near the 
fpring head. 

* The corporation of Seville having occafion for 

ftones to embank the river, which, by its frequent 

inundations, caufed great damage to the city, ordered 

the amphitheatre of Italica to be knocked down. 

Many hands were employed to batter the walls, and' 

to blow up with gunpowder fuch parts as refifted the 

pick-ax. Bythefe means they procured fufncient ma-, 

terials for their embankment; but, as if the Guadal-, 

quivir meant to revenge the caufe of ta{te upon thefe . 

barbarians, the very firft flood fwept away the whole 

fabrick. ' ^ q ; i m a v c r j 'io omol : r'. 

Being 
r" ' - ' ' ' , . . . . 
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Being very Hot and hungry, we made the 
beft of bur way home, through large plan­
tations of orange-trees,: which here grow to 
the fize of moderate timber-trees; the fruit 
is much ; more plealing to the eye, if lefs fo 
to the palate, than the oranges of Portugal, 
as the rich blood-colour is-admirably con-
trailed with the bright tintof the leaves. 

L 1 T T E R % X X I I . -

- . - Seville,-April I I , 1776 . 

SE V I L L E is fuppofed "to have been 
founded by the. Phoenicians, who gave 

it the name of Hifpalis : the Romans called 
•it. Julia; .in after-ages the old name re­
turned,, and after a variety of corruptions, 
feems to have been revived in the modem 
appellation of Sebilla, or Sevilla, for the 
Spaniards ufeboth indifcriminately. 

Under the Roman government it was em-
fa ellifhed 
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bellifhed with many magnificent buildings, 

deftined for purpofes of public utility and 

amufement; but I believe the very ruins of 

thofe edifices have long ago difappeared. 

The Gothic., kings réfide.d ,-here, before 

they removed their court to Toledo. 

Mufa, the Saracen viceroy, took Seville 

by norm, foon after the victory obtained at 

Xeres over king Pvodrigo. 

In the general c o n f u f i o n that eñluéd upon 

the downfal of the kingdom of Cordova, 

in 1027, Seville became an independant 

fovereignty, which was annihilated by the 

violence of the African prince Jufef Almo­

rávides, who came into. Spain in 1097. 

Ferdinand the third, king o f Caftiile, 

(who, in confideration of his great fuccefs 

againft the Mahometans, as well as for his 

fancHty, was canonized after his death, and 

is ftill honoured as a faint of the firft rank) 

took Cordova, and many other important 

places, from the enfeebled, difunited Mufful-
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men ; drove them from poll to pcft, till 
he reduced the bounds of their empire to 
a very confined corner of the peninfula ; 
after a year's-fiege, he forced Seville to open 
its gates to him, and acknowledge his fway. 
Three hundred thoufand Moors are faid 
to have left the city upon the capitulation, 
and to have carried their arms and induftry 
to fuch countries, as .were ftiii obedient 
to the law of Mahomet. -\ It is difficult to 
conceive, how Seville could continue to 
be a great and populous town after fuch 
an emigration ; yet We,find it in a few 
years enlarged, adorned with new buildings, 
the chief of which was the cathedral, and 
long enjoying the rank of one of the 
moft confiderable cities in Spain. 

Its moft brilliant epocha was foon after 
the. difcovery of America, when all the 
new-found treafures were poured into Eu­
rope from the fleets that returned from the 
new hemifphere into the Guadalquivir, and 
•made Seville the magazine of its invaluable 

4 'productions. 



32 T R A V E L S T H R O U G H SPAIN*. 

productions. The fovereign frequently ho­

noured this place with his prefence ; mer­

chants from all parts flocked hither to open 

houfes of commerce, or to provide themfelves 

with goods for foreign markets ; the fail-

ors and adventurers of the Indian fleets 

rendezvoufed here, and with-wanton pro­

digality laviihed the wealth, which they 

had acquired in America. -Then indeed 

was the time, when the Spaniard cried out 

in the fullñefs of his heart, Quien no ha vi/io 

Sevilla, no ha vi/io maravilla. * Its court 

was then the moft fplendid in Europe ; its 

ftreets were thronged with an immenfe 

concourfe of people ; its. river was crowded 

with fhips, and its keys covered with bales 

of precious merchandize. Great were the 

buildings begun, and ftill vafter the projects 

for future ones. Its profperity feemed proof 

„£T;H| o t r a '• ixnisaa ^7DW.'ST,~!.! ,?S?*I:-Í ^ F / O .-~<~j.vn. 

* He that has not feen Seville has not.feen the 

wonder of the world, 

againft 

.Bnoíiiijbó'I 'Cí' . • £ 



T R A V E L S THROUGH SPAIN. 33 

againft the ficklenefs of fortune ; but in 
the courfe of a very few years, it fell from 
the higheft pitch of grandeur to folitude 
and poverty, by the danger and embarraff-
ments in the navigation of the Guadalquivir. 
The fuperior excellence of the port of Ca­
diz induced government to order the Ga-
leons to be ftationed there for the time to 
come. 

The fhape of Seville is circular, without 
any great rifmg in the whole fpace. The 
walls feem of Moorifh conftruction, or 
of the ages which immediately followed 
the diffolution of the Saracen empire; as 
I guefs by their form and materials. The 
ditch is filled up in many places. The 
circumference of the walls is not more 
than five miles and an half. The fuburb of 
Triana, on the weft fide of the river, is as 
large as many towns, but remarkable for 
nothing but its gloomy Gothic caftle, 

VOL 1 1 . C where 
. . . 
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. 

where, in 1482, the inquifition formed its 

firft eftablifhment in Spain. 

The ftreets of Seville are crooked, dirty, 

and fo narrow, that in moft of them two 

coaches find it difficult to pafs a-breaft. The 

wideft and handfomeft place is the Alameda, 

or great walk of old elms, in the heart of the 

city ; it is fix hundred yards by one hun­

dred and fifty, decorated with three foun­

tains, and the ftatues of Hercules, the re­

puted founder, and Julius Caefar, the re-

ftorer of Seville. 

Moft of the churches are built and orna­

mented in fo barbarous a ftyle, that I had 

not the patience to examine them ; the ca­

thedral, the capuchins, and the charidad, 

are the only facred edifices really interefting; 

the firft by its antiquity, fize, and reputa­

tion ; the two latter by the chef-d'oeuvres 

of, Murillo. 

The cathedral is more cried up than I 

think it deferves ; it is by no means equal 

to 
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to York minfter, for lightnefs, elegance, and 

Gothic delicacy. The cluftered pillars are 

too thick, the ailes too narrow, and the choir, 

by being placed in the center, fpoils the 

whole coup d'ceil, and renders the reft of 

the church little better than a heap of long 

paffages. The ornamental parts are but 

clumfy imitations of the models left by the 

Moors. Not one of the great entrances or 

porches is finifhed ; and to disfigure the 

whole pile, a long range of buildings, in 

the modern ftyle, has been added to the 

old part. 

Don Sancho the Brave began this church, 

near the clofe of the thirteenth century | 

and John the Second finifhed it about an 

hundred years after. Its length within is 

four hundred and twenty feet ; its breadth 

two hundred and feventy-three ; and its 

greateft height one hundred and twenty-fix. 

The circumference of each clufter of pil­

lars is forty-two feet. It has nine doors, 

C 2 eighty 
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eighty windows, and eighty altars, at which 

five hundred mafles are faid every day. 

The pavement is brick, but they are now 

new-laying it with marble. The great 

gate of the cloyfters (the only remains 

of the mofque) is a piece of handfome 

Moorifh architecture. The large orange-

trees that fhade the fountains in the middle 

of the cloyfters, make them a moft agreea­

ble walk. At one angle ftands the Giralda, 

or belfry, a tower three hundred and fifty 

feet high, and fifty fquare : the Moors 

erected it about the year 1000 : the Chrif-

tians have added two ftories, and a pro­

digious weathercock, which, altogether, 

agree much better with the ancient building 

than patchwork is wont to do : the fculpture 

of the Saracenic part, which is two hun­

dred feet high, is in a much fimpler tafte 

than their artifts were accuftomed to difplay 

in public works. The effect of this tower 

rifing far above every edifice in Seville, is 

extremely 
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extremely noble. Tradition relates, that 
t o form a folid foundation for it, -the 
Moors made a deep hole, into which they 
caft all the marble and ftone : monuments 
of the Romans that could be found : 
when repairs have been neeeffary, and the 
ground has been opened near the bottom, 
many broken ornaments and infcriptions 
have been difcovered. The whole work is 
brick and mortar; a winding ftair-cafe is 
contrived within, fo eafy and wide, as to 
admit of two horfemen riding a-breaft, 
above half way up. For fome purpofe, 
unknown to us, the architect has made the 
folid mafonry in the upper half, juft as 
thick again as that in the lower, though on 
the outfide the belfry is all the way of the 
fame dimenfions. 

Murillo has adorned the Charidad and 
Capuchins with feveral moft valuable pic­
tures, which may be ranked among his 
very beft performances ; his manner.puts 
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me much in mind of Guercino; but the 

characters of his figures are often mean, 

and copied from models in the loweft clafs 

of citizens: the defign of his hands and 

arms is alfo generally faulty, as he gives 

them rather too great a length; however, 

there is fuch expreffion, fuch truth of co­

louring,- and intelligence in the compofition 

of his groupes, that a trifling defect of that 

kind is eafily overlooked. 

In the firfl of thofe churches, Saint 

Elizabeth, queen of Hungary, curing fome 

lepers, and other difeafed perfons, by anoint­

ing them with holy oil, is an admirable pic­

ture ; there is an old woman and a boy 

under the hand of the faint, full of truth, 

character, and expreffion. In the reprefen-

tation of Mofes ftriking the rock, are 

feveral excellent figures, and a very beautiful 

white horfe. 

In the church of the capuchins, out of 

many of his pictures, which hang in every 

chapel 
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chapel on each fide, thofe that gave me moft 
pleafure, were a Saint Anthony of Padua, 
holding the infant Jefus on a book; a friar 
embracing Chrift crucified, who ftoops from 
the crofs, and brings down an arm to prefs 
the faint's moulder; an adoration of the 
fhepherds ; and Saint Thomas of Villanova, 
archbilhop of Valencia, diftributing alms 
at his palace-gate ; which laft I like the belt 
of the whole collection. 

In our way to this church, which ftands 
without the walls, we looked into many 
others ; but found nothing particular in 
any, except in one, a lift of the books lately 
condemned by the inquifition ; among 
many others we faw the famous Fray 
Gerundio by father Ifia \ fome common 
French books relative to geography ; fome 
of Voltaire's late publications ; and the 
political hiftory of the European fettlements 
by Raynal, prohibited not only as favouring 
of deifm and infidelity, but alfo as contain-

c 4 ing 



40 T R A V E L S THROUGH SPAIN. 

ing many paflages derogatory to the glory 

of the Spanifh nation. 

We returned by the great road round the 
walls, palling near the gate and tower where 
Saint Hermenegild was put to death by or­
der of his father Leovigild, king of the 
Goths, for deferting arianifm, and for raifing 
an unfuccefsful rebellion againft him. 

Further on we walked under the Canos 
de Carmona, or the great aqueduct; which 
is efteemed by the Sevillian hiftorians, one 
of the moft wonderful monuments of an­
tiquity exifting in the univerfe. We were 
much difappointed to find none of that 
beauty or grandeur they talk fo much of ; 
on the contrary, it is rather ugly, its arches 
unequal, the architecture neglected, and 
its direction very crooked. The conduit 
is fo leaky, that a rivulet is formed of the 
wafte water. Authors are divided in their 
opinions concerning this aqueduct; whether 
to look upon it as a Roman, or as a Moorifh 

work. 
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work. I believe it was originally planned 
and built by the former ; but the innumer­
able repairs it has undergone have almoft 
obliterated every trace of their manner : 
however, what it wants in fhew, it certainly 
makes up for in utility ; it conveys a very 
abundant fupply of water, feveral leagues 
from a place called Alcalá. The rocks are 
there bored, in various directions, an im« 
menfe length of way under ground, in or­
der to intercept every little runner, and col­
lect fo considerable a ftream as to turn 
feveral mills, and bring fuch a volume of 
water down to Seville, that .almoft every 
houfe in town has the benefit of it ; ex­
cept thofe of the quarters, which are fup-
plied by the pipes from the fountain of 
the archbifhop. 

We re-entered the city at the new.gate, 
which forms .an elegant termination to a 
handfpme ftreet of regular houfes one ftory 
high, behind the Alcazar. The muff ma­

nufactory 
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nufactory is fituated in this ftreet : for the 
more convenient carrying on this lucrative 
branch of commerce, Ferdinand the Sixth 
erected a moft magnificent, roomy palace, 
in a grand but rather heavy ftyle of archi­
tecture. It was finifhed in 1756. One 
thoufand men are employed conftantly, at 
the rate of fix or four reals per diem, for 
about nine hours work. One hundred and 
eighty mules work twenty-eight mills or 
machines for grinding and mixing the to­
bacco with the red earth of Almazarron ; 
the exceffive adulteration with this earth, 
practifed of late years by the directors, has 
occafioned a prodigious falling off in the 
exportation of this commodity, and unlefs 
they alter their method, the trade will foon 
be confined to Spain and its dominions; 
the northern markets have long refufed to 
take any off their hands. The leaves of 
the tobacco are imported from Cuba and 
the Brafils ; the belt fnuff is called Grance. 

4 Thirty-



T R A V E L S THROUGH SPAIN. 43 

Thirty-two reals a pound is the current 
price of the fnuff, but none is allowed to 
be fold by retail in the manufactory. We 
vifited every part of the houfe, at the hazard 
of being fuffocated ; in one room we found 
four hundred and fixty men fitting at work, 
making ogarros*, and tying them up in 
bunches worth four reals a-piece, for each 
of which they are paid for their labour 
four quartos. The officer that attended us, 
told us that the neat profits of laft year, 
upon all the fnuff and tobacco fold out at 
the office, amounted to more than fix 
millions of dollars. 

Near the cathedral is the Lonja^ or ex­
change, formerly a place of great refort, 
but now, being deferted by merchants, it is 
appropriated to other ufes; I believe to the 
holding of fome inferior courts of juftice. 

* Thefe are little rolls of tobacco, which the Spa­

niards fmoke without a pipe. 

The 
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The building is fquare, its ftyle plain and no­

ble, and it remains a monument of the good 

tafte of the Spaniards at that brilliant period 

of their hiftory, which takes in the reign of 

Charles the Fifth, and of his fon Philip. 

The Lonja was erected in 1583, upon a de-

fign of Juan de Herrera. 

Olavides, the prefent Intendant, is faid 

to have great fchemes for the embellifh-

ment of Seville; but as he is likewife 

director of all the new colonies in the Sierra 

Morena, and not upon the moft folid footing 

at court, I doubt he has more projects in 

hand and idea, than he can poffibly bring 

to bear, during the time he may probably 

remain in power. * 

His 

* In 1776 he was taken up and imprifoned in the 

dungeons of the inquifkion, from whence he was 

brought out to trial for irreligious difcourfes. The 

chief witnefs againft him was a friar, once his con­

fidential friend, and employed by him in the ecclefi-

aftical direction of the infant colonies. The fentence 

was 
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His prefent operation, is to embank with 
a ftrong brick wall, the bed of the river 
above the town, thereby to turn off the im­
petuous currents, that have fo often burft 
their way into the very heart of the city. 
Along the banks he has planted avenues 
of an ever-green tree, very like a poplar. 
It was brought from South America, and is 
called Sapota. 

The great hofpital de la Sangre, and the 
college of Sant Elmo, founded for a ma­
rine fchool, are more remarkable for their 
fize than for any other merit ; the other 
buildings are little worthy of notice. The 
police of this city is very fevere, but perhaps 
not uniformly and impartially fo. M y 

was pronounced againft Olavides with great folemnity : 

he was condemned to imprifonment in a convent, and 

to an exemplary penance; but foon after was fuffered 

to make his efcape to France, where he has refided 

ever fince. 

man 
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L E T T E R XXXII I . 
• . 

Eccija, April 12, 1778. 

A V I N G feen every thing in Se­

ville that was recommended to our 

notice, we left it yefterday, and came to lie 

at Carmona ; the road is through a perfect, 

foreft of olive-trees, which are much hacked 

and pruned, and fet at the regular diftance 

of twenty-feven feet afunder. 

Carmona 

man has been a day and a night in prifon, 

only for carrying m y piftols through the 

ftreets to the gunfmith's. There has been 

as much writing as would do for a 

moderate fuit in chancery, but it feems to 

be cheap enough, as I believe the value 

of a guinea will procure his releafe, and 

pay the fees, as well as the expences of the 

procedures. 
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Carmona is a large town, Handing boldly 
on a high hill. Its caftle, in ruins, covers 
a vaft extent of ground, ana contains many 
buildings that ferved for palace and fortrefs 
to Don Pedro the Cruel, and his family. 
He placed his main hope in the ftrength of 
this caftle, and in the faithful attachment of 
Don Martin Lopez de Cordova, grand-mafter 
of the order of Calatrava, to whofe care he 
entrufted his fons Sancho and Diego, whom 
he had had by a lady he had taken to his 
bed, after the death of his famous miftrefs 
Maria de Padilla. Henry of Tranftamare, 
after the defeat and murder of Pedro in the 
plains of Montiel, laid iiege to Carmona, 
took it by capitulation, together with the 
children and treafures of the late king, and 
bafely breaking his word of honour, caufed 
Lopez to be beheaded for his obftinate 
refiftance. 

Like every place in this province, Car­
mona makes a figure in Roman hiftory, 

and 
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and has many remains of their walls, in-

fcriptions, &c. to fhew as proofs of its 

ancient importance. The country about it 

is hilly-and champaign, but far from un-

pleafant, as it is all green, and has fome 

wood and water in different parts of the 

view. 

We dined to-day at the fplitary venta of 

Monclova, and rode on hither to get a fight 

of the town, but it proved farther off than 

we imagined, and it was dark before we got 

in. We were obliged to leave the carriage 

with our baggage at Carmona, to get the 

axietree mended, and hitherto we have had 

no tidings of it, fo fhall lie down in our 

clothes on a few chairs. 

The road from Seville hither is better than 

any I have feen in Spain, fome of the new 

road near Barcelona excepted ; it is all gravel, 

which not being the foil of the country, 

mult have been brought from a great dis­
tance, and has fubfifted in all probability, 

unaltered 
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unaltered and unrepaired fmce the Moors 
were driven out of Andalufia; it is raifed 
above the level of the fields, and commonly 
runs in a direct line from weft to eaft. As 
there are no vifible remains of pavement, 
I rather attribute it to the Saracens than to 
the Romans, although both nations are 
known to have attended particularly to the 
highways of this province, and to have 
•made feveral caufeways and roads of com-
' ? 3 £ 0 - ! ; R > T ^ ? 5 Sjffj ll&'Qflfhcgit 3X31 3V.srf ?3flJ 

munication between the great towns. 
' We paffed through La Luifiana, a tract 

of land lately brought into cultivation by 
a colony of Germans, who have their ha­
bitations not far from the fide of the high­
way, placed at regular diftances of two or' 
three hundred yards, all built after one 
fimple model, with an allotment of corn-
land round the houfe: this is the moil 
weftern of the new fettlements. 

Eccija feems prettily fituated upon the 
river Xenil, and to have fome pleafant walks, 
and an aftonifhing number of fteeples: 

VOL. 11. D Cordova, 
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Cordova, April 14th. 

Yefterday we dined at LaCarlotta, another 

plantation of Germans of great extent, made 

eight years ago, in a hilly foreft. The 

houfes are Scattered about. The parifh-

church, inn, director's houfe, fome fhops 

and dwelling houfes for handicraft men, 

form a very neat village on an eminence : as 

they have left (landing all the evergreen oaks 

of any tolerable fize, the face of the country 

is very handfome, the green corn being 

checquered with groves, clumps, and {ingle 

trees. About twenty or thirty acres is an 

allotment for a family, under the obligation 

of remaining on the Spot ten years j during 

which period, they are fuhject to no taxes 

of any kind. At the expiration of the term, 

if they choofe to fettle here, the land is 

made over to them in fee, and they com­

mence payment of a fmali quit-rent. The 

king furnifhes them with feed corn, but' 
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D 1 L E T . 

they are obliged to replace it in his granaries 
after harveft; except the walls of a houfe, 
and fome trifling inftruments of hufbandry, 
this is all the encouragement they meet with j 
and as this is by no means a fufficient help, 
and much of the foil is poor and hungry, 
and falls off at every crop, there is great 
reafon to apprehend, that this colony will 
prove one of thofe ephemeral productions 
that fo oftenfpringupin monarchical govern­
ments, and almoft immediately after birth 
fmk into their original nothing. Some hun­
dreds of the Germans have died fince the 
eftablifhment, through poverty, intempe­
rance, bad food, and change of climate. 

The country, as you approach Cordova, 
is all bare, hilly, and arable. The view of 
the river, city, and woods, on the oppofite 
hills, is extremely agreeable and picturefque. 
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L E T T E R X X X I V . 

Cordova, April 15, 1776. 

7 E have ferreted out the few things 
in this city, that can be accounted 

worthy of any attention from a traveller; 
have ridden up and down the environs as 
often as the weather would permit, and, have 
ftudied the niofque by day-light, and by 
torch-light; but frill this temple is fo intri­
cate a labyrinth, and contains fo many extra­
ordinary things, that I fhall take one or two 
farther furveys of it, before I attempt to 
defcribe it. The abundance of fubj eft-mat­
ter, and its celebrity, will entitle it to figure 
in a letter apart. This fhall be dedicated to 
objects of lefs importance, and when I fhall 
have informed you of the prefent ftate of 
the town, it will be proper to felect for you, 
from the belt authors I have by me, fome 

curious 
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curious particulars relative to its ancient 
hiftory.. 

The environs are delightful, and enjoy a 
rich variety of woods, hillocks, and culture, 
vivified by abundance of limpid water. The 
fiat land produces olives and corn, and much 
of it is laid out in gardens, where the fruit-
trees grow to a remarkable fize, and feem 
perfectly clean and healthy. The upper-
grounds are over-run with evergreen oaks 
and pines, which the farmers grub up in 
the good fpots to plant olive and carob bean 
trees in their ftead. The farm houfes are 
built in the midft of inclofures and orchards 
of orange-trees. Corn-land is let for fo 
many meafures of corn, either a fixed num­
ber for each harveft, or an indefinite quan­
tity according to the crops ; the highlands 
are all let out at a certain rent in cafh. 

The Guadalquiver runs before the town, 
which it has worn into' a perfect half-moon. 
A bridge of fixteen arches, defended by a 

D 3 large 
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large Moorifh tower, leads from the fouth 
into Cordova, and near the end of the bridge 
ftands the mofque, now the cathedral. The 
walls of the town are in many places juft 
as the Romans left them : the method they 
have followed here in laying the Hones is 
rather different from what I have obferved 
in other Roman edifices. Here each long 
fquare ftone is terminated and flanked by two 
thin ones fet up an end. 

The ftreets are crooked and dirty; few 
of the public or private buildings conspicu­
ous for their architecture; the new hoipital 
for the education of orphans, has fomething 
bold and limply noble in its cupola and 
portico. The palaces of the inquilition and 
of the bifhop are extenfive, and well Situated. 

We are juft returned from a bullfeaft, 
where no horfemen were allowed, as the 
animals were not of a breed fufficiently 
noble to try the lance upon. One poor 
bull, that would not fight, was very dexter-

oufly 
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ouily run through the heart; two oxen 
were tormented a little, and then fent to the 
adjoining fhambles; and a fmall cow, after 
behaving mighty well as to jumping and 
flapping, got a reprieve in confideration of 
her exceffive leannefs. It was too tirefome 
even to make us laugh, but we are in hopes 
of feeing this exhibition in greater perfec­
tion at Aranjuez. The motive of this paltry 
Spectacle is extremely laudable. The Cor­
regidor (i. e. the triennial governor of the 
town, always a native of a different part of 
Spain from that wherein he is appointed to 
fuperintend the police) gives thefe little 
fhews to the people on Sundays and feftivalsj 
and out of the profits and hire of the feats, 
raifes a fum fufficient to carry, on the new 
walk he is laying out under the walls. 

After the entertainment, the nobility pa­
raded about in their coaches; and I was fur-
prifed to fee fuch elegance as I little expected 
in an inland town in Spain ; very handfome 

O 4 Englifn 
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Englifh and French carriages, fmart liveries, 

and excellent horfes. The nobility of this 

place live in a manner not to be met with 

any where elfe in the kingdom; if their 

Union and mutual emulation in rendering 

fociety agreeable be fuch as they are repre-

fented to me, they deferve the higheft enco­

miums from every lover of humanity: 

thirty families or more, meet every night at 

a houfe chofen by rotation, where the ladies 

do the honours of genteel refrefhments, 

merry good-natured converfation, and fome 

low card-playing. The general run of the 

women feems to be handfome; fome we faw 

on the walks were extremely beautiful. 

Having thus marked cut the little that 

modern Cordova has to fhew, give me 

leave to carry you back to more remote 

times ; to a period, when it figured to much 

greater advantage on the theatre of politics 

and, commerce. This is not be fixed at the 

time, 
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time of its being a Roman colony *, though 
it boafts of having given birth to Seneca 
and Lucan ; nor in the ages during which 
it acknowledged the dominion of the Goths. 
To the Saracen Caliphs of the Ommiad fa­
mily Cordova is indebted for its glory; as 
we hear but little of it before the year 755, 
when Abdoulrahman, only heir-male of 
the Ommiad line, paffed over from Africa^ 
at the head of a few defperate followers, and 
found means to raife a rebellion in Spain, 
After a battle fought on the banks of the 
Guadalquiver, in which he overthrew the 
lieutenant of the Abaffid Caliph of Damas­
cus, Abdoulrahman became king of all the 
Moorifh poffeffions in the South of Spain, 
and in 759 fixed his royal refidence at Cor­
dova. 

> - -• V.-'- - -

* Strabo fays, that Corduba was founded by Mar-

cellus, and was the flrft Roman colony eftablifhed in 

Spain. Its Latin appellation was Patricia, 

Then 
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Then began thofe flourishing ages of 
Arabian gallantry and magnificence, which 
rendered the Moors of Spain Superior to 
all their contemporaries in arts and arms, 
and made Cordova one of the moft fplendid 
cities of the world. Agriculture and com­
merce profpered under the happy fway of 
this hero ; and the face of the country was 
changed from a Scene of defolation, which 
the long wars and harm government of the 
viceroys had brought on, into a moft popu­
lous flourishing State, exceeding in riches, 
number of inhabitants, activity and induf-
try, any prior or fubfequent era of the Spa-
nilh hiftory. He added new fortifications 
to the town, built himfelf a magnificent 
palace with delicious gardens, laid caufeways 
through the marihes, made excellent roads 
to open a ready communication between the 
great towns, and in 786 began the great 
mofque, which he did not live to finifh. 

During the courfe of two centuries this 

court 
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court continued to be the refort of all pro-
feffors of the polite arts, and of fuch as 
valued themfelves upon their military and 
knightly accomplifhrnents; while the reft 
of Europe was buried in ignorance, debafed 
by brutality of manners, or diffracted by 
fuperftitious difputes. England, weakened 
by its Heptarchy, was too inconfiderable 
even to be mentioned in the political hiftory 
of the times ; France, though it had a gleam 
of reputation under Charlemagne, was frill 
a barbarous, unpolifhed nation; and Italy 
was in utter confufion, the frequent revo­
lutions and change of mafters rendering it 
impoffible for learning, or any thing good, 
to acquire a permanent footing in fo unliable 
a foil; Greece, though Hill in poffeffion of 
the arts and luxury of ancient Rome, had 
loft all vigour, and feemed abforbed in the 
moft futile of all purfuits; viz. that of 
fcholaftic argument, and religious fubtilties. 

The refidence of the Ommiad Caliphs 

was 



60 T R A V E L S T H R O U G H S P A I N . 

was long confpicuous for its fupreme mag­
nificence, and the crowds of learned men, 
who were allured to it by the protection 
offered by its Sovereigns, the beauty of 
the country, the wholefomenefs of the cli­
mate, and the variety of pleafures that re­
turned inceffantly in one enchanting round. 

Cordova became the centre of politenefs, 
induftry, and genius. Tilts and tournaments, 
with other coftly fhews, were long the dar­
ling -paftimes of a wealthy, happy people ; 
and this was the only kingdom in the weft, 
where geometry, aftronomy, and phyfic, 
were regularly ftudied and practifed; mufic 
was no lefs honoured, for I find that in 844, 
a. famous mufician, called Ali Zeriab, came 
to fettle at Cordova, and formed feveral 
pupils, who were fuppofed to equal the 
moft celebrated performers that were ever 
known, even in the eaft. That architecture 
was greatly encouraged, we need no other 
proof than the great and expenfive fabrics 

undertaken 
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undertaken and completed by many of thefe 

Moorifh monarchs: whatever faults may 

be juftly condemned in their manner by the 

connoiffeur, accuftomed to the chafte noble 

graces of the Grecian proportions ; certainly 

nobody can behold what remains of thefe 

Moorifh edifices, without being ftrongly 

impreffed with a high idea of the genius of 

the artifts, as well as the grandeur of the 

princes who carried their plans into - exe­

cution. ; - s : ~ : - ' 
. . . . . . 

Thefe Sultans not only gave the j -moft 
diftinguifhed protection to arts and fciences, 
and to the perfons learned in any of them, 
but were themfelves eminently verfed in 
various branches of knowledge. Alkehe'm 
the Second .collected fo immenfe a quantity 
of manufcripts, that before the end of his 
reign, the royal library contained no lefs 
than fix hundred thoufand volumes, of 
which the very catalogue filled forty huge 
folios.- The umverfity of Cordova was 
- 4 founded 
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founded by him, and under Such favourable 
aufpices, rofe to the higheft pitch of ce­
lebrity. 

Abdoulrahman was fucceeded by his fon 
Hiffem ; whofe paffion for glory and archi­
tecture was not in the leaft inferior to that 
of his father. He put the fmifhing hand 
to the mofque, which the plunder of the 
fouthern provinces of France enabled him 
to complete in ,the courfe of a few years. 
Several hiftorians relate, that the terror 
which his name infpired was fo great, that 
the inhabitants of Narbonne, in order to 
purchafe peace and liberty, agreed to trans­
port from their city to Cordova, all mate­
rials neceffary for the construction of the 
mofque. This Story is hardly credible; 
Mariana fuppofes it to have been a fort of 
fine fand proper for mixing with lime, that 
the Narbonnefe engaged to carry; but if 
there be any truth in the affair,, I fhould 
imagine it to be more probable, that they 

furnifhed 
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furnifhed him with columns and other mo­
numents of antiquity, which Narbonne 
abounded with, and which were undoubtedly 
employed in great quantities in the building 
of the mofque. The bridge over the Gua-
dalquiver was a work of Hiffem's, after his 
own plans. 

Alkaham Succeeded Hiffem. 

Abdoulrahman the Second was alfo paf-
fionately fond of building. He was the 
firft that brought Supplies of water to'Cor­
dova, by means of leaden pipes laid upon 
aqueducts of Stone. The quantity was So 
considerable that every part of the palace, 
the mofques, baths, Squares, and public edi­
fices, had all of them their fountains con­
stantly playing. A great many of thefe 
works Still fubfift. He paved the whole city, 
and erected feveral mofques. 

After him reigned Mahomet Almundar, 
Abdallah, and Abdoulrahman the Third, 
who furpaffed all his predeceffors in Splen­

dour, 
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dour, riches, and expence. His Subjects 
vied with each other in profufion and mag­
nificence. I cannot give you a greater proof 
of the prodigious opulence and grandeur of 
the Arabians in the tenth century, than by 
enumerating the prefents made to this prince 
by Aboumelik, named in 9 3 8 to the poft 
of grand vizir. He caufed to be brought 
before the throne, and laid at the feet of his 

matter, : _ 
Four hundred pounds of virgin gold. -

Lingots of filverto the value of 420,000 

zccjums. 

Four hundred pounds of lignum aloes, 

: one piece weighing one hundred and 

.... forty pounds. ; , - j . 
Five hundred ounces of ambergreafe. 
Three hundred ounces of camphire. 
Thirty pieces of gold tiffue,. fo rich that 

none but the Galiph could wear it. 
x Ten fuits of Khoraffan fables. 
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One hundred jfuits of fur of a lefs valuable 

fort. 

Forty-eight fets of gold and filk long 
trappings for horfes. 

Four thoufand pounds of filk. 
Thirty P e r f i a n carpets. 
Eight hundred iron coats of mail for war 

horfes. 
One thoufand ihields. 
One hundred thoufand arrows. 
Fifteen led horfes of Arabia, as richly ca-

parifoned as thofe the Caliph was wont 
to ride. 

One hundred horfes of an inferior price. 
Twenty mules with all their accoutre­

ments. 

Forty young men, and twenty girls of 
exquifite beauty, and moft fumptuoufly 
decked out. 

This difplay of riches was accompanied 
with a moft flattering poem, compofed by 
the minifter in praife of his Sovereign, who, 

VOL. I I , ,;• E in 
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in return for this homage, affigned him a 
penfion of an hundred tlioufand pieces of 
gold. 

Abdouirahman built a new town * three 
miles from Cordova, called Zehra or Ariza-
pha, from the name of his favourite miftrefs. 
The palace was erected upon the plans of 
the moft celebrated architect of Constanti­
nople, at that time thebeft fchool and nurfery 
of artifts in the world. In this edifice, were 
one thoufand one hundred and fourteen 
columns of African and Spanifh marble, 
nineteen of Italian,' and one hundred and 
fourteen of moft exquifite workmanfhip, a 
prefent of the Greek emperor. • The rich-
nefs of the ftate-room exceeded the bounds 
of credibility. The walls were incrufted 
with marble, inlaid with golden foliages t 

* Suppofed to have been at a place called Cordova 

la Vieja. There is nothing but a few ruins to fupport 

the conjecture. 

in 
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in the middle was a marble bafon Surrounded 

with various figures of animals fpouting 

water; all thefe ftatues were gilt and en­

riched with precious ftones: the bafon was 

cut at Constantinople, and the figures were 

efteemed the mafter-pieces of the moft ex­

pert fculptors of that city. Above the foun­

tain, hung a famous pearl which the em­

peror Leo had fent to Abdoulrahman. The 

other apartments of the palace fell little fhort 

of this hall in magnificence. The moft 

retired part was allotted to his wives, concu­

bines, Slaves, and black eunuchs, in ail fix 

thouSand. Over the principal entrance, in 

open defiance of the exprefs mandate of the 

prophet, Stood the Statue of the fair Sultana 

who gave her name to this new city, now 

become the conftant refidence of the court. 

Here the emperor was wont to take the di­

version of hunting, attended by twelve 

thouSand horfemen, accoutred with belts and 

E 2 ' Scimitars, 
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fcimitars, imboffed with gold. At his re­

turn from the chace, he ufually retired to 

reft himfelf in a Splendid pavilion erected 

in the middle of the gardens, overlooking 

all the adjacent country. This banquetting 

houfe was Supported by columns of the 

whiteft marble ; the gilding and painting 

of the ceiling vied with the precious ftones 

Scattered over i t ; and in the center was a 

vafe, in which quickfilver fupplied the place 

of water; it Shook with every motion of 

the room, and reflected the rays of the San, 

which were admitted through fome holes 

contrived in the roof. 

You will no doubt be backward in cre­

diting theSe relations ; and the inconceivable 

expence this prince muft have been at in 

thefe undertakings,, will be apt to Stagger 

your belief. The town of Zehra, with 

the palace and gardens, coft him, for twenty-

five years, the annual fum of three hundred 

thoufand 
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thoufand dinars* ; add to this, the vaft 
fums requifite for the maintenance of a 
feraglio of f i x thoufand perfons, a moft 
numerous houfehoid, a guard of twelve thou­
fand lancemen, and an incredible number of 
horfes, and it can fcarce be conceived where 
he could find revenues Sufficient to anfwer 
fuch prodigious demands. All his life he 
kept on foot, and frequently fent into the 
field, very powerful armies. The falaries of 
the governors of provinces, towns, and 
forts; of the administrators of juftice ; the 
repairs of the fortified places, and the cur­
rent outgoings of a formidable regular ma­
rine establishment, are objects of fuch ex-
pence, that it is eaiier to. wonder than to 
believe, how they could be Satisfied. But 
upon taking a review of the opulence of 

* Reckoning the dinar at gs. id. the annual expence 
amounts to £. 137,500 and in twenty-five years this 
makes the fum of £. 3,437,500 fterling. 

E 3 • Spain 
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Spain at that epocha, of its trade, population, 

tributes, and taxes; that aftonifhment which 

we muft be feized with, on the hearing of 

thefe accounts, will in a great meafure fub-

fide. 

The Moors were then mailers of all 

the richeft provinces of Spain, populous 

to an excefs. In Cordova alone, they reck-, 

oned two hundred thoufand houfes, fix 

hundred mofques, and nine hundred public 

baths. * 

The Arabian hiftorian, f from whom 

'the prefent detail is taken, informs us, that 

* In all probability, moft of thefe houfes were very 

inconfiderable huts of one room, as the Moors never 

dwelt more than one family under the fame roof, 

f Mofc of thefe particulars are extracts from 

PHiftoire d'Afrique, par M 9 Cardonne, who tranflated 

them out of the Arabic. 

in 
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in his. time there were in Spain * eighty-

large cities, three hundred of the fecond 

order, and that the number of villages and 

hamlets was not to be counted ; upon the 

banks of the Guadalquivir, were no lefs 

than twelve thoufand villages; a traveller, 

in the courfe of a day's journey, met with 

three or four confiderable towns, and could 

not travel an hour without coming to a 

hamlet. 

The revenues of the Ommiad caliphs, 

in the time of Abdoulrahman the Third, 

amounted annually to twelve million nine 

hundred and forty-five thoufand dinars, or 

about five millions five hundred and twenty 

thoufand fix hundred twenty-five pounds 

fterling. Befides this income in Specie, a 

great number of impofts were paid in kind, 

* It does not appear from his account, whether he 

means the whole peninfula, or only the portion of it 

fubject to the Saracens. 

E 4 which 
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•which it is not poffible to afcertain or fix 

any average value upon; but it is certain 

they muft have been in proportion to the 

produce of the land, and confequently 

very great in a country inhabited by a nu­

merous and indefatigable nation, devoted to 

agriculture, which they had carried to a 

pitch of perfection unknown to the reft of 

Europe. * 

The mines of gold, filver, and other 

metals, which Spain ahounds with, were 

another inexhauftible fund of wealth to the 

Arabs, who kept a great number of mi­

ners conftantly employed. The difcovery 

of America, and of its treafures, which feem 

to have brought contempt upon the riches 

* This calculation of the Arabian hiftorian favours 

much of exaggeration ; as the fums mentioned far 

exceed all ideas we have of the quantity of gold and 

filver coin in circulation at the era : but I have given it 

in his words, without any farther comment. 
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of the old world, has deterred the kings 

of Spain from continuing to work the mines 

they have at home. 

The extenfive commerce carried on by the 

Moors with other nations, brought an in­

credible flow of Wealth into their country. 

I fhall not fpeak of their inland traffic, as 

I find nothing in their authors that can -

throw light upon it, or enable us to form 

any precife judgment of its extent and im­

portance. I intend to confine myfelf to 

the operations of their foreign commerce, 

which was diftributed into various channels, 

many of them rendering an exceffive pro­

fit, It confifted either of the natural un-

wrought productions of Spain, or part of 

the fame productions manufactured at home, 

and exported to foreign markets. 

Gold, filver, copper, raw-filk, oil, fugar, 

falfe cochineal, quickfilver, pig and caft iron, 

and above all, their filk and woollen manu­

factures, 
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failures, were the moft lucrative articles cf 

exportation. 

Ambergreafe, yellow amber, loadftone, 

antimony, fait, talc, marcaffites, rock chryf-

tal, tuttie, fulphur, faffron, ginger, myrrh, 

and various other drugs, formed other ob­

jects of trade, which, though inferior in 

value and quantity, produced neverthelefs 

great and clear returns. 

Much coral was fifhed on the coaft of 

Andaiufia, and that of Catalonia had a pearl-

fifhery. 

Spain contained many mines of rubies 

and other precious Stones ; thofe of rubies 

near Malaga and Bejar, and that of ame-

thyfts near Carthagena, were in the higheft 

repute. 1 . 
x 

Thefe different commodities were con­

veyed to Barbary, Egypt, and all the EaSt. 

The temper of the Spanifh arms Was 

held in the greateft repute by all the Afri­

cans ; Spain was in a manner their arfenal 
from 
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from which they drew their cuiraffes, buck­
lers, cafques, fcimitars, and daggers. 

The demand for raw-filk, and for the filk 
and woollen' fluffs of various colours made 
at Granada and Baca, and for the woollen 
cloths manufactured at Murcia, was very 
great throughout Africa: there can be no 
doubt, but their trade with Egypt muft 
have been upon a more extenfive plan than 
that with Barbary; the Spanifh Arabs car­
ried thither the goods of their country to 
barter againft thofe productions of Egypt, 
which Spain flood in need-of. The im-
menfity of their traffic with the Eaft, is 
not to be conceived ; for reafons of flate, 
the Ommiads conflantly endeavoured to 
keep upon the befl footing poffible with 
the court of Conftantinople, which they 
hoped would prove a check upon the en-
terprizes of the Caliphs of Damafcus, who 
never ceafed repining at the difmembering 
of their empire by the firfl Abdoulrahman, 

All 
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AH the ports of the Grecian dominions 

were open to the Spanifh traders, who im­

ported rich cargoes of merchandize adapted 

to the calls of that refined luxury, by 

which Conftantinople was then diftin-

guifhed; the profits upon fuch operations 

cf commerce may eafily be fuppofed to 

have been prodigious. 

Aikahem the Second fucceeded his father. 

The Arabian writer relates the following 

lingular proof of courage given by a cadi, 

in reproving this prince for a piece of in­

justice committed againft one of his fub-

jects. 

A ooor woman at Zehra ooiTeffed a 
J- x 

fmali foot of ground contiguous to the 

royal palace. The caliph being defirous of 

extending his gardens that way, made pro-

pofais to the old woman to difpofe of her 

land for a fum of money; but ihe con­

tinuing deaf to every argument employed 

to induce her to part with the inheritance 
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of her forefathers, the head gardener took 
by force what fixe refufed to yield to en­
treaty. The woman, in an agony of de-
fpair, flew to Cordova, to implore the fuc-
cour of Ibn Bechir, the chief cadi of the 
city. This magiftrate immediately mount-
ted his afs, taking with him a fack of ex­
traordinary fize, and prefented himfelf be­
fore Alkahem, who was then fitting in a 
magnificent pavilion on the very ground 
in queftion. The arrival of the cadi,, 
and the appearance of the wallet, furprized 
the fultan. Bechir having prGftrated him­
felf, entreated the prince to allow him to 
fill his fack with fome of the earth they 
were then upon. This requeft granted, 
and the bag full, the cadi defired him to 
help him to lift it on his afs. This ftrange 
demand was ftiil more amazing than the 
reft: however, the caliph consented : but 
upon putting his moulder to it, could not 
help complaining of the exceffive weight 

of 
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of the load. " Sir," replied the cadi, " this 
" bag, which you find fo heavy, contains 
" but a very fmail portion of the earth 
" which you have unjuftly taken from a 
" poor woman ; how then do you expect 
" to be able at the day of judgment to 
" Support the weight of the whole field 
*s you have had fo little fcruple cf ufurp-
" ing." Far from being incenfed at this 
audacious rebuke, the caliph generoufly 
acknowledged his fault, and ordered the 
land to be reftored to the proprietor with 

I A 

every thing he had caufed to be erected 
moon it. 

This monarch left a minor to fucceed 
him, and the kingdom to be governed by 
the famous vifier Mahomet Abenamir, fur-
named Alman%or, or the defender, from his 
great victories and wife conduct. His 
defcendants inherited from him the vifier-
fhip, and a power as abfolute as if they had 
been caliphs, until the weaknefs of the 

Sovereigns 
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Sovereigns encouraged, and the infolence 

of the minifters provoked the grandees to 

diiturb the State with their jealouSies and 

diSSenilons ; theSe broils occafioned Such a 

Series oS civil wars and anarchy, as over­

threw the throne of Cordova, and de­

stroyed the whole race of Abdoulrahman. 

Thus the glorious edifice founded by the 

valour and prudence of that conqueror, 

and cemented by Similar virtues in many of 

his Succeffors, funk into nothing, as foon as 

the fceptre devolved upon weak, ener­

vated princes, whofe indolence and incapa­

city transferred the management of every 

thing to a vifier. Many petty kingdoms 

Sprang up out of the ruins of this mighty 

empire ; and the Christians foon found op­

portunities of deftroymg, by feparate attacks, 

that tremendous power, which when uni­

ted had proved an overmatch for their ut-

moft force. 

But it is high time I Should put an end 
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to this long letter, which, I am afraid, you 

will look upon in no better a light, than that 

of an Arabian night's entertainment: The 

writers of the Moorifh hiftory, though 

often contemporaries of the princes whofe 

lives they relate, may with good reafon he 

fufpected of exaggeration in their difplay 

of the wealth and atchievements. of their 

heroes ; but nevertheless, there muft be 

fome truth at the bottom, and their details 

cannot fail of being entertaining to every 

curious reader. M y heart bleeds, while I 

tell you, that of all thefe glories, except the 

mofque, not even a ruin remains. Zehra, 

with all its delices, is erafed from the face 

of the earth ; no one even knows where 

it ftood, and its very exifcence may pafs 

for a fable. The piety of the Chriftians 

in converting the mofque into a church, 

has preferved it from a flmilar fate. 

That the wonders which have been the 

fubject of this letter, may obtain fome de­

gree 
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gree of probability in your eyes, I fhall 

haften to fketch out M exact defcription of 

that ancient place of worfhip. 

itiiiHaoiroitiyvgTMiiM*^ •• 

L E T T E R X X X V . 

Cordova, April 16, 1776^ 

T Did not intend fending you another 

letter from this city, as our plan was 

to have left it this morning by day-break ; 

but there is no depending on the things of 

this tranfitory world, much lefs on the fkill 

of a Spanifh wheelwright. . After waiting 

with impatience till he had completed the 

repairs of our mattered chaife, which had 

been overturned the day we came from 

Eccija, we at laft received from him our 

travelling orders, and fet off in great fpirits ; 

when, behold 1 directly oppofite to the 

Potro, a place well known to Don Quixote's 

VOL. 11. . F firft 
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firft landlord, one of our wheels flew into 
fifty pieces, and brought us to the ground 
in the middle of the kennel: upon this, 
we had no choice left but of returning to 
our inn to pafs this day and to-morrow in 
the beft manner we can. I fhall employ it 
in writing to you what I intended Should 
Serve to make a letter, to fill up part of my 
tedious hours in fome venta between 
Cordova and Madrid. 

The Potro, our ne plus ultra, is nothing 
more than a large fountain with a paltry 
ftone Statue of a colt on ' the top ; when 
Cervantes wrote his Romance, Seville was 
the mart of Europe, and all the neigh­
bouring places under the benign influence of 
commerce, were much more frequented and 
better known than at prefent; we walked on 
the playa of San Lucar, without feeing 
a Single idle fellow, and the compras of 
Seville are now as empty as the fquare be­
fore the Potro of Cordova. 

The mofque, in Spanifh called La Mef-
quita,. 
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quita, from the Arabic word mafgiad, a place 
of worjhip, was begun by Abdoulrahman 
the Firft, and deftined by him to remain to 
after-ages as a monument of his power and 
riches, and a principal fanctuary of his 
religion. His ideas were fublime, and he 
was. fortunate enough to find an architect 
whofe genius was equal to the tafk of put­
ting them in execution. He laid the foun­
dation of the work two years before he 
died: his fon Hiffem or Ifcan finilhed the 
whole mofque about the year 800. It was 
more than once altered and enlarged by the 
Mahometans themfelves, and has fince un­
dergone feveral changes fince it became a 
Chriftian church. The greateft alteration 
was made in the fifteenth century, by 
building a cupola in the center upon Gothic 
arches, and fcooping away part of the an­
cient edifice to form a large choir. 

In the days of the Muffulmen, the 
mofque was a fquare building, with a fiat 

F 2 roof 
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roof upon arches, which did not rife more 
than thirty-five feet above the pavement. 
It was four hundred and twenty in breadth, 
and five hundred and ten in length, in­
cluding the thicknefs of the walls. The 
roof Was borne up by near a thoufand 
columns according to fome accounts, and by 
feven hundred and feventy-eight according 
to others, which formed nineteen iles from 
eaft to weft, and twenty-nine from north to 
fouth, if we may truft to the defcription 
given by Morales, and many other hifto-
rians ; but I own I cannot fee how there 
could ever have been more than feventeen, 
and the plans of the academy mark no 
more. * The columns were of the richeft 

marbles ; 

* From my own obfervations, and an examination of 

the plans taken by the academicians, fent by the king to 

meafure and draw this and other ancient buildings in 

the fouth of Spain, I find the meafurements given by 

moft hiftorians who defcribe the' dimenfions of this 

church, 
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v \ • 

marbles; the twenty-four gates were plated 
with bronze, emboffed in a moft curious 
manner. The principal entrance had its 
folding doors covered with plates of gold. 
Upon the higheft cupola were three golden 
balls, bearing up a pomegranet and a flower 
de luce of the fame precious metal. Four 
thoufand feven hundred lamps burned in 
the mofque every night, and confumed in a 
year near twenty thoufand pounds of oil ; 
it alfo required annually fixty pounds of 
wood of aloes, and fixty of ambergreafe, 
for the perfumes. 

Such is the defcription of this famous 
temple left us in the writings of the Ara­
bian and old Spaniih authors. 

I now proceed to give you a minute ac« 

church, to be extremely difficult to reconcile, and I 

believe erroneous, at leaft not much to be depended 

upon ; for which reafon I have adhered to the plans 

above mentioned. 

p 3 count 
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entered 

count of its prefent ftate, after the notes 
I took down upon the fpot with the utmoft 
attention. 

The ftreets round the mofque are narrow, 
and ill calculated for affording a general 
view. But indeed there is nothing very 
fhewy on the outfide. The walls are plain 
enough, and not very high : the roof is hid 
behind battlements cut into fteps. On the 
eaft fide, the whole length is divided by 
buttreffes into thirteen divifions, and about 
the fame number on each of- the other 
three fides. The doors opened in many of 
thefe compartments are ornamented with 
ftucco of different colours. On the north 
fide is a lofty belfry, a modern building, 
that has made a total alteration in the ap­
pearance of that 'front. Seventeen gates 
admit you into the church and cloyfter. 
The cloyfter, or court which ferved the 
Mahometans for their ablutions, and as a 
place to leave their flippers in, before they 
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entered the holy houfe, is an oblong fquare 
of five hundred and ten feet (the length of 
the church), by two hundred and forty. A 
portico of hxty-two pillars environs it on 
three fides, about twenty-five feet wide. 
The middle is taken up with three handfome 
and copious fountains, groves of orange-
trees, and fome towering cypreffes and 
palms, which form a moil delightful retreat 
in the fultry hours. We have had occafion 
to experience the comforts of this fhade at 
noon-day, when the natives being all retired 
to their fiejla, we were left in full poffeffion 
of this ancient fabric. Contrary to the 
cuftom of the reft of Spain, the doors are 
left open all day. and nobody finds fault 
with thofe that faunter about in the church 
out of idlenefs or curiofity. 

Near the great gate, that leads from the 
cloyfter into the mofque, are three pieces of 
columns, each with an infcription, which 
vary from each other only in the name of 

F 4 the 
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the emperor, the reft of the words being 

alike in all three, 

T.I. C.A.E.S.A.R. D.I.V.I. A.V.G.V.S.T.I. F. 

D.I.V.I. I.V.L.I. N.E.P.O.S, A.V.G.V.S.T.V.S. 

P.O.N.T.V.F.E.X. M.A.X. X.X.I. C.O.S. 

V. I.M.P. T.R.I.B. P.O.T.E.S.T. X.X.X.V.I.I. 

A.B. I.A.N.O. A.V.G.V.S.T.O. Q/V.I. E.S.T. 

A.D. B.O.E.T.I.M. V.S.Q/V.E. A.D. 

6 .C.E.A.N.V.M. 

L.X.I.I.I.I. 

The others bear the names of Auguftus 

and Cains, What thefe kind of mileftones, 

and the Janus Auguftus were, I confefs I 

am. not able to inform you, nor can I pro­

cure any information from Maffei's collec­

tion of infcriptions, as, inftead of explaining 

thefe lines, he doubts of there being any fuch 

exifting. 

The grand entrance of the church is at 

the thirteenth ile from the eaft wall, which 



• 

as tile tyrant Frocruites did his gueits : to the 

fhort ones they clapped on monftrous capitals, 

and thick bafes ; thofe that were too long for 

their purpofe had their bafe chopped off, 

and a diminutive fhallow bonnet placed on 

their head, However, the thicknefs of the 

fhaft 





T R A V E L S T H R O U G H S P A I N . 89 

is rather wider and loftier than the reft, and 
the parts more decorated. 

Nothing can be more ftriking than the 
firft ftep into this fingular rather than beau­
tiful edifice. To acquire fome idea of it, 
you muft reprefent to yourfelf a vaft gloomy 
labyrinth, like what the French are fo fond 
of in their gardens, a fine quincunx. It is 
divided into feventeen iles, or naves, (each 
about twenty feet wide) by rows of columns 
of various marbles, viz. blue with white 
veins, yellow, red, red veined with white, 
gray, and Granadine and African green. 

' Thefe pillars are not all of the fame height; 
for the Arabs, having taken them.from Ro­
man buildings, ferved them in the fame manner 
as the tyrant Procruftes did his guefts : to the 
fhort ones they clapped on monftrous capitals, 
and thick bafes ; thofe that were too long for 
their purpofe had their bafe chopped off, 
and a diminutive fhaljow bonnet placed on 
their head. However, the thicknefs of the 

fhaft 
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ihaft is pretty equal throughout, about 

eighteen inches diameter, and the capitals 

are generally barbarous imitations of thofe 

of the Corinthian order. A couple of 

arches, one above the other, rifmg from 

the columns, run along the rows; and from 

the fame bans Springs an arch that forms the 

roof of each ile. 

By Several alterations and additions, the 

Moors had divided the whole moSque into 

four parts, marked out by two lines of ciuf-

tered pillars, croffing each other at right 

angles : three of" thefe portions were allot­

ted to the populace and the women; the 

fourth, in the fouth-eaft angle, was referved 

for the nobility and clergy. In this laft 

quarter was the zancarrón, or holy chapel, 

where they depoSited the books of the law. 

The door of it faced the great gate, down 

the principal ile. The ornaments and ar­

chitecture of this Sanctuary, and oS the 

throne of Almanfor, which is in front, at 
the 
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the diftance of fix intercolumniations from it, 

are very different from thofe employed in the 

other parts. Two ranges of columns that fup-

port the fcreen before this penetrale, are about 

fix feet high; the upper ones of red and white 

marble, the lower of green, with capitals 

moft minutely carved and gilt. The roof of 

the dark inner fanctuary is/aid to be of one 

block of marble, eighteen feet wide: if fo, 

it is not only curious for its fize and quality, 

but alfo for the ingenuity of the architect, 

in placing it in fo perfect an equilibrium, as 

to remain unihaken fo many ages. The 

manner of cafting the arches, grouping the 

columns, and defigning the foliages of this 

fcreen and of the throne (which is an exact 

repetition of the fcreen), is very heavy, intri­

cate, and barbarous, unlike all the Moorifh 

architecture I law at Granada. Indeed it is 

many centuries more ancient than any orna­

mental work at that pi ¿ICG9 

The zancarrón is now the property of the 

4 duke 
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duke of Alba, who has his family vault 
under it. 

Behind this chapel, and on each fide of it, 
were the lodgings of the dervifhes, which 
now ferve for chapter-houfe, facrifty, and 
treafury. This church is extremely rich in 
plate, and has lately added to its ftore 
four ponderous filver candlefticks, very nice­
ly wrought: they were made in Cordova, 
and coft about eight hundred and fiftypounds 
fterling apiece. 

It is fcarce poffible to afcertain the exact 
number of columns in the mofque, as they 
originally Stood, becaufe great changes have 
been made, many taken away, difplaced, or 
built up in the walls of chapels, and feveral 
added when the choir was erected in the cen­
ter, of the whole. Were this choir in any 
other church, it would deferve great praife, 
for the Gothic grandeur of the plan, the 
loftinefs of the dome, the carving of the 

Stalls, 
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ftalls, * and the elegance and high finiihing 
of the arches and ornaments: but in the 
middle of the Mooriih mofque, it deftroys 
all unity of defign, darkens the reft, and 
renders confufed every idea of the original 
general effect of the building. Many cha­
pels ftuck up in various parts between the 
pillars, interrupt the enfilade, and block up 
the paffage. The worft of all, is a large 
chapel of the Virgin, that clofes the main 
ile exactly in the middle ; and the throne 
of Almanfor is now occupied by a poor piece 
of legendary painting. 

I can imagine no coup cFxil more extraor» 
dinary than that taken in by the eye, when, 
placed in fuch fpots of the church as afford 
a clear reach down the' iles, at right angles, 
uninterrupted by chapels and modern erec-

* The ftalls were carved after the defigns of Cor­

nejo of Seville. It took twelve years to finiih.the 

work, and one to put it up. 

tions. 
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tions. Equally wonderful is the appear­

ance, when you look from the points that 

give you all the rows of pillars and arches 

in an oblique line. It is a moft puzzling 

fcene of confufion. 

L igh t i s admitted by the doors, and fe-

veral fmall cupolas; but neverthelefs the 

church is dark and awful: people walking 

through this chaos of pillars feem to anfwer 

the romantic ideas of magic, inchanted 

knights, or difcontented wandering fpirits. 

In one of the cupolas hangs the tooth of 

an elephant; which, our guide told us, 

had formerly belonged to one of thofe ani­

mals, that was particularly ufeful in carrying 

ftones, and other materials for building the 

mofque. . 
A very extraordinary circumftance at­

tending the church, which we have been 
thrice eye-witneffes of, is, that when the 
foundlings given out to parifh-nurfes die, 
-they are brought into the cathedral, and 

laid 
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laid upon a particular altar, that the chaplain 
may take them away to bury them. I went 
up to the firft I faw, miftaking it for a votive 
waxen faint, prepared for fome ceremony; 
nor was I undeceived till I touched the poor 
little creature. The fecond was laid down while 
we were there, and had all the fymptoms of 
having been ftarved to death. There are not 
lefs than five hundred children loft to the 
population of Cordova every year in this 
manner, by neglect or ill treatment. 

An officer took us out this. afternoon 
to the bifhop's country-houfe down the 
river. The late prelate was very fond of 
it, and had made it a pleafant, comfortable 
retreat; but Since his death it is become very 
ruinous. The revenues of the fee amount 
to three thoufand. five hundred pounds fter-
ling a year. As the bifhops cannot devife 
by will, all they die poffeffed of efcheates 
to the king. 

The fine earthen jars, called buxaros^ 
which 
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which are made in Andalufia, are remarkably 
convenient for water drinkers, as they are 
light, fmooth, and handy: being not more 
than half baked, they are very porous, and 
the outfide is kept moift by the water's filter-

• ing through : though placed in the fun, the 
water in the pots remains as cold as ice. 
The moft difagreeable circumftance attend­
ing them is, that they tmit a fmell of earth 
refrefhed by a fudden mower after a long 
drought. 

I am juft informed that our wheel will 
require another day to be refitted ; which 
is a terrible piece of news indeed this rainy 
weather; for every day the roads will grow 
worfe and worfe, and we are not able to 
Tide about to fee the environs. Were there 
fuch a thing as a bookfeller in this once 
learned city, I would buy Seneca, and try 
what confolation his philofophy affords in 
his native country. 
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L E T T E R X X X V I . 

Santa Cruz, April 21, 1776. 

T W R I T E this from the Campo de 
Montiel, not very far from a Lugar 

de cuyo nombre no quiero acordarme :* Have 
paffed over the Sierra Morena, and being 
now fairly entered into Don Quixote's own 
country, cannot refift the temptation of 
beginning a letter, let the end of it be writ­
ten where it may fo happen. 

On the 18th we made our departure good 
from Cordova: but proceeded with fear 
and trembling, every moment peeping out 
to examine the ftate of our wheels, and, at 
each unmerciful jolt, biting our lips, and 
drawing up into our refpecHve corners, to 
prepare for an overturn. Time gave us 
courage, and the anxiety palling off by de­
grees, we ventured to look out, and enjoy 

* The firft words in Don Quixote. 

VOL. 11. G the 
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the fine vale of the Guadalquivir, which 
runs between two ridges of hills, covered 
with hanging woods and olive yards ; feve-
ral clear ftreams traverfe the plain, and fall 
into the river. Tjhe ancient raifed road, 
be it Roman or Moorifh, was always moft 
acceptable to us, whenever we got upon it: 
for it is a fine hard gravel above the level of 
dirt and water. Every brook had its bridge, 
but fcarce one in twenty now remains. 

At the bridge of Alcoiea, where we paffed 
to the fouth of the river, are kept the king's 
ftaliions. One or two of them are noble 
horfes ; but an Andalufian breeder values 
a horfe for fuch points in his make, as would 
deter an Englifh jockey from buying him. 
The former requires his horfe to be forward 
and bulky in the ihoulders, with his forelegs 
far back under his belly, and the tail fet fo 
low, as. always to be fqueezed clofe to his 
hams; he never, fuffers him to lie down, 
but keeps him conftantly on a clean pave­

ment 
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ment floping from the manger, with his 

forelegs clofe chained to the ground. You 

know Cordova has long been famous for 

its breed of horfes, but it feems to be 

ftrangely fallen off; very few good looking 

ones are now to be met with. A gentleman 

of that city affured us, as indeed we had 

heard before, that the breed was much neg­

lected, and little care taken to preferve it 

pure and genuine; the king having given 

the fuperintendence of his ftud to a ftranger, 

a foot officer, who perhaps never rode any 

thing but an afs or a mule in his life. Be­

fore this change, the employment was al­

ways held by a Cordovefe nobleman, who, 

as well as his friends, piqued himfelf upon 

breeding and exhibiting the choiceft horfes 

poffible; but now in difguft, they have 

entirely laid afide all thought or tafte for 

that purfuit, and. feem quite indifferent 

about the animals they ride or drive. 

For two days we travelled up the river, 

G 2 The 
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The country it waters is very rich and beau­
tiful ; the plains extending far and near, 
charmingly ftreaked with rows of olive-
trees; towns and caftles near each other 
along the banks; the northern hills darkened 
with woods, and all the diftant eminences 
to the fouth, green with corn: this luxu­
riance of vegetation and fatnefs of foil, 
rendered the roads abominably deep; our 
baggage was obliged to be carried upon 
mules half a day to eafe the draught of the 
carriages. The cliffs along the river-fide 
fwarmed with flocks of a moft elegant bird, 
called an Abejaruxa or Bee-eater; we fhot 
feveral of them, and longed much to be. 
able to preferve them in their feathers, or 
to have time and opportunity to paint them 
for your infpe&ion, as I am certain the Tight 
of them would give you great pleafure. 
They are about the fize ; of a blackbird; 
their back is of a light brpwn colour, fhaded 
with burnifhed gold, growing more deep 

and 
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and ardent towards the head, ending in a 

pale yellow, mixed with a greenifh blue 

about the beak, which is very long, black, 

fharp and ftraight; a black ftroke runs from 

the beak round the eye, which is of a 

bright fcarlet colour ; the throat is yellow; 

the breaft, down which runs a narrow black 

line, is of a fine blue, that becomes lighter 

along the belly; the upper part of the tail 

is azure, the under brown; the wings of a 

brownifh yellow, furrounded with a blue 

ftripe, tipped with black. 

At Carpio is a Moorifh mill or engine, 

with three huge wheels, which raifes water 

to a great height, and conveys it to enrich 

a large tract of level, The landfcape near 

it is remarkably pleafmg, -

At Anduxar, we took our leave of the 

Roman road, and of the river, which how­

ever we had now and then a diftant peep 

of from the heights. 

Yefterday we entered the Sierra Morena, 

G 3 a chain 
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a chain of mountains that divides Caftille 

from Andalufia ; rendered famous b y the 

wars of the Chriftians and Mahometans, but 

perhaps better known by being the fcene 

where the immortal Miguel de Cervantes 

has placed the moft entertaining adventures 

of his hero. As we were near the eaftern 

extremity, the land, though very high, and 

commanding a vaft profpect to the fouth, 

did not in the leaft refemble a ridge of 

mountains, fuch as the Alps, the Pyreneans, 

or many others. It did not appear much 

more broken and elevated than many parts 

of England, which are well inhabited and 

cultivated. 

The journey was very agreeable up the 

courfe of the Rio de las Piedras, a clear 

roaring torrent, tumbling over a bed of 

rocks, through glens of beautiful woods ; 

the waftes are covered with a profufe variety 

of flowering fhrubs ; particularly ciftus of 
many 
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many forts, among which the gum-ciftus 

or rock-rofe is the handfomeft; they gather 

manna from it in fpring, by beating the 

bufhes with fmall twigs, to which the 

vifcous fubftance of the plant adheres. S u ­

mach alfo grOws in great abundance on thefe 

hills; it is cut down in Auguft, the leaves, 

flower, and ftalk, are ail pounded together, 

and ufed in lieu of oak-bark in dreffing 

hides. 

We now entered the new Colony of La 

Carolina, andIts dependencies, planted eight 

years ago by the king, ,in a very extenfiye 

tract of woody mountainous country. 

The firft fettlers were Germans ; -but from 

eating unwholefome herbs, and drinking too 

much wine and-brandy, above half of them 

-died, now the inhabitants are .the mix­

ture of Germans, French, Savoyards, Cata-

lonians, and -other- Spaniards. The reach 

of land in cultivation, and full of houfes 

•and villages, where there was -nothing be-

G 4 fore 
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fore but forefts, the retreats of banditti, 

extends at leaft three leagues in length, and, 

I believe, very little lefs in breadth. They 

talk of ten thoufand families being already 

fettled here ; but I do not fee how it is 

poffible there can be any thing like that 

number, < 

La Carolina, the capital of all the colo­

nies," ftands on a fine hill that towers over the 

whole fettlement, and indeed over moft part 

of the provinces of Granada and Cordova. 

For the fake of thus overlooking the reft of 

the plantations, they have placed it in a fpot 

deficient in wood and water; and reduced 

themfelves- to the neceffity of digging an 

incredible number of wells for the purpofes 

of drinking, and watering their gardens. 

The whole town is new from the founda­

tions, for there was not a cottage there eight 

years ago; the ftreets^are wide, and drawn 

in ftrait lines, but the ground is not fuffici-

ently levelled ; the houfes are upon an uni­

form 
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form plan, without the leaft decoration : 
the church fronts the principal fouth road ; 
and a tower placed at each angle marks the 
extent of the town, which is to be an exact 
fquare : the market place and another fquare, 
are very fpacious and fhewy. All the flat 
on the crown of the hill before the town 
is laid out in kitchen gardens, and planted 
with avenues of elms, which are to ferve 
hereafter for public walks. 

I never faw a fcene more pleafing to the 
eye, or more fatisfactory to the mind of 
every perfon that feels himfelf interefteu in 
the welfare of his fellow creatures : his 
humanity muft exult at the probability of 
their lot being fo much ameliorated : for 
my part I enjoyed the moft agreeable fenfa-
tions at the fight of this abfolute creation, 
this new world rifen out of the very heart 
of defolation and folitude ; every thing 
feems fo alive, fo green, neat, and thriving 5 
in a word, fo unlike the reft of this unactive 

kingdom. 
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kingdom. About a year ago, the depart­
ment or diftrict of the town of La Carolina, 
contained near eight thoufand fouls, but I 
was not able to obtain any exact informa­
tion of the extent comprifed under that de­
nomination : three hundred Catalonian ma­
nufacturers came to fettle here in the courfe 
of laft year: cloth and other manufactures 
feem to go on brifkly; but I fear there is 
an inconftancy, a languor in the purfuit of 
projects, inherent in the very effence of 
the Spanifh government, that will greatly 
retard the further progrefs of this colony; 
in the beginning they fpare neither pains 
nor expence to carry on a fcheme, as may 
be feen here, where it is aftonifhing to be­
hold how much has been done in a very 
fhort fpace of time. Our matter muleteer, 
who had never been here fince the Mique-
lets were lent to fcour the country, and 
tleftroy the gang of robbers that harboured 
hereabouts, could fcarce believe his eyes, 

and 
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and did nothing but raife his hands to hea­
ven and crofs himfelf, as if he had got into 
a land of witches. It was no fmall en­
hancement of the merit of the place, to find 
an excellent inn and good dinner, and to 
regale ourfelves upon excellent cow's milk 
and butter, to which we had been long 
ftrangers; for though they have cows in 
many parts of Spain, they feldom milk 
them, but keep them for breeding, and 
fattening in their old days for ffaughter. 

Now I have fhewn you the fair fide of 
La Carolina, I cannot, as a juft and impar­
tial correfpondent, avoid informing you of 
the vices of its conftitution, the defects in 
eftablifhment and direction, with the reafons 
I have for fufpecting it will fail off every 
year, till it dwindles away to a petty Spaniih 
town, juft kept alive by the monies fpent 
at the inns by muleteers and paffengers. 

The foreigners complain, with what 
juffice I know not, of not having been 

treated 
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treated with the indulgence and tendernefs 
an infant colony requires ; if any of them 
expreffed difcontent, or feemed defirous of 
returning to his native country, he was in-
ftantly fecured, and chaftifed by a long and 
fevere imprifonment. Many families were 
two or three years before their allotments 
were made out, during which time they 
were obliged to work gratis for the other 
fettlers ; unmarried people were allowed no 
fhare of land, but employed as fervants to 
the reft; when the poor Alfacians or Savoy­
ards had the good fortune to be placed upon a 
rich patch of foil, and had brought it into tole­
rable condition, they were frequently oufted 
by the governor, their habitation transferred to 
a Spanifh family, and themfelves fent to im­
prove a more bleakand barren partof thehills. 
The king gives all new comers one year's 
feed corn, two cows, ten goats, fome imple­
ments of hufbandry, and fome houfhold fluff, 
which is generally infinitely worfe than his 

majefly 
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majeSty intends it mould be: he pays them a 
Stipend for their maintenance forthe firft three 
years. Some few foreigners, having numerous 
families grown up, thrive and improve in 
their circumftances, but the reft will in all 
probability leave the country as foon as 
the time of their contract expires, provided 
they be allowed to remove. The Spaniards 
have gradually got polTeffion of the beft 
plantations, and the town of Carolina has 
fcarce any other inhabitants. The worft of 
all is, that there feems to be no outlet from 
this Settlement, in cafe their manufactures 
mould arrive at any degree of perfection, for 
it is on every fide extremely remote from the 
fea, and many days journey by land from 
the great cities of Spain, where the con­
sumption of their commodities might be ex­
pected to turn to any conSiderable account. 

A little north of Carolina, we paSSed 
through a new village called Las Navas de 

1 ToloSa^ 
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Tolofa, from the old name of the defile in 
the neighbouring mountains where, in 
1212, Alfonfo the Ninth, king of Caftille, 
Peter the Second, of Aragon, and Sancho 
the Seventh of Navarre, with their joint 
forces, attacked and cut to pieces the army 
of Mahomet, king of Morocco. Hiftorians 
gravely tell us, that there fell no lefs than 
two hundred thoufand Moors, more than 
half their army, with the lofs of only 
twenty-five Chriftians. In a letter faid to 
have been written by Alfonfo to the Pope, 
this lift of the (lain is given. I always thought 
it a molt extraordinary ftory, but now that 
I have feen the field of battle, I look upon 
it to be full as wonderful how three hundred 
and fifty thoufand Moors, without reckoning 
the Spaniih forces, could contrive to fqueeze 
themfelves into fuch a heap of mountains 
jumbled together, where you could not find 

twenty 
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twenty yards of level ground for fome miles 
round the fpot. * 

The evening was very fine, and the hills 
fteep, which induced us to- walk moft part 
of the way. Having got a good diftance 
before the carriages, among fome woody 
dells, we began to be in great hopes and 
conftant expectation of fome Gardenia or 
Dorothea bolting out upon us. While we 
were amufing ourfelves with fuch Quixotic 
reveries, the found of a guitar fuddenly 
(truck our ears. At a turn of the road, clofe 
by the fide of a fweet murmuring brook, 
we met with about a dozen well dreffed 
men, and as many fmart, handfome dam-
fels, dancing upon a platform of large level 
ftones. The females that were not bufy 
dancing, were feated under fine hanging 

* Many learned men, fome of them Spaniards, 

doubt whether ever fuch a battle was fought on this 

fpot. It is the ground-work on which the Voto de Sant 

lago, and the frauds of Medina Conde are founded. 

a, woods, 
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woods, on a natural amphitheatre of rocks. 

The principal men came very politely up 

to us, and invited us to partake of their 

fport, while a very pretty girl prefented us 

with fweetmcats and fugar-plums. A jolly 

friar feemed to do the honours of this fete 

champêtre, and to have the privilege of 

throwing his handkerchief at which of the 

fultanas he pleafed ; for they all courted his 

fmiles and careffcs. We ftayed fome time 

with this merry crew, who danced feveral 

feguidillas, and fang feveral fongs at our 

requeft. They preffed us much to go back 

up the hill, and pafs the night with them at 

the houfe they belonged to, where they 

intended to be very frolicfome : but as it 

began to rain, we declined the kind offer, 

and parted with our new friends, whofe 

muficand jovial fhouts we had the pleafure 

to hear re-echoed by the rocks, almoft during 

our whole walk up to our inn at Miranda. 

This morning the heavieft of our trunks 

being 
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being put upon mules, to lighten the chaifes, 
we croiTed the Sierra Morena, at the pafs 
called El Puerto del Rey. The road is far 
from bad, though fteep ; but the mountain 
is as dreary and difagreeable as any thing 
can well be. The heavy rain did not render 
us more indulgent to its ill-favoured afpect. 
In Cervantes' days, there were perhaps 
noble woods to cover all this nakednefs, as 
here and there fome venerable pines and 
chefnut-trees remain fad monuments of an­
cient forefts. 

All the Mancha before us feems to be a 
bare corn-country, ugly and tedious beyond 
expreffion. For my part, unlets it be to look 
out at a venta, or peep about for an adven­
ture at the meeting of the crofs-roads, I 
intend fieeping all the way to Madrid. 

VOL. 11. H L E T -
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L E T T E R X X X V I I . 

• -

Madrid, April 27, 1776. 

E perceived a very fevere alteration 

in the climate as foon as we de­

fended the Sierra Morena, and entered the 

Mancha: from the beginning of fummer 

we were in a manner thrown back to the 

laft months of winter. In Andalufia, the 

vines were all in leaf, and their fruit fet; 

the flowers of the fhrubs falling off to make 

way for the feed. On the northern fide of 

the mountains fcarce afrefh leaf was to be 

feen, or a bud in the vineyards; the poor 

ftarved bufhes, with juft a flower or two 

blown; the weather cold; and. raw j in a 

word, it is difficult to conceive fo fudden 

and fo thorough a change of feafons as that 

which we experienced in this journey. 

The Mancha is an immenfe plain, inter* 

fe&ed 
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fected by different ridges of low hills and 
rocks: not an inclofure of any kind, except 
mud-walls about the villages : and really I 
can almoftfay, there is not a tree to be feen 
from the Sierra Morena to Toledo, nor from 
the banks of the Tagus to Madrid : a few 
dwarfifh evergreen oaks, huddled together 
in nooks of hills, and fome ftumpy olive 
plants, ficarce deferve the name of trees. 
All this vaft tract of open country is culti­
vated in corn or vines : there cannot be an 
uglier. The villages are large; few or no 
fmgle houfes ; and not a vent a that I could 
fix upon for the fcene of any action in Don 
Quixote. We lay at Puertolapiche, a fmali 
village mentioned by Cervantes ; but I think 
he omits telling us what adventure was at-
chieved there. In fhort, with all the helps 
of imagination, and reading the book all 
the way, the country did not raife one 
agreeable idea, nor tempt me to take a 
fmgle fketch of any part of it. The houfes 

H 2 ,. are, 
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are built with mud and gravel. The wo­
men cover their heads with coloured hand­
kerchiefs, and their necks with laced pala­
tines. 

Val de Penas produces a very pleafant red 
wine, the moft drinkable, for common ufe, 
of any in Spain. The provifion of wine 
for the king is kept in hogiheads ; the re­
mainder of the vintage in fkins. The belt 
wine fells at the rate of twenty reals the 
arroba. 

The badnefs of the weather hindered us 
from riding a few miles out of the road to 
vifit Los Qjos delà Guadiana, where that 
river, after running eight leagues under 
ground, rifes up to day, and thence takes 
its courte towards Eftramadura. We paffed 
over the fubterraneous river at the Venta de 
Quefada, where the well in the yard com­
municates with it. , Straw, or any kind of 
light ftuff, dropped into the well, is hurried 
away with fuch rapidity by the ftream, that 

you 
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you will not bring up a (ingle ftraw, 
though you let down the bucket almoft in-
ftantaneouily. The incurious Spaniards have 
made fo few experiments upon this pheno­
menon, that we could procure no further 
intelligence on this head. The Manchegos 
have a pretty fong about thefe eyes of the 
Guadiana, which, however, they declare 
to be much lefs wonderful than thofe of 
their miftrefs. At Confuegra, a moil beau­
tiful gipfy girl, with the fweeteft eyes in 
the world, fung it to us, and danced fegui-
dillas to the tune with admirable agility 
and expreffion. She was quite Preciofa the 
little gipfy', with her foft voice and affected 
lifp. It is a pity her beauty was much 
impaired by her mode of dreffing, which 
gave her a moil prominent belly, a defect 
few Spanifh women are free from, and a 
flat low breaft, which they eileem a great 
perfection in a lady's fhape. 

H 3 Toledo 
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Toledo is the ftrangeft city you can 
imagine in point of fituation ; Something 
like Durham, or Richmond in Yorkfhire, 
but not equal to either in beauty, as it is 
totally bare of wood. 

The Tagus, after winding at large through 
a fine plain, which a little more wood would 
render very agreeable to the eye, comes at 
laft to be wedged in between two ramparts 
of high Steep rocks : the paffage is very nar­
row, and before the river gets out again 
into abroad bed and open ground, it al-
moft returns to the place where it entered 
the defile, On this rocky penhrfula Stands 
the city, exceedingly ill built, poor, and 
ugly. The Streets are So Steep, that no 
Stranger in his Sober SenSes would venture up 
pr down them in a carriage. 

The Alcazar, or ancient palace, which 
was burnt down by the allied army in the 
beginning of the.century, is placed on the.-
higheft point of all. It is a noble extenSive 

building. 
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building, and has juft undergone a thorough 

repair, at the expence of the archbifhop, 

who has fortunately taken a turn towards 

employing fome portion of his great reve­

nues in works of public utility, fuch as this 

palace, a new road to Aranjuez, and a 

ftreet in the town.* It is fuppofed that the 

* The fee of Toledo is faid to be worth four hun­

dred thoufand ducats a -year ; but there are large de­

ductions to be made. Befides the proportion the infant 

Don Lewis receives, and penfions to different people, 

it pays annually fifteen thoufand ducats to the monks of 

the Efcurial, notwithftanding Philip the Second grant­

ed to them no lefs than thirty villages in their neigh­

bourhood. The Spaniih court finds many ways of 

leffening the revenues of the" church, by penfions, do- -

nations to hofpitals, charitable foundations, and pre­

miums to the focieties of agriculture. There is not a 

bifhoprick in the kingdom but has fomebody or other 

quartered upon i t ; and I believe the fecond-rate bene­

fices are in the fame predicament. Out of the rich 

canonries and prebends] are taken the penfions of the 

new order of knights of Carlos tercero. 

H 4 Alcazar 
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Alcazar will be converted into an hofpital or 
orphan-houfe. The architecture is chafte 
and unaffected; the inner court is very-
grand ; its colonnade of granite columns, 
of the Corinthian order, makes a noble ap­
pearance ; the chapel is lofty and narrow, 
which renders it convenient to attend di­
vine fervice, as there is a balcony in each 
ftory of the houfe that leads into it. 
The Stables are under the kitchens and of­
fices, and are large enough to contain a very 
considerable number of horfes. The garret 
ftory is one open gallery for playing in, 
above eighty yards in length. In the middle 
Stories are Several large halls, the moSt Spaci­
ous of which meaSures about one hundred 
and Sixty feet by thirty-fix. 

The cathedral has nothing particularly 
beautiful on the outfide above the common 
run of Gothic churches: it is not to be 
compared with many we have in England, 
The Steeple is in the ugly Style of the Fle­

mish 
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mifli and German fpires, a heap of blue 
turrets piled one upon another. The in-
fide is well lighted and cheerful, neither 
heavy, nor confufed with too many orna­
ments : the decorations added of late years 
are not in the beft of taftes, but in rich-
nefs of gilding without a competitor. The 
wealth of the archbifhop and chapter dis­
plays itfelf in the profufion of gold laviihed 
on the walls; they have gilded the iron 
rails, the Gothic arches, and even drawn 
lines of gold to mark the joints of the 
ftones with which the pillars of the choir 
are built. 

The group of angels, called El tranfpa-
rente, which is fixed behind the choir, 
and efteemed by the Toledans the glory of 
their church, is at beft but a clumfy, ill— 
defi gned monument, remarkable for nothing 
but the finenefs of the marble and other 
materials. - . 

.One 



122 T R A V E L S T H R O U G H S P A I N . 

One of the greateft vexations a curious 
perfon experiences in travelling through 
Spain, is the fcarcity, the non-exiftence of 
tolerable Ciceroni ; thofe you meet with are 
generally coblers, who throw a brown cloak 
over their ragged apparel, and conduct you 
to a church or two, where they cannot give 
you the leaft fatisfactory information con­
cerning its antiquities or curiofities. This 
is literally the cafe at Toledo : but to make 
amends, they lead you to a hole in a pillar, 
where the holt was hidden all the time that 
the Saracens were in poffeffion of the city, 
though the whole fabric has been built from 
the ground fmce the expulfion of the Moors; 
for Saint Ferdinand laid the firft ftone of 
the prefent church in 1226. They alfo fhew 
you the ftone on which the Virgin Mary 
flood, when the came to pay a vifit to Saint 
Ildephonfus, and which is worn through by 
the fingers of the pilgrims. Afk them any 
thing about the Mofarabic chapel, and what 
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is done there, they will tell you, as they 
did us, that mafs is faid there in Greek. 
That you may not accufe me of being as 
barren of inftruction as our conductors, I 
fhall put together the chief points wherein 
the * Mofarabic rite differs from that of the 
Roman miffal. The former liturgy was 
conftantly ufed by the church of Spain, 
down to the pontificate of Gregory the 
Seventh, in the eleventh century; it had 
been confirmed by feveral Spanifh councils, 
commented upon and illuftrated by Saint 
Ifidore of Seville: but the policy of the 
court of Rome, and its influence over the 
mind of Alphonfus the Sixth, who had 
lately conquered Toledo, overcame the ob-
ftinate attachment of the Spanifh clergy. 
Notwithstanding the prowefs of the Mofa-

The Mofarabic rite is fo called from its having been 

pbferved by the Chriftians that remained in the 

provinces conquered by the Arabians. 

rabic 
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rabic champion, who came off victorious 

in the fight (for it was agreed to try the 

merits of the two liturgies by fingle com­

bat) notwithftanding the flames were not 

more indulgent to the Roman than to the 

Gothic ritual, when, in hopes of a decifive 

miracle, the two books were thrown into 

the fire before the king, notwithftanding 

the clamours raifed by the natives, the an­

cient rite was abrogated in the greater part 

of the kingdom. It fubfifted in fix pariihes 

of Toledo as late as the fifteenth centurv, 

but is now reftrained to the fingle chapel of 

Saint Euftatia, in the cathedral, where 

Cardinal Ximenes, unwilling that his church 

fhouìd icfe all remembrance of its ancient 

forms, made a foundation for thirteen priefts 

and three clerks, who officiate every morn­

ing according to the Mofarabic manner. 

In effentiais this ritual agrees perfectly 

with Rome, but in many outward forms 

differs widely. I fufpect it varied much 

more 
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more in its original ftate; for it is hardly-
credible the difpute could have been fo obfti-
nately maintained for fuch trifling deviations 
as what now fubfift. But indeed that would 
not amount to an undeniable proof; we 
know that the church has always looked 
upon the refiftance to its authority to be of 
more confequence than the difference in 
outward ceremonies. 

The prayers before mafs are npt the fame; 
nor always the fame portions of fcripture 
read on the fame feftivals. In the Roman 
miffal are two leffons, one from the Old 
Teftament or the Epiftles, and one from the 
Gofpels: the Mofarabic gives three, one 
from the Old Teftament, another from the 
Epiftles, and a third from the Gofpels. 
The Romans fay the creed before the offer­
tory, the others after the confecration. 

Toledo has lain in the route of molt of 
thofe travellers that have written on Spain ; 
and in them you will find ample accounts of 

every 
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every thing remarkable. As I hate repe­

titions, and would willingly avoid them 

whenever it is poffible, give me leave to refer 

you to the works of thofe gentlemen. One 

circumftance only I cannot refufe myfelf the 

fatisfaction of acquainting you with, though 

I make no doubt but it is an anecdote to be 

met with in twenty books of travels. In 

the convent of St. Francis, founded by 

Ferdinand and Ifabella, the nrft novice re­

ceived was Ximenes, who, in the courfe of 

the fame reign, rofe to be cardinal, arch-

bifhop of Toledo, and prime minifter of 

Spain. His hiftory, as well as that of Don 

Juan de Padilla, have lately acquired re­

doubled luftre from the pen of Dr. Robert-

fon ; in whofe admirable life of Charles the 

Fifth is to be found every neceffary infor­

mation relative to the revolt of Toledo. 

From the ancient capital of New Caftille 

to within half a league of Madrid, the 

prefent feat of government, the roads are 

A as 
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as bad as in any part of the kingdom, and 
the country extremely ugly. I do not 
imagine the moft pitiful city in the penin-
fula can make a more defpicable figure than 
this metropolis of all the Spains does from 
the oppofite hills, as you approach it on 
the fouth fide ; neither tree, villa, nor gar­
den, until you arrive at the avenues of the 
town ; the corn-fields run up clofe to the 
houfes ; in fhort, the whole landfcape round 
you is the bareft and moft melancholy I ever 
beheld : but as foon as the trees of the walks 
fhut out the profpect of the neighbouring 
country, the appearance of Madrid is grand 
and lively; noble ftreets, good houfes, and 
excellent pavement, as clean as it once was 
dirty. 

The court is abfent from Madrid, fo that 
our ftay here will be no longer than will be 
fufficient to reft ourfelves, and get our 
things put in order for our appearance at 
Aranjuez. 

L E T -
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L E T T E R XXXVII I . 

Aranjuez, May 3d, 1776. 

r~jg~^HIS place is twenty-feven miles from 
Madrid; the road to it extremely 

fine; but the trees planted on each fide are 
as yet too young to fhut out the abominable 
country it paffes through. The prefent 
king made it at the vaft expence of one hun­
dred and thirty thoufand pounds fterling. 
The new bridge over the Xarama, at the de-
fcent into the plain, is very long and grand. 

Aranjuez has great beauties, and would 
pleafe you much; for here are numberlefs 
avenues of aged elms on a perfect level; 
green banks to reft upon, near a fine me-
andring river ; fountains and fhady groves; 
plenty of milk and butter, and vegetables in 
great perfection. 

L. The 



T R A V E L S T H R O U G H SPAIN. 129 

* Thefe cows were brought in carts from Holland. 

VOL. II, 1 the 

The fituation of this place renders it one 
of the moft agreeable refidences I know be­
longing to a fovereign prince. It ftands in 
a very large plain, furrounded with bare 
liills, which, tobefure, are exceffively uglyj 
but they feldom appear, being very well 
hidden by the noble rows of trees that ex­
tend acrofs the flat in every direction. The 
compartments between the avenues are 
railed off, and laid down in pafture and 
meadow, for the fupply of the large dairy 
of cows eftabliihed here by the prefent 
king.* That part of the vale which ftretches 
out towards the eaft is left in a ruder ftate, 
and, except fome few fields of corn, is moftly 
foreft-land, through which the Tagus winds 
in a deep fhady bed. The walks and rides 
along the banks, through the venerable 
groves, and under the majeftie elms that 
overhang the roads, are luxuries unknown to 
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the reft of Spain. The beauties of the 
fcenery are enhanced by the flocks of many-
coloured birds that flutter and fmg on the 
boughs,, by the herds of deer, which amount 
to no lefs than feven thoufand head, and by 
the droves of buffaloes, Sheep, cows, and 
brood mares, that wander uncontroled 
through all thefe woods. The wild boars 
are frequently feen in the evenings in the 
Streets of the town. 

The fmeft avenue, called the Calk dela 
Reyna, is three miles long, quite Straight 
from the palace gate, croffmg the Tagus 
twice before it lofes itfelf in the thickets r 

where fome noble fpreading elms and weep­
ing poplars hang beautifully over the deep 
Itill pool. Near this road is a flower gar­
den for Spring, laid out with great tafte by 
Mr. Wall during his miniftry. The gay 
variety of flowers at this time of year is 
particularly pleating to the eye ; but its 
beauty Soon fades on the approach of Sum­

mer.-
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mer. As the weather grows hot, the com­
pany that choofes to walk retires to a gar­
den in an ifland of the Tagus, on the north 
fide of the palace. This is an heavenly 
place, cut into various walks and circular 
lawns, which in their primitive ftate may 
have been very ftiff and formal; but in the 
courfe of a century, Nature has obli­
terated the regular forms of art; the trees 
have fwelled out beyond the line traced for 
them, and deftroyed the enfilade, by ad­
vancing into the walks^ or retiring from 
•them. The fweet flowering ihrubs, inftead 
©f being clipped and kept down, have been 
allowed to fhoot up into treesj and hang 
over the ftatues and fountains they were ori­
ginally meant to ferve as humble fences to-. 
The jet-d'eaus dafh up among the trees, and 
add freih verdure to the leaves. The ter­
races and baluftrades built along the river, 
are now overgrown with rofes, and other 
luxuriant bufhes, hanging down into the 

1 % ftream5 
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ftream, which is darkened by the large trees 
growing on the Oppofite banks. Many of 
the ftatues, groupes, and fountains, are 
handfome, fome mafterly, the works of 
Algardi: all are placed in charming points 
of view, either in open circular fpots, at a 
distance from the trees, or elSe in gloomy 
arbours, and retired angles of the wood. 

The weft front of the palace is handfome: 
two new wings, which are. to be brought 
out from the main body, will increafe its 
bulk, but, I am afraid, will not add much 
to its beauty. The firft part of the build­
ing was erected by Philip the Second, who 
purehafed the eftate, planted many of the 
avenues, and, in order to extend his chace, 
or to indulge his Splenetic diSpoSition, had 
all the vines, that grew on the hills rooted 
up. By that means he drove away the 
.inhabitants, and rendered the environs of 
kis villa a perfect defers Thefe hills are 

full 
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full of fprings, that throw up large quan­
tities of a ftrong purgative fait. 

The apartments are good, but contain 
no great number of paintings or ftatues. 
There is an Annunciation in the chapel, 
by Titian, and Mengs has painted fome 
holy fubjedf.s in the bed-chambers, and 
an allegorical piece of Time and Plea? 
fure, in the ceiling of the theatre. In a 
Francifcan church lately finifhed, the pic­
ture of SanPafqual, by the fame hand, is 
much admired, 

The town or village formerly confifted of 
the palace, its offices, and a few miferable 
huts, where the embaffadors, and the at­
tendants of the court, endeavoured to lodge 
themfelves, as well as they could, but always 
very uncomfortably 5 many of the habita­
tions were vaults half under ground. What 
determined the king to build a new town, 
and to embellifh the environs, was an acci­
dent that happened at the nuncio'sj a coach 

1 3 broke 
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broke through the ceiling of his dining-room,, 
and fell in upon the table. The court then 
began to apply very confiderable fums to 
the purpofe of erecting proper dwellings, 
for the great number of perfons that flock to 
the place where the Sovereign refides ; near 
ten thoufand are fuppofed to live here two or 
three months in Spring.;' the king keeps 
one hundred and fifteen fete of mules, which 
require a legion of men to ! take care of 
them. Half a million Sterling has been laid 
out at Aranjuez, fince the year 1763 ; and 
|t muff be acknowledged, that wonders have 
been performed; Several fine Streets drawn in 
Strait lines with broad pavements, a double 
row of trees before the houSes, and a very 
noble road in the middle ; commodious 
hotels for the minifters and embaffadors; 
great "Squares, markets, churches, a theatre, 
and an, amphitheatre for bull feafts, have 
been raifed from the ground, Neatnefs and 
convenience have been more Studied and 

- ; . l fought 
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fought for than fhew in the architecture, 

but altogether the place has Something truly-

magnificent in the coup-d'ceil. 

This afternoon we had a very pretty en­

tertainment on the river. The prince of 

Afturias, and his attendants, embarked in 

a galley richly decorated, preceded and fol­

lowed by other Smaller barges, adorned in a 

lefs Splendid, though ftill a very gay man­

ner. They rowed from his banquetting-

houfe up into the woods, where the mean-? 

drings of the river are exceedingly beauti­

ful, forming fine Sweeps and reaches with 

green banks, Shaded by aged trees that hang 

in various clumps over the Stream. Crowds 

of holiday-Solks, in their belt apparel, lined 

both fides of the Tagus, and were no fmall 

addition to the rural Shew. 

The pleaSures of Aranjuez are walking or 

riding in the morning, going to court,, 

dining at fome of the open tables kept by 

the great officers of State, a game at cards, 

1 4 a drive 
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a drive along the avenue, and the Italian 

opera. The minifters are quite eafy in their 

behaviour, and their houfes free from cere­

mony and reftraint; that of the prime 

minifter, the Marquis Grimaldi, is Super­

latively fo: he keeps an open houfe, where 

we are always fure of meeting with a nume­

rous company, cards, and converfation ; the 

matter of it is always glad to fee us, and 

Shew us every civility the place admits 

of : I am afraid we do not attend as much 

perhaps as we are in gratitude bound; for 

there are fo many temptations at our own 

embaffador's, that it is with difficulty we 

can bring ourfelves to facrifice the pleafures 

we find at his houfe to the duties impofed 

upon us by Society. T h e eafy franknefs, 

affability, and friendship, with which Lord 

Grantham treats us, make us loath to waSte 

elSewhere the hours we can paSs So agree­

ably under his roof 

L E T— 
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L E T T E R X X X I X . 

Aranjuez, May 6, 1776. 

W E have juft finished o u r round o f 
prefentations, which, in f o n u m e ­

r o u s a royal family, is a work o f more 
days than one ; as I know you expect a mi­
nute account of each of thofe that compofe 
it, I am forry I am incapable of fatisfying 
your curiofity, in as ample a manner as I 
could with; you fhall have a defcription of 
their perfons, and as much of their charac­
ters, as I have learned from well-informed 
people, in whofe judgment I can confide. 
I beg you will confider how hard it is to dif-
cern the true character of the great, as your 
intelligence can only flow to you through 
the fufpicious channel of many jarring paf-
f i o n s and interefts. It is impoflible for a 
Stranger to feize a good likenefs in fo Short a 
time, and to tranfmit to others a faithful re-* 

prefentation? 
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prefentation, of a prince that does not admit 
him to a familiar interoourfe. I don't know 
but Sovereigns are the moft difficult characters 
to define in a whole nation ; for all princes 
appear pretty nearly alike ; their mode of 
life is uniform ; by feeing none but inferiors 
about them, they acquire a great indifference 
in their manner, and feldom betray in their 
countenance any of thofe Strong emotions 
that mark the various feelings of men obliged 
to buftle through the world ; .their paffions 
lack the relifh which arifes from delays and 
difficulties.; what the French call. Ennui^ 
wearifomenefs, is, mefhinks, the. grand maT 

lady of princes, and therefore amufement 
is their main, purfuit in life. In the princes 
of the Houfe of Bourbon, the paffion of 
fowling predominates; yet in the Spanifh 
royal family, there are Some who toil at the 
gun with more reluctance than the farmer's 
boy does at the plough ; have a tafte for arts 
fend Sciences, and with for nothing more 

than 
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than to be freed from the obligation of fol­
lowing the diverfion. 

The ceremony of prefentation is perform­
ed as the king rifes from table, Charles the 
Third is a much better looking man than 
moft of his pictures make him; he has a 
good-natured laughing eye ; the lower part 
of his face, by being expofed to all wea­
thers, is become of a deep copper-colour; 
what his hat covers, is fair, as he naturally 
has a good fkin; in ftature he is rather 
Short, thickly built about the legs and thighs, 
and narrow in the moulders. His drefs 
feldom varies from a large hat, a plain gray 
Segovia frock, a buff waiftcoat, a Small 
dagger, black breeches, and worSted Stock­
ing's; his pockets are always Stuffed with 
knives, gloves, and Shooting tackle. On 
Gala days, a fine fuit is hung upon his 
Shoulders, but as he has an eye to his after­
noon Sport, and is a great ceconomift of 
his time, the black breeches are worn to all 

coats*. 
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coats, I believe there are but three days 
in the whole year that he fpends without 
going out a mooting, arid thofe are noted 
with the blacked mark in the calendar; were 
they to occur often, his health would be in 
danger, and an accident that was to confine 
him to the houfe, would infallibly bring on 
a fit of illnefs. No Storm, heat, cold, or 
wet, can keep him at home; and when he 
hears of a wolf being Seen, distance is 
counted for nothing; he would drive over 
half the kingdom rather than mifs an op­
portunity of firing upon that favourite game. 
Befides a moft numerous retinue of perSons 
belonging to the hunting eftablifliment, 
fevera! times a year, ail the idle fellows in 
and about Madrid are hired to beat the 
country, and drive the wild boars, deer, and 
hares, into a ring, where they paSs before 
the royal family, A very large annual Sum 
is distributed among the proprietors of land 
ghout the capital, and near the country pa r 

v laces* 
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laces, by way of indemnification for the 
damage done to the corn. I was affured 
that it cofts Seventy thoufand pounds fterling 
for the environs of Madrid, and thirty thou­
fand for thofe of Saint Ildefonfo. In 
order to be entitled to this reimburfement, 
the farmers Scatter juft as much feed-corn 
over their grounds, as will grow up into 
Something like a crop; but they do not al­
ways give themfelves the trouble of getting 
in the Scanty harveft, being fufficiently paid, 
for their labour by the royal bounty. 

Being naturally of an even phlegmatic 
temper, the king is Sure to See events on 
their favourable fide only; and whenever 
he has determined in his own mind that 
a meafure is proper to be purSued, he is an 
utter enemy to alteration. As far as I can 
judge, by comparing the different accounts 
I have had, he is a man of the StricteSt pro­
bity, incapable of adopting any Scheme,, 
unleSs he is perfectly Satisfied in his con-

1 Science 
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fcience that it is juft and honourable: of 
fuch immovable features, that the moft 
fortunate or the moft difaftrous occurrences 
are alike unable to create the fmalleft varia­
tion in them: rigid in his morals, and ftre-
nuoufly attached to his religion ; but he does 
not fuffer his devotion to lay him open to 
the enterprizes of the court of Rome, or 
the encroachments of his own clergy; on 
the contrary, they have frequently met with 
rougher ufage at his hands than they might 
have expected From a free-thinker. The 
regularity of his own life renders him very 
ftrict. about the conduct of his children^ 
Whom he obliges to be out hfhing or (hoot* 
ing as long as he is abfent on the fame bufi-
nefs ; this he does to prevent their hav­
ing time or opportunity to harbour bad 
thoughts; and truly I believe he goes out 
fb conftantly himfelf, in order to keep dowri 
the vigour of his own conftitution. He 
feldom addreffes himfelf to any young men 

• -

of 
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of his court; hut delights in converfing and 
joking with elderly perfons, and fuch as 
are of his own age, efpecially monks and 
friars. He is very partial to Naples, and 
always fpeaks of that country with great 
feeling. 

Since his acceffion, many great Works 
.have been completed; noble roads made 
to all the palaces round the metropolis; fe-
veral others undertaken in more remote 
provinces: he has fmifhed the palace at 
Madrid, and added confiderably to thofe of 
thePardo and Aranjuez; built new towns at 
Aranjuez, the Efcurial, and Saint Ildefonfoj 
and planted a great deal at Aranjuez. The 
Marquis of Grimaidi has the merit of hav= 
ing fuggefted and conducted moft of thefe 
improvements, and of having urged on the 
king, who, although he has naturally no 
great relifh for the arts, thinks it the duty 
©f a Sovereign to encourage them. 

The Prince of Afiurias is of an athletic 
% sr* make, 
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m a k e , h i s c o u n t e n a n c e r a t h e r f e v e r e , and h i s 

v o i c e h a r f h . H e f e e m e d i n a g r e a t hu r ry -

t o g e t a w a y f r o m u s ; b u t t h e p r i n c e f s f t a y e d 

c h a t t i n g a g r e a t w h i l e . S h e i s n o t h a n d -

f o m e , b e i n g v e r y f i c k l y , b u t f e e m s l i v e l y , 

a n d g e n t e e l l y f h a p e d , w i t h a v e r y f i n e h a n d 

a n d a r m . I f f h e l i v e s t o b e q u e e n , I d a r e 

f a y fhe w i l l r e n d e r t h i s c o u r t a v e r y g a y o n e j 

f o r f h e a p p e a r s t o l i k e t o g o a b r o a d , a n d 

c o n v e r f e w i t h f l r a n g e r s . W h e n f h e w a l k s 

o u t , a l l p e r f o n s t h a t h a v e b e e n p r e f e n t e d , 

a n d c h a n c e t o b e i n t h e w a y , a r e e x p e c t e d 

t o j o i n h e r c o m p a n y , a n d e f c o r t h e r a s l o n g 

a s f h e t h i n k s p r o p e r . H e r m i l d n e f s a n d 

g o o d - n a t u r e h a v e f o f t e n e d m u c h o f h e r h u f -

b a n d ' s r o u g h n e f s o f m a n n e r ; a n d o f la te 

h e f e e m s t o h a v e m o r e p l e a f u r e i n f i t t i n g 

w i t h h e r i n a d o m e f t i c w a y , t h a n i n t r u d g ­

i n g o v e r t h e h e a t h i n queft, o f g a m e . 

D o n G a b r i e l i s a t a l l w e l l - l o o k i n g m a n , 

b u t t i m i d t o e x c e f s . H e poffefTes m a n y t a ­

l e n t s , b u t h i s c o r i f t a n t a v o c a t i o n s o u t o f d o o r s 

p r e v e n t 



TRAVELS THROUGH SPAIN. IAJJ 

prevent his applying to ftudy as much as he 
could wifh. I have feen fbme good pictures 
done by him with the flock of cloth, and 
have heard much of his claffical learning, 
and turn for mathematics. 

Don Antonio appears to be very well 
pleafed with the active life of a fportfman. 

The Infanta Maria Jofepha has reafon to 
envy every country wench fhe fees roaming 
at liberty ; for confinement, etiquette, and 
celibacy, are likely to be her lot during life. 

Don Lewis, the king's brother, after 
having been a cardinal and an archbifhop, 
is now on the eve of matrimony with a 
pretty Arragonefe girl, whom he. took a 
fancy to laft year, as fhe was running acrofs 
the fields after a butterfly. As he has made 
a collection of natural hiftory, this fimila-
rity of tafte made a great impreffion upon 
him. This wedding, which the king has 
confented to with reluctance, has produced 
a total revolution in the marriage-laws of 
: V O L . i i . K Spain. 
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Spain. A new pragmatica or edict is pub­
lished, to prevent all matches betwixt peribns 
of unequal rank and quality ; by this decree 
the old cuftom is abrogated. Heretofore it 
was out of the power of parents to hinder 
their children from marrying whom they 
liked, and the church interpofed to oblige 
them to make a fuitahle fettlement upon the 
young couple. 

Don Lewis's bride is not to be allowed 
the title or rank of a princefs, of the blood, 
nor are her children to be deemed qualified 
to fucceed to the crown 5 he is to refide 
near Talavera, where I make no doubt 
but he will lead a happy life, as he has a 
•great tafte for mulic and natural hiftory j 
his cabinet already contains a very valuable 
collection of rarities, efpeeially fuch as are 
found in the Spanifh dominions. This 

JL 

prince is cheerful, humane, affable, and 
full of pleafantry ; good qualities that ren­
der him the darling of the nation. 
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The king and all the males of his family 

wear the enfigns of a great variety of mili­

tary orders. On their left breaft is a row of 

ftars like the belt of. the conftellation of 

Orion: they are alfo decorated with the blue 

ribband of the French order of the Holy 

Ghoft, and the infignia of the Burgundian 

golden fleece. They have befides the Nea­

politan red fafh of Saint Januarius, the red 

croffes of Calatrava, founded in 1158, of 

Saint Iago, dating from 1175 , and of Mon-

tefa, inftituted in 1317, and the green crofs 

of Alcantara, invented in 1176 . After all 

thefe badges, comes the blue and white rib­

band of the Conception of Carlos Tercero, 

eftabliihed by the prefent king, on the birth-

of the late fon of the Prince of Afturias. 
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L E T T E R XL. 

Aranjuez, May 28, 1776, 

I N the courfe of laft week, we faw the 
king's ftallions, fome of which are 

beautiful creatures. Before I came into 
Spain, I thought handfome horfes were to 
be met with in every part of the kingdom, 
but to my great furprife, found them very 
rare in all the provinces ; fo little attention 
has there been paid to the breed of that 
generous animal, formerly the boaft of 
Spain, 

At Villamejor, a few miles from hence 
down the TaguSj his majefty has a ftable of 
a lefs noble, but not Iefs ufeful race of 
ftallions, that of jack-affes. Thefe beafts 
are of a fhape and fize you can have no idea 
of: they are fourteen hands high, and have 
fuch monftrous large heads, thick legs, and 
rough coats of long hair over their whole 

body,, 
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body, that fcarce a trace remains of the 
figure of an animal. They fay thefe Ga-
ranones, as the Spaniards term them, are ex­
tremely furious in the covering feafon; I 
am hire, at prefent, they are the moft ftupid 
of their dull fpecies. Each afs covers twenty 
mares, and cofts near thirty thoufand reals, 
about two hundred and eighty pounds fter-
ling. They are bred in the mancha. 

The way to Villainej or lies along the vale 
through a confiderable new farm, called the 
Gampoflamenco^ lately taken in by the Mar­
quis Grimaldi, and laid out on a grand fcale, 
On an eminence Hands the farm houfe, with 
large rooms for the royal family to take a 
hunter's repaft in. The road up to it is a 
fhewy, royal work, but might have been 
{pared, had the building been erected a little 
lower, or had it been intended for the recep­
tion of none but common hufbandmen. 

In our return in the evening we over­

took the bulls intended for the next day's 

K 3 feaft 
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feaft or fight. They appeared very peace­
able and tractable. Whatever may be faid 
of their ferocity, when irritated in the . 
arena by darts, fire, and lances, I am apt 
to think they can never be fo terrible or 
dangerous as our vicious bulls in England, j 
Thofe I have feen wanted fize and weight, 
and did not appear to me to have any real 
fury in their nature, till it is raifed by re­
peated provocations, and the defultory at­
tacks of fo many adverfaries. T o bring 
them quietly along the roads from their 
pafture, the drovers employ certain white 
oxen, trained up to be decoys; thefe go 
along with the bulls till they lead them into 
the ftables under the amphitheatre. 

I have now been a Spectator of feveral 
Fiefras de f'rros, but cannot bring myfelf to 
have any relifh for the diverfion. What­
ever they may have been in former times, 
they are certainly but a poor exhibition at. 
prefent, though the crowds of people af-

fembled 
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fembled in a circle, and agitated in a 
moSt tumultuous manner, muft be allowed 
to be an interefting and curious Spectacle. 
None of the royal family ever appear at 
thefe favourite amufements of the Spanifh 
nation: the nobility no longer pique them-
Selves upon their Strength, courage, or 
dexterity, in thefe rough exercifes; and 
the fair condefcend to yield up their hearts 
and perfons to lovers that have given no 
proofs of their prowefs, but in combats of 
a Softer nature: the confequence is, a total 
want of emulation; no gentleman cares to 
hazard his life in a .trial of fkill that promifes 
no advantage to him of any kind. The 
mew is conducted with great ceconomy and 
niggardlinefs ; none but the worft of horfes 
are bought for the day; and the mercenary 
gladiators no longer ftudy the moft dexte­
rous, but the moft fecure way of destroy­
ing the bulls, being allowed fo much a 
head for each beaft they (laughter. The 

K 4 money 
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money paid for boxes and feats, is appro­
priated to the building or endowing of fome 
hofpital. 

The coup-d'ceii of the amphitheatre, 
filled with fo many Spectators of all ranks, 
is very ftriking. They are fo very noify 
and impatient till the Shew begins, and in 
fuch violent commotion while it lafts, that 
one is kept in perpetual alarm and flurry of 
fpirits for the firft or fecond time of affift-
ing at this diverfion. Contrary to the cuS-
tom of the ancient Romans, who placed the 
fenators next to the podium, the nobility fit 
here in wooden galleries and boxes, the mob 
on benches below, next the arena. A row 
of foldiers, behind the circular parapet wall, 
or palifado, hold out halberts and bayonets, 
to keep the beafts within the lifts: but it 
Sometimes happens that a bull, while yet in 
full vigour, will take a run, and leap over 
into the crowd on the benches. The con-
fufipn it creates is very great 5 but as the 

bull 
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bull is itfelf hampered and difabled by the 
feats and wood-work, it can do but little 
mifchief before it is difpatched.* 

The common method of conducting a 
bull-feaft is as follows: one or two ctoria-
dors, dreffed in rich jackets, broad-brim­
med hats, and breeches and boots made 
of a tough, impenetrable leather, and hold­
ing under their right arm a long afhen lance 
(tipped with a broad ihallow-pointed head, 
that can only enter fkin-deep), parade on 
horfeback round the lifts, and pay their 
devoirs to the governor of the place. They 
then retire to their poft, almoft in front of 
a large door, which is opened to let out 

* In fome of the lifts delivered out with an account 

of an approaching bull-feaft, notice is given that 

people are permitted to flap their hats in the fun. Since 

the revolt of Madrid (when all hats were ordered to be 

worn cocked up, wherever the court rendes) the com­

mon hangman is commanded to wear his flouched, that 

others may not be tempted to let theirs down, for fear 

pf being miftaken for him. 

the 
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the bull. The fellow that opens it takes care 
to climb up immediately into the gallery; 
for it is not unufual for the bulls to flop fhort 
as foon as they get out, and make a home-
thruft at the porter: fome rulh forth with 
the utmoft impetuofity, and run directly 
at the horfemen; others gaze around, and 
take their meafures with more circumfpec-
tion. 
. .The cavalier prefents the head of his 
horfe to the bull, and with the lance, which 
cuts along its moulders, pufhes it away to 
the right, at the fame time bearing off his 
horfe to the left: his antagonift is driven 
out of the line by the violence of the thruft, 
and its horns pafs behind without hurting 
either horfe or rider. When the man is 
mounted on a nimble, fpirited, and docile 
fteed, there is no difficulty in this evolution, 
as the motions of both animals coincide in 
giving additional force to the well-directed 
ftroke : but if the horfe is numb or refrac­

tory, 
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tory, the bull is likely to ftrike him in the 
flank, and throw both horfe and cavalier to 
the ground. 

There is another way of attacking, with 

a kind of forked dagger. The horfeman 

Hands clofe by the door, and as the b u l l 

fprings forward into the lifts, he plants the 

weapon in the back of its neck, and kills 

it on the fpot. Should he mifs his aim, 

there is fcarce a poffibility of his efcaping 

from the enraged animal; for which reafon 

this mode of combat is feldom prattifed. 

To take off the bull's attention, and to 

make fbort, feveral nimble fellows on foot 

run about and tofs darts with curled paper 

tied to them, which, {ticking in the head 

and moulders, drive the poor creature to 

madnefs, and caufe a great effufion of blood. 

- This light infantry is often in imminent 

danger, obliged to run for its life, and fave 

itfelf by flying into the receffes in the pali-

fedoes, or by jumping over the parapet: 
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it fometirrres happens that neither the fhouts 
of the multitude, nor the affaults of the 
other runners, can call off the bull from the 
purfuit of one particular fellow; who has 
then nothing to truft to but his own agility, 
being totally unprovided with offenfive as 
well as defenfive weapons. 

When the governor thinks a victim has 
afforded fufficient diverfion, leave is given 
to put. an end to its life. A well-made 
champion fteps forth, with a fhort brown 
cloak hung upon a ftick held out in his left 
hand, and a ftrait two-edged fword in his 
right; the blade is always of the fmeft 
Toledo temper, and the hilt covered with 
leather. This Matador advances up to the 
bull, and provokes it to action ; as the bull 
darts at him, and makes a pufh obliquely, 
with its eyes fhut, he turns it off with the 
cloak, retiring a little on one fide to be 
ready for the return. On the fecond attack, 
he holds the fword in an horizontal pofition, 

with 
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with fuch Heady aim, that the furious beaft 
rufhes upon the point, and by its own im-
petuofity forces it up to the hilt. The fword 
enters at the collar-bone, and either pierces 
the heart, or cuts the great artery. Sometimes 
the bull drops down dead inftantaneoufiy j 
fometimes ftands a few minutes, heaving 
and fpouting a torrent of blood out of the 
mouth and noftrils. 

When the bull proves fo cowardly, or fo 
exhaufted with fatigue and lofs of blood, 
as to refufe to run at the matador, it is dif-
patched by ftabs in any part of the body, 
or worried by bull-dogs. The laft bull of 
each fiefta is embolado, that is, his horns are 
muffled, and all the mob is let in, with 
flicks in their hands, to learn the trade, to 
beat the animal, or to be bruifed and toffed 
about themfelves. Three mules, adorned 
with ftreamers and bells, draw off the 
flaughtered bulls and horfes between each 
battle, 

I h a v e 
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I have been thus particular in my account 

of a bull-fight (though you may find de-

fcriptions of it in almoft every book that 

treats of Spain) becaufe moft of thofe I 

have read talk of royal feafts and exhibitions, 

which are very different things from the 

common fhews now-a-days. Our laft was 

a very bloody one : two bulls killed feven 

horfes, but luckily no men loft their lives, 

though many had hair-breadth efcapes. I 

never faw any thing fo weak and inactive 

as the poor horfes were ; they had not agility 

enough to - avoid one ftroke: and of all 

horrible fights, that of the bull's tearing 

out their entrails, and toffing them about 

with its horns, was the moft. naufeous and 

fhocking I ever beheld. Both the bulls 

were hacked to death in a very awkward 

manner; but the Spectators were mightily 

delighted with the barbarity and bloodihed* 

W e were the other night at a puppet-fhew, 

that ended in the reprefentation of a bull­

fight j 



T R A V E L S T H R O U G H S P A I N . I59 

fight; the mob in the pit was to the full, as 

violently affected, as riotous, and noily, as 

they could poffibly have been at the real 

Spectacle. .' ' 

JLaft year a negro from Buenos Ayres , 

where he had been trained up from his in­

fancy to hunt the wild cattle of the defert, 

exhibited fome very extraordinary feats o f 

ftrength and dexterity : he took a long rope, 

with a running noofe, and throwing it over 

the horns of a bull, brought it clofe to a 

ftrong ftake, fixed in the middle of the area, 

where, he tied it tight, till he had fattened a 

Saddle on its back, on which he feated him-

felf; he then cut the cord, and let the heart 

run about and exert ineffectual efforts, to 

fhake off fo unufual a load by the moft fu­

rious movements, When fatigue had fuf-

ficiently tamed it, - he drove this uncommon 

fteed againft another bull, which he foon 

difpatched, and then at one blow Struck the 

beaft that he was mounted upon, dead. 

4 T h e 
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The violence of this exercife generally 
brought on him a dangerous fpitting of 
blood. 

The princes and their attendants are now 
very bufy preparing, by daily rehearfals, 
for the Parejas; which we cannot flay to 
fee, as they are feldom exhibited till the 
middle of June. 

Thefe Parejas are a kind of dance on 
•horfeback, in imitation, perhaps, of the 
Trojan games defcribed by Virgil in the 
fifth book of the iEneid; or more probably 
of fome tournament in the times of Moorifh 
chivalry. 

The prince of Afturias, Don Gabriel, Don 
Antonio, and Don Lewis, have revived 
them, and each heads a fquadron of twelve 
young gentlemen, arrayed in the ancient 
Spanifh drefs ; the divifions diflinguifhed by 
the particular colour of their clothes, fea­
thers, and horfe furniture. They parade 
with mufic before them in a large tilting 

yard 
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V O L II . L L E T -

yard near the palace; Separate themfelves 
into detachments, and perform various in­
tricate figures, refembling thofe of a Stage 
dance. The docility and elegance of the 
horfes, the Splendour and gaiety of apparel 
of the riders, more than any thing there is 
in the game itfelf, render it entertaining 
for the firft time of feeing; but it lan­
guishes from a want of that action, that 
fpirit, which interefts us fo Strongly in a l l 
public Sports, when the actors exert un­
common Strength and Skill, and are, or 
Seem to be, in Some kind oS danger. How= 
ever, it is a pompous Spectacle, and may 
produce very Salutary effects, by roufing the 
nobility from their lethargy, and encourag­
ing them to be a little more attentive to the 
breed and education of their horfes. 
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L E T T E R XLI . 

Madrid, June 4, 1776. 

O I N C E our return from Aranjuez, the 
^-^ mornings have been employed in turn­
ing over a multitude of books and prints, 
and in taking extracts of fuch parts as tend 
to elucidate the hiftory, literature, or anti­
quities of Spain, In the afternoons, we 
have fpent our time in vifiting the moft 
remarkable edifices of the city; if you except 
the royal palaces, there are few buildings 
worthy of attention, nor do I believe there 
is in Europe a capital that has fo little to 
fhew as Madrid; having never been the fee 
of a bifhop, it has of courfe no cathedral, 
nor indeed any church, that diftinguifhes 
itfelf much from the common herd of pa-
rifhes and convents. Allowing fome few 

excep-
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exceptions, I think I may fafely pronounce 
the outward architecture of them all to be 
barbarous, and their manner of ornament­
ing the infide as bad as that of the worft 
ages; molt of them were erected or re­
touched during the term of years that elapfed 
between the middle of the Seventeenth cen­
tury and the year 1759, a period in the 
hiftory of Spain, when all arts and Sciences 
were fallen to the loweft ebb of deprave-
ment; the effects of the degeneracy of 
manners, the want of public fpirit, and the 
diforder and weaknefs of a decaying mo­
narchy. Thefe vices in the political fyftem 
under the three laft princes of the Auftrian 
line, could not be removed immediately on 
the acceffion of another family; the wars 
that fhook the very foundations of their 
throne for the firft ten years of this cen­
tury, kept all polite arts groveling in the 
duft j and when they ventured to raife their 
heads again, and court the favour of the 

t 2 fove-
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Sovereign,, there Seems to have been a total 
want OS .able proSeSSors to Second their ef­
forts, and affiSt them in returning to the 
paths of good SenSe and true taSte. No mad 
architect ever dreamed of a distortion of 
members So capricious, of a twift of pil­
lars, cornices,, or pediments, fo wild and 
fantaftic, but what a-real fample of it may­
be produced in Some or other of the churches 
of Madrid. They:are all Small, and poor 
in marbles as well as pictures. Their altars 
are piles of wooden ornaments heaped up 
to the ceiling, and Stuck full of wax lights, 
which more than, once have Set fire to the 
whole church. The^ convents which may 
be Said to poffeSs a good collection of 
pictures,, are thofe of Saint Pafqual and of 
the bare-footed Carmelite nuns. The former 
has a fine Titian, a capital Guerchino, and 
many other pieces by efteemed Italian 
matters. In the facriSty oS the latter, is a 
numerous collection of paintings by various 

hands, 
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hands, many of which are of fuperior me-

. rit. The tombs of Ferdinand the Sixth and 

-of his queen Barbara, in the church of the 

viSitation, are almoft the only Sepulchral 

monuments of any confequence. 

The firft king that made any long abode in 

•Madrid, was Henry the Fourth. Before 

his reign, this was but an infignificant place, 

with a- Small • caftle for-the- convenience of 

the princes that came to hunt the bear in 

the environs, which were then as woody as 

they now are naked. Its fituation on a 

.hill overlooking many leagues of country, 

open on every fide to a wholeSome circu­

lation of air, and abundance of good wa­

ter, induced the emperor Charles the Fifth 

to build an ample palace here, which he 

intended to-make his chief refidence, as he 

thought the-climate beStadapted to Ms-con­

stitution. . The Sovereign being once fixed 

at Madrid, the nobility0 Soon abandoned 

their hereditary caftles and houSes in : other 

L 3 cities, 
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cities, to follow the court. They were UIK 
der the neceffity of fettling in the houfes 
they found ready built; and for that rea-
fon, added to the fupine indifference that 
feized the Spaniards during the laft two-
thirds of the feventeenth century^ and near 
half of this ; moft of the great families ffill 
continue to inhabit van ranges of ugly fa­
brics not diftinguiihable from the common 
houfes in the ftreets, except by their larger 
dimenfions. _ T ; . 

The palaces of the grandees that contain 
either ftatues or pictures of value, are few 
in number. 

In. that of Medina Cell are many precious 

monuments of antiquity in marble, the re­

mains of a great collection brought from 

Italy, by one.of the dukes of. Alcalá. 

. .The . duke of Saint Eftévan poffeffes many 

of the belt works of Tuca "Giordano. 

In the gallery of the Marquis of Santiago, 

Muriliphas painted the life of Jacob, anda 

; Madonna, 
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Madonna, which may be reckoned among 
the moft capital of the Spanifh fchool. 

At the Duke of Alba's is to be feen a very 
famous picture of Correggio, called the fchool 
of Cupid j it reprefents Venus giving the 
God of Love to be tutored by Mercury. 
There is alfo an holy family, faid to be by 
Raphael; a charming Venus, by Velafquez, 
lying half reclined with her back to the 
Spectator, and her face reflected in a mirror 
flie holds in her hand. Among the por­
traits, the moft curious are thofe of Anna 
Bullen, and the great Duke of Alba, Here 
are alfo very fine hangings, executed after 
the Cartoons of Raphael, which, with the 
Venus of Correggio, once formed part of 
the collection of that nice connoiffeur and 
unfkilful monarch, Charles the Firft of 
England. 

Thefe pictures naturally lead me to fpeak 
of the royal palace ; which I Should have 
mentioned firft, had I not wifhed to difpatch 

L 4 the 
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the leiTer objects, that I might have nothing 
to think of that could interfere with the 
defcription of the noble collection in the 
new palace. ft [swoinsi 

The old palace was burnt down to the 
ground in 1734, ani-Philip, Juvara com-
mifiioned by Philip the Fifth to give a plan 
for rebuilding it in the moft. Splendid man­
ner. The model:he made is Still existing,-but 
.was rejected on account of the immenfity 
pf the Size, and the greatnefs of the expence, 
as well as of the want of Sufficient room to 
place it, the king being determined, .on ac­
count of the air, to have it rebuilt on the 
exact Spot where the old one Stood. Juvara 
dying before he could prepare a fecond de­
sign, his difciple. Sachetti produced that 
which has been carried into execution; both 
his and his matter's plans have the defect 
of being clumfy and confufed in the win­
dows, pilafters, and ornaments; where they 
have aimed at - Simplicity, they have funk 

their 
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their architecture under a load of Stone-

and where they have Studied to be rich and 

light, they have generally given into the 

capricious-rather than the-beautiful. 

-. T t is all of white ftone. Each of the fronts 

being four hundred and Seventy feet in-length, 

by an hundred high, this pile towers-over 

all:thel:country,-where nothing intercepts 

the v i ew. fo r ; many . m i l e s . T h e entrances 

and, ground-floor .appear more dike thole o f 

Some mighty,fortrefs, than of the peaceable 

habitation o f a powerful monarch, an hun­

dred leagues removed from his frontiers. 

The; range, of large glazed arches round the 

inner court, refembles the infide of a manu­

factory : ..thisas.the more unpardonable, : ;as 

they had at no great distance, in - the Alcazar 

o f TQledojLiagreleganfe'a :colonnade as:the 

niceft critic could deSire.: T h e beautiful 

circularicourtof i Granada might have^Sug­

gested nobleideas to the architect, but per-
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haps at that time the very exiftence of fuch 

a thing was a fecret at Madrid. . • 

The ftair-cafe was meant to be double, 

but it was afterwards judged more conve­

nient to fhut up one flight, as the remain­

ing half anfwered every purpofe. At 

the. foot of the ftairs I mall leave all my 

fpleen, and prepare myfelf with unfeigned 

Satisfaction to defcribe to you the beauty 

and grandeur of the upper apartments. - I 

know no palace in Europe fitted up with fo 

much true royal magnificence. The ceilings 

are chef-d'ceuvres of Mengs, Corrado, and 

Tiepolo. • The richeft marbles are employed 

with great tafte in forming the cornices and 

fpcles of the rooms, and-thelframes of the 

doors and. windows. What "enhances the 

value of thefe, marbles, is the eircumftance 

of their being all. produced in the quarries 

of Spain, from whence it is the opinion of 

a learned writer,. that ancient Rome was 

fupplied with many of the precious mate­

rials 
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rials that enriched her porticoes and temples. 

At leaft there is no prefumption in afferting, 

that the bowels of the earth in Spain contain 

moft of thofe fpecies of marbles., alabafters, 

&c . that are to be feen in the ruins of the 

miftrefs of the world, whatever might be the 

countries. from which . they were drawn. 

Porphyry is found near Cordova;' the fineft 

jafper near Aracena; the mountains of Gra­

nada furnifh a beautiful green, thofe of 

Tortofa a variety of brown marbles; Leon 

and Malaga fend alabafter; Toledo, Tala-

vera, Badajoz, and Murviedro, abound in 

marbles of different colours; and moft 

parts of the kingdom afford fome fpecimen 

or other of jafper, beiides the amethyft and 

its radix, for which. Spain is celebrated 

above moft other countries. 

The great audience, chamber is one of the 

richeft 1 know. The ceiling, painted by 

Tiepolo, reprefents the triumph of Spain; 

round the cornice the artift has placed alle-

4 gorical 
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gorical figures of its' different provinces, 
diftinguifhed by their productions^ and at­
tended by féveral of their inhabitants in the 
provincial habit ; thefe form a moft uncom­
mon picture, and- a curious fet" of ' Cojiumi. 
The walls '> are incruftated with -beautiful 
marble,-and all around hung with large 
plates of looking-glafs in rich frames. The 
manufactory of glafs is at-Saint I-ldefohfo, 
jwhere they câft them o f -a very great fize ; 
but I am told they are apt to turn-out much 
rougher,' and fu] 1 er of flaws than thofe made 
in France. ' : ' ' - • ,so(sb*SE (sn / 
fiçj A collection of pictures, by the - great-
eft matters of the :art, adorns the' walls 
of the inner apartments ; f but even7 this 
vaft fabric does not afford room for all 
the riches his Catholic-Majefty poffeffes 
in. this branch. The detail and catalogue 
of à .number of paintings is fure to fa­
tigue a reader who has never, feen, nor 
can :ever-rationally, expect to fee them; 

therefore 
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therefore it is incumbent upon me to 

felect only a few of my favourites from 

my memorandums. - \':; .: » t> 

The gallery of the Efcurial is faid to be 

ftill more.valuable, efpecially as the famous 

picture of Raphael of the carrying the crofs, 

called the Spafimo di Sicilia, * remains in 

this palace unplaced, and confequently un-

feen. 

Of the works of Titian, the mofc remark­

able bacchanalian woman lying on 

her back, afleep ; the liquor has diffufed a 

glow over her beautiful face, and her body 

is divinely handfome; one of the greateft 

painters of the age has often declared, he ne­

ver paffed before this picture without being 

ftruck with admiration. Some boys play­

ing, full of grace and a charming variety 

of attitudes. 

* Raphael painted it for. the Church of the Madonna 

•della Spafimo, or the Mother of Dolours, in Sicily. 

Rubens: 
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Rubens: Chrift and St. John Baptift, 

lovely children. A prieft on horfeback, 

carrying the viaticum to a fick perfon, ac­

companied by Rodolph earl of Hapfburgh, 

one of the mafter-pieces of his pencil. 

Murillo: A vintager, winefeller, holy 

family, two boys; all in their different 

characters, excellently painted with a rich 

mellow colour. 

Vandyke : The feizing of Chrift in the 

garden, a ftrong compofition ; feveral por­

traits abfolutely alive. 

Spagnolet: Ifaac feeling Jacob's hands; 

very capital. 

Velafquez : Many portraits. His genius 

mines moft confpicuous in the equeftrian 

figure of the Conde Duque Olivares, prime 

rninifter of Philip the Fourth, which I 

really think the belt portrait I ever beheld : 

I know not which moft to admire; the 

chiaro fcuro, the life and fpirit of the rider, 

or the natural polition and fire of the horfe. 
Another, 




