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S K E T C H ::f=fuf©^, 

OF THE 

HISTORY OF T H E MOORS 

IN S P A I N . 

TP-HE Moors of Spain ire famous, but 
JL their hiftory is little known. Their 

name fuggefts the remembrance of gallantry, 
politenefs, the fine arts ; and the fragments 
of their hiftory, fcattered through the works 
of Arabian and Spanifh writers, relate no
thing but the affaffination of princes, diffen-
fioris, civil wars, and endlefs contefts with, 
their neighbours. Amid thefe dark fcenes, 
ftriking inftances of generolity, juftice, and 
magnanimity fbmetimes occur. Thefe are 
more interefting than thofe fimilar inftances 
of heroifm which occaftonally appear in our 
own hiftory; either from their retaining a 
eaft of oriental originality; or perhaps, be-
caufe, amidft the gloomy tranfactions of bar-

VOL. I. A barifin, 
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barifm, a glorious deed, a noble faying, an 
elevated fentiment gain new luftre by con
trail with the crimes with which they are 
intermingled. 

It is not my intention to introduce here a 
Mftory of the Moors. I mean only to review 
the principal revolutions of their power ; to 
draw a faithful fketch of the character and 
manners of a people whom I have attempted 
to delineate in the following work ; fo that 
the reader may be enabled to diftinguHh be
tween my fictions, and the truths on which 
they are founded. This feems to me the 
fureft, perhaps the only means for rendering, 
a book of mere amufement, lefs ufelefs and 
frivolous than it naturally is. 

The Spanifh hiftorians ( i ) whom I have-
carefully confulted, have not greatly aided 
my refearches. In their anxiety to carry for
ward in one connected train, the hiftory of 
the different mcnarchs of the Afturias, of 
Navarre, of Arragon, and of Caftile; they 
overlook the Moors, unlefs where their wars, 
with the Chriftians force them into notice;. 
and hardly ever fpeak ©f the governments 

laws. 
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laws,., or. euftoms of the enemies of their faith. 
The Arabian writers, ( 2 ) whofe works have 
been translated, throw as Bttle light on thefe 
affairs. Fanaticifm, and a vain national pride 
have led them to dwell oftentatioufiy en the 
victories of their nation ; while they fay 
nothing of their defeats, and thus pafs, in 
filence, over whole lines of princes. Some o£ 
our own writers* have collected into works 
of very confiderable merit, the fubftance of 
•what is told by the Spanifh and Arabian hif-
torians, with the re&its of their own en
quiries. I have fought my information from 
all thefe fources. For the manners of the 
Moorifh Arabians of Andalufia, I have exa
mined the Spanifh Romances, the old Cafti-
lian Romances in verfe (3), and fome manuf-
cript memoirs which I received from Madrid. 
It is after a long and careful ftudy of thefe 
materials, that I attempt to illuftrate the cha
racter of a people whofe manners referable 
thole of no other nation5 whofe virtues, 

A 2 vices., 

* D'Herbelot, in his Biblictbequi Or: mi ale ; Cardonne, 
in the Hif. aire d'Afrique et d'Efpagne ; M . Chenitr, in his 
work intituled, RechercheJ h'tftariques fur let Mav.rgs-. 
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vices, and all their leading qualities were pe« 
culiariy their own; in whom were conjoined 
the valour, generality, and courtefy of the 
gallant knighthood of Europe, with the ex
travagance, the impetuofity, the ardent pat 
fions of the natives of the Eaft. 

That I may the better obferve the order 
of time, and detail my facts with the greater 
perfpicuity; I fhall divide this hiftorical 
iketch into four grand Periods. The firft 
fball begin with the Arabian conquefts in 
Spain, and extend to the eftablifhment of the 
royal family of the Ommiades at Cordova. 
The fecond fhall comprehend the feries of the 
reigns of thefe Caliphs of the Weft. In the 
third I fhall relate what little is known con
cerning the feveral petty kingdoms that arofe 
upon the ruins of the Caliphate of Cordova. 
The fourth fhall include the hiftory of the 
fovereigns- of Grenada, and end with the to= 
tal expuilion of the Moflems from Spain. 

FIRST 



FIRST PERIOD. 

C O N Q U E S T S OF T H E A R A B I A N S OR M O O R S , 

From the end of the Sixth century (4) to 
the middle of the Eighth. 

THE Moors are the inhabitants of that ex-
tenfive diftrict of Africa which is bounded, 
on the eaft fide, by Egypt; northward, by 
the Mediterranean fea; on the weft, by the 
great Ocean; and to the fouth, by the de-
farts of Barbary. The ftory of their origin, 
as of that of almoft all other nations, is ob-
fcure and intermixed with fables. Only, it 
appears certain, that from the eariieft times, 
there have been occafional emigrations out 
of Alia into Africa. The name, Moor??* 
feems to hint as much. Befides, the hifto-
rians f fpeak all of a Melee-Yafrik, king of 
Arabia the Happy, who, at the head of a 
tribe of Sabseans, made himfelf mafter of 

Libya, 
* Moors, Bochart derives from mahurim, a Hebrew 

$yord, fignifying people of the PVefi. 
+ Ibnialrabic, Procopius, Leo Africanus, Marmol, &c. 
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Libya, and gave it the name of Africa. The 
principal Moorifli tribes pretend to be de
pendents from thofe Sabseans. To wave the 
difcuffion of facts of fuch antiquity; it is 
enough, that we know, with confiderable 
certainty, the firft Moors to have been Ara
bians. Hence it will no longer appear mat
ter of furprife, that they have been, at all 
times, divided into tribes, have dwelt in 
tents, have wandered through the defartss 

and have been, like their anceftors, fondly 
attached to an uneonfirained, paftoral life. 

"They are known in ancient hiftory by the 
names of Numidians, Gsetulians, Maflylians. 
Having been, by turns, Subjects, enemies, 
and allies of the famous Carthage, they fell, 
with that republic, into Subjection to the 
power of Rome. After various unfuccefsful 
revolts, prompted by their reftlefs, turbulent, 
andunfteady temper; they were fubdued by 
the Vandals. A century after, they were 
J. C. 4̂ 7-3 reconquered by Belifarius. The 
Arabians, who triumphed over the Greeks, 
alfo fubdued Mauritania. As the Moors, ha
ving then become Moflems, may be faid to 

have 



have been, ever finee, confounded with the 
Arabians j it becomes here neceffary to fay a 
few words concerning this extraordinary 
people, who remained obfcure for fo many 
"ages, and Suddenly made themfelves matters 
of the greater part of the earth. 

The Arabians are undeniably one of the 
moil ancient nations in the world. Perhaps 
they have, more fteadily than any other peo
ple, retained their primitive character, their 
ancient manners, and their natural indepen
dence. From the moft remote times, they 
have been divided into tribes, which have 
wandered through the country, or have fet
tled in cities; have lived under the govern
ment of chiefs, at once their leaders in war, 
and their civil magistrates ; and have never 
been fubject to a foreign yoke. The Perlians,. 
Macedonians, and Romans were alike un-
fuccefsful in their efforts to fubdue them: 
their fceptres were ftill broken on the Naba-
thsean * rocks. Proud of his-defcent, which 
he traces backward to the eideft Patriarchs, 
and of having ftill invincibly maintained his 

' liberty, 
* Aadeut name o f the Arabians. 
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liberty; the Arab, amid his defarts, looks 
upon other nations as herds of Haves, carn
ally driven together, to change matters. 
Brave, fober, indefatigable, inured from in
fancy to toils and hardihips, fearing neither' 
thirft, nor hunger, nor death; this people 
wanted only a leader to conduct them to the 
Sovereignty of the world. 

J.c.569.3 Mahomet appeared; and was 
endowed by nature, with every great quali
ty. Mahomet poffeffed valour, wifdom, elo
quence, a graceful figure, every accomplifh-
ment that can win affection, or command 
refpect. Among the moft enlightened na
tions, he would have been a great man ; to 
an ignorant and fanatic people, he was na
turally, and almoft unavoidably a prophet. 

Hitherto, the Arabian tribes, placed a-
mong Jewifh, Chriftian, and idolatrous 
neighbours, had profeffed a fuperftitious 
medley of thefe feveral forms of religion, 
intermixed with that of the ancient Sabseans. 
They believed in genies, daemons, forcery: 
they worfhipped the ftars, and facrificed to 
idols. Mahomet after fpending the firft 

forty 
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forty-four years of his life in unnoticed re= 
tirement, in which he Contrived the new 
doctrines that he wifiied to propagate; and 
after Seducing or perfuading the principal 
men* of his own family, the moil conside
rable in Arabia;—began Suddenly to preach 
a new religion, hoftile to all that were be
fore known, and formed to kindle up the 
ardent genius of thofe people. 

Children of Ifrnael, faid he, I recall you 
to the religion which was profeffed by your 
father Abraham, by Noah, and by all the 
Patriarchs. There is but one God, who is 
the Sovereign of the univeffe, and is called 
the MERCIFUL. Worfhip him only. Be 
charitable to orphans, to the poor, to Haves, 
to captives ; be juft towards all men : juftice 
is the filler of piety. - Pray, and give alms. 
Your reward {hall be, to dwell hereafter in 
"the delicious gardens of Paradife, where 
limpid rivers flow, where you fhall find mif-
treffes ever beauteous, ever young, and ever 
alluring you to their embraces with increa» 
fing fondnefs. Fight with valour, againft the 

VOL. L B incredulous 
* The Eorefnites, keepers of the Caaba= 
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incredulous and the impious; fight, conquer, 
and compel them to embrace Iflamifm ( 5 ) , 
or to pay you tribute. Every foldier who 
fails in battle, goes to the immediate enjoy
ment of the treafures of God. Cowardice 
cannot prolong the term of life. The mo
ment at which every one of us mufl yield to 
theftroke of the angel-of'death, is written iu 
the book of the Almighty. 

Thefe precepts, dictated in a language, rich, 
figurative, majeftic, embeUiflied with the al
lurements of verfe, delivered from an angel, 
by a prophet, who was, at the fame time, a 
warriour, a poet, a legiflator; to a people 
who were, in their temper, the moft ardent 
in the world, the molt paffionately fond of 
the marvellous, of pleafure, of valour, of 
poetry;—could not fail to be favourably 
heard. Mahomet gained many difciples; 
and their numbers were foon augmented-
by perfecution. The prophet was driven by 
Iiis enemies from his native city of Mecca, 
and forced to feek refuge in Medina. The 
date of his flight became the sera of his glory, 
and the Hegira of the Moflems. 

From 
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From that inftant, Ifiamifm Spread like a 
torrentj through Arabia;, and into Ethiopia* 
In vain did Some tribes of Jews and idolaters 
Strive to defend their ancient form of wor-
fhip; in vain did Mecca arm her foldiers a-
gainft the deftroyer of her gods. Mahomet, 
with fword in hand, difperfed their armies, 
took poifeffion of their cities, often pardon
ed his vanquifhed opponents, and by his 
clemency, his abilities, his addrefs, won the 
attachment of the people whom he conquer
ed. A Legifiator, a pontiSf, the chief of all 
the tribes of Arabia, matter of an invincible 
army, refpefted by the fovereigns of Alia, 
adored by a powerful nation,- feconded b y 
captains whom he had formed to heroifm j 
j . c . 6^%. 1 thefe advantages to enfure 
H^gira t i . J ^jjyj f u c c e fg 3 h e w a s preparing to 
march againft Heraclius, when he died at 
Medina, of poifon which had been given him 
by a Jewefs of Khaibar ( 6 ) . . : 

His death checked neither the progrefs of 
his religion, nor the conquefts of the Arabi
ans. | Abubeker, the Prophet's father-in-law, 
was nominated to fucceed him, and took the 

B s title 
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title of Caliph, which, means limply -Smceffor-
In his.reign, the. Moflems penetrated into 
Syria, diiperfed the troops of HeracBus:,: and 
took the city of Damafcus; thefiege of which-
has been rendered ever famous by the more 
Chan human exploits of the celebrated Khaled, 
who was firnamed the /word of God:(jf)* 
Amid thefe important victories, Abubeker,. 
to whom the immenfe booty taken from the 
enemy was faithfully Cent, took, for his own 
private expence, only a trifling fum, amount
ing to Somewhat more than half-a-crown 
in the day. Omar1, who Succeeded Abu
beker, made Khaled: march to Jerufalem 
Jerufalem was taken y Syria and Paleftine 
were fubduedthe Turks and Perfians beg
ged for peace ; HeracBus fled from Antioch; 
Alia trembled before Omar : and the Mof
lems, while terrible in war, ftill modeft in 
victory, referred their fuccefs to ©od only 
and retained, amidft the faireft, the richeft, 
and the moft delightful countries, and among 
the moft corrupt of men, the auftere fruga
lity of their manners, the feverity of their 
Jifcipline, their refpect: for their original pb-
. verty. 
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verty. The meaneft foldiers would inftantly 
hold their hands, in the fack of a town, at 
the firft order from their commander ; and 
faithfully carried to him, whatever gold 
or filver they had taken in the pillage, to be 
depo£ted in the public treafury. Thofe cap
tains who fought with fuch heroic valour,., 
and treated monarchs with fa much haugh-
tinefs, refigned, or fefumed the commands 
without a murmur of difcontent, at the 
flighted order from the Caliph f as. he faid 
the word, they became, by turns, generals^ 
common foldiers, or ambaffadors- i Omar 
hfmfelf, the moft powerful prince, the rich-
eft, and the greateft of the kings of Afias 

Was feen to repair to Jerufalem, riding on a 
red camel, and carrying under him a bag of 
barley and rice, with a fkin fufl of watery 
and a wooden difh. With this equipage, he 
travelled through the territories of vanquish
ed nations, who crowded to meet him, and 
begged him to grant them his blefiing, and 
to judge their differences. He joined his 
army, preached to them Simplicity, va!our> 
modefty. He entered jeruiaiem,. pardoned 
.. " T the 
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the Chriftians, preferved their churches from 
ruin ; and then, again mounting his camelj 
returned to Medina, to pray with his people. 

The Moflems march towards Egypt. E-
gypt is foon fubdued. Alexandria is taken 
by : Amru,' one of Omar's greateft generals. 
Then périfhed that famous library which the 
learned have ever lince continued to regret. 
The Arabians, although paffionately fond of 
their own poetry, defpifed the books- of e-> 
ther nations. Amru commanded the library 
of the Ptolmies to be burnt ; and yet, the 
fame Amru was famous for his verfes : he 
loved and refpected the celebrated John, the 
grammarian;!and"'.had it not been for the 
Caliph's exprefs orders, would haveprefented 
him with this library. Amru accomplished 
an undertaking worthy of thè moft illuStrious 
ages of Rome ; the junction of the Red Sea 
with the Mediterranean, by means of a navi
gable canal, to be filled from the waters of the 
Nile. This canal, of the: greateft utility to 
Egypt, arid moft important in its influence 
on the commerce between Europe and Alia, 
was nnifhed within a few months. The 

Turks 
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Turks have neglected, it, till it has been 
choaked up. : . : -. '. .•;<,:•;;': 

Amru continued his progrefs through. 
Africa; while the other Arabian captains 
¿rofíed the Euphrates, and.fubdued Perfia. 
But, Omar was now no more. His place 
was filled by Othman./' .-¡:¡ "I , - . . V 

? It was in the reign of this Caliph that the 
Arabians conquered Mauritania, expelled the 
feeble, timid Greeks, and met with no re* 
fiitance, except from the warlike tribes of 
the Bereberes-(8)... Thefe people, who;led.a. 
free and paftoral life, v/ho were the ancient 
inhabitants,of Numidia, and who, evert in. 
our days, when confined, to Mount Adas, 
full maintain a fort of independence,—dong 
withitood the conquerors of the Moors, . iA 
Mofiem general, named Akbe, at lafl fub-
dued them, and compelled them to receive 
his law and faith ; then advancing towards 
the weftern limits of Africa, he penetrated 
to the fliore of the ocean. There, glowing 
with the enthufiafm of heroifm and of reli
gion, he urged on his horfe into the fea, 
drew his fabre, and cried, God of Mahomet! 

behold. 
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'behold,, that, did not this element oppofe my 
progrefs, I fixould go in fearch of new na-. 
toons, Whom imight compel to adore thy 
fiaffie! • s«kiA w ' • • zohiK 
•--Hitherto the Moors, whether Subjects of 

the-Carthaginians, of the Romans, of the 
Vandals, or of the Greeks, had taken little" 
concern in the intereft of their matters. 
Wandering through the defarts ; they were 
occupied with thecare of their flocks j they 
paid arbitrary impotts 5 they Suffered vexa
tious acts ofopprefflon from their governors j 
they-attempted from time to time, to break 
their" fetters; arid after -repeated defeats, 
took refuge upon" Mount Atlas, or hid them-
ielves in the interior parts of the country. 
Their religion was a medley of chriftianity 
and-idolatry 4 their manners, tbofe of en-
flavedlSromades; grofs, ignorant, miserable, 
depreued by defpotifm to aftate of brutality, 
they were nearly fuch as they are at prefent," 
under the tyrants of Morocco. 

The arrival of the Arabians produced a 
great change among them. Their defcgnt 
from the fame ftock as their new conquerors, 

the 
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unity of their language, and the fimilar tone 
of their paffions, contributed all to connect 
the vanquiflxed in intimate union with the. 
victors. A religion preached by a defcendant 
of Ifmael whom the Moors coniidered as 
their father, and the rapid victories of the 
half of Aha and Africa, feemed advancing^ 
with haity ftrides to thè dominion of the 
Moflems, who, being already mailers. of 
world, made together a itriking impreffion 
on the Moors, and reitored to their charac^ 
ter, all its native ardour and energy. They 
eagerly embraced the doctrines of Mahomet, 
joined the Arabians, determined to fight with 
them, and became, at once paffionate v0~ 
taries of Iflamifm, and of glory. 

This union, which by blending the two 
nations together, redoubled their itrength, 
fuffered fome tranfient disturbance from the 
revolt of the Bereberes who were itili paffion-
j . c. 708. l ately fond of liberty. Caliph 
Heg. 89. J Valid I. then reigning, fent from 
Egypt, Moufia-ben-Nazir, a brave and fkil-
ful general, at the head of an hundred thou-
fand men. Mouifa defeated the Bereberes, 

VOL. I. C re„ 
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re-eftablifhed tranquillity through Maurita
nia, won Tangier from the Spanifh Goths \ 
and being thus matter of an immenfe tract 
of country, at the head of a powerful army, 
and lord of a people to whom war was be
come in a manner, one of the wants of na-
ture,—-MouiTa, from this moment, meditated 
the defign of carrying his arms into Spain. 

This fair kingdom, after being conquered: 

alternately by the Romans and by the Cartha
ginians, had.falien a prey to the barbarians. 
The Alani, Suevi, and Vandals, known by the 
common name of Goths, had,£hared among, 
them, its provinces. But Euric, one of their 
kings, had, about the end of. the.fifth cen
tury, united all Spain into one monarchy, 
and tranfmitted his dominions to his po= 
fterity. 

The mildriefs of the climate co-operated" 
with their- profperity and opulence to relax 
thofe conquerors to effeminacy; they con
tracted vices to which, in their barbarifm, 
they had been ftrangers, and loft that mar
tial fpirit to which they had owed their fuc-
cefa. The kings who fucceeded Euric, be* 
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ing fometimes Arians, fometimes Catholics,, 
left their authority to be abufed by the bi-
fhops.; fo that every iucceilive reign was a 
feries of new confuflon. Rodrigo, the lafl 
of them, difgraced the throne by his vices. 
Every one knows the ftory, whether true 
or doubtful, of Count Julian's daughter, 
whom Rodrigo ravifhed. The fact is dis
puted : but, one thing certain is, that the 
licentious exceffes of tyrants have almoft al
ways been either the caufe or the pretence 
of their ruin. 

It is certain that Count Julian, and his 
brother Oppas, archblfhop of Toledo, who 
were both powerful among the Goths, fa
voured the irruption ef the Moors. Tarik, 
( 9 ) one of the greateft captains of the age, 
was fent by Mouffa, at firft with a few troops, 
with which he, notwithstanding-, defeated a 
great army, oppofed to him by Rodrigo: 
then, receiving reinforcements from Africa, 
he vanquished Rodrigo himfelf in the battle 
of Seres, in his flight from which, the Gothic 
J. c. 714. -| prince was Slain. Tarik, availing 
Keg. 96. J himfelf of this victory, penetra. 

C 3 ted 
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ted through Eftramadura, Andalufia, the 
Caftiles, and took Toledo. He being foon 
joined by Mouffa, who was now jealous of 
his lieutenant's glory ; thofe two extraordi
nary men, dividing their troops into feveral 
bodies, accomplished in a few months, the 
conqueSl of all Spain. 

Let it be obferved, that thofe Moors, who 
are reprefented by fome historians, as barba
rians thirfting with inhuman rage for blood, 
left to the vanquished people their religious 
worShip, their churches, and their judges. 
They exacted only the fame tribute which 
the Spaniards had paid to their own princes. 
Their ferocity was not terrible, for moft of 
the towns were Surrendered by capitulation ; 
the christians united fo cordially with their 
conquerors, that thofe of Toledo took the 
name of Mufarabians ; and queen Egilone, 
widow of the late king, Rodrigo, was pub
licly married to Abdelazis, the fon of Mouffa, 
with the confent of both nations. 

Mouffa, mortified at the fuccefs of Tarik, 
became defirous to rid himfelf of a lieute
nant by whom his own glory was eciipfed. 

He 
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He accufed him to the Caliph. Valid recalled 
them both ; but without determining upon 
their mutual complaints and recriminations, 
detained them at his court, till they died in 
chagrin at feeing themfelves forgotten. 

Abdelazis, who had married Egilone, re= 
mained governor of Spain for a fhort time. 
Alahor who fucceeded him, carried his arms 
Into France, fubdued Narbonne, and was pre? 
paring to urge his conquefts farther; when 
he learned, that Pelagius; a prince of the 
royal line of the Goths, who had taken 
refuge on the mountains of Afturia, with 
an handful of foldiers,—dared to brave the 
conquerors of -Spain, and had formed the 
gallant intention of making off their yoke. 
Alahor fent troops againft him. Pelagius, 
having the advantage of the narrow paffes 
among the hills, twice beat off the Mofiems, 
recruited his little army, and made himfelf 
rnafter of fome caftles. Thus reviving the 
courage of the chriftians which had funk 
under their misfortunes, he fhewed the at 
tonifhed Spaniards, that the Moors were 
not inyincible. 

The 
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The fuccefs of thefe efforts of Pelagius 
induced the Caliph, Omar II. to recall Alahor. 
Elzemagh, his fucceffor, fuppofed that the 
moft effectual mean for checking revolt was, 
to make the people happy. He laboured to 
eftablifh a regular police through Spain, 
fixed the rate of the taxes which had been 
hitherto arbitrary, and reftrained the licence 
of the foldiers by affigning them ftated pay. 
In his taite for the fine arts which were then 
cultivated amone the Arabians, Elzemagh 
embeEifhed Cordova, made it his capital and 
feat, invited men of learning to his Court, 
and compofed, himfelf, a book containing 
a defcription of the cities, rivers, provinces, 
and harbours of Spain, of the mines of metal, 
and quarries of marble which were to be 
found in it; and of aE the objects, in fhort, 
which it had, to draw the notice of fcience, 
or require the attention of government. 
Being little concerned about the motions of 
Pelagius, whofe whole Strength confifted in 
the poffeffion of a few fortrefies among inac-
ceffible hiEs ;—Elzemagh made no efforts to 
force him from his ftrong-holds: but actu

ated 
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tuated by that unhappy paffion which has 
always prompted the rulers of Spain to ex
tend their conquefts on the fide of France; 
J. c. 722. ~l ^ e paffed the Pyrenees, and was 
H a 2 g . i c 4 . J flajn -m a b a t t i e a g a i n f t Eudess 

duke of Acquitain. 
After the death of Elzemagh, which hap-

.. pened in the caliphate of Yezid II. (10) there 
was in the fpace of a few years, a rapid fuc-
ceffion of feveral different governors of 
Spain *. None of their actions is worthy of 
being here related. But, in their time, the 
brave Pelagius extended his little territory, 
advanced over the mountains of Leon, and 
made himfelf mafter of feveral places of 
Strength. Thus did this hero, whofe cou
rage roufed the Afturians and Cantabrians 
to vindicate their liberty, lay the firft foun
dations of that powerful monarchy which 
was, in its turn, to produce warriours who 
Should drive the Africans to the rocks of 
Atlas.. 

The 

* Ambeze, Azre, Jahiah,. Ozman, Hazifa. Hicchem, 
Meheraet. 
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The Moors, ftill intent upon the conqueft 
of new countries, neglected to oppofe Pe-
lagius. They were confident of reducing 
him eafily under fubjection, after they mould 
have fubdued France: and the conqueft of 
France was the only paflion which actuated 
the foul of the new governor, Abdalrahman, 
H s g . 13 o r > a s ^ e kas been named among 
J. c. 731. J us^ Abderama. His glory, his 
valour, his talents, his bbundlefs ambition 
made him look upon this as a conqueft which 
he might eafily accomplifht But he was defti-
ned there to meet a mightier than he. 

Charles Martel, fon of Pepin d'Heriftal, 
and grandfather to Charlemagne, whofe ex
ploits exceeded his father's fame, and were 
not outdone by thofe of his grandfon, was 
then Mayor of the palace, under the laft prin
ce of the firft race; or, in truth, was rather 
Sovereign of the Franks and the Germans. 
Eudes, duke of Acquitain, matter of Gui-
enne and Gafcony, had long been at war with 
the French hero. Feeling himfelf an unequal 
opponent to Charles, he courted the alliance 
of a Moor named Munuze, governor of Ca

talonia, 
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talonia, and fecretly an enemy to Abderama. 
Thefe two vaffals, being thus both diffatisfied 
with their Lords paramount, and afraid of 
theffi, entered into the ftricteft union between 
themfelves. Overlooking the diverfity of 
their religions, the Chriftian Duke, without 
hefitation, gave his daughter in marriage, 
to his Moflem ally,/ And, the princefs Nu-
meranca married Munuze, as queen Egilone 
had before efpoufed Abdelazis. 0 

Abderama no fooner heard of this alli
ance, than he conceived upon what motives 
it had been formed. He inftantly muftered 
his army, marched to Catalonia, and befieged 
Munuze, who attempted in vain to efcape. 
Being purfued and overtaken, he fell by his 
own hand. His wife was taken captive, and 
conducted to the prefence of the conqueror. 
Abderama perceiving her to be fingularly 
beautiful, lent her in a prefent to Caliph 
Haccham, whofe love fhe won; what a cap
rice of deftiny, that a Gafcon princefs mould 
adorn the feraglio of the fovereign of Da-
mafcus! 

VOL. I. D Not 
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Not Satisfied with having, thus pu»i£he.d: 

Munuzle, Abdsrama- pafied the moantalaa, 
eroffed Navarre., entered, Guienne, beSieged, 
and took theLeity,of Beardeasx*. Eudes^at 
the head of an army, ftrove to flop his pro-
grefSi - Eudes was overthrown in a great bat
tle, AH yielded to-the Moflem arms, Ab-
derama purfued his. route, ravaged Perigord, 
S.aintonge, Foictou, ad.van.eed in triumph.̂  
through Touraine, nor, halted till the banner 
of Charles Martel waved within his view, 

Charles led on to '.meet; him, the forces of 
France, of Auftrafia, and of Burgundy, with 
his veteran bands who had often before, fol
lowed him to. victory. The Duke of Acqui-
tain wasin his-campv Charles fuffered- con
cern for the common danger to predominate 
over the fenfe of his wrongs. The danger 
was awful and urgent. The fate of France, 
of Germany, of all Chriftendom was to be 
determined by the event of a battle. Abd.e-
rama was a rival worthy of the fon of Pepin r 
he had, like him, acquired confidence by a 
long feries of fucceffes, was followed by a num-
berlefs army, was attended by a train of old 

captains 

http://ad.van.eed
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<ca§>tains who hadSoften Seen him trfe 
arid had long been inflamed with the defire 
o f fubjeetiftg to yoke o f the Arabians, the 
-only remains o f the old Reman Empire- of 
which they were not yet matters. 

The battle was obftinate arid bloody. Ab~ 
derama fe l . His death determiried the fate 
?©f Ml'army, Hiftorlaris affert, that, ripo& 

this ofcafiori-, -more than three hundred 
thoufarid men were flairi,' This is furely an 
exaggerated account. "-But3 i t feems pro
bable, that, as the'lrivaders had penetrated 
iritO the middle o f France, arid Were purfued 
after their defeat, -they could hardly efeape 
the fwOrd o f the victors, arid the keen ven
geance o f thofe people whom-they had ter
rified and feattered-, as they advanced^ • - '-

That memorable battle, o f the particulars o f 
which no account has been hatideddowrito us, 
fwed France from the yokesOf the Arabians, 
and fet a term to the progfefs o f their great* 
.fiefs. Even after fb great a misfortune, they 
• again -attemptedtopenetrate into France, arid 

Saade themfelves matters of Avignon. But, 
Charles Mattel defeated them, a fecond time, 

• ^ ••• - P a . retook 
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retook the city, deprived them of Narbonne, 
and finally ruined thofe hopes with which 
they had fo long flattered themfelves." 

After the death of Abderama, was Spain dif-
tracled by the contefts between two governors 
who had been fuccefiively named by the Ca
liphs *. A third pretender came from Africa-; 
and there arofe alfo a fourthf. Factions mul
tiplied; the different parties came often to 
blows; towns were taken, and.provinces laid 
wafle. Thefe events are differently related 
by hiftorians ; and could.mot be interefting 
in detail.. The only important truth to be 
difcerned among them, is,.that, in propor
tion as the mildnefs of the climate, and the in-
termixture of the Spaniards with the Moors, 
foftened the manners of the latter; new 
emigrations from Africa; flill undid the work 
of time, and renewed the primitive ferocity 
of the conquerors of Spain. _ I '• 

Thofe civil wars lafted nearly twenty years. 
The Chriftlans in the receffes of Afturia 
loft not the occafion. Alphonfo L fon-in-
law and fucceffor to Pelagius, purfued that 

L>t.ia2 :h hero's 
* Abdulmelek, Akfee, f Abuiattar, Tevabe. 
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SECOND 

hero's career. He made himfelf mafter of a 
part of Galicia and of Leon, routed the troops 
that oppofed him, won feveral places of 
Strength, and began to eftablifh a fmall power. 

The Moors, amid their, domeftic quar
rels; neglected to check the progrefs of Al-
phonfo. One Jofeph had, after various crimes 
and battles, triumphed over all his rivals, and 
eitablifhed himfelf in the fovereignty at Cor-
JC. 749 .1 dova; when 7there happened a 
Hseg. 134.J memorable event in the Eaft, 
which had a great influence on the affairs of 
Spain. Here begins the fecond period of 
the Moorilh empire; which renders it ne-
ceflary for us to look back for a few mo
ments, on the hifcory of the Caliphs. 

... , END OF THE FIRST PERIOD. 



SECOND PERIOD. 

Daring which the CALIPHS of the Weft were KINGS 
of CORDOVA. , . 

From the middle of the eighth century t© 
the eleventh. : 

WE have feen, with a rapid view, how the 
Arabians, under the three firft Caliphs, Abu-
beker, Omar, and Othmah, conquered Syria, 
and Africa, yet ftill retained the primitive fim-
plici'ty of their manners, remained obedient to 
the fucceffor of the prophet, and continued to 
look with contempt, on wealth and luxury. 
But who of "mankind could withft'and the in
fluence of fuch a tide of profperity .? The vic
tors foori turned their arms upon one ano
ther. They forgot the virtues which had 
made them invincible, and with their own 
hands, tore afunder the empire which they 
had formed. 

Thefe misfortunes began with the aflaffi-
nation of Othman. Ali, the friend, the com
panion, and adopted fon of the prophet, was 

named 
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named his. fueceilbr • Ali who was endeared' 
to th.eMofl.ems. by his exploits, the fweetnefs 
of his manners, and his marriage with Fati-
xna, the only daughter of Mahomet. Mo
avias, governor of Syria, refufed to acknow
ledge Ali as. Caliph. By the advice of the 
politic.Amru, the conqueror of Egypt, Mo
avias made himfelf to he. proclaimed Caliph 
atBamafcus. The Arabians were thus di-. 
Tided \ thofe of Medina fupported Ali; and 
thofe of Syria, Moavias. The former took 
the denomination of Alides; the latter called 
themfelves Cimmiades, after the.grandfather of 
Moavias,-whofe same was Qmmiah. Such, 
was the. origin of the. famous fchifm which 
Sill divides the Turks from, the Perfians. 

AH conquered Moavias, but reaped not the 
fruits of his. victory. He was foon after af-
fafiinated (1). His party was thus weakened. 
His children made fome ineffectual efforts'to= 
recruit, and re-animate them. The Gmmia-
des, amidft turbulence, rebellion, and civil 
war, continued at Damafcus, in poffeffion 
of'the Caliphate, It was in the reign of Va
lid L one of thefe princes, that the Arabians 

extended 
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extended their conquefts, eaftward, to the 
Ganges, and weft ward, to the Atlantic ocean. 
The Ommiades were, however, moftly, weak 
princes. But, their generals were men.of 
ability; and the Moflem foldiers ftiil conti
nued to exert their ancient valour. 

After the Ommiades . had occupied the 
throne for the fpace of ninety-three years, 
Mervan II. ( 2 ) the laft. Caliph of the race, 
J. a-752.1 w a s vanquished by Abdalla, of 
Hag. 134 .J t ] i e r a c e 0 f Abaffides, who 
were, as well as the Ommiades, near re
lations to Mahomet. Mervan; loft his em
pire, and his life. Abui»Abbas, nephew to 
Abdalla, was chofen Caliph, and was the firft 
of the dynafty of the Abbaffides, fo famous 
through the Eaft, for their love of fcience, 
and for the names of Haroun Al Rafchid, 
Almamon, and the Bar mecides (3). The 
Abbaffides were Caliphs for five centuries. 
They were at length divefted of their digni
ty, by the Tartars, fons to Gengis-Kan;. af
ter they had feen other Caliphs-rife in Egypt j 
who were denominated Fati?nite, becaufe they 
pretended to be • defcendents from Fatima, 

the 
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the daughter of Mahomet. I am here anti
cipating the order of time ; for Spain will 
foon be entirely unconnected with the Eafi. 

When the cruel -Abdalla, had placed his 
nephew Abul-Abbas on the throne of the 
Caliphs, he conceived thé horrid_ defign of 
exterminating all the Ommiades. Thofe 
princes were many. Among the Arabians to 
whom polygamy is allowed, and where a 
numerous offspring are regarded as a lingu
lar bleffing- from heaven ; it is nowife unu-
fuai for one family to conflit of fbme thou-
fands of individuals; Abdalla defpairing of 
his ability to extinguifh the hoftile race, dif-
perfed as they were by their terrours, pro-
mifed a general amnefty to all fuch of the 
Ommiades, as fhould repair to his prefence. 
Thofe unhappy men trufted his oaths, and 
came to implore their pardon at his feet. 
The monfter no fooner faw the poor victims 
gathered before him, than he made his fol-
diers encompafs and butcher them before his 
eyes. After this fcene of flaughter, Abdalla 
ordered the bloody corpfes to be thrown to
gether, and the pile to be covered over with 

VOL. I. E boards 
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boards and Perfian carpets; and upon this 
table bad a fumptuous entertainment ferved 
up to his officers. One cannot help Shudder
ing at the idea of fuch a mixture of cruelty 
and revelry (* ) : but, facts like this, mark 
out molt difcriminately the character and 
manners of thofe conquerors. 

One only of all the Ommiades efcaped^ 
His name-was Abderama. He reached E-
gypt, and concealed himfelf in its defarts. 

The Moors of Spain, itiil faithful to" the 
Ommiades, although Jofeph, their governor, 
had acknowledged the fovereign authority of. 
the Abaffides, no fooner. underftood, that 
there was in Africa, a reprefentative of that 
iiiuftrous race, than they fecretly. fent de*. 
puties to-offer him their crown. Abderama 
muft have forefeen what a ftruggle it would 
colt him: but the native greatnefs of his 
foul, invigorated as it had been by the dif-
cipline of adverfity, prompted him to accept 
their offer without hefitation. He croffed 
the fea to Spain, won the hearts of his new 
fubjects, collected an army, entered Seville, 

and-
* Marigny, Rift oke du Arabes, Tome 3^ 
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and foon marched forward to Cordova, the 
capital of the Moflem dominions. 

jofeph, in name of the Abaffides, met him 
with unfuccefsful oppofition. jofeph was 
overthrown; Cordova was taken; and feve-
ral other cities fhared the fame fate. Abde--
rama was acknowledged fevereign of Spain, 
and proclaimed Caliph of the Weft; and 
henceforward Spain thus detached from the 
great empire of the Arabians, formed alone, 
a powerful ftate. 
J. c. 759. ~i Abderama I. eftablifhed the feat 
H«eg. 142. J G £ Yiis new caliphate at Cordova-
He did not long enjoy it in peace. Rebel
lion excited by the Abaffides, wars with the 
kings of Leon, incurfions of the French into 
Catalonia ( 4 ) kept Abderama inceffantly ac
tive through his whole reign. His indefa
tigable valour triumphed over all his foes. 
He maintained himfelf with glory on his 
throne, merited the honourable appellation 
of the Juji, and amidft troubles and dan
gers cherifhed and cultivated the arts. It 
was he who firft eftablifhed thofe fchools at 
Cordova, to which youth repaired to ftudy af-

E 2 tronomy 
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tronomy, mathematics, medicine, and gram
mar. He compofed verfes himfelf, and was 
efteemed the moft eloquent man of his age. 
He embellifhed and fortified his capital, for
med for himfelf a ftately palace, with delight
ful gardens, and began the building of the 
great mofque which travellers frill furvey 
with admiration. This monument of the 
magnificence of the Mofierns of the weft was 
finifhed by Caliph Haccham, fon and fuc-
ceffor to Abderama. It is faid, that of this 
building, only the one-half has been preferved 
by the Spaniards : yet, is even this, fix hun
dred feet long, by two hundred and fifty in 
breadth. Longitudinally, it has twenty nine 
naves; in the meafurement of its breadth, 
nineteen. The roof is fuftained upon more 
than three hundred columns of alabafter, jaf-
per, and marble. It had formerly four and 
twenty brazen doors emboffed with gold; 
And four thoufand and feven hundred lamps 
every night, illuminated this magnificent 
edifice *. 

Here 
* Cardorine in his Hift. of Africa and Spain ; Colmenar 

in his Delights of Spain; Du Peyron, in his Journey through 
Spain; aiid Swinburne in his Travels through Spain, 
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Here did the Caliphs of Cordova pray, on 
every Friday for their people ; Friday being 
the day appropriated by the precepts of 
Mahomet, to the difcharge of the offices of 
religion. Hither did all the Moflems of 
Spain refort in pilgrimage, as thofe of the 
Eaft to the temple at Mecca. Here were 
celebrated, with the moft pompons folemni-
ties, the feftivais of the great and the lit
tle B air am, correfpcndir.g to the Jewifh 
Paffover; of the New Year ; of Miloud 
or the anniverfary of the birth of Maho- -
met. Each of thefe Feftivais was prolonged 
for eight days. During this period, all la
bour was fufpended; friends vifited and 
madeprefents to one another; victims were 
facrificed. Families forgot their diffenfions, 
vowed inviolable concord, and indulged in 
all the pleafures permitted by the Law. All 
night, the city was illuminated; the flreets 
were ftrewed with flowers; the walks, and 
public places refoundedwith the mufic of ket
tle-drums theorbos, and hautboys. And to 
crown all, the rich now dealt out their alms 

with 
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with, liberality; and the bleflings of the poor 
tningled with the fongs of piety and joy. 

Abderama having been educated in the 
Eaft, firft: introduced into Spain a tafte for 
thefe fplendid festivities. As Gaiiph, he u-
rnted in his perfon the fupreme authority, 
as well eceleflaflical as civil, by which he re
gulated the celebration of the ceremonies, 
and made them to be performed with the 
fame magnificence as at Damafcus. Being , 
an enemy to chriftianity, while there were 
many Chriftians among his fubjects ; he did 
not perfecute thefe, yet deprived the cities 
of their bifhops, and the churches of their 
paftors. He encouraged marriages between 
the Moors and Spaniards, and did religion 
more harm by prudent toleration, than it 
could have fuffered by the moft rigorous 
cruelty of perfecution. Under his reign, 
the fucceffors of Pelagius* who were ftill 
confined within the receffes of Afturia, 
and were already divided among them-
feives, fubmitted to the payment of the 
ignominious tribute of an hundred young 

women 
* Aurdio and Mauregat. 
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which they could obtain peace from Abde~ 
rarna. Thus, matter of all Spain from Cata-

the third of eleven children who were born 
to him. 

After the death of Abderama, the empire 
©f the Moors was, for a while, diffracted by 
rebellion, and by wars between the new 
Caliph, and his brothers, uncles, and other 
princes of the blood-royal. Such wars were 
unavoidable in a defpotic government in 
which even the order of the: fucceffion 
to the throne was regulated by no law„ 
To be of the royal family was enough to* 
juftify any claims; and as almoft all the Ca
liphs left a prodigious number- of children ̂  
every one of the young princes was always 
ready to form a party, to eftabiifh. himfelf in 
fome city, to declare himfelf fovereign, and 
to take arms againft the reigning Caliphs 
Hence the crowd of petty ftates that arofef, 
and fluctuated, and fell, under each fuccef-

?omen. This was the only condition upon; 

five 
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five reign. Hence thofe numbers of kings, 
vanquished, depofed, and malTacred, whofe 
ftory renders the hiftory of the Moors in 
Spain, fo difficult to be reduced to order, 
and by its famenefs, fo tirefome to the reader. 

Haccham, and after him, his fon Abdela-
zis-el-Haccham, maintained themfelves on 
the throne againft all oppofition. The firft 
of thefe princes completed the mofque which 
had been begun by Abderama, and carried 
his arms againft France, into which his ge
nerals penetrated as far as Narbonne. The 
fecond was lefs fortunate, but contended, 
with various fuccefs, with the Spaniards, and 
with his own rebeffious fubjects. He died in 
J. c. 822.1 t r i e mi-dft of thefe troubles. His 
Hag . зоб. J _£Qn Abderama fucceeded him. 

Abderama II. was a great prince ; and yet, 
in his reign, the Chriftians began to rife 
nearer to an equality with the power of the 
Moors. They took advantage of the diffen-
fions among the Moilems. Alphonfo the 
Chafte, king of the Afturias, a powerful and 
valiant monarch, had extended his domini
ons, and•refufed the cuftomary tribute of an 

hundred 
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hundred young women. Ramiro, the fuc-
ceflor of Alphonfo, maintained the fame in-
pendence, and feveral times defeated the 
Moflems-. Navarre was erected into a king
dom. Aragon came likewife under the go
vernment of fovereignsof its own; and form
ed a civil constitution under which the rights 
of the people were refpecled ( 5 ) ; The go
vernors of Catalonia, who had hitherto been 
fubject to the. kings of France, taking ad
vantage of the weaknefs of Louis Le Debon-
naire, made themfelves independent. At 
laft, all the north of Spain declared againft 
the Moors; while the fouthern parts of it 
fell a prey to the Normans. 

Abderama defended himfelf againft all his 
adverfaries, and by his military talents, me
rited the firname of Ehnouzaffer, or the Vic
torious. Arnidft wars, and the cares of 
government, he encouraged the fine arts, 
embellifhed his capital with a new mofque, 
and conftrucced a noble acqueduci, which, 
through leaden pipes diftributed great- a-
bundance of water over all the city. He 
eagerly invited poets and philofophers to his 

VOL. I. F court, 
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court5 converted often with them, and cul
tivated thofe talents in himfelf which he en
couraged in others. The fenfibility of his 
heart was fufceptible of tafte in all its perfec
tion and1 variety. He drew from- the Eaft, 
that famous-mufieian, Ali-Zeriab, who, bet
ing, by his munificent patronage, fixed in 
Spain, there inftituted-a fchool, the pupils 
of which became afterwards the delight of 
all Afia-(6). Thus, in the reign of this Ab-
derama, Cordova became the feat of Art, 
Science," and elegant: pleafure. Moflem fe
rocity gave place to gallantry, in which the 
Caliph fet an example. One anecdote which 
is told of him, proves remarkably the mild; 
sefs and generofity of his nature. 

Gne of his favourite female flaves pre-
fuming one day, to quarrel with her mafter, 
retired into her own apartment, and vowed, 
that fhe would fee the door walled up, fooner 
than open it to the Caliph. The chief Eunuch 
ihuddered at this language, which to him 
feemed blafphemy. He ran, and proftrating 
himfelf before the prince of the Faithful, re
peated the words of the prefumptuous fiavej 

Abderami 
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Abderama fmiled, and bade him raife before 
the door of the favourite's chamber, a wall 
of pieces of filver; promifing not to pafs this 
harrier, till it mould be demolifhed by the 
charmer herfelf. Hiflory fays, rthat, on the 
fame night, the Caliph obtained free accefs 
-to his pacified miftrefs *. 

This prince left, by his various wives, 
forty five fons, and forty one daughters, 
j . c. 8ja.n Mohammed, his eldeft fon, fuc-
Hseg-assJ ceededhim. 
• The reigns of Mohammed, and • of his 
fucceifors, Almouzir and Abdalla, extending 
through a period of fixty years, were one 
continued feries of turbulence, civil war, 
and rebellions of the principal cities, whofe 
governors fought to make thernfelves inde
pendent. Alphonfo the Great, Prince of 
the Afturias, availed himfelf of thefe diffen-
fions, and confirmed his own power. The 
Normans, on the other hand, again ravaged 
Andalufia. Toledo, although often chaftifed, 
yet ftill rebellious, had now fovereigns of its 
own. SaragolTa followed the example. The 

F 2 authority . 

•~- Cardonne, Hift. -of Africa and Spain. 
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authority of the Caliphs fank into contempt, 
Their empire convulfed on all fides, feemed 
tottering to its fall, when Abderama III. ne-
j . c. 91a. i phew of Abdalla, afcended the 
Hseg. 3CC.J throne of Cordova, and reftored 
to it, for fome time, all the luftre of majefty. 

That prince, who bore a name dear to the 
Moilems, which feemed to afford a happy 
augury of his reign, affumed the title of 
Emir al mumenim, or Prince of the True Be
lievers *. He began his reign with victory. 
The rebels whom his predeceffors could not 
xeduce to fubmiilion. were defeated, the fac
tions difperfed, and tranquillity and order 
reftored. Being attacked, early in his reign, 
by the Chriftians, Abderama afked aid from 
the Moors of Africa, and maintained long 
wars with the kings of Leon, and the counts 
j c 9 ; I -j of Caftile, who took from him 
Haeg. 3I9-J Madrid, then an inconsiderable 
town. He was often routed, fometimes vic
torious, always great and, formidable ; his 
lories he knew how to repair, and to avail 
himfelf of his advantages. Diftinguiftied 

-• - •• - equally 
* Which we have ridicjloufly transformed, into Miramalin. 



HISTORY OF THE MOORS. 4 5 
equally as a deep politician and a Ikilful cap
tain, he fowed divifions among the Spanifh 
Princes, carried his arms, twelve different 
times, into the centre of their dominions; 
and, creating to his people a naval force, 
made himfelf mafter of Seldjemeffe and. 
Ceuta, on the coaft of Africa. 

Although engag-ed. in ineeffant wars, 
C O G ' 

through his whole reign, and obliged to ex
pend immenfe films on his armies, his fleets, 
and the auxiliaries he purchafed from Africa; 
yet did Abderama, difplay in his court a 
fumptuoufnefs of luxury, and a parade of 
magnificence which we might think fabu
lous, if all the hiftorians did not agree in 
the account of them. The Greek emperor, • 
Conflantine IX. fon of Leo, wifhing to op-
pofe to the Abbaffid Caliphs of Bagdad, an 
enemy able to refill them, fent an ambafiador 
to Cordova, to form an alliance between 
him and Abderama. Abderama, pleafed to 
fee the Chriftians come from fiich adiftance, 
to implore his protection, difplayed, upon 
this occafion, all the pomp of an Afiatic 
court. He fent his fervants to receive the 

ambaffadors 
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smbaffadors at Jaen. Troops of •cavalry, 
fuperbly dreffed, awaited thern on the road 
to Cordova. A frill more fhlendid fhew of 
infantry lined the avenues to the palace. The 
courts were covered with the richeft carpets 
of Perfia and Egypt; and the walls hung with 
fluffs of gold. The Caliph was feated on a 
dazzling throne ; and furrounded by his fa
mily, his viziers, and a crowd of courtiers, in 
a gallery in which he received them amid 
the full difplay of all his riches. The Hadjeb, 
a dignity among the Moors, corresponding 
to that of our old mayors of the palace,— 
introduced the ambaffadors. Dazzled by 
fuch a profufion of fplendour, they proftra-
ted themfelves before Abderama, and.deli
vered to him the letter of Conftantine, 
which was written upon a piece of blue 
parchment, and inclofed in a golden box. 
The Caliph figned the treaty, loaded the 
emperor's envoys with prefents, and fent a 
numerous train to attend them to the walls 
.of Conflantinople. 

This fame Abderama, who was thus con
tinually engaged in wars and political nego-

ciationsj 
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ciations, was, all his life, in love with one 
©f his Haves, named Zebra*. For her he-
founded a city within two miles of Cordova,, 
and gave it the name of Zebra. That city,, 
which does l ì O t I ÌOW £X1 ft, ftood immediately 
below feme lofty hills, whence flowed feveral. 
fprings of pure, frefh water ; which running,, 
with aferpentine courfe, through the ftreets,, 
diffufed around an agreeable coolnefsj and. 
ioxmeà jetting fountains in the public fquares-
Thehoufes which were builtali upon one plan,, 
had plat forms above, and behind, gardens fil
led with groves- of orange trees. On the prin
cipal gate appeared a ftatue of the favourite.. 

Thefe beauties were, however, all mean, 
in comparifon with thè favourite's palace., 
Abderama, after entering into an alliance, 
with the Greek Emperor, had afked him for 
his moft fkilful architects :. and the Sovereign 
of Conftantinople, which was then the feat 
of the fine arts, immediately fent the archi
tects required, and with them forty pillars o£ 
granite, the moft beautiful that he could pro
vide. Befide thefe ftately columns, there were 

in 

* -The name Sgtà&es Jlo<sver, ornament ofthe<worU-
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in this palace, twelve hundred more of marble 
of Spain or Italy. The walls of the Salloon 
of the Caliphate were covered over with orna
ments of gold. Several figures of animals, 
of the fame metal, poured water into an a-
labafler bafon, over which hung the famous 
pearl which the Emperor Leo had prefented 
to the Caliph, as ah invaluable treafure. The 
hiftorians * add, that in the pavilion in which 
the favourite ufed to pafs the evening with 
Abderama, the ceiling was overlaid with 
plates of gold and fteel, and incrufted with 
precious ftones ; and amldft the blaze of 
lamps reflected from an hundred cryftal luf-
tres, a ftream of quickfilver poured into an 
alabafter bafon. 

Thefe ftories are indeed hardly credible,. 
They have the air of eaftern tales; and I may 
be accufed poffibly of drawing the materials of 
my memoirs from thé TboufandandOne Nights* 
But, every one of thefe facts, every particular 
in the above detail, is attefied by the Arabian 
hiftorians, is related by Mr Cardonne upon 

their 
* Novairi, Eiftoria Ommiadarwn, 15c. Mogrebi, Hi/lor, 

Hi/pan. 
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their authority, and confirmed, after a careful 
examination,, by Mr Swinburne, an Englifh-
man of great penetration, and w h o cannot be 
blamed for any excefs of credulity. I acknow
ledge that thofe monuments, fo fumptuous 
and ftately, are like nothing with which w e 
are n o w acquainted; and, that moft men 
meafuring out their faith in the proportion of 
their knowledge, believe very little. But, 
the accounts which we find in authors of 
Credit *, of the luxury and magnificence of 
the fOvereigns of Afia, are, at leaft equally 
furpriiing: and I might afk, whether, if the 
Egyptian pyramids fhould chance to be over-
thrown by an earthquake, we would credit 
thofe hiftorians w h o give us their jufl di-
menfions ? 

The writers from w h o m I have drawn my 
information, mention likewife the fums which 
it coft the Caliph to build this palace, and 
the town o f Zehra. They amouuted to three 
hundred thoufand golden Dinars f in the year; 

VOL. I. G and 

* Bernier, Thomas Roe, Mark Paul, Du Halde, &c . 
f The Dinar may be valued nearly at £ c-8-6. of our 

money. 
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and the works were hardly completed withV 
in twenty-five years. . 

To this enormous expence add what was 
neceffarily laid,out in the-maintenance of a 
feraglio, in which were wives,- concubines, 
flaves, eunuchs black and Whitê  to the num
ber- of fix thoufand and three hundred fouls. 
The officers of the Caliph's houfhold, and the 
horfes in- the royal flails were proportionately 
numerous. Twelve thoufand gentlemen com-
pofed his guard. And, if we reflect, that Ab-
derama, as he was continually at war with the 
Spahifh princes, was obliged to keep always 
on foot numerous armies, to equip a refpecla^ 
Me naval force, often to hire mercenaries from 
Africa, and'to conftruclrfortifications on the 
frontiers of his dominions, upon which his 
enemies ftili hovered, y—We will find it dif
ficult to conceive, how he could raife a reve
nue adequate to all thefe purpofes. But, his 
refources were immenfe ; and the fovereign 
of Cordova was perhaps the richeft and moil 
powerful monarch in Europe (8). 

He was mailer of Portugal, Andalufia, the 
kingdoms of Grenada, Murcia, Vaientia, and 

the. 
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the greateft part of New Caftile ;—-the fineft 
countries in Snain. Thefe countries were 

± 

then amazingly populous; and the Moors 
had carried agriculture to its higheft point 
of perfection. Hiftorians tell us, that there 
were on . the banks of the Guadalquivir, 
twelve thoufand villages 5 and that a travel
ler could not walk for a quarter of-an hour 
through the country, without meeting with 
fame hamlet. There were reckoned within 
the Caliph's dominions, eighty great cities, 
three hundred of the fecond order, with a 
vaft number of inferior towns. Cordova, 
the capital, contained within its walls, two 
hundred thoufand houfes *, and nine hun
dred public baths. HGW great the change 
fince thee xpulfion ©f the Moors! But, it is'ea-
iily accounted for. The Moors who conquer
ed Spain, perfecuted not the vanquifiied. 
The Spaniards, having conquered the Moors, 
perfecuted, and at laft expelled them. 

The revenues ef the Caliphs of Cordova 
are ftated at twelve millions, and forty-five 
thoufand Dinars of gold; a fum equal t© 

• . G 2 more 
* Thefe houfes never accommodated more than one 

jramily, each. 
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more than an hundred and thirty millions of 
French money. Befide this income received 
in fpecie, there were many taxes payable in 
the fruits of the earth ; and among a nation 
of hufbandmen, who were induftrious, and 
polTeiled the moft fertile territory in the world, 
that part of their opulence which confiiled 
in the productions of the earth was abfofute-
ly ineftimable. Mines of gold and filverwhich 
have been, from the earlieit times, open in 
Spain, were another fource of wealth to 
them. Trade, too, enriched both the peo
ple and the prince; and they profecuted trade 
in various branches: filks, oil, fugar, cochin-
lieai, iron, wool then in high eftimation, 
ambergrife, magnets, antimony, talc, mar-
caffites, fock-cryftal, fulphur, faffron, ginger, 
coral fifhed up on the coaft of Andalufia, 
pearls from the fhores of Catalonia, rubies 
from two mines, one at Malaga, the other 
at Beja,—were fo many productions of their 
country, which they exported, either Wrought 

or unwrought, to Africa, to Egypt, and to 
the regions of the Eafh The emperors of 
Conftantinople who found it neceffary to 

keep 
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keep up an alliance with the Caliphs of Cor
dova, favoured the trade of their Subjects : 
and the extenfive fea-coafts of the Spanifh 
dominions,- with the vicinity of Africa, Italy, 
and France, contributed alio to raife it to an 
highly flourifhing ftate. 

The arts, which are the children of com
merce, and repay their parent's care, gave 
additional luftre to the reign of Abderama. 
The palaces which he built, the gardens 
which he laid out, and the fumptuous fefti-
yities of his court attracted architects and 
other artifts from all quarters, Cordova 
became the capital feat of induftry, and 
the fanctuary of fcience. Geometry, aftro-
nomy, chemiftry, medicine had here a fa
mous fchool, which, a century afterwards, 
produced Averroes and Abenzoar. So cele
brated were the Arabian poets, philoibphers, 
and phyficians, that Alphonfo the Great. 
King of the Afhirias, when he wifhed to 
intruit the tuition of his fon, Ordogno, to 
men qualified to educate a prince, was obli
ged to overlook the difference of religion, and 
the inveterate hoftility fubfifting between 

the 
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:the Chriftians and Moflems, and to invite t© 
Mi court two Moorifh preceptors. • AncL 
Sancho the Grofs, one of the fucceffors of 
Aiphonfo, and king of Leon, when attacked 
by a dropfy which, he feared, might prove 
mortal, repaired, without hefitation, to Cor
dova, and put hirnfelf under, the care of the 
j)hyficians of Abderama, his enemy*. Sancho 
was cured. This lingular fact does honour 
equally to .the fkill of the Arabian phyficians, 
to the generality of the Caliph, and to the 
confidence-of the Chriftian king. 

Such was-the ftate of Cordova in the reign 
of Abderama III. He occupied the throne 
more than fifty years. It was a period of 
glory. But, there can be perhaps no better 
proof of the Superiority of the character of 
this prince, than a writing in his own hand, 
which was found among his papers, after 
his death. It is, as follows : 

" Fifty years have I been Caliph. Riches, 
honours, pleafures, all have I enjoyed as far 
as they are objects of enjoyment. The kings 
who are my rivals, efteem, dreads and envy 

me> 
* Mariana, Ferreras, Garibai, &c . Biß. of Stain* 
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ttie. All that man can defire, has been la-
vifhed on me by heaven. In lb long a period 
of feeming felicity,. I have numbered the 
days in which I have been really happy. 
They amount only to- fourteen. Mortals, 
learn to eftimate aright, the value of great-
nefs, of the world, and of human life." 

J. c. 961. ~| This, monarch was Succeeded 
Hag. 35,0.J tsy Lis eldeft ion, Abul-Abbas. 

@1 Haccham, who, like his father,-, took the 
title of Emir al mumenira.- ... '. 

The coronation of Haccham was celebra
ted with- great pomp, in the. city of Zehra„ 
The new monarch exacted an oath of- fide
lity from the captains of the Scythian guard, 
a powerful and numerous body of foreign 
foldiers who had been formed by Abderama, 
The brothers, and relatives of Haccham, the 
viziers,- and. the badjeb, their chief,, the 
black and white eunuchs, the archers, and 
the Cuiraffiers of the.guard, all fwore obe
dience to the monarch. The ceremony con
cluded with the funeral of Abderama, whole 
body was conveyed to Cordova, and depo-
fited in the tomb of his anceflors. 

s • Haccham.r 
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Haccham, being of a lefs martial fpirit 
than his father, but equally fagacious and 

able for government, enjoyed greater tran
quillity. His was the reign of peace and 
juftice. The victories and vigilance of Ab
derama had quafhed rebellion. The Chrif-
tian princes had forgotten their hoftiiity to 
the Moors, in diflenfions among themfelves. 
The truce with Caftile arid Leon was only 
interrupted in the courfe of this reign. The 
Caliph, Upon that occafion, took the com
mand of the army himfelf, made a glorious 
campaign againfi the Spaniards, and took 
feveral of their cities. Through the reft of 
his reign, he employed himfelf folely in ma
king his Subjects happy, in cultivating fci-
ence, in collecting a library, and in enforcing 
the laws. Thofe laws were few and fimple. 

It does not appear, that the Moors had 
any civil code diftinct from their religious. 
Their jurifprudence confifted in the applica
tion of the principles in the Koran to par
ticular cafes. Thofe the caliph, as high-
prieit of their religion, might interpret, but 
durft not Infringe. At leaft once a week, 

. he 
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he gave public audience to the complaints of 
his fubjects, examined the guilty, and before 
riling from his judgment feat, ordered them 
to inftant punifhment. Thofe whom he no^ 
minated governors of the cities and provin
ces, commanded the foldiery, received the 
public revenue, regulated the police, and 
were anfwerable for fuch events as happened 
under their goverment. Men {killed in the 
law, acred as public notaries, and gave a le
gal form to acts which related to property. 
When any perfon wifhed to raife againft a-
nother an action at law, the Cadis, who were 
reflected alike by the prince and the people, 
were the only competent judges. But, pro-
ceffes before them were never tedious : ad
vocates and agents were unknown; there 
was no expence, and no chicane. The par
ties themfelves pled, each his own caufe; 
and the decrees of the Cadi were carried in
to inftant execution. '. 

Their criminal jurifprudence was as little 
complex. Its rule in almoft all cafes, was 
the Lex talionis, prefcribed by the prophet. 
A murderer might indeed ranfom his life 

; VOL, I. H with 
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with money, from jufiice; but not unlets • 
the relations of the deceafed gave tlieir con-
fent. The Caliph himfelf durfl not, in a 
cafe of this nature, refufe the head of his 
guilty fon, if it was pertinacioufly demanded; 

So Ample a code would have been inade
quate, to its purpofes. But, the fupreme 
authority of parents over their children, and 
of hufbands over their wives fupplied the 
deficiency in the laws. The Arabians had 
ftill preferved that refpeci, that fubmimon, 
that paffive obedience of the family to its 
head which diftinguifhed their ancient patri
archal manners.. Every father had in his 
own houfhold almoft all the privileges of 
the Caliph v he judged without appeal, 
in difputes between his wives o r his chil
dren ; he inflicted fevere punifhments for the 
flighteft-faults, and might, in certain cafesj 
punifh even with, death. Old age alone con* 
ferred this authority. An old man was a 
facred object. His prefence reftrained dif-
order. The moft impetuous youth modeftly 
caft down his eyes, at meeting him, liftened 
with.patient refpect to his leffons, and view-
.. . edt 
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ed his whole beard with the reverence due 
to the badge of magistracy. 

THsinfiuence of manners, more powerful 
than laws, was long felt .at'Cordova. The 
fage Haccham did: nothing to deftroy it; as 
may be judged from the following fact. 

A poor woman of Zehra•poffeffed a fmall 
field, contiguous to the Caliph's gardens. 
Haccham wifiiing to build a pavilion in that 
field, afked the woman to fell it. She refu-
fed all his offers, and declared that fhe would 
never diveft herfelf of the inheritance of. her 
fathers. Haccham was,.no doubt, informed 
of her-©bit-mate rejection'of his offers. The 
fuperintendent-of the king's gardens, as the 
worthy minifter of a defpotic prince, took 
poffeflion of the field by force, and the pavi
lion was built. The poor woman ran, in 
defpair, to Cordova, and told her ftory to 
the Cadi Bechir, afking him, what fhe fhould 
do. The Cadi thought that the prince of the 
faithful had no more right than any other 
man, to poffefs himfelf Illegally of another's 
property; and refolved to remind him of 

H 2 this 
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this truth which the beft princes may occa
sionally forget. 

One day, as Haccham, with his court a-
bout him, fat in the elegant pavilion which 
had been built on the poor woman's field; 
he law Bechir arrive on his afs, v/ith an empty 
bag in his hands. The Caliph, in furprife, 
afked what he meant. Prince of the faith
ful, replied Bechir, I come to afk your per-
mifilon to fill this bag with the earth which 
you now trample under your feet. To this 
Haccham readily confented. The Cadi filled 
his bag with earth. He then fet it on an 
end, and approaching the Caliph, afked his 
afliftance to put it upon his afs. Haccham be
ing diverted with the requefi, went to lift 
the bag. But, finding that he could fcarce 
move it, he laughed, as he let it fall, and 
complained of its enormous weight. Prince 
of the faithful, faid Bechir, then, with an 
air of gravity to command refpeci, that bag, 
heavy as you find it, contains but a fmall 
portion of the field, of which you have ille
gally deprived one of your Subjects; how 
then will yon bear the weight of the whole 

field, 
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jBeld, when you appear before the great judge 
of heaven and earth, under the burthen of 
this iniquity ? Haccham {truck with the re
proof thus conveyed, ran up to embrace the 
Cadi, thanked him, acknowledged his fault,-
inftantly reftored to the poor woman the 
field of which he had deprived her, and 
at the fame time, made her a prefent of the 
pavilion, with all its rich furniture. 

A defpotic prince capable of an action like 
this, is inferior only to the Cadi who urged 
him to it. 

f. c. 9-6 1 Haccham died, after a reign 
H a g . 366. J 0 r gfj- e e n years; and was fuc-

ceeded by his fon Haccham. 
This prince was a child when he afcended 

the throne ; and may be faid to have conti
nued a child through his whole life. Both 
in his minority, and after he was advanced 
to maturity of age, a famous Moor, named 
Mahomet Almanzor, inveftea with the high 
office of Hadjeb, ruled the ftate with glory. 
Almanzor, who, with the abilities of a 
ftatefman, poffeffed the talents of a great 
captain, who was the moft formidable, and 

fatal 
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fatal enemy that ever oppofed the Ch'riftians, 
reigned for twenty fix years, under the name 
of the indolent Haccham. Heinvaded Caftile 
or the Afturia's two and fifty feveral times, 
J. c. 9g 5. 596.997."] *ook and lacked the cities 
Hag.375.387.388j of Barcelona and Leon, 

penetrated to Compoftella, demolifhed the 
famous church of that place, and carried 
away its ornaments to Cordova, reftored to 
the Arabians. for a few moments their pri
mary vigour and ancient energy, and made 
the feeble Caliph, his mafter, refpeclabie 
through all, Spain ; while he, in the mean 
time fiumbered amidft his women and his 
pleafures (9). 

But this was the daft luftre of the empire 
of the Gmmiades. The kings of Leon, and 
Wavarre, with the Count of Caftile, united 
to .oppofe Almanzor. They joined battle 
not far from Medina-Celi; the fight was 
long, bloody, and doubtful. The Moors, 
terrified at their lofs, .fled, foon after the 
battle. Almanzor, whom fifty years of vic
tory had taught to believe himfelf invincible, 

;<died of grief for this firil defeat. With this 

great 
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great man ended the good fortune of the 
Arabians. From that day forward, the Spa
niards continued to rife upon the ruins of 
their power. 

The fons of Almanzor Succeeded, one af
ter another, to their illuftrious father. They 
inherited not his abilities with his power. 
New factions arofe. A relation of the Ca
liph's took arms, and made himfelf mailer: 
of Haccham's perfon, but durli not put him 
to death.. He, however, fliut him up in 
prifon, and fpread a report that he was dead» 
The news was carried to Africa. A prince 
of the race of the Ommiades haflened 
Into Spain, with a body of forces, on pre
tence of avenging Haccham's caufe; The 
Count of Caftile took part, with him. The 
flames of civil war were kindled in Cordova. 
The blaze foon fpread over all Spain; and 
then the Chriftian princes retook the cities 
of which Almanzor had deprived them. The 
feeble Haccham, a fport alike to both parties, 
was reolaced on the throne, but foon after 
forced to fave his life, by renouncing it. A 

crowd 
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crowd of comparators * were, in turns pro
claimed Caliphs, and hardly fooner pro
claimed than depofed, {tabbed, or poifoned. 
Almunder, one of the laft reptefentatives 
of the family of the Ommiades, dared to 
affert his rights amidft thefe broils and con-
tefts.—His friends fet before him the danger 
to which he was expofing himfelf. . If I fhall 
reign but. one day, faid he, and on the next 
expire, I will not complain of my fate. His 
willies were not gratified. He was flam be
fore he could obtain the Caliphate. Other u-
furpers fucceeded; but their reigns were ftill 
momentary. Jalmar-ben-Mohammed was 

J. c. 1027.1 t ^ e ^i&i him terminated 
Haeg. 419. J jjjg e m p i r e 0 f the Caliphs of the 
Weft, after it had been occupied for three 
centuries by princes of the family of the Om
miades. With them ended the power and 
fplendour of Cordova. The governors of 
the different cities dependent upon the capi
tal, feized the opportunity, and arrogated 

- . i- ... >to 

* Mahadi, Suleiman, A l i r Abderama IV. Cafim, Jahiah, 

Haceham III. Mohammed, Abderama V . Jahiah II. Hac

eham IV. Jalman-ben-Mohammed. 



HISTORY OF THE MOORS. % 

THIRD PERIOD. 

The Principal KINGDOMS which rofe on the 
Ruins of the CALIPHATE. 

From the beginning of the eleventh century 
to the middle of the thirteenth. 

IN the beginning of the eleventh century, 
when the throne of Cordova was, every day 
fialned with the blood of fome newufurperi 
the governors of the principal cities began, 
as we have mentioned, to arrogate to them-

Wo-h. I. I ielves 

to themfelves fovereign power. Cordova 
was no longer the capital of a kingdom ; but 
only retained, by means of its auguft mofque 
its ecclefiaftical dignity. The Moors, enfee
bled as they were by diffenfions, and divided 
among fo many monarchs could no longer 
refill; the Spaniards. The third period of 
their hiftory exhibits them in their decline. 

END OF THE SECOND .PERIOD* 
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felves the dignity of kings. Toledo, Sara-
goifa, Seville, Valentia, Lifbon, Huefca, as 
well as feveral other lefs confiderable places, 
had, each its particular fovereign. The hif-
tory of thefe many monarchs would be little 
lefs fatiguing to the reader than to the writer. 
For a period of two centuries, it prefents 
nothing but one train of mafiacres, of the 
capture and re-capture of fortifications, of 

xjpillages, of feditiohs,—-a few noble exploits, 
and a multitude of crimes. I fhall pafs ra
pidly over thefe two centuries of misfortune; 
and only mark 'the termination of each of 
the petty monarchies. 

The Chriftians in Spain were, in the fame 
period, nearly in a fimilar condition. The 
kings of Leon, Navarre, Caftile, Aragon, 
although almoft all relations, and fome-
times brothers, did, neverthelefs, often 
confpire againft, and murther one another. 
Difference of religion hindered them not 
from joining the Moors againft other Chris
tians, or other Moors who were their ene
mies.. Thus, in one battle between two par
ties of Moflems, a Count of Urgel, and 

:. : "' X J . three 
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f.c. I O I O . T three Bifhops of Catalonia were 
e tLeg . J numbered among the flam ( 1 ) . 

Alphbnfo -V; king-of Leon, gave his filler 
in marriage to Abdalla, king of Toledo, that-
he might thus gain his aid againft Caftile. 
j c -j The fons of Sancho the Great fought 
1054. J w i th one another for the inheri
tances afligned them by their father. The 
j , c. I children of the famous Ferdinand*. 
¿070. J w e r e robbed of their pofleffions by 
their, brother Sancho. Another Sancho, 
j c > -j king of Navarre, was aflaflinated by 
1075. J bis brother f. Crimes became {till 
more numerous among both Chriflians and 
Moors; Spain was rent at once by civil, 
foreign, and domeftic war; and the people, 
upon whom misfortunes {till fall heavieft, 
paid with their lives and fortunes for the 
crimes and errours of their mbnarchs. 

In this long feries of melancholy events^ 
it is pleafing to fee a king of Toledo, named 
Almamon, and Benabad, king of Seville, 
receive into the protection of their refpec-

" tive courts, the one, young Alphonfo, king 
I 2 of 

* Ferdinand I. of Caftile. f Sancho IV. of Navarre. ' 
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ef Leon, tie other, the unfortunate Gar crac
king of Caftile. Sancho purfued the ruin of 
his brothers, as of his moft inveterate ene
mies : and the Moorifh monarohs, the natu
ral enemies of all-the Chriftians, received: 
the two princes, as brothers. Almamon es
pecially laviftied; the tendereft attentions on 
the unfortunate Alphonfo. He endeavour
ed to gratify him, at Toledo, with every 
pleafure that could conlble him for the lofs 
of his throne. He affigned him a liberal re
venue, and treated him as a beloved fom 
The death of the barbarous Sancho foon left 
Alphonfo, heir of Leon and Caftile. The 
generous Almamon, who had then in his-
hands the fovereign of his enemies, conduc
ted him to= the frontier^ loaded him with 
prefents and careffes, and. offered him the 
ufe of his troops, and treafure. . While 
this Almamon lived, AlphoniO- VI. conti
nued mindful of his favours, maintained, 
peace with him, aided him againft the king 
of Seville; and: even fliewed the fame kind-
nefs to Haccham, fon and fucceffor to the 
good Almamon. But, Haccham, after a fhort 

. . . , . . . reign,. 



HISTORY or THE. MOORS. 6$ 

reign, left the throne of Toledo to his young
er brother Jahiah. This prince difobliging the 
Chriftians of whom there were considerable 
numbers in the city, they fecretly requefted 
Alphonfo to come againft him. The remem
brance of Almamon's kindnefs heldAlphonfo, 
for a while in hefitation. Gratitude forbade 
him to liften to the counfels of ambition* 
At length, :he .encamped before Toledo,, 
After- a tedious- and famous.--fiege, in the 
courfe of which a number of French and 
j..c.ioS5."l ; Mavarrefe warriours joined: the 
Hasg. 478J arms of, Alphonfo, Toledo iat 
laft capitulated... The conqueror permitted 
Almamon's fon to remove 'to- Valentia, and 
there continue his reign. He fv/ore to leave 
the Moor& in feee and peaceable pofTeffion of 
their mofques; but could not -hinder the 
Chriftians from violating this promife, foon 
after it was made. 

Such was the end of the kingdom of To
ledo, and of its Mooriih kings. This ancient 
capital of the Goths had been poftefled by the 
Arabians for the fpace of three hundred and 
feventy-two years. Several other lefs consi

derable 
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derable cities fobn afterwards, met the fame 
fate. The kings of Aragon and Navarre, 
with the Counts of Barcelona were for ever 
hàrrafling and befieging the petty Moflem 
princes who remained in the North of Spain. 
The kings of Caftile and Leon gave thofe of 
the South fo much to do at home, that they 
could not aflfft their brethren. The Cid par̂  
ticularly, the famous Cid, with ah invinci
ble band whom his glory had attracted tò 
his command, flew like lightening from one 
quarter of Spain ; crowning the Chriftians 
with triumph, fighting even fór thè Moors, 
when the Moors were divided among them-
felves, and confhntly afferting victory to 
the party whofe catife he efpoufed. This 
hero, the mòri eftimablé perhaps whom hif-
tory celebrates, as his great foul was always 
pure, and to his military talents, he added the 
moral virtues ; this fimpie Caftilian knight, 
whofe name gathered armies to afflft his ex
ploits', faw himfèlf matter of a number of ci
ties, aided the king of Aragon to conquer 
Huefca, and with the fupport only of his 

own 
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| . c . 1 0 9 4 . 1
 o w n m e n a t arms, fubdued the 

H^g. 487 J kingdom of Valentia. Although 
equal in power to his fovereign, of whom 
he had frequent reafon to complain, being 
envied, and perfecuted by the jealoufy of 
his courtiers; yet he never for a moment 
forgat, that he was the fubject of the king 
of Caftile. Although driven into exile from 
his court, and even put of his dominions, 
he went, with his brave companions to at 
fail and conquer the Moors, and fent the 
yanquifhed to do homage to the king who 
had banifhed him. Being loon after re
called by Alphonfq, when he needed the 
aid of his arm, the Cid left his conquefts, 
and without requiring fatisfaction, returned 
to defend his perfecutors. In difgrace, he 
was ever ready to forget every injury for 
the fake of his king; to favour, to rifk his 
difpleafure for the fake of truth (2 ) . 

While the Cid could fight for them, the 
Chriflians had the advantage. But, before 
his death, which happened in the year 1099, 
the Moors of Andalufia changed their maf-
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ters, and became, for a ihort period, more 
formidable than ever. 

Since the faU of Toledo, Seville had con
tinued to rife. The fovereigns of this city 
were at the fame time poiTeifors of. the an
cient Cordova, of Eftramadura, and of a 
part of Portugal. Benabad, king of Seville, 
and one of the bell: princes of the age in 
which he lived, was the only enemy who 
could then difcurb the peace of Caftile. Al-
phonfo VI. wiffaed to form an alliance with 
this powerful Moor; he aiked his daughter 
in marriage, obtained her, and for her dow
ry feveral places of ftrength. This extraor
dinary marriage which promifed to be a bond 
of amity between the two nations, became 
afterwards a caufe or pretext of new contefts. 

Africa, after being difmembered by the 
Tatimite Caliphs from the vail empire of the 
Caliphs of the Eaft; and after belonging for 
three fucceffive centuries, to conquerors 
more favage and fanguinary than the lions 
of its défarts (3) 5 Africa was at laft fubjéc-
ted to the family of the Almorávides, ~;a 
.powerful tribe, originally from Egypt. Jo-

feph-
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with an army, went itraight a-
gainft Alphoníb, and defeated 

VOL. I. K him. 

feph-ben-Teifefin, the fecond prince of this 
dynafty, was the founder of the empire and 
the city of Morocco. Jofeph, being,not def° 
titute of abilities for war, proud of his pow
er, and impatient to augment it, looked 
with an eye of delire upon the fertile regions 
of Spain which had been conquered, once 
before, by Africans. 

Some hiftorians alledge, that Alphoníb VI. 
of Caftile, and his father-in-law, Benabad, 
king of Seville, having conceived the idea 
Of iharing ail Spain between them, were 
fooliflily guilty o f the capital blunder of call-
ing in the Moors from Africa, to aid them 
in accompliihing this great project:. Other 
authors, upon grounds more plauiibie, re
late, that.the petty Moflem princes who 
were neighbours or tributaries to Benabad, 
in their alarm at his alliance with a Chriftian 
prince, folicited the fupport o f the Almorá
vides. However thefe things may be, Jofeph 
certainly feized the opportunity to obey the 
impulfe of his ambition. , He crofled the lea 
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Kirn in a pitched battle. Then turning his 
arms-againft Benabad, Jofeph took Cordo
va, befieged Seville, and was preparing.to 
florm Its walls ; when the virtuous Benabad, 
Sacrificing his crown, and even his liberty, 
to five his fubjects, delivered up himfelf and 
Ms family,, to the number of an hundred-
children, to the difcretion of the Almoravide 
prince. The barbarian put him in. fetters, 
and dreading even the virtues which had 
endeared the good-princesto his people, lent 
him to terminate'his-days in Africa, where 
his daughters were obliged to work with 
their own hands for a maintenance to their 
father and -brothers-. The unfortunate Be-
nabad furvived fix years in confinement j 
regretting the lofs of his throne only for the 
fake of his people, enduring life iblely for 
Ms-children's fake, and compo-fing in his 
leifure,' pieces of poetry, which- have been 
preferved, in which J he confoles his daugh
ters, turns a retrofpective view upon his 
pall greatnefs, and holds out his own fate for 
alefibn to kings who truft to fortune*. 

" Jofeph^ 
* Gardonne, Eifioire £ Aftiqvt*-
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•Jofeph, thus mailer of Seville and Cor-

•-dova, proceeded, with rapidity, to fubdue 
the other Moilem flates. The Moors under 

JZ. fingle monarch fo powerful as Jofeph, 
threatened to become again what they had 
been under their -Caliphs. This the Spanifh 
princes faw; and accordingly, fufpending 
their mutual quarrels, they joined Alphonfo 
againfl the Africans. It was at this time 
that the enthufiafm of religion and of glory 
prompted the warriours of Europe to go 
againlt the infidels. Raymond of Burgundy, 
and his relation, Henry, two princes of the 
blood-royal of France, Raymond of St Giles, 
Count of Touloufe, with other knights, 
their vafials, croffed the Pyrenees, and join
ed the ftandard of the Caflilian monarch. 
Jofeph was forced to flee, and foon returned 
to Africa.' Alphonfo, in gratitude, married 
his daughters to the French princes who had 
aided him fo feafonably. The eldefl,Euraqua 
-became the wife of Raymond of Burgundy, 
•and bare him a fon who aftervyards inherited 
rthe crown of Caflile. Therefa was given to 
dHemy5 and with her for dowry, all fuch lands 

,K 2 -as 
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as he had conquered, or might conquer in 
Portugal. Hence arofe the kingdom of Portu
gal. Elvira, married to Raymond,. C ount of 
TouIoufe,accompaniedhimto the Holy Land, 
where his valour grained him dominions. 

Invited by thefe examples, other French
men came to aid the king of Aragon, Al
phonfo the Fighter, to make himfelf mafter 
of Saragoffa, and ruin finally that ancient 
J. c. in8~j kingdom of the Moors. Al-
Hag. 512 . J phonfo I. king of Portugal, and 
fori to Henry of Burgundy, a prince renown
ed for valour, with the ailiitance of a fleet 
of Englifhmen, Flemings, and Germans, 
j . c. IK--! bound for the Holy Land, laid 
Hag. 542.J f i e g e t 0 Lifbon. He carried that 
ftrongly fortified place by afiault, and made 
it the capital of his new kingdom. In the 
mean time, the kings of Caftile and Navarre 
extended their conquefts in Andalufia; The 
Moors were every where worried, and their 
towns furrendered, without any vigorous 
efforts being made by the Almoravides to 
rapport' -them. Thefe princes were then-
taken up at home in making opposition to 

new 
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new fectaries whofe chief, Tomrut, on pre
text of reforming the people to the purity 
of Malicmetifm, opened for himfelf a career 
by which he afcended the throne, and at laft, 
after various conteils, expelled the. Almora-
vides. The conquerors, having made them-
felves matters of Morocco and Fez, exter
minated the whole of the vanquished royal 
family, as was ufual in Africa, and founded 
the new dynafty of the Almohades. 

Amid thefe diffenfions, wars, and battles, 
the fine arts were ftill cultivated at Cordova. 
That city was now in its decline ; and they 
no longer graced it with that fplendour with 
which they had fhone in -the days of the 
Abderamas. But, the fchools of philofophy, 
poetry, and medicine ftill fuhfifted: and 
thofe fchools produced, in the twelfth cen
tury, fome famous men, the moft eminent 
among whom were the learned Abenzoar, 
and the celebrated Averroes. The former 
was {killed alike in medicine, pharmacy, and 
furgery, lived an hundred and thirty five 
years, and has left us fome works which are 
held in great eftimation. The latter was 

aHq 
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•alio a phyfician, but ftill more diftingüiíhed 
as a philofopher, a poet, a lawyer, a com
mentator, and gained a reputation which 
has been confirmed by time. The manner 
-in which he divided his life fueorefts natter 
for reflection. In his youth he was addicted 
to pleafure, and paffionately fond of poetry. 
In .his maturer years, he burnt his verles,-
ftudied lav/, and difcharged the functions of 
a judge. As he grew older, he refigned his 
place, and engaged in the itudy of medicine 
.which he practifed with great fuccefs. At 
lath, philofophy came in the room of all his 
other purfuits ; and he continued conltant 
to it for the reft of his life. Averroes was 
the firft who gave the Moors a reliih for 
.Greek literature. He tranfiated the works 
of Aiiftotle into Arabic, and wrote a com
mentary upon them. He compofed feveral 
other books upon fubjects of philofophy, arid 
medicine, and enjoyed the glory of at once 
enlightening and faving men (4). 

While Africa, harraffed by the long war 
between the Almoravides and the Almohades 
could make no effort to oppofe the progrefs 

' of 
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of the Spaniards; thefe latter continued to>" 
pufh on their conquefts in And'alufia. If 
their princes had been lefs divided among; 
themfeives, and could have acted in concert,, 
they might, even then, have expelled the 
Moilems out of all Spain. But, they were 
continually at variance ; and no fooner did 
they at any time, gain a few towns, than, 
they immediately began, to contend for them 
with one another. The new kingdom of 
T c. 1178 ,1 Portugal, won by the valour of 

et Leg. j Alphonfo, was foon at war with-
that of Leon. Aragón and Caftile leagued 
together againft Navarre. Sancho VIII. 
foverelgn of this petty kingdom, was obli
ged to repair to Africa, to implore the fuc-
cour of the. Almohades, who being but new
ly eftabilihed on the throne of Morocco, had 
not yet wholly reduced the the party of the 
Almorávides, and therefore, however wil
ling, were not in a condition to aifert their 
claims upon Spain. Yet, two Almohade 
kings, both Jacobs, repeatedly eroded the 
j-c i i 8 4 . i fea with ftrong armies. Of thefe 
Hag. 588. J, invaders, one was defeated by 

the 



Bo HISTORY OF THE MOORS. 

the Portuguefe, and furvived not his defeat f 
the other, after fome fucpefs againft the Ca£-
tilians, granted them a truce, and haitened 
j . c. 1195."I back to Morocco, to quell fome 
Hasg. 591.J diflurbances which had arifen iri 
his abfence. Thefe fruitlefs victories and 
temporary efforts produced no effects good 
or bad oh the condition of either Molleras 
or Chriftians. The vanquifhed, on either" 
fide, foon appeared again in the field, and 
treaties were forgotten. The kings of Mo
rocco, although nominally fovereigns of An-
dalufia, had however but a precarious autho
rity in that country which whenever they 
were at a diftance, was always contefted^ 
and only acknowledged, when necefilty for
ced the Andalufian Moors to court their 
protection. 

At length Mahomet el Nazir, the fourth 
prince -of the dynafty of the Almohades, cal-
j c led by the Spaniards, the Green, 
Hsrg. 608. J from the colour of his turban, 
feeing himfelf in peaceable poffefiion of the 
Moorifh empire in Africa, refolved to muf-
ter all his forces, to tranfport them into 

Spain, 
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Spain, and to recover the ancient conquefts 
of Tarik and Mouffa. The holy war was 
proclaimed; a multitude of warriours crowd
ed to the ftandard of Mahomet, and failed 
with him for Andalufia. Their numbers 
were almoft doubled there, by the addition of 
the Spanilh Moors whom hatred of the Chrif-
tian name and the memory of their injuries 
moved to join the Standards of their brethren. 
Mahomet allured them of victory, and pro-
mifed to make them matters of all the coun
tries which they had anciently poflefled. 
Then, being impatient to come to action, he 
advanced towards Gaflile, at the head of this 
formidable army, which, by the accounts of 
hiftorians, amounted to more than fix hun
dred thoufand men. 

Alphonfo the Noble, king of Caftile, had 
received notice of the Emperor of Morocco's 
preparations, and implored the aid of the 
Chriftian princes of Europe. Pope Innocent 
III. proclaimed a crufade, and distributed 
indulgences with great Hberahty. Rodrigo, 
archbiShop of Toledo, who had himfelf, tra
velled to Rome, to folicit the affiftance of the 

VOL. I. L , fovereign 
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Sovereign pontiff, on his way homewards, 
through France, preached the crufade to the 
people, and perfbaded many knights to join 
the .Chriftiansof Spain, and fight againft the 
Moflems. A general rnufter was held at 
Toledo, where there foon arrived more than 
fixty thoufand Crufaders from Italy, and ef-
J.c. l i r a "j pecially, from France, who join-
B e g . 609. J; ed the Caftilians. Peter II. king-
of Aragort, the "fame who afterwards fell in 
the war againft the Albigenfes, brought his 
gallant army to their aid. Sancho VIII. king of 
Navarre, led his brave Navarrefe, with equal 
readinefs to their-fupport. The Portuguefe 
who had juft loft their prince, fent their mcft 
valiant warriours. All Europe was in arms.. 
Its fate was concerned in the iffue of the con-
teft. Never, fince the days of king Rodrigo, 
had the Chriftians been in the fame, danger.. 

It was at the foot of the mountains of the. 
Sierra morena, in a place called las Navas- de 
foloza, that the three Spanifh princes enga
ged the Moors. Mahomet had made himfelf 
matter of the freights through which the 
Chriftians intended to pais. His purpofe 

was -
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"was either to force them to return back
wards, by which they would be expofed to 
fuller from want of provifions, or to deftroy 
them in the pafs, if they mould dare to meet 
him there. The kings were perplexed, 
and took ceunfel together. Alphonib was 
willing to join battle. Peter and Sancho 
were rather difpofed to retire. A fhepherd 
came, and fhewed them a denle which was 
known to him. This proved the faivation 
of the army. The fhepherd guided the kings, 
till the Spaniards made their way, through 
difficult paths, and over rocks and torrents, to 
the fummit of the hills. There, fhewing them
selves fuddenly to the aftonifiied Moors, they 
•fpent two days in preparing for battle by 
prayer, confeffion, and communion. The 
kings fet an example of religious fervour to 
their followers. The prelates, and other ec-
clefiaffics who were numerous in the camp, 
after difpenfmg abfolution to the pious war-
•riours, prepared to mingle in the thickefl of 
-the fray. 

On the third day, the 16th of July, in the 
year 1 2 1 2 , the army drew out in battle-ar-

h 2 ray. 
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ray, in three diviilons, commanded by the 
three kings. Alphonfo and his Caftilians 
were in the centre, with the knights of St 
James, and of Calatrava; orders then newly 
inftituted. Rodrigo, archbifhop of Toledo, 
who was an eye-witnefs and is the hiftorian 
of this day's events, had his place befide the 
king, with a great crofs, the principal enlign 
of the army before him. Sancho and his 
Navarrefe occupied the right wing. Peter, 
with the Arragonefe, were on the left. The 
French Crufaders who had dwindled to a 
final! number, by the defertion of many who 
were unable to bear the torrid heat of the 
climate, marched at the head of the troops, 
and were led on by Arnauld, archbifhop of 
Narbonne, and Thibaut Blazon, a lord of 
Poictou. In this order, the Chrifiians de-
fcended towards the vale by which they were 
divided from their enemies. 

The Moors, in their ufual diforderly array, 
fpread out their numbers upon all fides. An 
hundred thoufand, excellent cavalry formed 
their principal force. The reft were Infantry 

ftranger? 
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ftrangers to difcipline, and ill-armed. Ma
homet had placed himfelf on a hill from 
which he had a view of his wh-de army, 
within a palifade formed of iron chains, 
guarded by the flower of his warriours, 
Handing around. Within this inclofure he 
appeared, with the Koran in one hand, his 
fabre in the other, and was feen by his whole 
army, while his braveit fquadrons were poll
ed round the fides of the hill. 

The Caililians directed their firll efforts 
again!! that eminence. They made an im-
preffion on the Moors at firft.; but, being in 
their turn repulfed, retreated in diforder, 
and were turning their backs. Alphonfo, 
running here and there to rally them, faid 
to the archbiShop, who constantly accompa
nied him, with the great crofs ; Here, arch-
bijhop, let us die.—No, Sire, replied the pre
late ; Here let us live and conquer. At that 
Inllant, the brave canon who bore the crofs, 
threw himfelf amid the thickeft of the Mof-
lems; the archbifliop and the king followed: 
the Caftilians rallied on, to fave their prince 
and their ftandard. The kings of Aragori 

and 
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Navarre, by this time victorious in the wings, 
came now up to join in the attack upon the 
hill. The Moors were now preiied upon all 
fides ; they flood firm ; the Chriftians urged 
-on. The Aragoneie, the Navarreie, and the 
Caftilian, contended for the prize of valour. 
The brave king of Navarre, burfting forward, 
reached the inclofure, raifed his arm, and 
broke down the iron palifade which protec-
ed the Moorifh king (5). Mahomet fled 
before the Chriftians; the Moflems fell, in 
thoufands, by their fwords: and the arch-
bifhop of Toledo, with the other prelates. 
Handing round the victorious kings, fang 
Te Deum, on the field of battle*. 

Thus was won the famous battle of Toloza 
the particulars of which I have related at fome 
length, as well on account of its important 
•confequences, as to give an idea of the tac
tics of the Moors, who knew no more arti= 
ficial mode of fighting, than to mingle with 
the enemy, and to fight, each by himfeif, 

til! 
'* Roderici Tok'tani, De Reins Hifpamcis, Lib. Mill. 

-Cap. v and ic : Mariana, Hiß. d'l\,i>. Lib. Xi. Cap. 24 ; 
.GaribaL del Compend. Lib X'l . Cap. 33: Cardonne, Riß. 
fJ/Hgue, Liv.1V s Ferreras, Hiß. d Ejp. Bart VI. p.. 33. & c 
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trill the-ttrongeft, or the braveft remained 
mailers of the ground. The Spaniards were 
little more fkilled in the art of war; but 
their infantry at leail were capable of attack
ing and making rehilan ce in a body; where
as that of the Moflems could only act irre
gularly. But, their cavalry, being men of 
the firii families, mounted upon fine horfes 
which they had been taught to manage, 
from their infancy, pufhed forward with the 
impetuofity of lightning, ftruck down with 
the lance or fabre, all who oppofed them, fled 
with/the fame velocity, and then returning 
iuddenly, often carried the victory. The 
Chriftians, being clad In fteel, had, in this, 
the advantage over thofe horfemen, who have 
only the head and the breaft protected by de-
fenfive armour. The partizans were almoft 
naked, and carried no arms, but an indiffe
rent pike. Hence it may be conceived, that 
in the fray of battle, and efpeeially in a 
rout many of them muft have perlfhed j 
fo that the numbers of the killed, ftated 
by hiftorlans, are lefs improbable than they 
may, at firii appear. It is afferted, for 

mftance. 
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inftance, that, at Toloza, the Chriftians kil
led two hundred thouiand Moors, with the 
lofs of only an hundred and fifteen of their 
own men. But, although we fhould not 
credit thefe aiTertions in all their extrava
gance ; it is at leaft certain, that the Modems 
fullered an immenfe lofs, and that this im
portant day, the anniversary of which is ftill 
celebrated at Toledo, with a folemn feftival, 
left the Moorifh emperors long hopelefs of 
fubduing Spain. 

The confequences of the defeat at Toloza 
proved more unfortunate to the haplefs Ma
homet than to the Moors of Andalufia. 
They retiring into their towns, and ftill 
ilrengthened by the remains of the African" 
army, continued to refill the Spahifh. kings 
who took but a few of their towns, and foon 
feparated. Mahomet, defpifed, after this 
defeat, by his own fubjecfcs, and betrayed 
by his near eft relations, loft ail his power in 
Spain, and faw the leaders among the Moors, 
again form petty ilates which they declared in
dependent . The unfortunate king of Moroc

co, 



HISTORY OF THE MOORS. 89 

j ;C. 1 1 1 3 " ?
 c o w a s ^ u s forced to return to 

H £ g . 6 1 0 J A f r i c a j a n d t h e r e f o o n d i e d o f 

vexation. With him fell the fortune of 
the Almohades. The princes of that family, 
who followed Mahomet in a rapid fucceflion, 
lived in a feries of troubles, and were all 
fpeedily dethroned. The empire of Moroc
co was divided; three new dynafties arofe 
at Fez, at Tunis, and at Tremecen: and 
thefe three rival powers crowded battles, 
crimes, and cruelties upon one another, fo 
that in this period the hiftory of Africa ex
hibits nothing elfe. 

In the mean time, fome diffenfions which 
arofe in Caftile, and the part which Aragon 
took in the wars of the Albigenfes in France, 
afforded the Moors time to recover fome-
what-of their priftine vigour. They were 
ftill matters of Valentia, Murcia, Grenada, 
Andalufia, of a part of the Algarvas, and of 
the Balearic iflands which were as yet but lit
tle known to the Chriftians on the continent. 
Thefe dominions were fhared among feveral 
fovereigns. The chief of them was. Ben. 
houd, an able prince, and a great .captain, 
. VOL, I. M defended 
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defcended from the royal family of Saragoffej 
and a man who had, by his abilities and va
lour, fubdued almolt all the fouth-eaft of 
Spain. The molt considerable, after him. 
Were the kings of Seville and Valentia. The 
oarbarian who reigned in Majorca, was mere
ly the chief of a band of pirates who infefted 
none but the Cataioniansi 

Such was the Situation of the Moorifh 
part of Spain, when two young heroes who 
had nearly at the fame time afcended the two 
firft thrones among the Chriftians, after paeii 
J.c. 1224."! fy*n§ t r o u D l e s which had ari-
Hasg. o i l . J f e n during their minority, turned 
all their force againft the Moflems: and con-
ftantly emulous of each other's glory-, al
though never interefted rivals, they confed
erated their lives to the purpofeof fighting, 
conquering, and expelling thofe lafting ene
mies of their name and religion. One of 
thofe princes was James I. of Aragon, fon 
to Peter who was Slain at Muret. With the 
courage, the graceful form, and the active 
fpirit of his father, he poffeffed a greater 
ihare of abilities, and enjoyed a happier for-
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tune. The other was Ferdinand III. king 
of Caftile and Leon, a brave and wife prince 
whom the church ranks among its faints, and 
whom hiftory counts among its great men. 

Ferdinand firft invaded Andaluila. This 
king, nephew to Blanche of Caftile, queen 
of France, coufin-german to St Louis (6), 
and much like the French hero in piety, in 
valour, and in giving good laws to his peo
ple, entered the.territories of the Meflems, 
received the homage of feveral of their prin
ces, who readily; acknowledged themfelves 
his vaflals, and made himfelf mafter of 
many places, among which was Alhambra, 
whole inhabitants retired in terrour, into 
Grenada, and fettled in a quarter of the 
city which was named after their original 
country ; a name lince famous. 

On the other fide, James of Aragcn em
barked with.an army,-toattempt the conqueft 
of the Balearic iiles. Although oppofed by 
contrary winds he however landed in Majorca. 
He defeated the Moors on the fhore, marched 
-onward, and laid ilege to their capital. The 
gallant king, who in danger, uied always to 

M 2 precede 
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precede his braveit captains and boldeft fol? 

diers. was on this occafion, the firft to fcale 
the walls, made himfelf mafter of this ftrong 
J. c 1229."1 town, and drove out the Moflem 
Hasg. 627.J king; thus adding another con-
quell: to Aragon. 

James long meditated a more important 
conqueft. Valentia, after the death of the 
Cid, had fallen again into the hands of 
the Moors. That kingdom diftinguiftied 
by beauty and fertility which feem to be-
fpeak, that nature delights to cover with 
fruits and flowers a land which men have 
watered with blood, belonged, at this time 
to Zeith, brother to that Mahomet whom the 
Christians had worfted at Toloza. A pow
erful faction, hoftile to Zeith, wifhed to raife 
a prince named Zean to the throne. The 
two competitors made war upon each other. 
James took part with the weakeft. On pre
tence of marching to the amftance of Zeith, 
the king of Aragon penetrated into the king
dom of Valentia, routed Zean feveral times, 
took his places of ftrength; and availing 
himfelf of his advantages with that active 

intrepidity 
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Intrepidity which made James always fo for-
J . C . 1 2 3 4 . 1 midable, he befet his enemy's 
Hasg. 637. J capital upon all fides. 

Zean, thus preffed by the Aragonefe, im
plored the aid of Benhoud, the moil power
ful of the princes of Andalufia. But, Ben
houd had enough to do in making refiftance 
to Ferdinand. The Caftilians, under the 
conduct of that valiant prince, had made 
new progrefs, had made themfelves mailers 
of many cities, and had at lall, laid fiege to 
the ancient Cordova. Benhoud, often de
feated, yet ilill formidable, and full adored 
by a people who regarded him as their tail 
refource,—-Benhoud had again mullered up 
an army; and, impatient to relieve Cordova 
and Valentia, was marching againil the A-
ragonefe, oyer whom he imagined that he 
might eafieft triumph, when one of his lieu
tenants cut him off by treafon, and freed the 
Spanifh princes of the only man who was 
capable of oppofing their career. 

The death of Benhoud unmanned the 
courage, and biafted the hopes of the inha
bitants of Cordova, who had hitherto de

fended 
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fended themfelves with equal conftancy and 
valour. They propofed to capitulate. The 
Chriftians made a ftern ufe of the rights of 
•victory, and left the unfortunate Modems 
nothing but their lives, and liberty to retire. 
Avail number of families, defpoiledof their 
property, went weeping from that proud 
city which had been, for five hundred and 
twenty two years, the principal feat of their 
grandeur, their magnificence, their religion., 
and of the fine arts which they cultivated. 
Thofe poor exiles, as they fled, turned their 
eyes, in defpair., upon thofe palaces, temples, 
and fumptuous gardens which had been em-
behifhed by the expence and labours of five 
centuries. The foldiers to whom they left 
them, ignorant of their value, chofe rather 
to dpmolifbthan to inhabit them: and Ferdi
nand finding .himfelf poffeffor of a defer ted 
city, was obliged to allure thither by privileges 
theSpaniards, who yet murmured at leaving 
the barren rocks of Leon for the faireit coun
try in nature, and for the palaces of the Ca
liphs. The great mofque of Abderama be
came a cathedral. Cordova became the feat 

of 
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of a bifhop and canons ; but Cordova never 
after this, recovered the flightefl veftige of 
its ancient grandeur. ' 

It was not long till Valentia fell under the 
fame yoke. Zean, being befieged by the" in
trepid James, had, at the fame rime, to com- -
bat, within the walls, with the faction of 
Zeith whom he had dethroned. The king 
of Tunis made an unfuccefsful attempt to 
relieve Valentia with a fleet; but at fight of 
James' veffels, the Moors fled. Thus aban
doned by all, difcouraged by the fate of 
Cordova, betrayed by his competitor's party,, 
Zean offered to become the vaffal of the A-
ragonefe monarch, and to pay him tribute. 
James infifted inflexibly that Valentia fhould 
be fu-rrendered. Fifty thoufand Mofiems, 
with their king, departed from it. They 
were permitted to carry with them their 
wealth. The Chrifiian, faithful to his en
gagements, protected them from the avarice 
of his foldiers, who regretted th.% lots of fo 
rich a booty. 

After the fall of the two powerful king
doms of AndaJufia and Valentia, there ap

peared 
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FOURTH PERIOD. 

The KINGS of GRENADA.-

From the middle of the thirteenth century, 
to the total expulfion of the Moors, in the 
feventeenth. 

THE victories of the Spaniards, and efpeci-
ally the capture of Cordova had ftruck the 
Moors with confternation. This people, the 
native ardour of whofe minds was deeply 
coloured with fuperftition, as they were eafily 
intoxicated with hope, were equally liable to 

be 

peared little more to Crop the progrefs of the 
Spanifh conquefts. Seville, the only city 
that now remained to the Moors, was alrea
dy threatened by the victorious Ferdinand. 
But, at this very period, a new ftate arofe, 
which retarded the ruin of the Moors, and 
for two centuries maintained great celebrity* 

END OF THE THIRD PERIOD.' 
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be terrified to defpondency, and when they 
faw the cfofs raifed in triumph upon the 
High Mofque, they regarded their empire as 
fallen. Yet Seville, Grenada, Murcia, and 
the kingdom of the Algarvas ftill remained 
to the Moflems. They poffeffed all the fea-
ports, and the whole fea-coaft, in the fouth 
of Spain. The aftonifhing population of 
their territories, their opulence, their induf-
try ftill afforded them immenfe refources. 
But, Cordova, the holy city, the weftern 
rival of Meccaj—Cordova was in the hands 
of the Chriftians ; and the Moors thought 
themfelves undone. 

Yet there remained a man to renew their 
hopes: Mahomet Aboufaid of the tribe 
of Alhamar, and a native of Couffa, a fa
mous city on the coaft of the Red Sea. Se
veral, hiftorians who give him the name of 
Mahomet Alhamar, relate, that he was at 
firft in the humble condition of a Shepherd: 
after which he engaged in the military pro-
feffion, and by his exploits, raifed himfelf 
to the throne. This were nothing extraor
dinary among the Arabians, with whom none 

VOL. I. N but 
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but the pofterity of the prophet, or of fome 
royal family have any privileges of birth, 
or enjoy any degree of eftimation which is 
not founded on their perfonal merit; 

However this may be, Mahomet Alhamar 
being naturally endowed with extraordinary 
courage, re-animated the vanquished Moors, 
and aifembled fome troops in the town of 
Arjone. Knowing the character of the na
tion with whom he had to deal, he won to * 
his interests aSanton,—a fecular. ecclefiaftic 
in high veneration among the Moors,—who 
foretold to him, in public, that he would" 
fhortly be king. The people forthwith pro
claimed him their fovereign; and feveral 
cities followed the example; Mahomet thus 
fucceeded Benhoud, whofe abilities, he pof-
feffed: and knowing well of what confe-
quence it would be to the Arabians to have 
a city to which they might transfer their 
veneration for Cordova; he founded a new-
kingdom, and chofe Grenada for his capital-,., 
j c 1236."! ^ o r t n e C£ntre of the ftrength of 
H « g . 634. J his fubjects, and theiaft afylum 
of. their .religion. 

This 
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This city which has always been a powerful 
-one, is fuppofed the ancient Illiberis of the 
Romans. It is ieated on two hills, near the 
Sierra nevada, a chain of mountains, com
monly covered with mow. The Darro runs 
through-it: the Xenil wafhes its walls. On 
the fummits of the two hills Hand the two 
•fortreffes, the Albayzin, and the Alhambra. 
Thefe were large enough to hold, each forty 
thoufand men. The exiles from the city of 
.Alhambra, as has been mentioned above, had 
given the name of their native place to the 
quarter of the town of Grenada in which 
they were eftablifhed. The Moors who were 
-driven Out of Baica when it was taken by 
Ferdinand III. had in like manner, come to 
occupy the quarter of the Albayzin. To 
Grenada had alfo reforted various exiles 
from Valentia, Cordova, and other places 
out of which the Modems were expelled. 
Having been gradually enlarged by fuch 
means, it was at this time a city more than 
three leagues in circumference: and its im
pregnable ramparts were defended by thirty 
: thoufand towers, and by a brave and nume-

N 2 rous 
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rous people, fo that its independence feem= 
ed to be feeure *. 

Other advantages at the fame time con
curred to give Grenada the fuperiority to 
which it afpired. Its iituation was amidit 
the faireft, and richeft fcenery in the world, 
in a country where nature pours forth her 
gifts in lavifh abundance. Its famous Vega, 
the plain around it, is an area of thirty 
leagues in circumference, and nearly eight 
in breadth. Towards the north it is termi
nated by the mountains of Elvira and Sierra 
nevada * Qn the other fides, it is bounded 
by an amphitheatre of hills planted with 
olive trees, mulberry trees, vines, and citron 
trees. Five fmall rivers water this plain f, 
befide many rivulets which run with a 
meandering courfe through meads that are 
always green, forelts of oaks, groves of 
orange-trees, fields of lint and corn, and 
orchards of fugar-canes. The ground re

quires 

* Garibai, Compeni. Hi/!. Lib. XXXIX. Cap 3 : Du-

perron, Voyage ¿TEfpagne. Tome I. P. 157, &c : Swin

burne, Letter X X : Colmenar, Belices d'Efpagne, Tome V, 

-P, 31 , &c. 

f The Darro, the Xeaii, the pilar, the Vagro, the MonachiL 
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quires little cultivation, to make it bear all 
thefe productions, fo rich, fo Fair, fo various ; 
it is ever in a ftate of vegetation, without 
refting in winter: in the torrid heats of Sum
mer, the winds blowing from the mountains 
reffefh the air, and cheriih the flowers which 
continue to blow through the year, among 
the fruits. 

In this famous fcene, which no fplendour 
of defcription can embellifh above nature, 
in thefe inchanted fields, where She feems 
to lavifh all her ftores in order to gratify the 
fondeft wifhes of the human heart,—there 
has more human blood been fhed, than in 
any other part of the earth. There, during 
two centuries of inceffant war, in which 
nation was matched againft nation, city 
againft city, man againft man ;—no fpot can 
be feen, upon which the harvefts were not 
burnt, the trees cut down, the villages burnt 
to afhes, and Moorifh and Christian corpfes 
ftrewed all around. 

Befide this vega, an inexhaufdble treafury 
to Grenada, fourteen great cities, with more 

. than 
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than a hundred fmall towns *, and a prodi
gious number of villages belonged to this 
fair kingdom. It extended from Gibraltar 
which was not, till long after taken by the 
Chriftians, as far as to the town of Lorca, 
a fpace of eighty leagues. Its breadth was 
thirty leagues from Cambil to the fea. The 
mountains interfecting it, afforded gold, fil-
ver, garnets, amethyfts, with various forts 
of marble. Of thefe mountains, the Alpux-
aras alone formed a province, and furnifhed 
the Sovereigns -of Grenada with treafures 
more precious than the produce of the rich-
•eft mines, active, induftrious, fkilful huf-
bandmen, and brave, hardy foldiers. The 
ports of Almeria, Malaga, and the Algeziras 
received the fhips of Europe and Africa, and 
•became the marts of the commerce of the 
two feas. 

Such, at its commencement, was the king
dom of Grenada ; and fucii cid it long con
tinue. Mahomet Alhamar, its founder, 
made fome unfuccefsful efforts to unite un
der the fame dominion all the Mofiems who 

remained 
* Thefe are named by Garibai, L , XXXIX, Chap. » , 
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remained in Spain. This was the only means 
for oppofing a fuccefsful refiftance to the 
Christians. But, the narrow territory of 
Murcia, and the Algarvas which were go
verned by princes of their own, and the 
great city of Seville refuted to fubmit to AI-
hamar, and determined to remain indepen
dent Hates. This was thecaufe of their ruin, 
and they fell a prey to the Spaniards. 

Alharnar diftinguifhed the firft years of 
his reign by victories. He gained Tome ad
vantages-over the troops of Ferdinand. But 
rebellion in Grenada, and difhirbances which 
arofe in all quarters- of the new-formed em
pire obliged Mahomet to fign a difhonoura-
bie treaty of peace with the king of Caftile. 
He did him homage for his crown, put into 
his hands the fortified place of Jaen, engaged 
to pay him tribute, and to affift him with 
auxiliary troops in any wars which he might 
undertake. On thefe conditions, Ferdinand 
acknowledged him king of Grenada, and e-
ven aided him to fubdue his rebel fubjects. 

The active and politic Ferdinand had no 
feonermade peace with G renada than he turn

ed. 



1 0 4 HISTORY OF THE MOORS. 
ed his arms againft Seville which he had long 
been defirous to conquer. This important 
city was not now under the government of 
kings, but formed a fort of republic which 
was ruled by military magistrates.. Its Situa
tion near the mouth of the Guadalquivir, its 
trade, its popolution, its delightful climate* 
its fertile fields rendered it all together, one 
of the moft flourishing cities in Spain. Fer
dinand forefeeing a long refiftance on the 
part of the Sevillians^ began with making 
himfelf mailer of all the adjacent places. He 
He then laid Siege to Seville ; ftationing a 
fleet at the mouth of the river to block up 
the accefs by which aid might come to the 
befieged, from Africa. 

The Siege was long, and attended with 
much bloodfhed. The Sevillians were ma
ny and brave. The king of the Algarvas, 
their ally inceffantly harraffed the befiegers. 
Although the Spaniards exerted wonderful 
valour in their affaults, and although pro-
vifions began to fail the townfmen ; yet af
ter a year's fiege, the brave.Moors ftill refu-
fed to furrer.der, till Ferdinand, in terms of 

the 
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the treaty between them, fummoned the 
king of Grenada to join his ftandard. Al-
hamar could not avoid obedience ; and ac
cordingly he foon arrived with a gallant 
army. Seville now hopelefs, Surrendered to 
T c. 1248 ~] the king of Caftile ; and the 
ifeg. 646. J monarch of Grenada returned 
into his own dominions with the humiliating 
glory of having contributed by his exploits 
to the tuin òf his brethren of the fame faith. 

Ferdinand, with more piety than policy, 
drove the Moors from Seville. An hundred 
thoufand of thofe unfortunate exiles fought 
refuge in Africa, or in the territories of 
Grenada. That kingdom then became the 
fole and laft afylum of the Modems of Spain. 
The narrow territory of Algarva foon after 
received the yoke of the Portuguefe ; and, 
Murcia which fhould not have feparated itfelf 
from Grenada, fell a prey to the Caflilians. 

As long as Ferdinand lived, there arofe 
nothing to interrupt the good underftand-
ing, which fubfified between him and Ma
homet Alhamar. The latter, in this period 
of peace, eftabfifhed himfelf more firmly 

VOL. I. O upon 
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Bpon his throne, and fortified himfelf ai 
gainft the Chriftians. , Forefeeing that they-
would not long continue his friends, he 
put-himfelf in a condition to* make an obfti-
nate defence. His territories were exten-
five, and his revenues cortfiderablehis in-
come ft would "indeed be difficult to eftimate: 
as we are-little acquainted with the Arabian 
money, and as the fources were various, out 
of which it was drawn. All the lands, for 
inftance, paid to the fovereign a feventh part 
Of their productions ; the cattle were fubjecl 
to the fame impoft. The royal domain con
fined of a number of rich and cultivated 
farms ; and ass' agriculture was carried to the 
higheft pitch of perfection, and the-natural 
fertility of the country, was fo great:, there-
venue arifing from thefe fources muff have 
been prodigious. This opulence was aug
mented by feveral dues payable to the fove
reign upon fales-, markets, and the paffage 
of cattle of all forts, from-one place to ano-
therl There was a lav/ conftituting the mo
narch, heir' to every Moflem who died with
out children, and affigni-ng him a certain 

portion. 
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portion: in all other inheritances. He at the 
•fame time poffefied, as has been already men
tioned, mines of gold, filver, and precious 
Hones: and although the Moors were not 
exceedingly -fkilful in the art of working 
-mines ; :yet, were gold and filver more plen
teous in Grenada than in any other country 
•in Europe. Its trade in the beautiful filks 
which it afforded, and in various other o f 
-its.productions, the vicinity of the two teas, 
the active Induftry of its inhabitants, its af-
tonifhing population, the improved ftate o£ 
-its agriculture, the fobriety natural to the 
inhabitants of Spain, as of other warm coun
tries, and which enables the.pofi^ffor of the 
aground to labour much while he confumes 
little;—the union of all thefe advantages 
rnuft have conferred great power upon the 
,Moors, while they fupplied them with fuch 
aftonifhing refources *. 

Their forces, (I mean not in time of peace, 
for peace was what they very feldom enjoy-
,-ed,) amounted • nearly to an hundred thou-

O 2 • . - fand 
. * Garibai, Compend. Bijl. Lib. XXXIX. C. 4 : Abi Ab= 

.flallah ben Alkahilbi Abfaneni, &c. Manufcrit d'Bfcurie.L Sec, 
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fand men. This army, when circumfiances 
required, they could eafily double. The 
city of Grenada alone furnifhed fifty thou-
farid warriours. Befides, againft the Spa
niards, every Moor was a foldier. The dif
ference of religion rendered the wars be
tween the two nations facred ; and between 
nations that were almofi equally fuperfti-
tious, the odium of religion, added to the 
rivaifiiip of neighbourhood, conftantly arm
ed on both fides even the old men, and the 
children. 

Befide thofe numbers of brave, but undis
ciplined troops, which haftened from their 
fields to the war, and at the end of the cam
paign, returned to the labours of hufbandry, 
and coft the ftateno eXpence;'j the monarch 
maintained a confiderable body of cavalry, 
who were diftributed round the frontiers, 
efpecially upon the fide of Murcia and Jaen, 
a country particularly expofed to the inroads 
of the Spaniards. Each foldier of that corps, 
had a finall houfe, and a little field, which 
the king gave him for life, and which was 
fufficieht for the maintenance of himfelf, of 
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his family, and of his horfe. This mode of 
paying the foldiers hindered them from be
ing burthenfome to the public treafury; it 
attached them to their country, and gave 
them an intereft in the defence of their pa
trimony : which was always liable to be firit 
ravaged, when they did not flop the career 
of the enemy. At a time when the art of 
war required not, as at prefent, the con«> 
ilant exerciie of great bodies of foldiers 
acting together, this cavalry muft have been 
a valuable force. Mounted upon Anda-
luíian and African horfes, the excellencies 
of which are well known; having been ac* 
cuftomed from infancy to the management 
of thofe fwift-footed iteeds, to take care o£ 
them, to fondle them, and to regard them 
as the companions of their lives; by thefe 
advantages did they gain that fuperiority 
which we {till acknowledge the Mocriih ca-* 
Valry to poflefs. 

Thefe gallant fquadrons, who in velocity 
were unequalled, who could, in an inftant, 
charge in a body, difperfe into troops, rally, 
Ilee, and return into the line of battle, whofe 

voice. 
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voice, geftures, .almoft their very thoughts, 
were underftood by their fagacious courfers, 
and who could, at full gallop, pick up a lance 
or fabre, if it happened to fall,;—Thefe.con
stituted the principal military ftrength of the 
Moors. Their infantry were not valuable 
troops ; and their towns being unfkilfully 
fortified, with only walls and trenches, and 
defended by this infantry which were fo lit
tle in eftimation, could make no confiderable 
refiftance to the affaults of the Spaniards 
whofe infantry were .now.beginning to be 
what they afterwards proved themfelves in 
Italy under the great Gonfaivo. 

After the death of St Ferdinand, Alphon-
fo, the Sage(i), his fon, afcended the throne. 
Alharnar's firft care was to repair in perfon 
to Toledo, with a brilliant train of atten
dants, and renew with Aiphonfo that treaty 
of alliance, or rather of dependence by which 
he had been united wdth Ferdinand. The 
new king remitted to the Moor a part of the 
accuftomed tribute. But, this peace was of 
fhort duration. The two nations went again 
to war, with .almoft equal advantages. I 

fiiall 
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lhall relate one incident which does equal 
honour to the humanity of the Moors and 
the courage of the Spaniards. It was an ac
tion of Garcias Gomez, governor. of the 
town of Xeres. Being befieged by the Gre
nadines, and his garrifon almoft all deftroy-
ed, he however refufed to furrender; and 
ftanding on the ramparts, befmeared with 
blood, and pierced all over with arrows, fuf-
tained alone, the mocks of the affailantŝ  
The Moors unanimoufly agreed not to flay 
the hero. They ufed means to take him a-
live, in fpite of himfeif, treated him with 
refpect, healed his wounds, and fent him a-
way with prefents. 

Alhamar could not hinder Alphonfo from 
making himfeif mafter- of the kingdom of 
J. c. 1266."] Murcia; and to obtain peace, was 
Hssg. 665. J f o r c e c ] to fubmit again to the 
payment of the tribute. The diffenfions 
which arofe, foon after, between the Cadi-
lian monarch and feme of the grandees of 
his kingdom, gave the Grenadine hopes of 
repairing his lodes. Alphonfo's brother, 
and feveral lords of the firft families in Caf-

tile. 
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tile*, being diSfatisfied with theirfovereignj 
retired to Grenada, and did Alhamar good 
fervice againft two rebels, from his authori
ty, who had been protected by the Spaniards; 
j . c . 1273."] But, about this time Alhamar 
H a g . 67a.J died, and left to his fon Maho
met II. el Fakih, the throne which he had 
acquired and prefer ved by his talents. 

The new king, who took the title of Emir 
al mumenim, followed the example of his 
father. He took advantage of the diifen-
fions which prevailed at the court of Caillie, 
and of the fruitlefs voyages which Alphonfo,-
the Sage, took, to procure his election to 
the imperial throne ( 2 ) . In his abfence, Ma
homet made a league with Jacob, king of 
Morocco, and of the race of the Merinis, 
who had vanquished, and fucceeded the Al
mohades. He gave up to him the two ftrong 
places of Tariffe and Algeziras, in order to 
prevail with him, to come over into Spain, 
j . c. 1275.1 J a c O D accordingly came with an 
Hasg. Ó74-J army. The two Moors, acting 
in concert, gained fome advantages. But, 

the 
* The Lara's. Haro's ? and Mendoza's. 
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VOL. I, 

foon after died; disheriting the 
unnatural. Sancho, who, never-

P thelefs, 

the revolt of Sancho, Infant of Caftile, a-
gainft his father, Alphonfo, foon divided the 
Moflem monarchs. Mahomet of Grenada 
took the part of the rebellious fon. Alphon
fo, abandoned by his fubjects, implored aid 
from the king of Morocco. Jacob again 
croffed the fea, with his troops. He met 
Alphonfo at Zahra. At this famous inter
view, the Caftilian would have yielded the 
place of honour to him who had come to 
his defence. It is yours, faid Jacob, while 
you are unfortunate. I come to avenge the 
caufe of fathers. I come to affiit you in 
punifhing an ungrateful wretch who, al
though indebted to you for life, would de
prive you of your crown. When I Shall 
have difcharged this duty;. when I fee you 
great and happy; I will then difpute every 
thing with you, and become again your 
enemy. 

Alphonfo had not the magnanimity to 
confide in a prince who fpoke this noble 
language. He efcaped from his camp; and 
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ihelefs, reigned after him (3). New trou^ 
bles again agitated Caftile; and Mahomet-
taking : the opportunity, entered Andalufia. 
He gained fame battles, made himfelf mat
ter of feveral places, and terminated a long 
J c. 1304.1 a n c ^ glorious reign" in a career of' 
Hasg. 703-J vidory. His fon, Mahomet If L 
fucceeded him. 

This Mahomet, Emir al tnumenim, whole' 
principal, political actions I have related, 
was a generous patron of the Fine Arts. He 
allured them to his court; and poets, philo-
fophers, and aftronomers, made it famous. 
The Moors were full fo much fuperior to the 
Spaniardsin fcience, that Alphonfo, the fage, 
king of Caftile, whofe aftronomical tables, 
denominated the Alfhonfine Tables, are in 
our hands, invited learned Arabians to his 
court, to affift him in conftructing them.. 
Grenada began to become another Cordova. 
Architecture efpecially made great progrefs 
in it. It was in the reign of Mahomet II; 
that the famous palace of the Alhambra was 
begun ; of which a great part is fiill Hand
ing, is beheld, with aftonifhment by travel-

' lers -



•HISTORY OT T H E MOORS.W**jp t 

rjers whom its name alone attracts to Via£ 
•Grenada, and is a proof that the Moors had 
carried to high perfection, an art with which 
the Chriftians of Europe were then little 
acquainted, and which unites convenience 
with magnificence. The reader will perhaps 
pardon me for. attempting a more particular 
account of this lingular monument: It will 
throw light upon, the manners and peculiar 
cuftoms of the Moors. 

The Aihambra was, as I have already 
mentioned, :a vaft fortrefs, built upon one 
of the two hills which are comprehended 
within the walls of Grenada. That hill 
which is infulated by the waters of the Xenil 
and the Darro, was likewile defended by a 
double range of walls. On its fummit, 
•which overlooks the whole city, and affords 
one of the fineft profpects in the world, and. 
in the middle of a platform {haded with trees, 
and refrefhed with fountains, did Mahomet 
chafe to rear his palace. 

Nothing that we know in architecture, 
•can give us correct ideas of the architecture 
•.©•£ rthe Moors, Their buildings were, exter-

P 2 nally 
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nally, without order, proportion, or grace ; 
it was on the interior parts that all their 
cares were lavifhed. There, indeed, they 
exhaufted ail the refources of tafle, and mag
nificence, and flrove to reconcile, in their 
apartments, all the accommodations of lux
ury, with the charms of rural nature. The 
walls of their falloons were inlaid with mar
ble and the floors paved with a fort of por
celain ; their beds were covered with rich 
gold and filver fluffs ; the air was cooled 
by water gufhing upwards from • handfome 
pipes : the richeft perfumes exhaling from 
precious vafes, and aided by the native fra
grance of myrtles, orange trees, and various, 
flowers, fhed around odours, the deliciouf-
nefs of which overpowered the fenfe. 

The flately palace pf the Alhambra, ftill 
to be feen at Grenada, has no regular front. 
You approach it by a charming walk: which 
is frequently broken by rivulets running 
with a ferpentine courfe, among clumps of 
wood. The entrance into it is by a fquare 
tower which was formerly called the gate of 
judgment. A facred infcription indicates, 

that 
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that the king ufed here to diftribute juftice, 
after the ancient practice of the Hebrews, 
and the other nations of the Eaft. Several 
of the buildings which flood next in order 
after this, were demolifhed, and their mate
rials employed in the conflru&ion of a mag
nificent palace for Charles V. which it does 
not fall in with my prefent defign to defcribe. 
As we enter on the north fide, into the an
cient palace of the Moorlfh kings, it is as if 
one were fuddenly transported into the fa
bled country of the fairies. The firft court 
is along fquare, furrounded with an arched 
gallery, the walls and floors of which are 
covered with mofaics, fefloons, and arabefque 
figures, painted, gilt, and carved in ftucco, 
and of admirable workmanfhip. Thefe or
naments are covered over with paffages from 
the Koran, or infcriptions like the following 
which may ferve as a fpecimeri of the figu
rative flyle Gf the Moors. 

" O Nazar, thou waft born on the throne, 
and like the flar which leads in the day, 
fhinefl only with thy native luflre. Thine 
arm is our bulwark; thy juitice, our fun. By 

thy 
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-thy valour, thou fubdueft thofe who would 
.give God partners in his dominion. Thy 
bount makes all the children of thy people 
happy. The ftars mi heaven fhed their luftre 
refpectfully upon thee: the fan fondly illu
minates thy paths. The cedar, monarch of 
•the woods, bows his proud head before thee t 
and is exalted by thine hand." 

In the middle of this court, which is pa
ved with white marble, is a long bafon of 

-run. ing water, and of fuch depth, that a 
perfon may fwim in it. On each fide are 
••borders of flowers, and alleys of orange trees. 
This place was called Mefuar, and ferved as 
;a common bath to the fervants of the palace. 

We .next enter the celebrated court of the 
lions. It is an hundred feet long, and fifty 
in breadth. The gallery which runs round 
it, is fuftairied by columns of white mar-
-ble. The columns, which are arranged by 
two's, and fometimes by three's, are flender, 
,.and in a fantaftic tafte. Their grace and 
Jightnefs however, pleafe the aftonifhed eye. 
The walls, and efpecially the roof of the gal
lery, .are .covered with gold, a&ure, and ftue-

co s 
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co~, wrought in arabefque, with a degree off 
care and delicacy which our moft fkilful mo
dern workmen would find it no eafy matter 
to imitate. Amidft artificial flowers, and.a> 
great variety of other decorations appear 
thofe favourite pafiages of the Koran which' 
a good Moflem ought frequently to repeat* 
God is great. God only is the conqueror. 
There is no God, but God. The gaiety of hea
ven, thefweetefl feelings of the heart, the de
lights of the foul to thofe who believe. At each 
end of this long fquare is a charming cupo
la, fifteen or fixteen feet in diameter, pro
jecting towards the middle of the court, and 
like the reft, fupported upon marble pillars y 
under the cupola's are jets d'eaiu- In the 
centre of the edifice, in the midft of a vaft -
bafon, is a capacious alabafter cup, fix feet 
in diameter, borne up by twelve lions of 
white marble. This cup which is fuppofed 
to have been made after the model of the 
fea of brafs in Solomon's temple, has above 
it, another fmailer cup, out of which a ftream 
of water ufed to pour, which falling from 
the one cup into the other, and from the 

cups 
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cups into the great bafon, formed a conti
nued cafcade which was additionally aug
mented by water guflling from the muzzles 
©f the lions. 

This fountain is* like all the reft, decora
ted with infcriptions ; for the Arabians are 
fond of intermingling poetry with fculpture. 

Their ideas feem to us far-fetched ; and 
their expreffions unnaturally fwelling. But, 
we are fuch fir angers to their manners, and 
to the genius of their language, that perhaps 
we have not a right to judge of them with 
feverity. Befides, the verfes which were 
made in France and Spain, in the thirteenth 
and fourteenth centuries, were not much 
better than the following, infers bed on the 
fountain of the Lions. 

Say thou whofe wondering eye thefe forms furveys, 
Can ati'ght but vital rire thefe forms improve r 
Heaven fave the prinee who called ingenious art 

. T o hew the marble with a hand divine '. -
Each nobler virtue warms his generous breaft, 
Each milder grace adorns his poliihed foul 5 
Fierce as thefe lions in the fields of. fight, -
And liberal as that Sowing ftreara benign. 
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I fhall not enter at fuch length, into the 
deferip'tion of the other remains of the Al-
hambra. Some of thefe were halls of audi? 
ence, or of juftice. Others contained baths 
for the ufe of the king, the queen, and their 
children. Their bed-chamber is ftiil. to be 
feen 1 the beds flood in alcoves, near a foun
tain, and upon a raifed flooring of porcelain* 
In the hall of mufic Were four rows of eie-
vated feats upon which the rnuficians were 
placed* while the whole court fat on a car
pet, befide an alabafter bafon. In the cabi? 
net in which the queen ufed to drefs and fay 
her prayers, and which is ftill an inchanting 
fightj. there is a flab of marble full o f final! 
holeSj through which perfumes exhaled, 
that were kept conftantly burning beneath. 
The doors and windows are difpofed fo as 
to afford the moft agreeable profpecls, and 
to throw a foft, yet lively light upon the 
eyes. Frefh currents of air, too, are admit
ted, fo as to renew, every inftant, the deli
cious coolnefs of this apartment. 

As we leave the Alhambr% we obferve, 
on an adjacent hill, the famous garden of the 

VOL. I. Generalif; 
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Generalif; a name which Signifies the houfe 
of love. In this garden was a palace in' 
which the kings of Grenada-ufed' to pafs the 
Spring. It was in the fame ftyle of building 
as the Alhambra; and'difplayed equal magni
ficence. It has been demolished. But, what 
is ftill admirable of the Generalif is its pictu-
refque fituation, and the various charming: 
points of view which it affords. Fountains, 
jets d'eau, and cafcades appear upon all hands. 
The terraces are laid out in the form of an 
amphitheatre, are paved with fragments of 
mofaic work, and Shaded with vaft c'ypreffes, 
and with old myrtles, which once lent their 
Jhade to the kings and queens of Grenada. 
In their days, flowery arbours, and-forefts of 
fruit-trees were intermingled with gloomy 
bowers, domes', and pavilions. At prefent, 
the Generalif retains' none of its beauties, 
but fuch as could not be ravifhed from it; 
yet, of all places in the world, it ftill fpeaks 
the moft to the eyes and. to the heart *. 

It 

* Colaienar, Helices d'Efpapne, T o m e . V : Swinburne, 

Jktter-XXIII; P u Perron, Fsjage d'Efpagne, Terse I. &c; 
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It is painful to quit the Alhambra, and 
the Generalif, and return to the ravages, in
roads, and bloody contefts of the Moors and 
| . C . 1 3 0 3 . I t ^ i e Caftilians. Mahomet, the 
Hsg. 703.J fumamed the Blind, had 
-to contend, at once, with his own fubjecls 
and with the Caftilians. -Being obliged, in 
confequence of his blindnefs, to employ a 
prime minifter, he chofe to this important 
truft, Farady, his filler's hufband, who pof-
•feffed the abilities both of a ftatefman and a 
captain. He continued the war againft the 
Chriftians, -without disadvantage, till he 
doled it in an honourable peace. The cour
tiers jealous of the glory and good fortune of 
the favourite, confpired againft the mailer. 
Rebellion was railed; and, as an additional 
calamity, Ferdinand IV. furnamed the Sum
moned ( 4 ) , joined the king of Arragon in an 
attack upon the Grenadines. The Caftilian 
took Gibraltar, and expelled the Moors. 
Of the unfortunate exiles who were retiring 
from the city, one old man perceiving Fer-
,4inand, approached him, leaning on his ftaff. 
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King of Caftile, faid he, what have I done 
to thee or thine ? Thy great-grandfather, 
Ferdinand, drove me from my native city 
of Seville. I retired to Xeres, whence I was 
expelled by thy grandfather, Alphonfo. I 
next betook myfelf to Tar life (5) ; but was 
banifhed thence by thy father, Sancho. And 
now that I have come to feek a grave at the 
very extremity of Spain, upon the more of 
Gibraltar, I am again purfued by thy fury. 
Whither fhall I go, that I may be left by the 
Spaniards to die in peace ? 

Crofs the lea, replied Ferdinand. And 
he gave orders to convey the old man over 
to Africa. 

Thus conquered by the king of Arragon, 
hard preffed by the Caftilians, and dreading 
the fpirit of his own people, urged as they 
were to rebellion by the nobles; the king 
of Grenada, with his minilter Farady, was 
obliged to. fubmit to an ignominious peace. 
The ftorm foon thickened again. Maho
met Abenazar, brother to Mahomet the 
"f c 1310.1 Blind, and Head of the confpi-
Hasg, 710.J racy, feized the perfon of the 

unfortunate 
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unfortunate prince, put him to death, and 
reigned in his room. He was, however, 
foon driven from the throne by Farady, 
minifter to the late monarch ; who not da
ring to keep the crown to himfelf, placed 
j . c . 1313 ~i ^ o n the head of his fon Ifmael, 
Ha5g. 71 5 . J. nephew 0 f Mahomet, the Blind, 
by his mother, who was lifter to that monarch. 

The royal family of Grenada was hence
forth divided into two branches, which, while 
they fubfifted, continued rivals and enemies. 
The fir ft, denominated Alhamar, were descen
ded' in the male line from the firit fovereign 
of this kingdom : the fecond, named Farady, 
were defcended from him in the female line. 

The Caftilians, whofe intereft it was, to 
encourage thefe factions among the Moors, 
took part with Abenazar, when he was dri
ven to take refuge in Guadrx. The Infant, 
Don Pedro, uncle to the young king of Caf-
tile, Alphonfo, furnamed the Avenger, came 
againft Ifmael, and frequently routed the 
Moors. Joining with another Infant, named 
Don Juan, he, with this afliftance laid all 
wafte with fire and fword, to the gates of 

Grenada. 
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Grenada. The Modems durfl not venture 
out to meet the Chriftians. But, when 
thefe lafl had loaded themfelves with booty, 
and were returning to Caftile; Ifmael made 
his army purfue them ; and they having foon 
overtaken the plunderers, fell, with impe-
tuofity, upon their rear-guard. It was on 
j . C . I 3 I 8 . - S the twenty-fixth of June, and 
Hag. 719J a t the hotteft hour in the day. 
The two Infants made fb great efforts 
and-tried fuch a variety of movements, 
to turn their party upon, the enemy, that 
they fell both down dead, from the effects 
of thirft and fatigue, without receiving a 
wound. The Spaniards being faint, could 
make no defence. They fled, loft their bag-
gagej and left the body of one of the. unfor
tunate Infants, to the infults of the enemv. 
Ifmael had the body carried to Grenada, de-
pofited it in a coffin covered with cloth of 
gold, and took an early opportunity of dif-
tinguifhing it with every funeral honour, 
and reftoring it to the Caftilians 

The 
* The mountains near Grenada, where this aftion was 

Caught, have, ever fince been called La Sierra de hs infantes. 
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The fruits of this victory were the capture 
of feveral cities, and an honourable truce. 
But Iimael lived not to enjoy his fuccefs. 
Being fmitten with the charms of a young. 
Spanifh captive, who had fallen to the fhare 
of one of his officers, he took her from her 
lord by violence. Among the Modems, an 
injury of this nature is always walked away 
J. C. 1322.7 with blood; The king was affaf-
Hatg. 722. J £ n a t e c j by this officer. His ion 
Mahomet V. fucceeded him on- the throne. 

The reigns of Mahomet V . and of his fuc-
ceffor, Jofeph I. who were both, in the fame 
manner, affaffinated in the palace, exhibit, 
for the fpace of thirty years, one continued 
feries of devaftation, {editions, and battles. 
Abil-Haffara, king of Morocco, of the dy» 
nafty of Meriht, at the invitation of the 
Grenadines, landed in Spain, and joined Jo
feph with a vaft body of troops. The kings 
of Caftile and Portugal united and fought 
this great army upon the banks of the Sala-
jtc. 1340."! do, not far from the town of 
Hasg. 741. J Tariffe. In this battle, which is 
not lefs famous than that of Toloza, there 

fed 
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fell thoufands of Moors. АЬП-Haflam reti
red to hide his difgrace in Morocco. ~The 
ftrong place of Algeziras, the bulwark of 
Grenada, and the port by which it received 
its fuccours from Africa^ was befieged by 
J. c. 1342.1 th e Gaftilians. Several French^ 
Hag. 743-J Englifh, and Navarrefe knights 
reforted to this fiege at which the'Moderns 
made ufe of cannons. It is on this occafion 
that cannons are firft mentioned in hiftory: 
for the battle of Creci in which the Englifh 
are faid to have had cannons, happened four 
years after this. To the Moors, then, we 
owe,—not the Invention of gun-powder* 
which has been attributed to the Chinefe, 
to Schwarts, a German Cordelier, to the 
Englifh Roger Bacon; but the more terri
ble invention of artillery. It is at lead cer
tain, that the Moors were the firft who caft 
т.е. 1 3 4 4 Л cannons. But, thefe could not 
Hag. 745-J fave Algeziras:. and the unfortu
nate Jofeph of Grenada, after being often 
j . c. 1345л defeated by the Chriftians, was, 
Hag. 755.J a t iaft murdered by his own 
fubjecls. 

It 
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It is remarkable that, among the Moors, 
there, was no law regulating the fucceffion 
to the crown. However, amid thé confpi= 
racies which frill arofe, one after another, 
none but a prince of thè royal race was ever 
raffed to the throne: although, fmce the time 
of Ifmael, the fucceffion to' thè fovèreignty 
of Grenada was fhared by the families of 
Alhamar, and of Farady. The former being 
difpoffeffed by the latter, continued always 
to look upon them âs ufurpers. And hence 
the origin of fo many troubles, confpiracies, 
and affaffinatiohs. 

Jofeph I. was fucceeded by his uncle, Ma
homet VI. à Farady prince, who received 
the fumarne of the Old, becaufe he came to 
the throne, at an advanced age. An Alha
mar prince, coufin to the new fovereign, 
•and denominated Mahomet the Red, expel-
j . c . i.-60.-1 ^ the Farady from the throne, 
Hasg. 762.J a n ( j O C C U pi e £ i the regal feat, for 

fonie years, under the protection of the king 
of Arragon. Peter the Cruel, then king of 
Gallile, efpoufed the - caufe of the dethroned 
Farady, fupported him with an army, and 

VOL. I, R preffed 
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preffed fo hard upon Mahomet the Red, that" 
this prince faw no other refource for himfelf, 
but to repair to Seville, and fubmit to the 
difcretion of Peter. He went thither, at
tended by his molt faithful friends, and car
rying with him a great quantity of treafurej 
He prefented- himfelf to Peter with noble 
confidence. 

King of Caftile-j faid hej much-Mborifh 
and Chrifiian blood'has been fhed, on ac
count of my quarrel with Farady. Thou 
protecteft my competitor, and I am wil
ling that thou fhouldeft judge between us. 
Examine my rights and-his ; and fay. which: 
of us ought to reign. If it is Farady, 
I only affe tobe conveyed fafe to Africa r 

if myfelf, receive my homage for my do
minions. 

Peter the Cruel was aftoniflied; He la-
Vifhed honours on the Moorifh king, and 
made him fit befide himfelf at a fumptuous-

- feaft. But, when he arofe from the table, 
he was led to prifori, then conducted, half-
naked, through the whole city, mounted 
<m an afs, and carried to a plain, called la 

lablada 
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Tablada, where feven and thirty perfons of 
his fuite were beheaded before his eyes. The 
bafe Peter, envying the executioners the 
J, c. 1364.*! pleafure of fhedding blood, pier-
Hag . 764. j c e ( j t j i e unfortunate king of 
Grenada with his own lance. Mahomet, as 
he expired, uttered only thefe words: O 
Peter, Peter, what an exploit this for a 
knight *! 

By a ftrange fatality, all the thrones of 
Spain were occupied, at this time by princes 
whofe characters were framed with odious 
•crimes. Peter the Cruel, the Nero of Caftile, 
affafSnatedthofe kings who treated him with 
confidence, brought his wife, Blanche of 
Bourbon, to a premature death, and flamed 
his hands daily with the blood of his fubjects 
or neighbours. Peter VI. the Tiberius of 
Arragon, lefs furious, but as barbarous and 
more perfidious than the Caftilian, deprived 
one of his brothers of his dominions f, com
manded the death of the other | , and deli
vered over his old governor to the execu= 

R 2 tioners, 
* Chronicas de los reios de Caftilla, Tome I. 

f James, King of Majorca. % James, Count of Urge]. 
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tioners *. Peter I. king of Portugal, the 
lover of the celebrated Inès de Caft.ro, in
furiated, no doubt, by the cruelty which 
had been exercifed on his miftrefs, tore out 
the hearts of the murderers of Ines, and 
made his lifter, Mary, end her days by poifon. 
The king of Navarre was that Charles the 
Bad, at whofe very name the heart fhudders. 
Spain was deluged with blood, and groaned 
under the yoke of thefe four tyrants. And, 
if the reader {hall reflect, that France was at 
the fame time afflicted with the difafters 
which followed the captivity of king John ; 
that in England, the unfortunate reign of 
Richard II. was beginning ; that Italy was 
a prey to the factions of the Guelphs and 
Gibbelines, and divided between two popesf ; 
that in Germany two rival emperors con
tended for the Imperial throne J ; and that 
Tamerlane was ravaging Alia, from the coun
try of the Ufbecks, to the peninftila of India \ 
he will fee reafon to allow that few periods 

. : •:- i bin V ' -/.v. - .in 

* Bernard Cabrera. f Urban VI. and Clement VII. 

J Lewis of Bavaria, and Frederic the Handfome. 

http://Caft.ro


HISTORY os. THE MOORS. 133 

in the annals of the earth have been more 
difaftrous than this.\n v". 

. Grenada, at leaft, recovered its tranquil? 
lity, after the crime of Peter the Cruel. 
Mahomet the.Old, being thus freed of his 
competitor, refumed the crown without op-
poution, and was the only one of all the 
king of Caftile's allies, who remained faith
ful to him, amidit all his crimes, till his 
death. But he could not fupport Peter on 
the throne. His baftard brother, Henry de 
j . c. 1369 .1 Tranftamare, deprived him of 
Hag. 771-4 his life and kingdom. Mahomet 
made peace with the conqueror, continued 
to preferve it for feveral years, and left his 
dominions in a flourifhing condition to his 
J.c. 1379-1 fon? Mahomet VIII. Abuhadjad, 
Hag. 7Lj Gaiied by the Spanifh hiftorians, 
Mahomet Guadix. 

This prince proved the belt and. wifeft 
king that ever governed the Moors. Atten
tive folely to the happinefs of his -fubjeéts, 
he laboured to maintain peace, the fweets of 
which they had fo-feldqm tañed. For this 
end, he began with fortifying his towns, 
•%" . ' railing 
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railing an army, and forming an alliance 
with the king of Tunis, whofe daughter, 
Cadija, he married. When thus prepared 
for war, he fent ambaffadors to the king of 
Caftile, to a-fk his friendfhip. Don Juan, 
-fon and fuccelfor to Henry of Tranftamare, 
being at that time occupied in his contefts 
with the Portuguefe and the Englifh, readi
ly Signed a treaty with the Moorifh king* 
Having now no farther difturbance to dread 
from the Chriftians, he turned his cares to 
the encouragement of trade and agricultures 
he lightened the burthen of the taxes, and 
by this expedient found his own wealth in-
creafed. Adored by his fubjecls whom he 
made happy, refpected by the Chriftians 
whom he feared not, and poffeffi-ng a lovely 
wife to whom he gave all his heart; he ap
propriated the reft of his time and treafures 
to the cultivation of the fine arts, poetry 
and architecture, and to the embellifhing 
of Iris capital. He conftructed various mo
numents at Grenada, and at Guadix, a ci
ty for which he had always a predilectionj 
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and made his court, the feat of genius and 
elegant manners. 
- The Moors had then univeriities and aca
demies for medicine, painting and fculpture. 
Abuhadjad encouraged thefe profeffions with 
generous munificence; The greater number 
of the works of thofe Grenadine authors pe-
rifhed at the. time of the conqueft (7) ; yet, 
fome have been faved, and are to-be feen in 
the library of the Efcurial. Moft of thefe 
are treatifesof grammar, of aftrology which 
was then in very high eftimation, and efpe-
cially of theology, a fcience in which the A-
rabians have excelled *.• The fubtlety of ge
nius, and warmth of imagination diftinguifh-
ing this people, are the qualities which na
turally form great theologians. Their 
fchools, I believe, were the firft that intro
duced the tafte for fubtle queftions and dif-
putations which once conferred fuch high 
celebrity upon men whofe names have fince 
funk into obfcurity. The pretended fecrets 
of the Cabbala, of alchymy, of judicial aftro
logy, of the rod of divination; with all thofe 

tale* 
J See the Bibliothim Arahicn-Bifpanha of CazirL 
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tales of witchcraft, magicians, and enchan
ters, which were once fo common, have 
been all derived to us from the Arabians. 
They were always' fuperftitious ; and I am 
inclined to believe, that their reiidence in 
Spain, and long intereourfe with the. Spa
niards, firft impreffed on the character of 
the latter, that love for the marvellous, and 
that caft of credulous piety which bears a re-
femblance to fuperftition, and which the phi-
lofopher reproachfully imputes to this lively j 
fentimentai, fprightly nation whom nature 
has endowed with every noble quality. 

A fpecies' of literature that was common 
among the Moors, and in which the Spa
niards have imitated them,- was, novels, and 
romances. The Arabians always were, and 
frill are great ftory-tellers. In the defarts of 
Alia and Africa, and in the tents of the Be
douins, they gather together, every even
ing, to hear a love-ftory. The hearers liften 
in filence, and are often fo interefted as to 
weep for the misfortunes of the lovers. At 
Grenada, there joined to this, natural tafie 
for tales', a paffion alio for mufic and dancing. 

The 
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The poets put into verfe, tales of love or war i 
the muficians made airs for them ; and they 
were fung by the' Moorifh youth. Hence 
thofe many Spanifh romances, imitated from 
the Arabic *, which with a fimplicity, fome-
times truly affecting, relate combats with the 
Chriftians, the quarrels of rivals, or conver-
fations between lovers. Fvery thing is mi
nutely defcribed: their feftivals, running at 
the ring, cane-plays 7, and bull-fights, which 
they had adopted from the Spaniards : their 
arms confifting of a large feymetar, a fmall 
lance, a fhort coat of mail, and a light buckler 
of leather; their horfes whofe houfings, trail
ing on the ground, were fet, on the borders, 
with jewels: their devices which were al-
moft always a heart pierced with arrows, a 
ftar guiding a fliip, or the firft letter of the 
beauty's name, whom they loved : their co
lours, too, each of which had its proper fig-
nification: the black and the yellow were 
expreffive of forrow, the green, of hope j 

VOL. I. S blue 

* I have a collection of more than a thoufand. 
f Thefe games are defcribed in the fecond boob of the 

following worfc 
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blue of jealoufy; violet, and flame-colour, 
of paflionate love. The following little piece, 
which I have abbreviated, in the translating, 
will give a better idea of thofe romances,, 
than any defcription of them can convey. 

G-ANZUL A S D ZELINDA; 

A MOORISH ROMANCE. 

ZELINDA, mov'd with jealous pillion, 
Bade the "man fhe lov'd, begone; 

Nor effay with foft expreffion. 
For his falfehood to atone. 

The conftant youth went drooping from herj 
Dear as life, he lov'd the maid, 

Dear, e'en as his fpotlefs honour, 
By fear or falfehood ne'er, betray'd. 

Soon the tender fair relented, 
When fhe knew young GANZUL'S truth 

Soon her melting heart repented 
Of her harfhnefs to the youth. 

Thus love, with peevifh, chiidifh folly, 
©ft pouts and frowns, he knows not why 

The) 
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Then changing rage for melancholy. 

Hangs his head, and 'gins to cry. 

"Twas told her, that her gallant lover, 
Caft from gay hope to drear defpair, 

•His creft with e.-een no more would cover.. 
But, now did forrow's livery wear. 

The lovely nymph foon fought the mourner., 
Sweeteft favours in her hands : 

What colours chofe file to adorn her ? 
What, to bind anew love's bands r 

The jealous blue 'file fondly twined 
With the purple, meed of love ; 

White, wreath of innocence enfhrined, 
With conftant violet interwove. 

Thefe file bore to where in anguifh, 
Ganzul, hopelefs, mourn'd his fate 5 

Hid in folitude, to languifil, 
Under fair Zelinda's hate. 

The maid, with timid, anxious fondnefs, 
'Neath a jafmine fat her down, 

And bade her faithful page, go, find him 
Whole conftancy file came to crown. 
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The willing page flew fwift to Ganzul j 

Scarce could Ganzul trull; his tale: 
He haftes, while in his trembling bofom, 

Fear and hope, by turns, prevail. 

Once more he fees his dear Zelinda; 
Blufhes and fmiles her love betray; 

Her hand prefents love's mingled colours? 

And tears the rueful black away. 

Not a word could either utter, 
So fwell'd both hearts with joy and grief % 

Tenderer]: looks exprefs'd their pafiion; 
In tears their feelings fought relief*. 

This refined and delicate gallantry, which 
made the Moors of Grenada famous through 
all Europe, forms a Angular contraft, when 
viewed in comparifonwiththeferocity natural 
to all thofe of Africa. Thofe Mofiems, who 
in battle, efteemed it a glorious proof of their 
addrefs, if they could cut off with dexterity 
the heads of the flain, which they fixed to 
their faddles, and expofed bloody, upon the 
battlements of their towns, and the gates of 

their 
* Romancero geqeral, Madrid edit. p. 4, 
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their palaces ; thofe turbulent wariours, who 
fcorned to acquire the arts of peace, and were 
ever ready to revolt againfl their kings, to 
depoie, and to aiTailinate them;—were, yet, 
the tenderer!, the molt fubmiffive, and the 
molt paffionate of lovers. Their wjves, 
although little better than Haves, became, 
when they were beloved, queens and god-
deffes to thofe whofe hearts they poffeffed. 
It v/as to pleafe them that glory was puriued: 
To dazzle their eyes and opinions, life and 
fortune were waited in emulous efforts to 
triumph in the lifts, or on the field, and to 
fparkle at the feaft. This lingular union of 
mildnefs with cruelty, of delicacy with bar-
barifm, this paffion for the meed of valour 
and conftancy,—can the Moors be fuppofed 
to have caught it by imitation, from the 
Spaniards ? or rather the Spaniards from the 
Moors ? I cannot determine. But, when I 
confider that the Arabians were diftinguifh-
ed by no fuch characberiftic in their na
tive feats in Afia; and ftiil lefs in Africa, 
in which they were naturalized by conqueft; 
and that, fince their expulfion from Spain, 

they 
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X '' ' 

they have loft every veftige of the romantic 
and amiable manners of chivalry;—-I am in
clined to think, that it was to the Spaniards 
they owed it. Before the invaflon of the 
Moors, indeed, this generous gallantry a-
domed the court of the Gothic kings. Af
ter that ayra, we fee the princes and knights 
of Caftile, Leon, and Navarre as much dif-
tinguifhed by their loves as by their valorous 
exploits. The name of the Cid alone recalls to 
the mind every idea of tendernefs and cou
rage. And, after the expullion of the Moors, 
the Spaniards long maintained a reputation 
for gallantry much higher than that of the 
French; the feeds of which, though withered 
and gone among all other modern nations., 
are ftill alive in Spain. ; 

However this may be; the ladies of Gre^ 
nadawere worthy to be loved; they were, 
and perhaps ftill are the moft charming wo
men in the world. An Arabian hiftorian * 
who wrote at Grenada, in the year 1378 of 

..v..-. -• . -.,/. pur 

* AM Abdalla ben-Alkahi!bi Abfaneni; Hijior. Gran, ar. 
Arabic raanufcript in the Efcurial. 4 
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our sera, in the reign of Mahomet the Old, 
fpeaks thus of thofe lovely females. 

" They are all beautiful. But, their beau
ty which is, at firfr, ftriking, acquires ftill 
more effect, when we remark their hand-
feme figure and graceful manners. They 
are above the middle fize; and no where is 
an handforner fhape to be feen. Their long 
Mack hair hangs down to their heels. Their 
teeth adorn with the whitenefs of alabafter̂  
a mouth which ever wears a finite of kind-
nefs. Their liberal ufe of the moil exquifite 
perfumes gives their fkin a frefhnefs and luf-
tre which none of the other Modem ladies 
poffefs. Their gait, their dance, and ad 
their motions, have in them a graceful foft-
nefs, a carelefs gaiety which gives- the laft 
advantage to all their other charms. Their 
converfation is lively and fprightly. Their 
underdanding is acute; and the delicacy of 
their wit is often dlfplayed in happy failles,, 
and in bons mats. 

The drefs of thefe women, like that of 
the ladies of Turkey and Perfia, confuted of 
% long linen tunic bound with a girdle, a do-

iiman 
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liman with ftrait fleeves, large wide drawers, 
and flippers of Morocco leather. The fluffs 
were all extremely line, and commonly em
broidered with gold and filver, and fet with 
jewels. Their hair was bound in trelfes, and 
floated on their fhoulders. A fmall, but very 
rich bonnet on the head, fat under an embroi
dered veil which flowed down to the knees. 
The men were dreffed nearly in the fame-
manner ; at their girdle hung their purie, 
their handkerchief, and their poignard ; on 
the head they wore a white or coloured tur
ban : over the doliman they wore, in rum
mer, a white robe, loofe and flowing, in 
winter, the albornos, or African mantle. 
The only change which they made on this 
drefs when they went to war. was, by put
ting on a coat of mall, and affuming an hel
met above the turban. 

It was the cuftom for the inhabitants of 
Grenada to retire, every year, to delightful 
country-houfes which "were fcattered thick 
about the city. Retired to thefe, pleafure 
was all their care; the enjoyments of the 
chace, mufic, and dancing filled up their 

nights 
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nights' and days. Their dances, and fongs 
were in a ftyle of wanton gaiety. If the 
contrarieties in the human character could 
move furprife; it might feem extraordina
ry that a people who could feel the pailion 
of love in all its ardent extravagance, mould 
have been deficient in modefty or delicacy. 
But, the Orientals are, in general, ftrangers 
to the refinement of modefty: their pailion 
is rather impetuous than tender ; they have 
more jealoufy. than delicacy : they can nei
ther wait for, nor hide thofe pleafures which 
they feize by force. . . . . .... 

Thefe particulars have poffibly been detail
ed at too great length; but, I have introduced 
them at a time.when Grenada enjoyed peace
ful tranquillity under the government of A-
buhadjad. That good king, after occupying 
the throne for thirteen years, left his doml-
J. c. 139a. 1 nions in a flourishing ftate to his 
H s g . 795. J £ o n j 0 f g p h 3 who fucceeded him, 
without opposition. : " 

Jofeph II. followed his father's example, 
and was defirous of adhering to the. truce 
which had been ratified with the Ghriftians. 

VOL. I. T A 
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A hermit interrupted it. That fanatic per-
feaded the Grand-mafter of Alcantara, Mar
tin de Barbuda, a Portuguefe, that.Heaven 
had made, choice of him to expel the Modems 
out of Spain; and, in the name of God, 
promifed, that he fhould be victorious,, over 
the Moors, and fhould take Grenada .by af
fanti, without iofing a tingle fbidicr. 

The Grand-mafter,. fatisfied of the certain
ty of this promife, immediately fent ambaf-
fadors to-Jofeph, to declare to him, in his 
name; that,, as- the religion of Mahomet was 
falfe and deteftable, and that of'JefuS Chrift 
the only religion mankindought to believe,—> 
he, Martin Barbuda, defied the king, of Gre
nada, to; a- combat of two hundred Moors 
againft an hundred Chriftians, on condition 
that the nation of the vanquifhed fhould a-
dopt the faith of the conquerors--" 

The reader, may eafiiy conceive what re
ception thefe ambaffadors met with. Hard
ly could Jofeph reftrain his fubjects from 
maffacring them. Being, driven away with 
every cirGumftance of contempt and difgrace*. 
they returned to the Grand-mafter, who be-
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ing mrprifed that he had received mo anfwer.. 
Immediately, mufiered up a body of an hun
dred" pa-rlizans, and three hundred gentle*-
men on horfeback, and marched to conquer 
Grenada, with the prophetic hermit for his 
guide. . . 
iHenry III. king of Caftile, who wifhed to 
maintain peace with the Moors, in the be
ginning of his reign, and at a time when his 
own dominions were not in a very tranquil 
ftate, was no fooner informed of the Grand-
Mafter's intended expedition, than he fent 
Mmpofulve orders not to pals the frontiers 
of the two kingdoms. But, Barbuda replied, 
that he mufi obey the call of God, and pro
ceeded. Ein his march. The governors of the 
cities through which he palled, endeavoured,, 
in vain, to flop him: while the people flrove 
to do him every honour, and crowded eager
ly to fvvell his train. By the time of his enter
ing the enemy's territory, which, in his vain 
credulity he iuppoied his eonqueft, he had 
an army, fix thoufand ftrong. He affailed the 
fir It caftie, and before it loll fix men, and was 
himfelf wounded. Surprised above meafure, 
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at feeing Hs own blood: flow, and three of 
his foldiers fall, he called upon his hermit, 
and coolly afked what this could mean, af
ter he had given his exprefs word, that not 
a man on their fide fhould fall...' The"hermit 
anfwered, that it was only of pitched battles 
he had meant to be underftood. Barbuda 
was fatisfied: andToon after, an army of 
J.C.I39+.1 fifty thoufand Moors appeared. 
Hag. 793.J Battle was inftantly joined. -The 
Grand-Mafter and his three hundred knights 
fell, after performing prodigies of valour: 
the remainder of his troops either fled, or 
were taken prifoners: and the filence of hif-
torians reflecting the hermit affords room 
for fuppofing, that he was not among the 
laft to efcape *. dd'•.•:• djMO;uh sshld 

This mad expedition was followed by; no 
rupture of the peace between the two nations. 
The king of Caffile difavowed the hoftility 
of the Grand-Mafter: and Jofeph's reign 
went on in tranquillity and glory. But, he 
is laid to have been poifoned by a magnifi-

. ., . cent 
* Ferreras, Compend. hijior. Tome VIII: Cardonne HiJL 

Afrique, Tome III. &c. 
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cent robe, fent him by ambaffadors from the 
kingof Fez, his fecret enemy.; Hiitorians 
relate, : that this ròbe,; being impregnated 
with malignant poifon, ended the life of the 
.unfortunate Jofeph amidft dreadful torments, 
J ci 139:6.~| ; in-whith his flefli was torn from 
Hag.. 799.J bis bones, and which were of 
thirty days continuance.-- -on 

Mahomet IX. • his fécond fon, who had, 
even in his father's lifetime, attempted to 
raife difturbances in the kingdom, now u r 

furped the crown, and fhut up Jofeph, his 
elder brother, in prifon. Mahomet was en
dowed with valour, and fome other military 
talents. Entering into an alliance wi h the 
king of Tunis, who fent his fleet to join the 
fleet of Grenaday-he; broke the truce with 
Caftile, and gained, at the firft, fome ad
vantages. But, the Infant, Don Ferdinand, 
uncle.and tutor to the young king, John IL 
foon avenged the caufe of the Spaniards, 
j c 1408 ~] Mahomet IX. then died. Im-
Hag, 811.J mediately before his death, de-
firing to fecure the crown to his fon, he 
lent one of his principal officers to the pri

fon 
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fon in which his brother Jofeph was confined, 
with orders to ftrike off his head. The of
ficer found Jofeph playing a game at chefs 
with an Imam He forrowfully informed 
him of the painful tafk which he came to ex
ecute. Jofeph, unmoved, only afked time 
to finifh his game. So flight a favour the 
officer could not refufe. In the mean .time, 
another mefienger came in with the news 
that Mahomet' was dead, and Jofeph pro
claimed his fucceffor on the throne, ib sltet 
- T h i s Jofeph III. was a good king; and 
under his reign the people were happy. .In-
ftead of avenging himfelf on thofe factious 
fubjects'who had affifted Mahomet to ufurp 
his rights, he lavifhed favours and employ
ments upon them ; he brought up his bro
ther^ Tons with the fame tendernefs as if 
they had been his own; and when his coun-i 
fellers blamed his lenity; Permit me, an-
fwered he, to leave my enemies no excufe for 
having -preferred my younger brother to me. 
• This excellent prince was often obliged to 
take arms againft the chriftians. He loft 
Come cities. But3 he preferred the refpeet 
~- : ' ' and 
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and love of his- fubjects; and died, after 
j.e. 1 4 2 3 . 1

 a r e ign of fifteen years, lamented 
Hasg, 82 7. J by'his whole kingdom. 

.After his death, the ftate was diffracted 
byinteftinew rs. Mahomet X. Abenazar, of 
the Left-handed was driven from the throne 
by Mahomet XL el Zugair, or the Little, who 
reigned two years. The Abencerragoes ( 8 ) , 
a tribe powerful in Grenada, then refioredMa-
homettheLeft-handed. Hi-scompetitorended 
his days on the fcaffold. The Spaniards came 
againft the Moors, and laid all wafte with fire 
and fword to the walls of their capita'. The 
whole country-was ravaged, the crops burnt 
up, and the villages deftroyed. John IL 
who' then reigned in Caftile, to add to the 
calamities with which he had thus afflictedJ 
the Grenadines, the greater diftrefs of a ci
vil war, made one Jofeph Alhamar to be 
proclaimed king of Grenada, who-was grand-
fon to that Mahomet the Red, fo bafely affaf-
finated by Peter the Cruel,; at Seville.. Alt 
the malcontents joined Jofeph Alhamar* 
The Zegris, a famous tribe, enemies to" the 
Abencerragoes, took part with the ufu-rpe'tv 
- - Mahomet 
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Mahomet the Left-handed, was again driven 
from his capital; and Jofeph IV. occupied the 
throne for fix months. At the end of this 
J . C r 432.-f time, he died. Mahomet recover-
Hzg. 8 3 6 . J e ( j a uthority. After thirteen 
years of misfortune, he was depofed, a third 
J . C 1443."] time, feized, and fhut up in pri-
Hseg. 849. J £ Q n o n e D f jjjg nephews, Ma
homet XII. Ofmin, who was himfelf, fhort-
ly after dethroned by his own brother, If-
j . C 14.-5.1 niael, and ended his days in the 
Haeg. 85 7 . J fame prifon in which his uncle 
languifhed.. ... ' .•>:. ' ... 

All thefe revolutions hindered not the 
Chriftian and Moorifh governors who com
manded on the frontiers from making fre
quent mutual inroads. Sometimes a fmall 
troop of cavalry or infantry would furprize 
a village, mafiacre the inhabitants,, pillage 
thehoufes, carry away the cattle. Sometimes 
an army would fuddenly appear in the plain, 
ravage the country, tear up the vines by the 
roots, cut down the trees, befiege and carry 
fome place, and then retire with their boo
ty. This mode of makingwar was the mold 

deftructive 
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deftructive of all to the poor htifbandmah t 
and in the reign of Ifmael II. the territory 
of Grenada had fullered fo much, that he 
was obliged to feek nourimment from the 
forelts for his capital; almoft ho produce 
being to be obtained from that vaft and fer
tile vega which had been fo often defolated 
by the Spaniards. 

J. c. 1465.1 lihiael II- left his crown to his 
Hag. 870 .J £-Qn Mulei-HalTem, a brave, 

young prince, who taking advantage of the 
troubles in Caftile, in the difaftrous reign of 
Henry IV. denominated the Impotent, car
ried his arms to the very centre of Andalu-
fia. His firft fucceffes, his talents, and his 
military ardour led the Moors to conceive 
hopes of recovering their ancient power. 
But, a great event happened, which put a-
period to their victories, and effected their 
total ruin. ' -

Ifabella of Caftile, filter to Henry the Im
potent, notwithstanding the oppofition of 
j . c. 1469.1 her brother, and other appa-
.Hseg. 874. J - r e n t l y infurmountable obftacles, 
married Ferdinand the Catholic, king of 

VOL. I. U Sicily, 
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Sicily, and prefumptive heir of Arragon(q).. 
This marriage, uniting the two moft power
ful monarchies in Spain, gave a mortal blow 
to the power of the Moors, who had hither
to kept their ground, only in eonfequence of 
the divinous among the ChrifHans. Either 
of the: two enemies who were now to act 
jointly againft the Moors would have, been; 
able to overpower therm. Ferdinand, a po
litician of ability and addrefs, at once firm 
and yielding, prudent to: a degree of dif-
truftful fufpicion, refined to duplicity, and 
poiTeffed of the fuperior talent of feeing at a 
diftance, and with a glance of the eye,, all 
the various means by which his purpofes 
might be obtained. Ifabella, more noble 
and elevated in her fentiments, and endowed 
with more heroic courage, and with con-
ftancy which nothing could ftagger, knew 
well how to? profecute any enterprife, and 
efpeciaiiy how to finlfli it. The character 
of the.one gave new and more dignified 
energy to the. mind of the other. The huf-
band often acted the part of a weak, perfi
dious woman, negociating to deceive: the 

:.; : wife* 
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•wife was, at all times, a great fovereign, ad
vancing to battle and to victory. 

When thefe two fovereigns had difperfed 
the factions in their dominions, vanquished 
their- foreign enemies, reduced every inter
nal trouble to tranquility, and gained the 
immenfe fucceflion which was long difputed 
againft them, they turned their whole exer
tions to the conqueft and expuifion of the 
Moors. Befide the prodigious advantage 
which they derived from the union of their 
forces, Ferdinand and Ifabella had fome ex
traordinary men about them, The celebra
ted Ximenes, a cordelier, afterwards cardi
nal, was at the head of their councils: and 
that able min-iiier could, as he himfelf faid, 
draw all Spain with his cord. The civil wars 
had formed a crowd of warriours, and of able 
generals, the moft diffinguiihed of whom 
were the Count of Cabra, the Marquis of 
Guadix, and the famous Gonfalvo of Cor
dova, whom the voice of Europe and of ge
neral hiftory continues to honour with the 
denomination of the Great Captain which' 
was firft conferred upon him by his country. 

U 2 The 
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The public treafury, which had been exhauf-
ted by Henry's prodigalities, was foon filled 
by the fever e ceconomy of Ifabella, and by the 
bulls obtained from the Pope, upon the wealth 
of the church. The armies were numerous 
and praclifed in war: mutual emulation be
tween the Caftilians and the Arragonefe gave 
a new edge to their valour. Every thing 
concurred to forebode the fall of the laft 
Moflern throne that remained in Spain. 

Muiey-HaiTem, by whom it was then oc
cupied, viewed the coming danger without 
terrour. He firit broke the truce, and feized 
Zahra. Ferdinand ferit ambaffadors to com-
j c 1481.1 plain of the infraction of the 
Hag. 881. J p e a c e 5 and at the fame time, to 
demand the tribute which had been formerly 
paid by the kings of Grenada, to thofe of 
C affile. I know, replied Muley, that dome 
of my predeceffors have given you gold; 
but there has been no money coined in my 
reign: this is the only metal I can offer the 
Spaniards. So faying, he prefented his lance. 

Ferdinand's army foon marched towards 
Albania, a place of great ftrength, near 

near 
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Grenada, .with which it had been em-
bellifhed by the Moorifh kings. Alhama 
was furprifed by the Chriftians, and the 
flames of war yrere kindled, never more to 
be extinguifhed between the two nations. 

The fuccefles were, at firft,. mutual. Muley 
had numerous forces, an ample treafury, 
and a large train of artillery. He might have 
long defended himfelf, had he not by one act 
of imprudence precipitated his own ruin. -

, Muley was married to a woman, named 
Aixa, of one of the firft tribes in Grenada.. 
He had, by her, a Ton named Boabdil, who-
who was to fucceed him on the' ,throne. -
Becoming enamoured of a Chriftian Have 
who governed him at her pleafure, Muley 
repudiated his wife Aixa. This was a fignal 
for civil war. The. injured wife, in concert 
with her fon, railed in rebellion her relations 
and friends, even to the one half of Grenada. 
Muley-Haffem was.driven, from his capital, 
and Boabdil took the tide of king. The fa
ther and the fon now contended in arms for 
a crown of which Ferdinand was about to 

rive both. .. 
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"To add to thefe misfortunes, a brother 

J.c. 1 3 8 - 1 °^ Muley's, named Zagal, put 
hzg.hg.J himfelf a t the head of fome 
troops, arid" gained a conliderable advan
tage oyer the" Spaniards, in the defiles of 
Malaga. By this victory, Zagal won the 
love and efteem of the Moors; which 
made him conceive hopes of dethroning 
Ms brother and nephew. Thus was a third 
party created to rend the ftate. Boab
dil trembled on the throne of Grenada; and 
defiring to perform fome fpiendid action 

which might encourage his party who 
were now ready to abandon him, he march
ed out, at the head of a fmall army, to fur-
prife Lucena, a town belonging to the Caf-
tilians. The unfortunate Boabdil was taken 
prifoner In this expedition. No Moorifh 
monarch had ever before fallen into the hands 
of the Spaniards. Ferdinand treated him 
with all the refpect due to misfortune, and 
fest him to Cordova. 

Muley-Haffem feized the opportunity to 
relume the crown of which he had been de
prived by a rebellious fon. In fpite of Za-

gal's 
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gal's party, he again entered the capital. 
But, he could make only a faint refiftance 
to the progrefs of the Caftilians, who were, 
on all hands, fubduing cities, and advancing 
towards Grenada, where the unfortunate 
Modems waded their ftrength in combats a-

. mong themfelves. T o inflame their conten
tion's, the politic Ferdinand fet Boabdil at 
liberty." He even formed an alliance wits 
his captive, and engaged to aid him againft 
his father, on the conditions,' that Boabdil 
fliould pay him a tribute of twelve thoufand 
pieces of gold, mould acknowledge himfelf 
his vaflal, and fiaould yield certain places up 
to him. The bafe-fplrited Boabdd agreed 
to all this ; and with Ferdinand to fupport 
him, hadened to make war upon Muley. 

The kingdom of Grenada became now a 
fcene of carnage; Muley-Hauem, Boabdil., 
and Zagal, purfuing each other, fword in 
hand, and contending for its wafted remains. 
The Spaniards, in the mean time, advanced 
from conqueft to conqueft, fometimes on pre
tence of fuccouring their ady Boabdil, fome
times claiming that prince's obfervance of his 

treaty 
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treaty with them ; always inflaming the dift 
cord among the Moors, (tripping all the three 
parties alike of their poffeflions; but leaving 
to the vanquished the free exercife of their 
religion, with their laws and cuftoms. 

J.c. 1485."] Amid thefe troubles, calami-
Hxg. 89.0. J t i e S j a n d cj-jmgg. 0 y Muley-

Haffem died, of grief, or by hand of his 
brother. Ferdinand made himfelf matter of 
all the weftern part of the kingdom. And 
Boabdil agreed to divide with Zagal, the lit
tle that remained of this defolate ftate. Gre
nada fell to . Boabdil; and Guadix and Al-
meria were ceded to Zagal. The war was 
neverthelefs continued; and Zagal defpair-
ing of his ability to retain what he had, fold 
his places to Ferdinand for an yearly pen-
lion. The treaty was figned; and the Ca
tholic Sovereigns took poiTeilion of thofe 

149-9.-1 towns. The traitor Zagal blufhed 
Hag. 896. J n o t t o a c c e pt a poll; in the Chrif-
tian army, and to bear arms againft his own 
nephew. 

At laft, the Mofiems had nought fave the 
city of Grenada remaining. Boabdil ftill 

reigned 
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reigned there. The temper of this unhappy 
prince being foured by his misfortunes, he 
turned his rage againft his own fubjects, and 
ruled them tyrannically. The kings of Caf-
tile and Arragon, although in pretended al
liance with this feeble monarch, fent to fum-
mon him to ftrrrendef his capital, according, 
as they faid, to a fecret treaty fubiifting be
tween them. Boabdil exclaimed againft 
their perfidy. But, it was too late to com
plain : and he muft now either fight or yield 
his throne. Ferdinand, at the head of fixty 
thoufand men, the choice of the two king-
Hag. 8 9 7 . ] doms, laid fiege to Gren 3,0.0.« on 
the 9 t h , of May, 1 4 9 1 . 

This great city was, as I have related de
fended by ftrong ramparts •, flanked by a 
thoufand and thirty towers, and by a num
ber of other works accumulated one upon 
another. Although deluged with blood by 
the civil wars, it ftill contained two hun
dred thoufand inhabitants. All the furvi-
ving warriours who were attached to their 
country, their religion, and their laws, were 
afiembled within its walls. Defpair gave 

VOL. I, X them 
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them double energy. Under any other' 
chief than Boabdil, this defpair might have 
faved them.. But, this king alike feeble and 
eruel, upon the flighteft fufpicion or infor
mation againft them, deftroyed his braveft 
warrioursby thefword of the executioner. 
He was an object of hatred and contempt to> 
the Grenadines, who had, in fcorn, given 
him the name, of Zogoyli, or the Little King. 
All the tribes in Grenada, efpeeially the 
Abencerrasroes were difeontented and dif-
eouraged under his fway. The Alfaquis and 
Imams loudly predicted the final ruin of the 
Moorifh empire: and nothing but their dread 
of the Spanifihyoke.couldhave.madethe peo
ple endure their prince, andfuftain the liege. 

Ferdinand's troops, on the other' band, 
flufihed with their paft fuccefs, and confider-
ing themfelves as invincible, puihed on, iir 
full confidence of conqueft. They were led 
by chiefs whom they adored.. Ponce de Leon,. 
marquis of Cadiz, Henry of Guzman, duke 
of Medina Sidonia, Mendoza, Aguilar, Vil-
lena, Gonfalvo of Cordova, and many other 
famous captains attended-the victorious king. 

A . I£abe!la5, 
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Ifabella, whofe virtues commanded venera
tion, while his grace, and affability attrac
ted love, had repaired to her hufband's camp, 
with the-Infant, the Infantas, and the moil 
fplendid court then in Europe. This great 
queen moderated the natural feverity of her 
temper, according to circumflances. With 
the labours of war,-fhe Intermingled feftlvity 
and pleamre. Tournaments ferved as relax-
ations in the Intervals of battle. Illumina
tions, dances, and games filled up the rum
mer nights which are, in thofe climates fo 
delightful. Ifabella prefided over them all. 
A word from her was a recompenee ; a look, 
enough to exalt her meanefl foldier to a hero. 
Plenty reigned in the camp, joy and hope 
animated every heart. The courage of the 
-Grenadines was, in the mean time, chilled 
by mutual diftrufi, general confternation, 
and the. certain profpect of famine. 

Yet, was the fiege protracted for nine 
months. Ferdinand -made no -attempt t® 
ftorm a place fo ftrongly fortified. After 
laying the environs wafte, he waited patient
ly till Grenada fhoukdne reduced by famine; 

X 2 " fatisiied 
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fatisfied with battering its ramparts, and te-
pulilng the frequent faliies of the Moors, he 
engaged in no decifiye action, but daily be-
fet clofer and clofer an enemy that could not 
now efcape out of his hands. An accident 
by night, fet fire to Ifabella's tents. The 
conflagration confumed the whole camp. 
Boabdil' took no advantage of this circurn-
fiance. The queen refolved that, inftead of 
their camp, the Spaniards fhould build a 
city *, and thus fhew the Moflems, that the 
fiege was never to be raffed. This idea, 
which was grand, extraordinary, and wor-
thy of the genius of Ifabella, was executed 
within, four and twenty hours. The Spa
niards fettled in the new town, and encom-
paffed it with walls. It is ftanding, and 
bears the name of Santa Fe, given it by the 
pious queen. - • : . . 

Sore preffed, at length,.by famine, having 
been often defeated, in the fkirmifhes which 
were inceffantly fought before the walls, and 
abandoned by Africa, from which no efforts 
* ."• : sH .. r g-JioTr' =>/fl were. 

Hiftory of Ferdinand and Iiabella. Mariana, Garibai, 

Ferrerasj &c . ' . o Y 
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were made to fave them, the Moors fountr^ 
themfelves obliged to Surrender. Gonfalvo 
of Cordova was commiffioned by the king 
to, fettle the articles of capitulation. The 
Grenadines, by thefe, agreed to acknowledge 
for their fovereigns, Ferdinand and Ifabella, 
and their fucceifors on the throne of Caftile; 
to reftore all the Christian prifoners without 
ranfom; they were themfelves to remain 
under the government of their own laws, 
to retain their cuftoms, their judges, and 
one half of their mofques, and to be left to 
the free exercife of theirreligion; they were 
alio allowed either to retain or difpofe of 
their property, and retire to Africa or any 
other country, but were never to be forced 
into exile by the Caftilians ; Boabdil was to 
enjoy a fertile and extenfive domain in the 
Aipuxaras of which he might difpofe at his 
pleafure. . ... • ..' 

This was the capitulation ; but it was ill 
obferved by the Spaniards. Boabdil executed 
it, on his part, fome days before the term 
agreed upon ; he having learned, that his 
fubjecls idirred up by the Imams, were pre

paring 
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paring to break off the negociation, and to 
bury themfelves under the ruins of their ci
ty. The haplefs prince, upon this, haftily 
delivered up the Albayzin and the Alharn-
j-C.149z.-1 bra. He then carried the keys 
Hseg. 898.J t Q Ferdinand, and never more 
entered the city. Soon after, with his fa
mily and a few Servants attending him, he 
took the way to the domain affigned him in 
lieu of his kingdom. On mpunt Padul, 
from which Grenada may be Teen, he call; 
back a laft look on the feat of his loft power ; 
and tears flowed from his eyes. Well mayejl 
thou weep like a woman, my fon, faid his mo
ther, Aixa, for the lofs of that throne which 
thou couldefi not defend like a man ! The fal
len prince could not endure to live a fubject 
in a Country in which he had reigned; but 
paffed over, Toon after this into Africa , 
where he was llain in a fight. 
B - Ifabella and Ferdinand made their entrance 
into Grenada, "on the 2d of January 1492, 
amidft the triumphant difcharge of artillery, 
and having the ftreets lined by a double rank 
of foidiers. The town prefented an -afpect 

http://j-C.149z.-1
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of defolation. The Moors hid themfelves in 
their houfes, to conceal their tears and their 
defpair from the conquerors. The royal 
pair went firft to the high mofque which 
was transformed into a church, and there 
gave thanks to. God for their fuccefs. While 
they difcharged this pious duty, the Count 
of Tendilla, the new governor of Grenada,. 

- exalted the triumphant crofs, the flandard 
of Caftile, and that of the order of St James 
upon the higheft tower of the Alhambra.-. 

Thus fell that famous city: thus termina
ted the power of the Moors in Spain, after 
it had lafted feven hundred and eighty two-
years-, from the date of Tarik's conqu-eft. . 

The principal caufes which brought on 
their fall, may be traced In this fhort fketch. 
The firft of thofe arofe from their national 
character: that inconftant fpirit, that love 
of novelty, that inceffant reftleffnefs which 
moved them to change their kings fo often, 
multiplied factions among them, rent their 
empire with difcord,—delivered them at 
iaft into the hands of their enemies, helplefs, 
and wanting that ftrength which they had 

wafted 
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wafted in inteftine broils. They had reafori, 
too, to blame themfelves for their taiie for 
magnificence and fumptuous feftivity, and 
for mouments the conftruchion of which ex-
haufted the public treafure ; while their un-
ceaiing wars hardly left the moid fertile ter
ritory in the world time to renew thole crops 
which were continually wafted by the Spa
niards. Befides, they wanted laws, the on
ly folid balls of a nation's profperity; and 
the defpotifm of their government, deftruc-
tive as it was to all fentiments of patriotic 
attachment, difpofed each individual to re
gard his virtue or intelligence as means mere
ly of attaining perfonal importance, not as 
the patrimony of the ftate. 

Thefe defects in their national character 
and the ftructure of their government, fo 
plainly dangerous, and which occafioned 
their ruin, were however compenfated by 
fome noble qualities which even the Chriftians 
acknowledged them to poffefs. Grave and 
temperate as the Spaniards, although lei's re
gulated by difcipline, nor capable of the 
lame dexterity In their military movements, 

they 
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they, had commonly the advantage in an 
attack, Adverfity never long depreffed 
them ; they regarded it as the will of hea
ven, and fubmitted without murmuring. 
Their tenet of predeftination, no doubt, 
contributed to infpire them with this reilg-
nation. They were zealous obfervers of the 
law of Mahomet j and paid an exact obedi
ence to the precept which enjoins the diftri-
bution of alms ( 1 0 ) : they gave to the poor 
not only bread, and money, but a part of 
their grain, their cattle, and all their goods* 
Whether in town or country, the fick were 
received, provided for, and attended to, 
with pious care. Hofpitality, a virtue for 
which the Arabians have been always fa
mous, flourifhed in Grenada. The people 
delighted to exercife it. Who can read, 
without feeling his heart melted, the ftory 
of that old man of Grenada of whom pro
tection was implored by a ftranger befprin-
kled with blood, and purfued by the officers 
of juftice ? The old man concealed him in 
his houfe. That inftant, the guard came up, 
demanding the murtherer. and bringing to 

VOL. I. Y the 
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the old man, the body, of his fon who had1 

been flain by this man's hand. The unfor
tunate father would not, however, deliver 
up his gueft; but when the guard were 
gone ; Leave my houfe, /aid he to the ajfajfirvy 

that I may putfue thee. 
Such were thofe famous Moors, with-

whom hiftorians being little acquainted, 
have frequently calumniated them. Af
ter their defeat, many of them retired to 
Africa. Thofe who remained in Grenada 
were harraffed by perfecution. The article 
in the late treaty which left them at liberty 
to profefs their own faith, and practife their 
own modes of worfhip, was violated by the 
Spaniards. They were forced to abjure 
their faith, by vexations, threats, and by 
ungenerous arts of all forts. Enraged at 
this breach of faith,, they role in rebellion. 
Theirrefferts were vain. Ferdinand marched 
againft them in perfon, reduced the rebels, 
and with his fword in his hand, faw more 
than fifty thoufand of thofe humbled Moors-
baptized. 
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• "The fucceffors of Ferdinand, Charles V. 
but efpecially Philip II. renewed the perfe-
cution of the Moors*.1 The inquifition was 
eidablifhed at Grenada. Terrours, the fcru-
tiny of informers, and a variety-of punifh-
ments were employed for their eonverlioru 
Their infants were torn from their bofoms, 
to be brought up in the faith of a Saviour 
who ever detefted violence, and preached 
peace. They were robbed of their property^ 
and expofed to accufations upon the flighteft 
lhadow of pretence. Thus reduced to de-
J. c. 1569. J fpair, they again took arms; and 
terrible was the vengeance which they exer-
cifed upon the Chriftian priefts. The: new 
king whom they chofe, Mahomet-ben-Om-
miah, who pretended to be of the blood of 
the Ommiades, fought feveral battles in the 

Y 2 Alpuxaras, 
* The edifts o f Charles V. renewed with additional feve-

rity by Philip II. reformed entirely the Moorifh modes o f 
:life, directed them to adopt the Spanifh drefs and language, 
forbade their women to -wear -veils, forbade them to ufe 
-their baths, or to pra&ife their country dances, and ordered 
all their children, from five to fifteen years of age, to be 
regiftered and fent to the Catholic Schools, &c . Recherche* 
Miftoriques fur les Maures, par M. Chenier, T . II. Guerre, 

t Grenada, de D . Diego de Mendoza , Lib. L 

' ' ' 
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N O T E S 

Alpuxaras, and withftood misfortune for 
two years. He was affaffinated by Ms ad
herents. The fame fate befel his fucceifor. 
The Moors were forced to fubmit again to 
the Spaniih yoke, which became more grie
vous in confequence of their revolt. At laft 
J. C. 1609.3 Philip III. finally expelled them 
from Spain; and the depopulation occafion-
ed by that famous edict gave the Spanifh 
monarchy a wound which ftill bleeds. More 
than an hundred and fifty thoufand of thofe 
wretched exiles palled into France, where 
the good Mng Henry IV. faw them treated 
with humanity. A few others remaining, 
hid thernfelyes among the hills of the Alpux
aras. But the greater number went over 
into Africa, where their unhappy defcen-
dents ftill drag out a wretched exiftence un
der the defpotifm of the Moorifh Mngs; 
and pray their God, every Friday, to carry 
them back to Grenada, 
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TO THE 

S K E T C H OF THE H I S T O R Y OF THE M O O R S , 

FIRST PERIOD. 

( i ) Page 2. The Spaniih. Hiftorians, &c. 

MARIANA, Garibai, Ferrer as, Zurita? 
are hiftorians of very confiderable merit. 
The firft efpeeially, who had diligently 
ftudied the ancients, often writes with 
the ability and eloquence of a Livy He 
feems to have looked upon that admirable 
hiftorian as his model; and is not lets fond 
than he, of prodigies. Thefe authors, in 
their earneftnefs to promote the glory of 
their own nation, are fometimes unjuft to 
others. They often forget that if the love 
of our country be one of the firft of human 
virtues ; the love of truth is,̂  however the 
firft duty of a writer. 

CO 
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(i) Page 3. The Arabian writers, &c. 

Would one readily fuppofe that moil; of 
the Arabian hiftorians fhould fay nothing of 
the famous battle of Tours I Hidjazi only 
relates, that Charles,' king of the French, 
feeing the Arabians in the middle of France, 
avoided fighting them, as he hoped, that 
they would be ruined by their own diffen-
fions. " In fact, adds this hiftorian, the 
Arabians of Damafcus and Yemen, the Be
reberes, and the Modarites, quarrelled a-
mong themiefves, made war on one another., 
and thus failed in the con quell of France." 
Cardonne, Hiftory of Afi "lea, Tome I. P. 130. 

This deficiency may have been occafion-
cd by other and more powerful caufes than 
national vanity. Many of their princes, and 
among others, thofe of the dynafty of the 
Almohades, who reigned in Africa, in the 
twelfth century, forbade, on pain of death, 
the writing of the annals of their reigns. N0= 
vairi relates, that one of thofe prin ces made this 
punifhment to be inflicted on an author who 
had been guilty of the crime againft which 
ft was denounced. This egregious folly 

feems 
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ieems an act, of juftice done by defpotifm 
upon itfelf. 

(.3) Page 3. In the Spanifh. romances* Sec-
Romances of merit always delineate faith

fully the manners of the people among whom 
the fcene is laid. The romanceof Las Guer-
ras civiles de Granada by Ginez Perez de 
Hita which I believe to be a trail nation, or 
at leaft an imitation of an Arabic work, al
though tedious and fantaftic in its ftruclure,.. 
affords more Information concerning the 
Moors, than all the Spanifh hiftorians. It 
has been of great life to me in the competi
tion of this work; I made no fcruple of adop
ting every thing in it that had any relation 
to my Subject. 

I have likewife found various particulars 
concerning the Grenadines in a vaft collec
tion of old Caftilian romances, intitled Ro
mancer 0 general, which I have mentioned in 
the Sketch. But, my chief obligations are 
to that eminent Spanifh -Scholar, Don Juan 
Pablo Forner *'; diftinguifhed alike by his e-

rudition, 
* Eifcal t o his. Cathalic-rcajefty's audience at Seville. 
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rudition and his political abilities; whd 
kindly directed me to the fources from 
which I might draw my materials, and com
municated to me feveral memoirs. I am 
proud to make this public mention of my 
obligations to Don Pablo Forner, who has 
enlightened me by his information, and cor
rected me by his advice. 

(4) Page 5. Since the end of the ilxth cen
tury, he. 

I have taken the liberty to join always to 
the date of our жга, that of the Moflem He-
gira. Some Spanifh hiftorians among whom 
is Garibai, differ from the Arabian writers, 
in refpect to the years of the Hegira. I have 
preferred the Arabian Authority, and have 
adhered to the Chronology of Mr Cardonne, 
who himfeif feveral times affured me, that 
he had been at great pains in afcertaining it. 
Yet, I have fometimes ventured to correct 
him upon the authority of Ferrer as. The 
Arabic proper names, either by the difficulty 
with which they are pronounced, or by our 
ignorance of Arabic orthography, differ much 

more 
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more than the dates in different authors, 
I have, in this cafe, always preferred the 
names which are the moft generally ufed, 
and the leaft uncouth. The chronological 
table of Moorifh kings, prefixed to my book| 
will ferve to clear up whatever doubts may 
be entertained upon this head. 

(5) Page 10. Compel them to embrace Ifla-
mifm, & C i 
The word IJlàmifm is derived from EJlam$ 

which means Confecration to God. This ab-
ftract of the principles of the Moflem religi
on, confifts of phrafes, taken, word for wOrd$ 
from the chapters of the Cow, the Journey^ 
Women, the Smoke, the Gonverjlon, and the 
Table, in the Koran. They are there blend
ed with abfurdities, and inconfiftencies, and 
rendered perplexed by repetitions. But, 
thé work bften glows with genius ; and its 
morality is pure and exalted. Mahomet 
never fpeaks in it, in his own perfon, but 
the angel Gabriel, revealing to him the word 
of God. The prophet liftens and repeats. 
The angel carefully explains every particu-

VOL. I. Z lar, 
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lar, relating not only to religion, but alfo 
to legillation and police. Hence is the Ko
ran a code both of facrsd and of civil law to 
the Modems. One half of the book is in 
verfe; the other half in poetical profe. 
Mahomet was a great poet.; a talent held in. 
fuch eftimation among the- Arabians, that 
people ufed to affemble at Mecca, to judge 
of diverfe-poems which were fixed, up on 
the walls of the Caaba. The victor in this 

'poetic conteft was crowned with great fo-
lenmity. "When Mahomet put up the fecond 
chapter of the Koran, Labid elm rabia, the 
molt famous poet of that time, tore down 
a work which he had offered in competition 
with it, and' confeffed:. himfelf vanquifhed 
by the prophet. . . 
Du Ryer, Vie de'Mahomet s Savary, Traduction du Koran* 

(6) Page 11. He died at Medina, of poi-
fon, Sec-
Mahomet was not that monfter of cruelty 

he has been reprefented to be. He often 
fhewed mercy to the vanquifhed, and even 
forgave perfonal injuries. Caab, fon to 

Zohair-*. 
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Zohair, who: had been one of his bittereft 
enemies, and for whofe head, a price had 
been offered, had the audacity to. appear 
abruptly in the mofque of Medina, while 
Mahomet was there preaching to-the people. 
Caab recited fome ve-rfes which he had com
peted in the praife. of the,prophet. He-heard 
them, with; high, delight, embraced ' Gaab, 
and. taking off his mantle,: put it upon the 
poet.'. The mantle was. afterwards -bought 
from Caab's.family;b}r a, €aliph, for-jthe fum 
of twenty thoufahd' drachma-s, and became 
themoft valued ornament of the fcyereigns 
ofrAdia,?Lwhich::-they - wore -only: at. -iolema 
feftivaisxi : bhcddj iarlqoii; -,rh d.d,/ b 3-,-
r.rotFhelaftacfsof Mahomefslife-prove, that 
•his mind was far from being deeply tinctu
red with cruelty.; : On the evening before 
his'death, he arofe,: repaired to. the mofque, 
leaning on the arm ofiUi, afcended the defk, 
prayed, and addreffed the audience in thefe. 
words: " Modems, Tarn dying. . None of 
you needs longer to..fear me. . If I have 
ftruck any of you ; let him come hither, and 
jet-urn the blows upon my own back. If I 

Z 2 have 
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have robbed any of his property; let him 
repay himfelf from this purfe. If I have in-
fulted any man ; let him now, in his turn, 
infult me. I fubmit myfelf to you: Do 
juftice upon me." One man only ftood 
forward, and demanded three drachmas. 
Mahomet paid his demand, and would have 
added intereft. He then tenderly bade fare-
wel to thofe brave citizens of Medina by 
whofe valour he had been defended. Hefet 
his flaves at liberty, and gave orders for his 
funeral. And although he maintained to 
the laft, the character of the prophet, affert-
ing, even in his dying agonies, that he con
verted with the prophet Gabriel; he never-
thelefs fhewed kind and melting affection 
to his daughter Fatima, his favourite wife, 
Aiezha, and to Ali, and Omar, his difciples 
and friends. All in Arabia lamented him 
with deep forrow, and affumed the garb of 
mourning upon his death. The people 
howled and rolled themfelves in the duft. 
Fatima died of defpair. The poifon which 
put a period to the prophet's days had been 
given him, fome years before, by a Jewefs, 

named 
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named Zainab, whole brother had been flain 
by Ali. This vindictive woman poifoned a 
piece of roafted iamb which fhe ferved up to 
Mahomet. Hardly had Mahomet tafted the 
firft mouthful of his.meat when he fpit it 
out, and cried, that it was poifoned. Yet, 
fo violent was the poifon, that, although 
thus haftily rejected, it continued to afflict 
him through all his fubfequent life, and he 
died of its effects, four years afterwards, in 
the fixty third year of his age. 

The inhabitants of the Eaft continue to 
regard Mahomet with inconceivable refpect 
and veneration. Their doctors affert that 
the world was made for him ; that the firft; 
thing God created, was light; and this light 
became the fubftance of Mahomet's foul, 
he. he. Some maintain, that the Koran 
was uncreated: others have embraced an 
oppofite opinion. Hence a crowd of com
mentators, and of fects ; and hence religious 
wars which have deluged Afia with blood. 

Marginey, Hi/Hire des Arabes ; Savary, Vie de Mahomet: 

D'Herbelot, BMiotheque Orientate. 

(7) Page 
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^7) Page 12. Kaled, who was furnamed the 
/word -of God,: ':'. • r < 
The martial exploits of this Kaled,, related 

by the moft authentic hiftorians, referable 
•thofe of the heroes of romance. Being at 
firft hoftlle to Mahomet, he vanauifhed the 
prophet in the battle of Abed, the only .one 
in which he was ever worfted. Becoming 
afterwards a zealous Moflem, he fubdued 
thofe who revolted, after the death of Ma
homet, routed the armies of Heraclius, con
quered Syria, Paleftine, and a part of Per-
fia. He was equally victorious, too, in ma
ny instances in which he challenged the ge=-
nerals of the enemy, to tingle combat: The 
following fact will iliuftrate his character. 
He befieged the city of Boftra. The.Greek' 
governor, Romanus, feigned as if. he had 
been about to make a tally, and drew out 
his troops in battle-array, in front of the 
Moflem army. When the charge was be r 

ginning to be founded, he demanded .a con
ference with Kaled. The two leaders met 
in the middle fpace between the armies.. 
Romanus then told the Moflem, that he had 

determined 
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determined to Surrender the city, and even 
to embrace Iflamifm ; but, was afraid, left 
his foldiers, by whom he was not beloved, 
might makean attempt upon his life, and beg
ged Kaled to fave him from their vengeance. 

The bell means of all. replied Kaled, is, 
for you to engage me here in fmgle combat. 
This proof of your courage will win you the 
efteem of your troops : and we may, after -
this,, enter upon a treaty. 

So faying, Kaled waited no- reply, but 
drew his fcymetar, and attacked the poor 
governor, who defended himfelf with a 
trembling hand. At each blow that Kaled 
gave him, Romanus ftill cried out; Do you 
mean to kill me ?. No, replied the Moflem ; 
it is all tp do you honour ; the more blows 
you bear, fo much the more efteem will you 
gain. He then left Romanus, ail battered 
by his blows, and half-dead through fear y 
foon took pofleflion of the city; and when 
he next faw the governor, alked him, how 
he did., 

MaFigneyj El/loirs des Arabes, Tome K 

( 8 ) Page 
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(8) Page 15. The warlike tribes of the Ber& 
beres, &c. 
The Bereberes have given their name to 

that part of Africa which which we call Bar-
bary. They are, with great probability, fup-
pofed to be the defcendents of thofe Arabians 
who, coming into Africa with Melek-Yafrik, 
were confounded with the ancient Numi-
dians. Their language which differs confi-
derably from that of the other African 
hordes, may be a corruption of the ancient 
Punic. This is Mr Chenier's opinion. The 
Bereberes ftill remain in the kingdom of 
Morocco, are divided into tribes* and roam 
upon the mountains. They have an aver-
fion for the Moors, and never enter into an 
alliance with them. They own the empe-

, ror of Morocco* for the head of their reli
gion ; but whenever they are diflatisfied with 
him, fcorn his authority. Formidable as 
they are by their number, their courage, 
and their love of independence, they have 
been enabled to retain their ancient manners 
unaltered j and thefe I have defcribed in the 

feventh 
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feVenth book of my work, from Leo Afri-
cahus, Marmot, M. Chenier,' *&c. 

( 9 ) Page 19. Tarik, one of the greatefi 
captains, &c 

Tarik landed firft at mount Calpe, and 
took the town of Heraclea, to which the 
Arabians gave the name,of Djibbel Tarik, 
by us corrupted into Gibraltar. 

(to) Page 23. In the Caliphate of Ye-
zid II. &c. 

This Caliph* the ninth of the Ommiades, 
ended his days in a manner which, demands 
at leaft our pity. He was, one day, di
verting himfelf with throwing grape-ftones 
at his favourite female, HababaB, who re
ceived them in her mouth. Unfortunately, 
one of thofe grape-ftones, for in Syria they 
are much large? than in Europe, ftuck in 
Hababah's throat, and inftantly choaked her. 
Yezid, in defpair, would not permit the 
object, of his love to be interred. He kept 
the corpfe eight days in his chamber, with
out leaving it, a moment. At laft, it be
came putrid, and he was obliged to part 

VOL, I, A a from 
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from it, but died of grief, after ordering:; 
Ms body to be buried in the tomb of his 
dear Hababah. 

Marigny, Htjioire des Arabes :.. T¥lilezbAot,,Bib!zotbeque 
Qrientale, Srfc. 

SECOND PERfOK-

j) Page 3 1 . AH ———; was foon after aC-
faffinated", &c. 

THREE Karegifes (thus are. denominated 
a feci of Modems, who exceed their bre
thren in fanatlcifm) feeing the empire of the 
Arabians diftracted by the. quarrels of Alii, 
Moavias, and Amru, conceived, that they, 
would do a thing agreeable in the fight of 
God, and reftore peace to their country, in 
affaflinating, the three rivals at once. One 
ef them, haftenihg to Damafcus, wounded 
Moavias In the back; butj'.the wound pro
ved not mortal. He who had engaged to 
flay Amru, ftabbed, by miftake, one of his 
friends. The third cut off All, as he was, 
entering the mofque j and the virtuous Ca^ 



IN O T E S. 

liph was the only one againft whom the en-
terprize fucceeded. 

(2) Page 32. Mervan II. the laft Caliph, of 
the race of the Qmmiades, &c. 

This Mervan was furnamed Alhemar, or 
fi.be Afs, a furname highly honourable in the 
Eaft, where this patient, indefatigable animal 
Is held in great efteem. Ariofto has taken 
from the hiftory of this Caliph, his affecting 
epifode of dfabella of Galicia. Mervan, hap
pening to be in Egypt, there fell in love with 
a Chriflian nun, and offered her violence.-
The c'hafte maid, to fave her virtue, offered 
him an ointment which Should render him 
invulnerable, propofing firft to make trial 
of it upon herSelf. She then rubbed hex 
neck with the ointment, and bade the Ca
liph Strike. He Struck off her head. • - -

(3) Page 32. The names of Haroun Alraf-
chid, Almamon, and the Barmecides, &c„ 

' Haroun Al Rafchid or the Juji, obtained 
great fame through the Eaft; Some part of 

Marigny, Hijloire des Arabes, T o m e IL 

D 'Herbelot, Bibliothèque Orientales 

A a 2 which 
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which, with his panegyrical Surname, he 
•undoubtedly owed to the gratitude of thofe 
men of letters whom he honoured with his 
protection. His victories and his love of 
fcience prove him to have been no ordinary 
character. But, his cruelty to the Barme
cides has Sullied the lufbre of his great ac
tions. That illuftrlous family, defcendents 
from the ancient kings of Per da, had done 
the Caliphs the molt Signal fervices, and had 
gained the love and eiteem of the whole 
empire. GiafFar Barmecide, efteemed the 
molt virtuous' of the Modems, and the bell 
writer of the age in which he lived, was 
vizier to Haroun. He conceived a violent 
paffion for the fair Abaffa, the Caliph's filler. 
The princefs was equally in love with i Giaf-
far ; and the caliph who entertained, at leaft 
a very jealous friendship for his Sifter, Saw, 
with pain, their mutual tendernefs. He 
however conSented to their marriage ; but, 
with the caprice of an Oriental def'pot, re
quired GiafFar to bind himfelf by oath, that 
he would never ufe the rights of a hufband. 
The haplefs vizier acquieiced to this condi

tion | 
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tlon; but could not long obferve bis path. 
It happened unluckily, that Abaffa who was 
eminent for her poetical abilities, addreffed 
her hufband, one day, in thefe verfes, which 
have been preferved by the Arabian hiftori-
an, Abu-Agelah. 

Though maiden fhame forbid me to reveal 
The tender paffion, melts my foul away j 
Yet muft I fpeak what love cannot conceal ̂  
Of theeldreamby night; for thee I fighbyday. 

Soon as thine eye has thefe fond 11 nes fur veyed, 
Soon as their purport meets thy mutual heart, 
Deftroy them, inftant; left, by thefe betrayed, . 
Some tell-tale tongue, love's fecret fhould im

part. 

Thou feeit this billet blotted with my tears, 
But, canft not feel my heaving boforn figh; 
Shall I not then o'ercbme my virgin fears, 
And tell my hufband, 'tis for him I die ? 

Giafrar read thefe lines, haftened to his 
lovely wife, and forgat his vow. Abaffa 
was obliged to ufe precautions to conceal her 
pregnancy from her brother. Thefe fuc-
' * ceeded. 
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ceeded. She was fecretly delivered of a fort, 
who was fent to be brought up at Mecca. 
Haroun went, fome years afterwards, in 
pilgrimage to that city, and, by the treach
ery of a Have, came to the knowledge of all 
the circumftances of GiafFar's weaknefs. 
The cruel Haroun (which could hardly be 
believed, if It were not one of the beft au
thenticated facts in the hiftpry of the Eaft) 
made his fitter to be thrown, into a pit, be
headed Giafiar, and put to death, all the re
lations of the unfortunate Barmecide. His 
father, a venerable old man, adored by the 
.whole empire, v/hich he had long governed, 
met death with heroic firmnefs. Imme
diately before his death, he wrote thefe words 
to the Caliph. 

' The accufed goes firft. The accufer mutt 
fhortly follow. Both fhail appear in the pre
sence of a judge who cannot be deceived.5 

The implacable Haroun carried the frenzy 
of his refentment fo far as to forbid the 
names even, of the Barmecides to be' men
tioned. A Moflem, named Mundir, dif-
..daining fubmifiion to this edict, pronoun

ced 
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eed their eloglum publicly. The Caliph--: 
fent for him, and threatened to punifh 
him. You may, indeed, filence me by death,, 
replied Mundir; but not otherwife. Nor 
can you efface the gratitude of your whole 
empire to thofe virtuous minifters... Even 
the remains of the monuments, raifed by a. 
grateful people to their honour, although by 
you deftroyed, will ftill fpeak their praife.. 

Haroun, affected by thefe words, ordered 
a golden bafon to be given in a prefent to 
him who had the magnanimity to utter 
them. Mundir, receiving it, exclaimed j 
here is another favour which I owe to the 
Barmecides. Such was the famous Haroun 
who was. honoured with the appellation of 

Almamon, his fon, obtained no difthv 
guifhing furname, but was - the- mo&.virtu
ous, the- wifeft, and the. befc of men. A 
faying of his, which has been recorded, af
forded a pleafmg proof of the.benevolent 
complexion of his mind. His viziers urged 
him to out to death one of his relations, 
who had pretended to the honours of the 

Caliphate 
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Caliphate, and had rifen in arms againft him',' 
To this Almamon would riot confent, but 
replied, with tears in his eyes ; Ah! did the 
world know with what pleafure I pardon; 
all who have ever offended me, would ea
gerly crowd into my prefence, to confefs 
their faults. 

Under this prince, the Sciences and the 
Fine Arts rofe to the moft flourifhing con
dition. His reign is their moft fplendid 
period among the Arabians. ' 

Marigny, Hijloire des Arabes ; D'Herbetot, Bibliotheque 
Orientals. ' .. 

(4) Page 35. Incurfions of the French into 
Catalonia, &c. 

Hiftorlans are not agreed as to the time 
when Charlemagne entered Spain. It Teems 
to have been in the reign of Abderama I. 
that this Emperor paffed the Pyrenees, took 
Pampeluna, and Saragoffa, and was defeat
ed on his retreat, in the defiles of Ronce-
valle; a place famous in romance for the 
death of Orlando, 

(5) Page 
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(5) Page 41. A government under which 
the rights of the people are reflected, &c« 
The old laws of Arragon, known by the 

name of Fore de Sobrarbe limited the power 
of the fovereign, and counterbalanced it by 
the authority of the Ricos Hombres, and of 
the magistrate denominated Juftiza. The 
form of the oath by which the ftates of Ar
ragon vowed allegiance to their fovereign, 
is univerfally known. Nofque, 

(6) Page 42. The celebrated fchool whofe 
difciples, &c. : . - or.; 
The fchool for mufic, founded at Cordo

va, by Ali-Zeriab, produced the famous 
MoulTali, whom the Orientals confider as 
their chief mnficiam Their mufic confuted 
not, like oUfs, in the concord of feVeral dif
ferent inftruments ; but limply in foft and 
tender airs which the mufician fang, and 
accompanied his voice with his lute. Some
times fevefal Voices and lutes joined to per
form the fame airs in unifon. This mufic 
was, and frill is fufficient for a people, who, 
being pafiionately fond of poetry, defire al-

VOL. I, B b ways 
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ways to near-Intelligibly the verfes which, are: 
fung. Moufiali, the fchplar of Ali-Zeriab, 
of Cordova, became, afterwards, by means 
of his geniuSi for mufie, the favourite of 
Haroun Alrafchid. It is related, that the 
Caliph having, quarrelled with one of his 
female favourites, named Mariah, became 
fo melancholy, - that hisdife was fuppofed to-
be in danger. - Giaffar, the1 Barmecide, his 
firft vizier, alked Abbas-ben-Ahnaf, to com-
pofe feme verfes upon the.quarrel. Thofer 
verfes were fung by Meuffali, in the prefence 
of the'Caliph, who-was- fe-.-affecied by the 
thoughts of the ppet, and the notes of the 
mufician, ;that he went, inftantly to kneel 
before his miftrefs,, and to • afk, and grant. 
pardon. Mariah, in gratitude, fent twenty 
thoufand drachmas to Moufiali and the poet:; 
Haroun gave them forty thoufand*. 

;; . Cardonne, JBftoire a" Afrique, Liv. If. 

(7) Page47.. Theftatueof thefair Have, & c 

- Mahomet, out of abhorrence for idolatry,, 
has, in the Koran, forbidden his followers to 
afe:any imitative figure. But, this precept 

was. 
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•was-never ftrictly obferved. The Caliphs of 
the Eail had their image ftamped upon their 
coins; as may be feen on fuch of them as 
are ftdll preferved by the curious. On one 
fide is the Caliph's-head; on the other, his 
name and fome pafiages from the Koran. 
In the .palaces of Bagdad, Cordova, and 
Grenada, were various figures of animals, 
with many works of Sculpture in marble,, 
and in gold. 

Gardofine, Hijioire a"' Afrique, Liv. IL 

••••(8) Page 50. Theddcheft king in Europe, &c. 

Of this opulence we may judge, by a 
prefent which Abderama III. received from 
one of his Subjects, AbduImelek-ben-Cheid, 
who was railed to the dignity of Firft Vizier. 
The following are the particulars, as enume
rated by the Arabian hiftorian, Ton Kaledan; 
400 pounds of virgin gold ; ingots of filver, 
to the value of 400,000 fequins; 420 of 
aloes wood; 500 ounces of amber-grife 5 
300 ounces of camphire; 30 pieces of cloth 
of gold and filk; 1 o martin fkins from Koraf-
;fan ; 48 houfings for horfes, of cloth of gold 

B b 2 of 
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of Bagdad; 4000-pounds of filk; 3oPerfian 
carpets ; 8 0 0 fets of fteel armour for horfes; 
1 ceo bucklers ; 1 0 , 0 0 0 arrows ; 15 Arabian 
horfes for the Caliph; 1 0 0 others for his 
officers ; 2 0 mules with faddles and trailing 
houfings; 4 0 boys, and 2 0 girls of lingular 
beauty. 

Cardonne, Hiftoire d' Afrique, Liv. II, 

( 9 ) Page 6 2 . The feeble Caliph ——- n u m 

bered, &ct 

Nearly about this time happened the fa
mous adventure of the feven fons of Lara, 
fo much celebrated by the authors of Spanifh 
hiftory and romance. Thofe youthful war-
riours were feven brothers, fons of Gonfalvo 
Gnflos, who was nearly related to the firft 
Counts of Caftile, and Lords of Salas de 
Lara. The brother-in-law of Gonfalvo Guf-
tos, whofe name was Ruy Velafquez, promp
ted by the mifchievous advice of his wife, 
Donna Lara, who alledged that fhe had 
caufe of complaint againft the youngeft of 
the feven brothers, refolved to inflict fevere 
vengeance upon the family. He began with 

fending 
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fending their father. Gonfalvo, on an em-
baffy to the king of Cordova, with fecret 
letters, In which he delired that'prince to cut 
off this enemy to the Modem name. This 
crime the Caliph fcorned to commit: but 
contented himfeif with detaining Gonfalvo 
in confinement. In the mean time, the 
treacherous Velafquez, on pretence of an 
expedition againft the Moors, led his feven 
nephews into an ambufcade, where being 
furrounded by the enemy, they fell, all, af
ter performing the molt wonderful exploits 
in circurnftances, the account of which is 
extraordinarily affecting. The barbarous 
uncle fent the heads of the feven unfortu
nate youths to Cordova, and had them pre-
fented to the father in a golden plate, cover
ed with a veil. The father, on removing 
the cover from the plate, fell to the ground 
in a. fwoon. The Caliph enraged at the 
bafenefs of Velafquez, fet Gonfalvo at liber
ty. But Velafquez had power to protect 
him from the vengeance of Gonfalvo. He 
made fome ineffectual attempts; but age 
Impaired his vigour. He, with his wife, 

in 
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in folitary retirement, wept for the fate of 
their children ; when an avenger came from 
a quarter from which they had no hopes. 

Gonfalvo, while a prifoner at Cordova, 
had made fuccefsful love to the lifter of the 
Moorifh fovereign. This princefs had, after 
his departure, born him a fqn, whom fhe 
named Mudarra Gonfalvo. At the age of 
fifteen, the youth being informed of his fa
ther's name, and of Gonfalvo's treacherous 
cruelty, refolved, with the gallantry of a 
hero, to avenge his murdered brothers, 
He left Cordova, challenged Velafquez, kil
led him, cut off his head, bore it to old 
Gonfalvo, and demanded to be acknow
ledged for his Ton, and to be inftructed in 
Chrifidanity. Gonfalvo's wife rejoiced to 
be called the mother of this brave baflard. 
Mudarra was folemnly adopted into Gonfal
vo's family. The wife of Velafquez was fto-
ned to death, and her body burnt. From 
this Mudarra Gonfalvo, the Manriquez of 
Lara, one of the moft illuftrious houfes in 
Spain, deduce their defcent. 

Mariana, Hijioire d'Efpagne, Liv. VIIf. Chap. 9. Gari-
sai, Compend. biJU T o m e I. Lib. 19. 

THIRD 
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THIRD PERIOD; \ f e | j g5n£g 

( i ) Page 67. Three bifhcps of Catalonia, &c. 
THOSE three bifhops, who fell fighting 

for the Moors in the battle of Aibakara, in 
the year 1010, were Arnulph, bifhop of 
Tic, Acoio, bifhop of Barcelona, and Otho?; 

bifhop of Girona. 
Mariana; Bijtoire d'Effagne, .Li v. VIII. Chap . ic . , 

( 2 ) Page 72. Always ready, in his favour, &c» 

Rodr.igo Diaz De Bivar, furnamed the Cidv: 

famous for his amour with Chimena, and-: 
his duel with- Count Gormas, has been the 
fubject of various poems and romances. Al
though we.fhould refufe faith to the won
derful ftories which romance has propagated 
concerning this hero> yet, is it certain,., 
from the tefliniony of hiftorians, that the 
Cid was not only the braveft knight of his-
age, but the moft virtuous and generous of 
men. He had already fignalized himfelf by 
his? exploits, in the reign of Ferdinand E 

king. 
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king of Caftile. When, in the year 10505 
Sancho II. fon to that prince fought to de
prive his filter Urraqua unjuftly of the city 
of Zamora, the Cid boldly remonftrated a-
gainft the injuftice of the deed ; reprefenting 
it as a violation equally of the rights of con-
fanguinity and the. laws of honour. The 
haughty and paffionate Sancho banifhed the 
Cid, but was, foon after, obliged to recall 
him. When, by the death of Sancho, who 
was treacheroufiy flairi before .Zamora, the 
crown devolved to his brother, Alphonfo VI. 
the Caftilians required their new monarch 
to declare by a folemn oath, that he had no 
concern in his brother's death. None other 
dürft propofe this oath to the monarch; but 
the Cid made him fwear it at the very altar 
before which he was crowned; intermin
gling wdth the appeal to God, the moft 
dreadful imprecautions upon perjurers. Al
phonfo never forgave him. The Cid was 
foon after fent into banifhment, on pretence, 
that he had entered the territories of Alma-
mon, king of Toledo, wdth whom Alphonfo 
was then at peace ; and Rodrigo had indeed 

purfued 
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purfued fome fugitives beyond the boundary 
between the two kingdoms. The time of 
this banifhment turned out the moft glori
ous period in the Cid's life. It was then he 
made his greateft conqueft from the Moors, 
aided only by thofe brave knights whom his 
reputation had attracted to join his Standard. 
Alphonfo recalled him, and feemingly resto
red him to his favour ; but, a monarch's 
favour could not be long preferved by a man 
of Rodrigo's open dignity of mind. Being 
again banifhed from the Court, he went 
upon the conqueft of Valencia. Making 
himfelf matter of that ftrong city, and of 
many other towns, with an exteniive terri
tory, he might have affumed fovereign ho
nours : but he never would : continuing ftill 
the faithful Subject of Alphonfo, although 
Alphonfo had often injured and offended 
him. The Cld died at Valencia, in 1 0 9 9 , 
full of years and of glory. He had only one 
fon who was flain, young, in a Single com
bat. His two daughters, Donna Elvira and 
Donna Sol married two princes of the houfe 
of Navarre ; and through a long train of al-

VOL, I C c liances;, 
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iiances, are among the anceftors of the Bour
bons who now reign in France and Spam. 

Mariana, ffiftoire tfEJpagne, Liv. IX. and X : Garibay 

Gompeud. Hiflor. T o m e II. 'Lib. %. 

C%} Page 7 2 . More ferocious, more Sangui
nary, &c. 

The hiftory of Africa exhibits one conti
nued' feries of murthers. Thefe are always 
accompanied and' diverfified by circumftan-
ces of extreme atrocity.- The reader fhud-
ders at the tale of every page. To judge of 
human nature from fach bloody annals; 
one would be tempted to fuppofe man, the 
moil cruel, ferocious, and mlfchievous of all 
lavage animals. Among the monfters of 
inhumanity who have held a fceptre in Af
rica, an Abu Ifhak of the race of the Aghle-
bites', diitinguifiied himfelf particularly by 
butchering find eight of his brothers, and 
after that, fliedding.wdth his own hand, the 
blood of his own children. " This monfter's 
mother, with difficulty, laved from his fury, 
fixteen female children that were born to 
Mm. at different times by his numerous wives. 
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'One clay, ns fhe was dining with him, {he 
Seized a moment when he feemed to regret 
his want of children, and, in trepidation, 
avowed to him, that flie had faved fixteen 
of his daughters. The tyger's heart feemed 
.Softened; and he defired to fee them. They 
came into his pretence. Their tender age, 
.and beauty, affected the lavage Ifhak.1 He 
carreffed them, a long while. His mother, 
weeping for joy, retired to thank God for 
the change upon her ton's heart. Within 
an hour, however, the eunuchs, by the king's 
orders, brought her the heads of the fixteen 
princeffes. 

I could relate many fimilar inftances of 
the atrocious cruelty of the- execrable. Ifhak, 
upon the authority of .refpeciable hiftorians. 
His reign was long; he was fucceisful in all 
•wars ; and died, at laid, of difeafe. 

Cardonne, Hifcoire d? Afrique, Liv. IIL 

Time has not Softened the Sanguinary 
ferocity which feems to be a vice, peculiarly 
incident to the climate of Africa. In our 
days, MuIey-AbdaUa, father of Sidi Mahomet, 
;the laft king of Morocco, renewed thofe 

C c 2 fcenes 
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fcenes of horrour. He was, one day, near 
to being drowned, crofting a river. One of 
his negroes ran to his affiftance, and congra
tulated himfelf on his having the happinefs 
to fave his lord. Muley overhearing him, 
drew his fabre, and faid; Does the infidel 
imagine that God needed tosmploy him, in order 
to fave the life of a Sherriffe / So faying, he 
cut off his head. 

This fame Muley had an old confidential 
fervant for whom he feemed to have a kind-
nefs. In an hour of open confidence, he 
begged this old fervant to accept a prefent 
of two thoufand ducats, and leave him ; left 
he might, one day or another, fhare the 
fame fate from his mailer's hand, which had 
befallen fo many others. The old man, em
bracing his knees, refufed the two thoufand 
ducats, and with great emotion, faid, that 
he had rather die by his dear matter's hand, 
than leave his fervice. Muley unwillingly 
agreed to retain him. Some days afterwards, 
•without having any particular caufe of pro
vocation, but urged merely by that thirft 
for blood which ufed fometimes to rife to 

extraordinary 
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extraordinary rage; Muley {hot his unfor
tunate favourite; telling him, at the fame 
time, that he had better have accepted his 
offer. 
Recherches hijloriquesfur les Maures, par M . Chenier: T . III. 

Such anecdotes, it is not pleafing to relate; 
but they mark the manners : and imprefs 
the mind with a horrour for defpotifm, and 
and a love for the laws ; fentiments which 
are never unprofitable. 

( 4 ) Page 7 8 . And enjoyed the double glo
ry, &c. 

Averroes was one of the firft families in 
Cordova. His tranflation of Ariftotle was 
tranflated again into Latin ; and was, for a 
long while, the only verfion we had, of that 
author. His other works, De Naiura Orbis, 
De Re Medica, are ftill held in eftimation 
among the learned, Averroes is jufdy re
garded as the firft of the Arabian Philofo-
phers. The Arabians have not indeed many 
philofophers to boaft of; although abun
dance of conquerors and prophets. His 
phiiofophy did him mifchief. It infpired 

him 
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Mm with an indifference for his own and al 
•other religions, by which he drew on him-
;felf the enmity of the priefts and fanatics, 
and afforded an advantage again ft hi in felt 
"to thofe who envied his talents and fame. 
They accufed him to the emperor of Moroc
co, as a heretic Averroes was fentenced to 
do penance at the gate of the mofque, by 
expofing his face to be fpitten upon by all 
the faithful who fhould go to pray for his 
converfion. He underwent the punifhment, 
repeating thefe words .;• Moriatur anima ma 
Tnorte •philofophorum. 

( 5 ) Page 8 6 . And breaks chains of iron^ &c= 

This king of Navarre was Sancho VIII. 
furnamed the Brave. It was in memory of 
thofe chains, broken by him, at the battle 
of Toloza, that he affumed, in addition to 
the former armorial bearing of Navarre, 
chains of gold on a field gulls. 

=.(6) Page 9 1 . Coufin-gerrnan to Saint Lew-

-Blanche, mother to Saint Lewis, was 
.daughter .of Alphonfo, the Noble, king .of 

Caftile. 
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Caftile. She had a filter, Berengera, who 
was married to the king of Leon, and was 
mother to Ferdinand III. Several hiftorians,. 
and among others, Mariana and Garibai, 
maintain,, that Blanche was elder than Be
rengera. Confequently, Lewis mull have 
been rightful heir to the crown of Caftile. 
France long held up this claim. Others-fay,, 
that Berengera was the eldeft. It is afto-
nifhing that, this point of hiftory Should ne
ver have been cleared up. But, It was na
tural that Ferdinand's rights fhould prevail, 
as they were Supported by the affection o£ 
the Caftilians. 

• FOURTH PERIOD. 

( i ) Page n o . Alphonfo the Wife - at 
cended the throne, &c. 

It was this Alphonfo the Wife, who faid 
jocularly, that if he had been of the council 
of heaven, when God created the world, he 
could have given his maker good advice. 
Hiftorians have dealt feverely with him for 
this, fally of pleafarrtry. Alphonfo the Wife 

was 
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was a great aftronomer. His Alphonfine Ta
bles have gained him high reputation. His 
collection of Laws, intituled Las Partidas, 
proves, that he was not lefs careful of the 
happinefs of his people, than attentive to his 
Studies. In that collection are thefe remark-
able words, written by a king in the 13th 
century; the tyrant tears the tree up by the 
root; a wife prince only prunes it. 

( 2 ) Page 1 1 2 . To procure his election to the 
imperial throne, &c. 

Alphonfo the Wife was chofen Emperor 
in the year 1 2 5 7 ; but he was then at too 
great a diftance from Germany, and had his 
hands fo full at home, that he could not a-
vail himfelf of the rights he had acquired by 
that election. In 1 2 7 3 , he made a voyage 
to Lyons, where Pope Gregory X . then was, 
in order to plead his caufe before that pon
tiff. The pope decided in favour of Ro-
dolph of Hapfburgh, the founder of the 
houfe of Auftria. Thus did the popes dis
tribute crowns. 
. Revolutions cPEfpagn?) Tome I. Liv. III. 

(3) Page 
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( 3 ) Page 114. Sancho " neverthelefs 
reigned after him, he. 

This Sahcho, fufnamed the Brave, who 
carried arms againft his father, and Succeed
ed him on the throne, was only fecond fon 
to Alphonfo the Wife. The deleft, Ferdk 
nand de la Cerda, a mild and virtuous prince 
died in the flower of his age, leaving two 
infant fons, who were born to him by his 
wife, Blanche, a daughter of Saint Lewis. 
To deprive thefe children of their rights, the 
ambitious Sancho made war upon his father. 
He Succeeded in his difhoneft pur pole. But, 
the princes de la Cerda, being Supported by 
France and Arragon, and gathering to them 
all the Malcontents in Caftile, harraffed him 
with long and biody civil wars. 

Mariana, T o m e I. Liv. 14 : Garibai, Ferreras, & c . 

(4) Page 123= Ferdinand IV. Surnamed The 
Summoned, &c. 

Ferdinand IV. Son and Succeifor to Sancho 
the Brave, was yet in his childhood, when 
he mounted the throne. His minority was 
a period! of civil turbulence. But, the ge-

VOL. L D d nius 
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nius and great qualities of Queen Maria', Els 
mother, calmed the factions, and reduced: 
all to tranquillity. He was denominated 
the Summoned; becaufe, he, having, in a fit 
of fury, ordered two brothers of the name 
of Cauajal, who were accufed, but not con
victed of an affailination, to bedafhed head
long from a precipice ; thofe brothers, with 
their dying breath, afferted their innocence, 
appealed to the laws of God, and-fummoned 
the furious Frederick to compear, within 
thirty days, before the judge of kings. Pre-
cifely at the end of thofe thirty days, Ferdi
nand who-was-then marching againft the 
Moors, retired to ffeep after dinner, and was 
found dead on his- bed- The inhabitants 
of Spain attributed his fudden death.to the 
extraordinary interference of divine juftice. 
It would have been well, if his fucceifors, 
efpecialiy Peter the Cruel, had been per-
fiiaded of this, 

Mariar.ay.T. I. Liv.-ij-. Chap, 

iS) -Page 
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¿̂ 5!) Page 124 . Retired within the walls :pf 
the Tariffe, &c. 

After :Sancho the Brave -had made: him-
•Self mafter of Tariffe, the Africans laid liege 
to it. During this liege, Alphonfo of Guz
man, the Spanifh governor of the town, 
difplayed an act of heroifm worthy of the 
Stern virtue of ancient Rome, but which 
only a parent's heart can eilimate in all its 
value. In a faliy of the befieged, - Guz
man's fon was taken prifoner. The beiiegers 
brought him before the walls,.and threaten
ed to put him immediately -to death, unlefs 
the governor fhould Surrender the town. 
Guzman made no reply, but threw out a 
poniard to thofe in whofe hands his fon was, 
and retired within the battlements. With
in a few moments, he heard the Spaniards 
utter aloud and dolorous Shout. He ran 
out, and alked the cauSe. He was told, that 
the Africans had killed his fon. God be 

<praifed! laid he, / feared that the town was-

iaken ! 
Revolutions d'Efpagiie, Tome I. Liv, 4 . 

D d 2 
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(6) Page 132. The celebrated Ines de Cat 
tro, &c. 

Peter of Portugal's paffton - for Ines de 
Caftro was fo exceffive, that it may perhaps 
ferve to excufe the atrocious cruelties which 
he exercifed on her murderers. They were 
three of the principal noblemen in his king-
dom, named Gonzales, Pacheco, and Coello. 
They had ftabbed her with their own hands, 
in the arms of her women. Peter, who was 
then, only prince of Portugal, feemed, from 
that moment, to have loft his reafon; and 
the mild virtues by which he had been hi
therto diftinguifhed, were now converted 
into brutal ferocity. He took up arms a-
gainft his own father, and wafted with fire 
and fwordj the provinces in which the ef-
tates of the affaffins were fftuate. Affoon as 
he fucceeded to the throne, he required 
Peter the Cruel, of Caffile, to deliver up to 
him Gonzales and Coello, who had fought 
refuge in that prince's dominions. Pacheco 
had retired to France, and there died. Peter, 
when his enemies had thus fallen into his 
hands, inflicted on them the levereft punifh-

ments 
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•merits he could contrive. He made their 
hearts to be torn out of their bodies, while 
they were yet alive, and took a pleafure in 
being prefent him'elf at the horrid fpectacle. 
After glutting his vengeance in this manner, 
the lover, in all the extravagance of love 
and grief, had the body of his dear Ines, 
taken up from the grave, arrayed the corpfe 
in magnificent robes, fet the crown on her 
livid and disfigured brow, proclaimed her, 
queen of Portugal, and obliged the gran
dees of his Court to do her homage, 

Hifcoire de Portugal, par Lequien de la Neuville, Liv. H. 

(7) Page 135. Moft of the works of thofe 
Grenadine authors, &c. 

After the taking of Grenada, Cardinal 
Ximenes burnt every copy of the Koran he 
could find. The foldiers, in their ignorance 
and fuperftition, imagined every thing in 
Arabic characters to be a copy of the Koran, 
and, in this idea, burnt a great variety of 
other works in profe and verfe. 

(8) Page 
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£ 8 ) Page .151 The Abencerragoes, a power-. 
: ful tribe, &c. 

The inhabitants of Grenada, and all the 
Moors, in general, were divided into tribes, 
confiiting -each, of all' the defcendents of 
the fame family. Thofe tribes were more 
or lefs numerous, and in more or lefs efti-
mation; but, they Were never intermin
gled or divided. Each had its own chief, 
who was the reprefentative in the male line 
of the founder of the. family. In Gre
nada, there were two and thirty diftincl 
tribes. The moil famous were the Abencer
ragoes, the Zegries, of whom frequent men
tion will be made In. the courfe of this work, 
the Alabez, the Almorades, the Vanegas, the 
Gomeles, the Abid.ba.rs, the Ganzuls, the A-
benamars, the Aliatars, the Reduans, the Al-
doradins, &c. Thefe tribes were often at 
variance among themfelves ; and their mu
tual enmities were tranfmitted from father 
to fon. Hence the frequency of their civil 
wars. ' 

. . . • (9) Page 

http://Abid.ba.rs


{9) Page i"54". Ifabella married Ferdinand^ 
king of Sicily, &c. 
The marriage of Ferdinand with Ifabellat 

was brought about in a'lingular manner. I-
fabella, after that the had been betrothed to: 
Ferdinand's eldeft . brother, Don Carlos^ 
prince of Viana, whole life and misfortunes 
are among the moll intereiling articles in the 
hifiory of Spain.; after that fhediad been pro-
mifed to Pacheco, the Grand-matter of Ca-
latrava; and had been wooed by Alphonfn, 
king of Portugal, by the Duke of Guienne" 
brother to Lewis XT of France, by the;broi 
ther of .King Edward of England :—Ifabella, 
after ail thefe: circumflancesj determined in 
favour of young Ferdinand, heir to the 
crown of Arragon; and at that time, king 
of Sicily. It was neceffary to deceive Hen
ry IV. king of' Caudle, who formally oppo-
fed the match. Carillo, archbifhop of To
ledo, whofe long life was fpent in the buttle 
of faction and intrigue, took this charge u-
pon him; He firft carried off Ifabella from 
the court of the king, her brother,, and pla
ced; her in Security at Valladolid. He then 
:. . conducted 
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conducted to the fame place, young Ferdi
nand, in difguife, and attended only by four 
gentlemen. The marriage-ceremony was 
immediately performed, in the fimpleft and 
moid fecret manner pofiible. The young 
couple who were toj be one day proprietors 
of the riches of the New World, were, u-
pon this occafion, obliged to borrow money 
from their fervants, for defraying the trif
ling expence attending their nuptials. They 
foon after parted : and aifoon as the king of 
Caftile was informed of their marriage, a 
train of troubles, factions, and civil wars 
followed. 

Ifabella was fomewhat elder than Ferdi
nand. She was fmall, but handfome. Her 
hair was Very fair ; her eyes were of a dark 
hazel colour, and very- animated; her com
plexion was rather of an olive hue; her 
whole countenance was pleating and digni
fied. Ferdinand was of the middle ftature ; 
his complexion was a dark brown * his eyes 
black and animated; his air grave and al
ways calm. He was extremely fober, eat 
.only two meals in the day,band drank only 

. twice 
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twice at each meal. The moral characters 
of this illuftrious pair may be found in eve
ry hiftory. 

Revolutions d'Efpagne, T o m e IV. Liv. 8 : Mariana, Hiji. 
d'E/pe.gne, T o m e II. Liv. 25 : Bifi. de Ferdinand and 
d'Ifabelle, par M . L 'Abbe Mignot, & c . 

(10) Page 169. —-diftribution of alms, &c. 
Alms-giving is one of the precepts which 

are molt affiduoufly inculcated in the Maho
metan religion. It is recommended by va
rious parables, and by one, among others, 
which I cannot refufe myfelf the pleafure of 
repeating. " The fupreme judge will, at 
the laft day, bind upon him who has not 
given alms, a terrible ferpent whole fling 
will inceffantly wound the griping hand that 
was fhut to the unfortunate." 

Religion de Mahomet, Sec. Relandus, Lecon dixieme. 
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HE Subject introduced. Refpectful addrefs tè 

the Spanijh nation. Ifabella and Ferdinand 

oejiege Grenada. The people o.nd the heroes 

who accompaniedthem. • Characters of. Fer

dinand, and Jfab'ella. Portrait of GONSALVO. 

Gonfalvo fent ambaffador to Fez. Gonfalvo 

falls in love with a fair unknown lady. Mu

tual friendjhip of Gonfalvo and La,ra. The 

Mng of Fez deceives Gonfalvo. Thè hers 

makes the Moor"fignterms of peace. Gonfalvo 

in danger, lie is faved by an old captive. 

: He makes his efcape in a bark. The bark is 

broken.by a te-mpeft. Gonfalvo taken onboard, 

a Jhip. V/hom he -meets with, in that foip. 

Combat and victory of the hero. Helis-wour^ 

ded. He arrives at Malaga.. / 
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- •" BOOK FIRST. 

" ^ X E chañe ñymphs who bathe your low-
A ing trefles in the limpid water S'of the 

Guadalquivir ; who, beneath-orange fhades, 
cull'the flowers which-Spring, in gay profu
sion, on the-rich plains of Andalufia; come, 
infpire -my fong, and teach me to celebrate 
the heroes' who have trodden the banks which 
ye delight to adorn. Exhibit again to my 
view the bloody battles fought under the 
walls of Grenada, with the victories,, the 
loves, and the misfortunes of Gonfalvo. 
Tell, alio, how -the courage of Ifabella, and 
the prudence of Ferdinand delivered Spain, 
at laft, from its ancient ufurpers ; and how 
-civil, difcord precipitated the ruin of the 
Moors. Adorn and animate the ftory with 
all the graceful delicacy of Pathos, "and all 
that happy copioufnefs of imagination which, 
in fb peculiar a manner, diftinguiih your fqr-

A 2 túnate 

s 
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tunate country. Veil with your garlands 
the auftere brow of truth. But, while ye 
addrefs to tender hearts, a tale of foft joys 
and pains, fuch as they muft, themfelves, 
have experienced: remind, at the fame time, 
all the fovereigns of the world, that juftice 
and virtue are the heft Supporters of their 
thrones. 

Ye generous SPANIARDS, brave and mag
nanimous nation ; lovers whole tendernefs 
and conftancy afford the moft exalted model 
of this amiable .paifiqn; invincible warriours, 
upon whofe wide conquefts the fun never 
lets; to you I confecrate the tale in winch I 
have endeavoured to exprefs the two.fenti-
pients that are deareft to your hearts, facred 
honour and ardent love. Difdain not my 
homage ; it is pure, fincere, and perhaps the 
firft that has been offered to your nation by 
a ftranger, a Frenchman, who rejoices, that 
Spain, once the rival,• is now the friend of 
his country. 

Ifabelia was miftrefs of Caftille ; Arragon 
was Subject to Ferdinand. -This royal pair, 
by their union in the happy bonds of wed

lock 
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lock had joined their crowns, without confo-
lidating their dominions. They were both 
In the flower of their age, and being equal
ly animated^ by a paffionate love of glory, 
were moved alike with indignation to be
hold the fin eft diftricds of Spain ftill fubjecl 
to the Moflems. Eight hundred years of 
war had not been fufficient to wreft from 
the children of Ifmael, all the conquefts of 
their anceftors. Although often vanquifhed,, 
yet never entirely fubdued; they ftill pof-
feffed thofe delightful mores which are wafh-
ed by the African fea, from the pillars of 
Hercules to the tomb of the Scipios. Gre
nada was, their capital; and the territories 
of Grenada alone, made Boabdil a powerful 
monarch. 

But, the impetuous Boabdil had provoked 
the refentment of Ifabella. By the violation 
pf treaties, and by excursions into Andalufia, 
he had haftened the day of vengeance.. The 
trump of war had been heard from the mouth 
pf the Bcetis to the fource of the Ebro. - All 
Spain was in commotion. Ferdinand, with 
his faithful Arragonefe, haftened to join the 

armies 
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armies of his queen. The fallen Catalaniand 
the impetuous Arragonefe, the fubtle Bale-
-arian! followed upon his footfteps. The 
Tuftic Afturians defcended from their hills: 
Ancient Leon .marfhalled. its bands. The 
faithful Caftilians flew to. arms. The royal 
pair were ibon mailers of molt of the flrong 
places which oppofed their progrefs to .Gre
nada, and foon fat down before its walls. ; 

Never had fo many illuftrious chiefs join
ed to affail a fingle city. Never had fo ma
ny heroes met in the fame camp. Among, 
•thefe, the moll eminent were the Mendozas, 
the Nugnez, and- the Medinas: Guzman, 
the haughty Guzman, proud of his defcent 
from kings: Aguilar, who believed virtue 
-more ancient than nobility : Ferdinand Cor-
tez, yet a {tripling, and now railing in war 
for the iirft time the arm that was to fubdue 
Mexico: the amiable prince of Portugal, 
Alphonfo, fon-in-law to Ifabella,—Alphonfo 
whofe lofs was to be fo long lamented by 
his unhappy fpoufe defiined to-furvive him : 
and the invincible Lara, the ready protector 

tof the pppreffed,—Lara, dear to his country 
whole 
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whofe ornament he was, and dearer ftill to" 
friendfhip of which he was a moft iiluftrious. 
pattern: the venerable Tellez. who ftill glow
ed with youthful courage, although" age had-
whitened over his hairs, and who had, for 
fifty years, conducted the unconquered band 
of the knights, of Calatrava-: with a crowd 
of other warriours, the flower, the pride of 
Spain, who all acknowledged the happy huf-
ba'nd of Ifabeiia- for their chief, and had 
vowed to die or. conquer with Ferdinand. 

Ferdinand- checked their valour, and 
fought to delay the affault. Skilled in. the 
art of dividing, in order to conquer, of fe-
curing victory, before marching out to'the 
battle; he had fomented thofe inteftine dif-
fenfions: by-which Grenada was diffracted; 
thus- enfeebling a people whom he was-fiiort-
ly-to attack. Ferdinand knew to conceal 
his counfels in'impenetrable fecrecy, to'exe
cute' them filently, and by a long and- cir
cuitous progrefs, to attain his purpofes. No 
obftacles could provoke him to impatience 
for- thefe were all forefeen by his prudence. 
The future could never furprize him; for 
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its uncertainty was ftiil previoufly fixed by 
bis fagacity. Active, patient, indefatigable, 
a rival to the braveft in the field, in council^ 
unrivalled; his arm alone might have flayed 
the capricious flight of fortune, had fhe not 
been enchained by his genius. 

The high-minded Ifabelia knew only to 
conquer. Affection to her people, and dê  
vout attachment to her religion prompted 
her to purfue the Moor, as the irreconcile-
able, enemy of her nation and her faith. Ho-
nour bade her hafte to the fight; and ho
nour was her prudence: her great foul needs 
not to hide one fentiment it feels* Habitua
ted to render an account to her God, of hef 
mofl fecret thoughts, fhe little fears the eye 
of man. Suftained by virtue, fhe moves on,< 
with an open front; Generous, lofty in 
her fentiments, endowed with a feeling hearty 
rigid to herfelf, juft to all, the pattern, and 
the idol of her Subjects; her counfels are in 
the difcharge of her duties, her ftrength in 
her native courage, and her hope in the moft 
High, 

Already 
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Already had the plains been enfanguined 
by the blood of thefe contending nations ; 
already had the fun run half his annual courfe, 
fince the commencement of the liege; yet| 
itill the flrength of Grenada flood unfhaken. 
The befieged feemed, on the contrary to be 
animated with new force, fince Gonfalvo, 
the greater!, the mofi Intrepid, the dough-
tieft champion among the Spaniards, had 
left their camp: Gonfalvo who, although 
he had hot yet attained his five and twen
tieth year, was, however, refpecdfully con-* 
fulted by the old captains : Gonfalvo whofe 
redoubtable arm was never railed againfi an 
antagonift, who could hold victory in fuf-
penfe, and whofe amiable virtues were adored 
even by the vanquifhed. Born in Cordova, 
and practifed from infancy, in the inceffant 
wars which Grenada waged with its neigh
bours ; battle was his firfl joy, and the 
fpoils of the Moors, his inheritance. From 
his earlieft days,: he had known to con
quer and to pleafe. Nature had lavifhed 
on him her befit gifts. Clad in fteel, and-
having dais cafque on his brow, his lofty .fta-

VOL. II. B tare, 
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ture, dignified air, ftrength more than hu
man, and courage even exceeding his 
ftrength rendered him terrible in the fields of 
fight: when dlfarmed, his graceful beauty, his 
mild yet piercing eye, his features display
ing a mixed - expreffion of open goodnefs 
with noble elevation of mind, attracted and 
captivated every female heart. His rivals, 
jealous of. him when he was - at a diftance, 
durft entertain no Such prefamptuous Senti
ments in his prefence: their envy died in 
defpaif ;..and they could not help loving him, 

Gonfalvo -was then the victim of the ba-
feft. perfidy. Seid, king-of Fez, had, at the 
felicitation of the Grenadines, threatened 
an invafion of the coaft of Andalufia. The 
fovereigns of Spain,, unwilling-, to -turn back 
from the career of conqueft on which they 
had entered, had afked peace from the Af
rican. Conditions were offered. But, Seid, 
informed by fame of the name of the great 
Gonfalvo,, demanded, that he fhouid repair,, 
as amhaffador. to his court; and refufed to 
treat with any other than this renowned 
warriour.. Ifabeiia long: hefitated. The fear 
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of a new enemy, and the perfuaiion, that 
her hero would return with quick difpatch, 
at length determined her. Gonfalvo having 
been long before inftructed in the language 
and manners of the Arabians, was charged 
by his fovereigns with the care of fecuring 
their tranquillity on the fide of Africa. • A 
ihip conveyed him to Fez, where the perfi
dious Seid, at-the :requeft of Boabdil, dt\ 
tained himunder various pretences, deferred 
-the final: ratification of the treaty, and thus 
•revived the hopes and the energy of Grenada. 

Gonfalvo, incapable of diftrud, yet impa
tient of thefe long delays, complained of 
an honour which confined his courage to 
inactivity. Nor, though pafiionately fond 
of glory, did his heart figh for this alone. 
A more lively, but lefs fortunate pafiion 
occupied his whole foul ; love, irrefiftible 
love had fubdued his lofty mind: amidft 
alarm, and even in the bofom of the victory, 
the hero had yielded to the power of love. 

A fhort time before the fiege, Gonfalvo, 
victorious over the Moors, had appeared be-
fore their ramparts, triumphed over them 

B 2 a g a i n s 
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again, forced his way into the city^ and car
ried death and terrour to the very middle 
of Grenada. All fell, or fled before him. 
A ftream of blood marked the path he 
took. If the Caftilians could have follow
ed him, that day would have been the laid 
to Boabdil and his empire. But, Zulema, 
iiider to the king, and daughter to the 
virtuous Muley .HafTem, who, from her 
infancy, furpaned all the beauties of Africa 
and Iberia, advancing from amidft the ter
rified multitude, ftood'aghaft at fight of the 
carnage, and kneeled, trembling, upon the 
ftair before the royal palace. With hands 
raifed to heaven, and her countenance ba
thed in tears, file invoked, and fobbing im
plored him to remove that terrible warriour 
who urged on, with death and. terrour in his 
train. That very inftant, Gonfalvo appeared, 
with, his fword in his hand, covered over 
with blood, hewing out his way, through the 
falling and flying herd. He funs, he flies, 
he fees the princefs * * * * his fword is fuf-
pended, his hand ftays its impetuous career. 
With motionlefs admiration, he gazes on 

thofe 
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Aofe ravifliiiig features which grief and ter? 

rour feemed only to improve ; thpfe eyes 
whofe dazzling azure, at once foftened and 
inflamed the heart ; that brow on which 
dignity appeared in union with timid mo-
defty j and thofe long ebon treffes which 
halt floated in diforder under her purple veO? 

while the other half which was moiftened 
by her tears, hung down upon the marble. 
All the charms in which nature delights tq 
array virtue, adorned the young Zulema. 
Such, or lefs lovely perhaps, appeared the 
tenderhearted Chimena, when file came to 
Implore the juftice of her king upon a hero 
whom fhe adored. -

Gonfalvo received a fudden wound which 
was never to be healed ; the foft poifon of 
love Was infufed into his heart. He trem
bled, he fighed, he was inflamed. He felt an 
unextinguilhable fire kindled through his 
whole foul. Forgetting Grenada, war, and 
the dangers to which he was expofed, he 
was about to alight from his horfe, and to 
raife and encourage the trembling prihcefs. 
But, the enemies rallying, poured thick u-

род 
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pon him iff om "all quarters.' The found of 
a thoufan'd ftrokes upon his armour roufed 
him from his amorous reveries. He reco
vered his prefence ;of mind, and raifed his" 
arm to defend himfelf; hut, his wonted .ar
dour had fprfaken him. He yields to the 
numbers that "prefs upon him; he retires, 
with his eyes Sill gazing on Zulema, faintly 
repelling the attack of the. affailants, .and 
forgetting'Ms glory and his life, only to caft 
a laft glance upon her whom he .could not 
endure to leave, and on whom .his deitiny 
was Soon to-depend. He at laid retired, 
vanquifhed and Subdued, out of that city 
through wMch he had advanced with the 
dreadful impetuoiity of an irrefiidable con
queror. • 

From that <day, the drooping Gonfalvo; 
cherifhed a hopelefs paffion in gloomy bit-
ternefs of heart. He knew hot the name of 
her whom he loved. He dreaded, that dhe 
might be the wife or miftrefs of fome hero. 
And although his fears on this head Should 
prove groundlefs, could he eyer hope to : 

fpleafe herA—he who was the moil terrible e-
• > nemy 
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nerhy of her religion,—he who was the 
Scourge of Grenada,—and who had appear
ed before her, with his.Sword, reeking from 
the flaughter oft her defenders ? He had not 
raifed his vizor ; fo that fhe might have read 
in his eyes, his dove, and his deep Sorrow 
and", regret for his exploits.. Hardly durft 
he indulge the hope of feeing her again. 
But, her image is ever prefent to him: he bears 
her about with him ;• in the hurry of battle, 
or at reft in his tent, in the tumult of pub-
Kebufinefs, or in folitude he Still Sees her ado
red image: he ftill beholds that heavenly beau
ty, on her knees, before the palace, raiting her 
eyes and hands to-heaven ; he hears her fob
bing voice; he diftinguifhes its foft accents*, 
and fancies himfelf tipping from her lips, the 
tears which-flowed over her countenance. 

Happily for Gonfalvo, tender friendfhip 
fhared his griefs. To Lara, whofe heart 
glowed with the moft generous fenfi=-
bility, Gonfalvo was dearer than'i life,'̂ and 
dear as glory. Having been; united: fince 
their early infancy, having been brought, up 
in the fame city, or rather in the fame fields 

they 
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they had learned to fight together, and had ad
vanced with equal Steps in the career of he
roes. Never had either a fentiment which 
was not common to both. The concerns 
or wifhes of either always affected his friend 
more than himfeif. They valued, each him-
felf, by the virtues of his friend. If Lara 
ever felt pride, it was when he Spoke of 
Gonfalvo; if ever Gonfalvo Sorgat his wont
ed modefly, it was when he related the ex
ploits of his friend Lara. Their fouls were 
ever impatient for mutual intercourse; and 
Seemed to poffefs ail their faculties, only when 
they were together. Till that happy moment 
nothing could affect either ; and their rnoft 
Secret thoughts feemed a burthen from which, 
as above their feparate Strength, they bat
tened to relieve themfeives by mutual com
munication. Thus two young poplars, 
•Shooting out from contiguous Stems, meet,, 
intermingle their branches, are Supported, 
each by the other, grow up together, Spread 
out one. common fhade, and tower above 
the adjacent wood. 

Oh! 
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Oh! how did their tears flow, whenever 
they were obliged to part! how tenderly 
they bade each other farewel! They preffed 
one another to their breafts, parted, and re
turned to embrace again. Their hearts 
which had known no terrour amid the thick-
eft dangers, trembled, each for the fmalleft 
poffibility of misfortune to the. other. Gon
falvo intreated Lara not to run in the face 
of danger, in the abfence of his brother; 
and Lara begged Gonfalvo to reftrain the 
generous pride, natural to his heart, at the 
court of a perfidious and cruel king. They 
both entreated Ifabella for leave to go toge
ther. But, the army needed the prefence, 
at deaft, of one of the heroes. Gonfalvo 
wras obliged to fet fail alone. From that 
unfortunate hour, Lara's ardour became 
languid, and his courage nervelefs; he felt 
himfelf alone in the midft of the camp. 
The found of the trumpet no more routed 
his martial energy ; he no longer defired to 
conquer, fince his friend was not near, to 
enjoy his victory. Solitary, fad, and fuden, 
he avoided the prefence of his Sovereigns, 

VOL. He C and 
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and me fodety of nis companions ; he "haun
ted" fiequeftered" Scenes ; and climbed to tbe 
mmmlis "of the Ibfty bills, from which he 
niight view' the African "fea. Over its bofofn 
was" Gonfalvo borne ;" there, in'clrcumftances 
ddiibtnore t̂o "be "regretted, ferit in exile to a 
diftaricd'from his Country, his friend, arid 

" his miftrefs, Oonfalvo fretfully fighed, coun
ted the- moments whole- ianfe he cotdd not 
quicken, "and" deepened and Inflamed "in his 
heart, a wound which 'time couldnot cure, 

' Every thing'he'faw about him, Served to 
ihcreafe his torments. In a barren,'parched 
country,'"Shaded "only by a few Straggling 

-palms, he faw a nation "of Haves Subject to a-
ferocious defpot. The poor African' in "vain 
waters with the fweat of his brow, "the un
grateful fur-row from 'which he requires-
bread for his family. Hardly has the yel- • 

dbw begun to clothe his fields, when clouds-
of tocufis arrive, and in a fihgle day, devour 
the.promife of the year. If he efcapes this 
terrible fcourge, yet he cannot efcape the 
viziers, and governors of the provinces, who,, 
as- they' pafs, b y "a' rapid fucceffion from the 

throne 
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throne to the fcaffold, changing the crown 
for the bow-firing, are eager to fatten them-
delves with the blood of the people, and to 
accumulate wealth with which they may 
purehafe impunity. The fovereign of this 
band of tyrants fleeps, in the mean whiles 
In bafe effeminacy, degrades himfelf below 
brutality by indulging in -infamous pleafures, 
or remembers his fovereign authority only 
to order rnurtherous executions. His moid 
lawlefs defines, his mod inhuman wifh.es, are 
no fooner exprefied by his lips, than they 
become laws of the empire. His fubjecds, are 
-doomed -to mifery, toil or die, at his bidding. 
Their fortunes, their wives, their lives are 
-always his. At his nod, they are frripped 
of their property, or obliged to expofe their 
necks to the fword of the executioner. In 
thofe barbarous regions, human blood is lefs 
coftly than water which an angry fky denies 
them ; and the monarch delights to exercife 
the executioner's trade. 
. Such was the court, In which the mod: 

humane and generous of men was forced, to 
pais a period of which he would gladly have 

C 2 abridged 
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.abridged his life. In vain did he ftorm, and 
threaten, and carry his complaints to Seid 
himfelf, with boldnefs which, in fuch cir
cumstances, was natural to him, and of which 
there is commonly a great want at courts. 
Seid afraid of the Spanifh hero, withdrew 
from his pretence, into the retirement of 
his feraglio. The viziers, habituated to craft 
and falfehood, foothed him by their homage, 
and deceived him by oaths which a candid 
mind could not avoid trutting. Thus was 
the invincible GonSalvo, though refifilefs in 
light, and though no rampart could Stop his 
career, made the Sport of bate ministers, and" 
the captive of a king whom he defpifed. 

Already had the moon twice renewed her 
horns, fince GonSalvo landed on the Afri
can fhore. Weary of their perjuries, he at 
length determines to force Seid to break 
through an offenSive filence. Knowing the 
day on which the monarch was to repair to 
the moSque, he went unattended, to wait 
for him, on the way thither. No Sooner did 
he fee him appear, than he advanced through 
the guards, who, awed by his gait, his air, 

and 
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and the Hern dignity of his afpect, retmj^&SN^/ 
and made way for him. He went clofe up 
to Seid, holding in one hand, the treaty of 
peace, in the other his fword drawn : 

King of Fez, cried he, in a loud tone of 
indignation, I offer you war or peace; in-
ftantly chufe between them. An hundred 
thoufand fwords, all fuch as that which 
fparkles in your eyes, are ready, if I but 
fay the word, to overwhelm your throne 
and your city in a deluge of blood. View 
them fufpended over your head; if you he-
fitate, they defcend furioufiy upon it. 

Seid ftruck mute by this addrefs, turns 
his eyes upon the hero : but, he cannot bear 
his indignant glances, and droops his pale 
brow. His courtiers tremble; his people 
flee; his foldiers are ready to defert him. 
This king of flaves, confounded at the fight 
of a free man, figns the treaty. Gohfalvo, 
thus fatisfied, leaves him, and goes to pre
pare for his departure. 

But, the minifters of a defpot too often 
inftigate him to criminal acts. Seid's vi-
ziers, more enraged than he himfelf againfi 

Gonfaivo* 
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Gonfalvo, perfuaded him to revenge the In-
fulf which had been offered him. Gonfalvo 
had braved his power, and deferved to die. 
By the punifhment of the audacious Stran
ger whofe pride had offended the king, Gre
nada would be delivered, and Spain depri
ved of its bed fupport. Policy and vengeance 
would be Satisfied together. The utility of 
the hero's death rendered it juft. Thus did 
thole wicked counfeiiors perfuade their mat
ter to affafilnation. 

Already were all the ways by which it was 
poflible for Gonfalvo to pais, fecretiy in veil
ed. Thoufands feemed hardly equal to over
power the warriour. Fraud was added to 
force. A place was chofen for the attack: 
every avenue was barred up; and thefe pre
parations were carefully concealed. Thofe 
barbarians Shewed more fkill in difpofing e-
very thing for the accomplifhment of the 
murder, than they had ever difplayed in o-
pen combat againfl their enemies. 

Night had {bread her veil over the earth. 
Gonfalvo, a Stranger to fufpicion, was pre
paring to leave Fez by day-break. In the 
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mean time, retired in his palace, hequietly 
Indulged in the pleafing hope of Toon again 
embracing his friend, and pouring air his 
Sorrows into his fympathetic bofom. The 
Idea, too, of revififing the Scenes .where 
dwelt his love, of penetrating perhaps once 
more into the city, of finding her. again near 
the fame palace, of defending her, of Saving 
her life, and thus commanding her gratitude 
before acquainting her with .his dove":—-all 
the chimeras which lovers fondly indulge, 
all the qjofiibilities which they view as pro
bable, were" filling the fancy, -and engroiling 
the thoughts of Gonfalvo, when he Sudden-
iy heard the Sound of a guitar. The well-
known founds reminding the hero of his-
dear native land, won his attention. He 
liStened, while a tremulous voice Sang the 
following verSes, in Caftilian a> 

Warriours brave, and lovers tender, 
Scorn not caution's friendly voice;. 

Hear what prudence kindly dictates ; 
So Shall SucceSs crown your choice. 

• ."Oft 
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Oft by the hand of coward treafon, 
Generous valour falls and dies : 

Malice oft, and fubtle faifehood, 
Rob fair virtue of her prize. 

'Mid thefe green palms, the winged fongftrefe 
Charms the echoes of the grove; 

And, by genial fpring infpired, 
Gaily pours her notes of love. 

Sweet fhe lings ; but, ah! 'tis over ; 
Sudden fate has ftopt her tongue, ., ,. 

Yon kite rapacious, o'er her hov'ring, 
Darted on her, while fhe fung.:.^, , 

Haft thou not feen the timid hunters' 
Flee before the fcreft's king: 

Till enfnar'd the generous lion 
Fell amidft the trembling ring ? 

° - ° a 
' ' ' ' !- f 

Warriours brave, and lovers tender, 
Scorn not caution's friendly voice; 

Hear what prudence kindly dictates;--
So fhall fuccefs crown- your choice. 
Gonfalvo at hearing his native language, 

and attentive to the meaning of words which 
feemed 
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feemed to be addreffed to himfelf, looked 
towards the extenfiye fquare which opened 
before his palace. He difcovered by the 
light of the moon, an old man whofe white 
beard hung down to his girdle, in the drefs 
of a captive, dragging the chain of fiavery, 
and retiring through the midfl of à company 
of Moors who had gathered round, to hear 
his mufic. : -, 

The hero interefted for the old man, went 
down into the fquare, came up with the cap-
tivè, accofted him, and aiked him, in Cafli-
lian, if he was not a native of Spain. I am 
a Spaniard, replied the flave. But, we are 
obferved ; I may not hold farther converfa-
tion with you. If Gonfalvo loves his coun
try,, and would fave her from a direful dif-
after ; let him inflantly repair to the garden 
of palms.; , 

Having fpoken thefe words, the old man 
left him, and difappeared., ; V T 

Gonfalvo flood motionlefs, and uncertain 
what refolution to take. He knew the Moor 
to be perfidious ; he was alone, unarmed, 
and it was night. Should he follow a flave 

Von. IL D unknown 
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unknown to him ? Could the fafety or ruin! 
of Spain-be in his hands? Yet, is this Have, . 
an bid man,- a Spaniard, a victim of misfor
tune. This alone was enough to determine 
Gonfalvo. Mingling with the..crowd, he 
he proceeded to the garden of palm-trees, a 
defart and folitary place, although withln-
thecity. . -•- -- - -.j 

The old man waited for him at the gate.. 
No footter had he perceived the herOj than 
he ran-up, and felt at his feet. - № a 

O glory o f my country, faid he, "panting; 
with' violent emotion, my matter's1 gallant: 
fon,"fiiaU. J then fave your precious life ?' 
Ah! pardon my joypermi tmy fond tears--
to fall on thefe vicborious hands-." Alas ! yon-
view* me with cold farprife, while 1 am tranf-
ported with-joy at feeing you ! You cannot 
know me; but, long have I loved you! i 
am'Pedro, theold fervant of the noble count,, 
your father. I was, forty yearsvhis fervant. 
In an hundred battles have I followed him. 
1 was prefent at your birth, my dear Gon*. , 
falvo; and have born you in thofe feeble 
arms-.;, but you were in the cradle, when I 
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was taken prifoner by the Moors. By them 
I was fold to the king of Fez, whofe Have I 
have been, thefe twenty years j and amidit 
all thefe days of Sorrow, not one his palled 
in which Pedro has not - wept over the re
membrance of your father, or enquired af
ter his worthy Son, from the Spaniards who 
have been brought into thefe prifons. From 
them I have heard the ftory of your glory ; 
and it has revived and Supported my ftrength. 
I fee you, at laid, I fee, and embrace the 
knees of Gonfalvo 5 I mail fave. him from 
death. I blefs thee. O my God ; this alone 
is more than an adequate compenfation for 
all the evils I have Suffered. 

He then feized the hero's hand, and pref-
fed it to his lips. Gonfalvo embraced him 
with tendernefs, lighed over the remem
brance of his father, and afked, what were 
-the dangers to which Pedro believed him to 
be at this time expofed. 

My lord, refumed the captive, I have it 
from their own mouths. Thofe monfters 
have betrayed their accurfed fecret to me. 
I was refting under a bufh, from the labour 

D 2 in 
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in the gardens to which lam condemned. 
The king, attended by his minifter, flopped 
near the bufh. Are you certain, laid the 
monarch, that the Caftilian dog cannot ef-
cape ? By the prophet, I fwear, he cannot, 
replied the bloody minded minifter : a thou
sand blacks are already difpofed on the two 
ways to Mamorra: the gates of Fez are 
guarded: none but his own fervants can 
have accefs to his palace. The toils of death 
are about Gonfalvo. Yet a few moments, 
great king, and I fhall call his bloody head 
at your feet. 

Trembling at thefe horrid words, but em
boldened by my zeal, I refolved to fave my 
hero. God himfelf has undoubtedly guided 
me through this hardy enterprize. In the few 
hours that remained I have provided for your 
flight. As I could not gain accefs to you, my 
fong in our own dear language has drawn you 
out to me. The reft is in your hands, my 
lord. But, I demand, I conjure you in the 
name of your country, in the name of your 
auguft father, to forget for one day, but for 
one day, that fearlefs valour which could 

here 
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here only prove fatal to you. Trull to my 
fidelity, whatever I may propofe to you ; no 
Hep can be improper by which you may ef-
cape thefe aflafiins. If you refufe to lifter to 
my intreaties, if your courage urges you to 
meet certain death in circumftances in which 
your fall could not but be ufelefs and injuri
ous to your brethren ; begin here with ihed-
ding the few drops of blood which creep 
through my veins. You will thus fpare me 
the cruel punifiiment which thofe barbarians 
will otherwife make me fuffer, and the itill 
more painful.diftrefs of furviving you. 

The hero, encouraging him, vowed to 
follow his advice. The old man then led 
him into the depth of a retired grove. 
There he difplayed before him a turban, a 
Moorifh drefs, and an African fcymetar. 
Pardon, faid he, pardon me for offering you 
this difguife; but, by this only can you de-
cieve the eyes of thofe daemons who guard 
the gates. Surrounded as we are with e-
nemies, and at the diftance of three days 
journey from the fea, let us not think of 
Seeking your fhip. I7 our Servants, whofe 

perfons 
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perfons will be refpected, aifoon as you fhali 
be found to have made your efcape, will re
turn in that velfel to Spain. For yourfelf, 
craft is neceffary : and if your exalted mind 
looks upon craft with difdain; know that 
I conduct you to Grenada, where you may 
ihew Gonfalvo to both Moors and Cafiilians. 

Even after hearing this promife, the hero 
hedtated. He was afraid of polluting his 
brow by covering it with a turban. He 
could not help thinking that he mould be 
difgraced by difguidng himfelf in the Moor-
ifh habit. Yet, being ftiil urged by Pedro, 
knowing that every paflage was barred up, 
and impatient to return to his country, he 
at laid yielded with blufhing reluctance. 
His long hair was coneealed under the tur
ban. He affumed the African robe, which 
however could, not hide his martial air. He 
armed himfelf with the fcymetar, after try
ing its temper, and relieving the captive of 
his chains, followed him out of the garden of 
palm-trees. 

They proceeded, unknown and unobfer-
yed, to the gates of Fez, and patted through 

the 
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the midft of the guards. Then advancing 
with quickened fteps, through the fields, 
they foon arrived on the banks of the river 
Subur. Gonfalvo found there a bark, moor
ed among the reeds. The good Pedro loo-
fened the cable: and he had previouily fit
ted the little veiiel with a ftrong fail, and 
furnifhed it witb-frefh water and provifions. 
A little money which he had gathered in 
twenty years of ilavery, had enabled him to 
make thefe preparations. The old man 
made Gonfalvo enter this fiender bark: then: 
laid hold himfelf on the rudder and the oars-
by-turns; and felt his vigour renewed, as 
he beheld the hero. A gentle breeze arofe 
to aid his efforts.. The bark moved fwiftly 
over the waters. Within twelve hours, 
they reached the mouth of the river, They 
entered on the wide ocean. And affoon as 
they faw themfelves at a diftance from land, 
the captive, kneeling, gave thanks to the 
Almighty, and then throwing himfelf at his-
mafter's feet, wept over them, with tears 
@f joy. 

• They 
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They foon reached the height of Elarrais, 

and the delicious fields where the Lixos once 
watered the famous gardens which were 
conquered by Hercules. Arzila, built by 
the Phoenicians, now arofe to their eyes, 
and foon again difappearea from their view. 
They doubled cape Spartel, leaving on the 
right, the ancient Tingis, where reft the 
bones of Antaeus, and crofting the ftreight, 
arrived by midnight, at the foot of mount 
Calpe. • ,. 

The firmament was ferene, and beftudded 
with ftars. The moon fhed her filver light 
over the waves,, Gonfalvo, feated on the 
prow, firft defcried the coafts of Spain. At 
the fight, he fprang up, and could not com
mand his joy. O my country ! O Lara! 
cried he, I fhall fee you again ! I fhall again 
refpire the fame air which refreihes her whom 
I adore, among my brave companions, near 
my fovereigns, under the banners of Spain 1 
Love, friendfhip, virtue, ye are kindled up, 
at once, in my heart,' at fight of thefe fhores! 

As he fpoke, the old man, wdth vifible 
terrour, pointed out to him the indications 

of 
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of an approaching Storm. The Stars had dis
appeared, the moon was robbed of her luStre, 
and her rays hardly pierced through 1 the 
duiky veil which was fpread before, her. 
Accumulated maffes of clouds, advancing 
from the fouth, brought thick darknefs in 
their train;-: A light and rapid breeze Skim
med the Surface of the waves : impetuous 
winds followed : the blacknefs of night was 
Spread over the deep; flafhes oS lightnings 
from time to time broke through the gloom ; 
while hollow thunder was heard at a diftanee. 
The noife became louder and louder; the 
thunder approached nearer : the billows 
Swelled, and were dafhed on high : the Strug
gling winds roared : and, in the tumult of 
the waves, the bark Sometimes. Suspended 
on a mountain oS Soam, and Sometimes 
plunged into the abySs, now met the clouds, 
and now touched the.Sand in the bottom of 
the deep. . ' .. rei'' a • 

Gonfalvo, calm amid the Storm, is con
cerned only for the old .man.. He cheers 
and encourages him, talks of hopes which 

VOL. II. E . he 
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Se feels riot, and preffèshim to Ms breafe-
Pe'dro thinks only of Gonfalvo, and- weeps 
for him alone.' G mymàfter,fàid die, my 
efforts to 'fave you are vain. ' All nature has 
confpired-agalnft a hero ! Ah ! if ' I might 
yet « **' *' *••'•*•: We- cannot be far5 from' 
knd.; Take fa'ft'hold of me, myi-lord.' I 
fhall be able to fwim tó land. God will re
ttore my former ftrength. I fhàll not die, 
I •.hope, till I have placed you -fafe'-upon the 
fandv I Pfbail then die happy;"J >t ncnti u. 

. At dKs moment; the-frail bark was dafh-
ed, -with the velocity of an arrow," from~the 
height of a farge, and after being driven by 
the impulfe, over a', wide tract, ftruck a-
gainft a fhip, which'was,' like it, buffeted 
about by' the tempeft-; bythe collifion it was 
broken in pieces. Gonfalvo and Pedro 
drink the fait brine.' But, keeping clofe trr-
gether, they rife upon. the billows, felze a 
floating cable, and by means of it, climb up, 
arrd enter-the fhip. riè ni - .': 

. What a fight heremet dheir eyes ! By the 
glare.of the lightning which continued with 
inceffant flames, Gonfalvo perceived- a wo

man : 
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:inan bound to the malt. Her face was. ba
thed in tears; and her difhevelled hair float
ed upon the wind. Surrounded by black 
foldiers who railed againft her their drawn 
Swords, She could not lift up her: hands 
which were confined by fetters that ill be
came them; but fhe raifed her fobbing 
voice, and turning herdiead, and elevating 
her eyes, implored, the Almighty, .-rather to 

-finish, her days amidft the" waters, than to 
abandon her to the mercy, of her ravifhersi.' 

At this voice, and thefe accents, 1 which 
touched the heart of Gonialvo, at.fight of 
thole features, irradiated by another flafli of 
lightning, the hero, with aftonifhment and 
transport, recognized the miftrefs of his 
heart, whom he had feen at Grenada, and 
whofe image was deeply, impreffed on his 
breafi. Doubtful as yet of his happinefs, he 
funs,.he flies towards her, hê .is ready to fall 
at her feet. But, his rage reftrains his'joy. 
he draws his fcymetar, .breaks dZulem.a's 
chains, Supports her, ..vows", to avenge hefj 
and wdth flalhing eyes, - menaces theruffian 

ftropp around her; ; -ialfffift ikibM^Si i T 

* : , E 2 '-The-
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The barbarians who had-been, at fir ft 
ftruck dumb by the fudden apparition, be
gan to recover courage, muttered among 
themfelves, and excited one another to re-
fentment. Their chief, a favage Ethiopian, 
whofe frightful head was covered with a 
white turban, fprang fuddenly upon Gon-
falvo, and wounded him with a poniard. 
The hero laid him dead by a fingle ftrcke. 
Cries were then heard. Soldiers and failors 
joining, with blafphemy in their mouths, 
and with different weapons in their hands, 
poured all at once upon Gonfalvo, filling the 
air with their hideous fhouts. So, on mount 
Caucafus, a flock of ravens, move croaking 
forward againft an eagle, who alone braves 
their vain fury. I'd 

Standing againft the topmaft, and holding 
in one hand, thevprincefs, in the other his 
tremendous fwordy thè Caftilian fearlefsly 
awaited their affauit. The firft who advan
ced, were inftantlylaid dead at his feet ; but 
the reft crowded in, and Supplied their place. 
Gonfalvo laid his" blows thick upon them. 
His fcymetar fcattered around: their 'arms 
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Krnbs. The blood ftreamed over the deck. 
The groans of the wounded, the cries of 
Zulema, the fhouts. of the affailants are in
termingled together.. Tumult, death, and 
terrouf are around the hero : and the light
ning, the darknefs, the roaring of the winds, 
and the riling noife of the thunder augment 
the horrours of this nocfurnal carnage. . 

Gonfalvo, encompaffed as he was, with 
enemies, could not ward off every blow. 
More concerned for Zulema than for him-
felf, he "expofed his own- breaft, in defend
ing her. He received fome deep wounds, 
and was ftiii heedlefs of his own. defence, 
when the iaithful Pedro, fighting near his 
mafter. v/as directed by -the princefs, to re-
kafe ibme prifoners who groaned in the 
lower parts of the veffel.. The old man, un
noticed, ran down, and broke their chains. 
The captives then took arms, and haftened 
to aid Gonfalvo. Pedro returning, preffed 
clofe to his mafter, and placed himfeif: be
fore Zulema. TheCaftiiian, now-atliberty^ 
fprung forward, like alion juft releafed from 
his chain. His Strokes--fell So thick, and 

'•"•vo" proved 
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proved fo mortal, that he Toon hewpd down 

%and difperfed the bafe herd of affaffins, pur-
Sued them to the itern,. and left them no 
choice between his Sword and the billows. 
The captives Seconded him, and the few 
Survivors oS the ruffian band were urged 
headlong into the waters. The hero, victo
rious.,, but almoft dyingj ran again over the 
fhlp, and finding no.more enemies, return
ed to the pxincefs, and attempted to Speak, 
but fell ,at her feet, faint through lofs -of 
blood, and exhaufted by his efforts in the 
combat. 

But, _ the,Sea was now calm. The winds 
no longer agitated the billows, and the 
clouds had now unveiled the bright azure 
of the ikies. -Night, with the ftars, fled a-
way, and the -impurpled eaft was inflamed 
with the irradiations of the rifing day. The 
Ship, although dismantled,. Still floated -on 
the waters. ;..b.ut, her fails and rudder having 
been carried away, could not be moved for
ward before the winds, 
i .Zulema, the good old man, and the cap

tives whphhad been_.fe.t- at liberty, -preffed 

round 

http://been_.fe.t-
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round Gonfalvo, to recall him to life". - A~ 
las! their cares were unavailing. Gonfalvo" 
ftill lay motionlefs among the: vicdims who* 
had fallen by his arm." A ghaftly palenefs 
had overfpread his countenance.- His head 
hung down on his bofom; and. his eyes 
feemed to be elofed in the. deep:.of death. 
Pedro, weeping, raifed him up-r and the caps-
tives kneeled; to fupport him. - The princefs-
kneeling with them, clafped the hero's hands 
in her's. She tore off' her linen veil, and 
with it bound his wounds, gazing at the 
fame:time, with looks of tendernefs, upon 
the features of her unknown deliverer.-' ; ui 

At length, after-much pains taken about, 
him, Gonfalvo again opened his eye-lids, but 
inftantly clofed them. He uttered a ilgh, 
Pedro and Zulema' transported, began to in
dulge faint hopes. A bed was prepared in 
aUhafte, and the dying hero laid upon it. 
Every attention was affiduoufly paid him? 

which anxious concern, gratitude, or friend-
fhip could fuggeft. Gonfalvo by degrees re
vived. He faw the princefs near him, and 
attempted to fpeak to her, but could not^ 

ft 
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It is you—!—-It is you were the: only 
words.he could utter. Zulema adminilter-
ed to him. a reviving cordial, and fpake to 
him ; tenderly. Theny as; the greatly, needed 
the refrefhment of fleep. the retired, with 
the;old man. / ! . ... . ... , 

The captives who had been fet at liberty... 
and whom Pedro difcovered to be Bere-
beres*, now took; upon them the care, of 
the fliip. Of the rudder they found only 
fome broken pieces remaining.; the malts 
were without fails ; and the waves were, en
tering the vetlel. But, Pedro, from the 
higheft part; of the deck, perceived land at 
a fmall diftance, and pointing it out to. Zu
lema, informed her, that they mightgo ori 
fhore. i h' 

Make, hafte, faid the princefs ; if my eyes 
deceive me not, we are near to Malaga. 
Enter thebtbad without fear. Here all is 
fubject to me. I am fitter to the king of 
Grenada, and daughter of Muley-Halfem. 
That palace, in the middle of the foreft, is, 

- ' • ' zAf . ' mine. 
* A people of Africa, in the vicinity of mount Atlas. 

See the WJiorhal Sketch, Flrjl Period, 
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mine. There do I wifli to entertain the 
hero to whom I owe my life,,and to dif? 
charge the pleating debt of gratitude. But 
fatisfy my impatience? Who is this generous 
warriour ? Is he a prince, or king of Africa? 
Ah! if I may truft the fúggeítions of my 
heart, he is, the greaieft of men. . , 

The prudent old man, hearing thefe words,' 
was alarmed at the idea of the danger to 
which he thought his matter about tó be 
éxpofed... He would have fled the hoftile 
fliore, where nothing but chains could await 
a Caftilian, where the famous name of Gon-
falvo would naturally provoke the vengeance 
of a people whom he had fo often vanquifhed» 
But, the hero's neceflity for immediate re-> 
Hef, the mattered condition of the ihip, and 
the pretence of the Bereberes, whom he had 
fet at liberty, were fo many circumftances 
which rendered it neceflary for him to com
ply with Zulema's requeft. After fome he-
fitation, and refleftions concerning the reply 
which he ihould.make to the princefs; he 
ánfwered, not without blufhing at the im-
polition. r £ j : ; . -

VOL. II. F You 
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You are not miftaken. The hero comes* 
from Africa. The moil honourable birth is' 
but theleaft of his advantages. Jealous of 
the exploits of that crowd of warriours who 
diftinguifh. themfelves at the liege of Grena
da, he haftens thither-, to conquer or outdo 
them. His own veffel was daftied in pieces 
by theitorm, when he faved himfelf by en
tering your's. You. know the reft; and the 
fenfibility of your, own heart: will undoubt
edly tell you better than I can, what good4 

offices you -owe him. u 
He ceafed fpeaking. Zulema fighed. She 

underftood: the ftrangerto be come to the 
aid of her. country. She was pleafed to find-
new reafons to prompt her -gratitude to him.. 
Her imagination carried her even farther-j.. 
fhe believed that fo brave a warriour might 
prove the faviour of Grenada, and.might dê  
fend herfelf asai-nfl all her foes. - The ex* 
ploits which he had performed for. her, the 
few words he had faid, the preffure of his; 
hand upon her's, during that dreadful com
bat were all renewed on her memory, and̂  
awaked in her heart,., a. fecret. joy. She felt 
L'Sx • 'I: • .it . %-
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m foft and pleating emotion, the nature of 
which fhe could not yet well explain: and. 
without prefuming to form any with, con
ceived fome fond hopes. 

In the mean time, the mattered fhip drew 
near, and anchored in the road. The people 
coming out to the harbour, knew the young 
.princefs, and faluted her with joyful accla
mations, while the wounded hero went on 
fhore. Zulema never left him ; and fhe fent 
inftantly for two old men who were famous 
for their fkill in the art of healing wounds* 
To them fhe intrufted the care of her deli
verer, placed around him, the prifoners who 
had been delivered by his courage, and ma
king him be borne by flaves, guided them, 
rherfelf, to her folitary palace. 

END OF THE FIRST -BOOK. 
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THE CONgVEST or GRENADA 
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A R G U M E N T . 

TENDER fentimenis of Zulema for Gonfalvos 

whom fhe fiuppofies an African prince. Re= 
lief adminifilered to the hero. Zulema relates 
to him the origin of the troubles of Grenada* 
She defcribes that magnificent city, the en
chanting country about it, the manners and 
gallantry of the Moors, and the reign of 
Muley-Hafifem. Defcriptiontf the Alhambra9 

and of the Genemlif. Characters of the 
Abencerragoes and the Zegries. Diffenfions 
between thefie tw$ tribes* Muley-Hafifem 
falls in love with a captive. Portrait of AU 

r tnanzor and Boabdjl. Marriage of Almap? 
zor with Moraima. Feflivals at Grenada, 
Moorifh games. Treafibn of the Zegries. 
Boabdil proclaimed king. Fidelity of the 
Abencerragoes, Muley-Hafifem refigns the 
crown to his fion. 
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BOOK SECOND: 

eHl how delightful is it to the.heart 
endowed" with an elevation of fenti-

rnent, to be fweetly compelled to- love that 
which it is naturally inclined to love! to gra
tify its virtue and tendernefs together 1 Gra»-
titude alone, that fentiment fo fondly che-
rilhed in generous brealls, eonftitutes the 
feUcity of the foul in which it glows, But,, 
when the '•.object of our gratitude wins upon 
us by other claims ; when a benefactor is a-
miable; and afecret charm unites with the 
tender impreffion which his benefits have 
made: no happinefs can equal that which 
thefe two fentiments give,—no enjoyment 
can be more exquifite than that which arifes? 
from the concurrence of apure pleafure with 
afacredduty. . . . . . -

This happinefs Zulema- now tailed. She 
Kad arrived with the hero, at her peaceful 
retreat. She had placed him in the bell a-

partmeni 
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partment in her palace. Conftantly bulled 
about the ftranger, and every moment quef-
tioning the two old men ; fhe went herfelf 
to cull the fimples which they prefcribed ; 
and with her own hands prepared them for 
his ufe. Go'nfalvb was yet too faint to ut= 
ter in words, the émotions of his foul. But, 
tears of joy ran down his" cheeks. Hé 'in
wardly rejoiced in his wounds, and fecretly 
prayed, that,' they might not, for a long 
while, be healed.' • 
s Already had his old phyficiaris removed' 
the firft dreffings.v Zulema, in b-re'athlefs; 

fufpence, fixing her eyes upon theirs, while 
fear and hope were painted on her brow,' 
durfi not urge them to fpeak. Yet was fhe-
mofi anxioufly eager to know the condition; 
of their patient; When they encouraged 
her hopes of the hero's'recovery, fhe could' 
no longer contain her joy. Prefents, pro
mîtes, and favours were earnefdy lavifhed 
upon them. Deeply impreffed with a fenti-
ment which fhe fancied to be gratitude ; fhe 
indulged,: without referve, in tranfports 
•É 3 M .'>d which" 
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which it was ho violation of modefty for her 
to avow. .-. : ; : .' . 

Recovering through thefe tender cafes, 
but dill more through the happy influence 
of her prefence whom he loved, Gonfalvo 
was at length able to fpeak tb her. He 
viewed her with looks of tendernefs ; and 
railing towards.her his trembling hands : O 
thou, laid hè, thou who fàvèft my life ; un
lets I mày confècrate it to theé -alóne, ah I 
leave me, leave me to die.' '.. . . - ' ' . . . . - "'. 

He durft fay no more. But,'.the princefs 
underftood his fileneé, blufhed, and turned 
away her eyes. When fhe perceived her 
own confufion, fhe ftrove to conceal it. She 
fmiled fweetly upon the hero, talked to him 
of his valòuir, - named him her deliverer; and 
ftrove to recollect, what - the owed to him, 
in order tò juftify what the felt for him. -

The good Pedro did not leave his matter. 
Hè fecretly informed him of the name and 
rank of her whom he had faved, of the place 
to which the had brought them, and of Zu-
lema's error in thinking him an African 

VOL. II, G prince. 
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prince. The hero difapproved of tdie well-
meant deceit of Pedro. His foul could not 
endure a falfehood. He was ready to difco-
•ver.all. But, Pedro conjured and urged 
Mim, not to expofe himfelf in his dying con
dition, to the fury of a hoftile people whom 
Zulema would be unable to reftrain. Gon-
falvo although-not- to be intimidated by the 
confiderationof the dangers which threaten
ed his own life7 was however-perfuaded to 
filence, by regard to the: torments which a. 
difcovery of the truth might draw upon his•< 
old and faithful Servant.;: 
' After the old men.had, for feveral days,, 

continued their cares; the princefs began to* 
acquaint Gonfklvo with the prefent ftate of 
Grenada, the troubles by which it was in
ternally convuUed, and the crimes of king: 
Boabdil. Seating' her befide the hero's bed, 
%vhom fhe fuppofed to have been born far 
from. Spain, fhe propofed to relate to him 
the ftofy of the diffenfions and misfortunes 
which fhe had unhappily wkneffed. Gon
falvo, finding, begged her to begin a narra-
•J.:\ : tive? 

\ 
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iive in which ihe herfelf could not but be ln-
terefted. .'. The fair Moor Immediately begam 

You know not, faid me,, to what a pitch 
.of greatnefs and of glory, the empire of the 
Arabians In Spain has been raifed almeftfrom 
its very origin. Vanquifhed by our' brave 
anceftors, and hard prelfed by their victo
rious arms, the Chriftians found no retreat 
but upon the rocks of Afturia. There they 
hid thernfelves for Several centuries. But, 
misfortune invigorated their courage;, while 
we were enervated by profperity. Our. kings 
.became tyrants: while the kings of the 
Chriftians were heroes. They Toon, iihded 
from their recedes, and prefumed to attack 
their conquerors. -Favoured by our intef-
tine wars, under our different princes, they 
at length left to the ancient -matters of Spain 
nothing but the territories of Grenada. 

That famous capital Hands -at the foot of 
a range of Showy mountains, upon; two,-$> 
Sing hills, in the midft oS an enchanting 
tract of level country. The Darro, whofe 
rapid Stream pours over golden Sands, paffes 
through the middle of the city. The Xenjl 

G 2 whofe 
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falutary waters reftore health to the languish, 
ing flocks, waflies its lofty walls. A delight
ful country lies around it on all fides ; and, 
with little, or no cultivation produces copi
ous crops, forefts of orange-trees, olive-trees, 
intwifted with vines, palms intermingled 
with oaks. Inexhauftible quarries of marble, 
jafper, and alabafter, have adorned thofe 
fuperb palaces and Stately edifices which are 
numerous through the city. Waters gufh-
ing from fountains in every variety of elegant 
form, refrefh the air, and embellifh thofe 
wide Squares in which the warlike youth 
daily aflemble 1 to perform their exercifes. 
Gardens exhibiting a flufld of flowers, and; 
constantly fhaded with pomegranate-trees, 
myrtles, and cedars, render Grenada as well 
the moft delightful, as - the largefl: city in 

Spain. • 
There did »all the ftrength, and all the 

power of the Moors feem to be combined; 
there arofe the temple of our fciences and 
our arts.. From' the extremities of Afia, 
from the banks of the Nile, from the foot of 
mount Atlas, kings, warriours, andfcholars 

.-., d reforted 
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reforted to Grenada, there to enlarge their 
minds by the acquisition of new knowledge, 
and to exalt their fentiments by contempla
ting the nobleft patterns of fcience, of valour, 
and of virtue. Our frequent wars with a 
brave, loyal, and generous nation formed a 
mutual emulation between the Arabian and 
the Spaniard, in the purfuit of glory. Our 
Moorifli youth, naturally inclined to love, 
had forgotten the barbarous maxims of the 
Eaft, and from their enemies had learned 
that profound refpect, that tender venera
tion, that unchanging conftancy to the fair, 
which fill the heart of the Spanifh lover, re-
prefent to him the beloved object, as the an
gel of his deftiny, exalt him above himfelf, 
and form him to every virtue- which the 
hope of pleating renders eafy to him. Our 
women proud of their empire, fought to 
maintain by deferving it. Ennobled in their 
own eyes by the pure homage which was 
paid to their charms; they drove to render 
themfebves worthy of the precious tribute fo 
fondly offered to them. Incapable of a weak 
tenderneis which would have ruined their 

happinefs j 
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happinefs ; they were chafte, that they might 
he beloved, and faithful, that they. might 
continue happy. 

Such was that brilliant court, the charm
ing recefs of love, of the fine arts, and of 
jjolitenefs; when my father, Muley-Hafiem, 
while he was yet but a very young man, 
Succeeded to the throne. 

The young king, -diftbaguifhed himfelf by 
every virtue, recommended the virtues Suc
cessfully, by his example, to his Subjects. 
Famous, even before, for his valour, he took 
the city of jaen, and forced the proud Caf-
tilian to conclude a durable peace. His cares 
were, after this event, turned Solely to.', the 
happinefs of his people. The defpotic form 
of our government, fo inimical to the hap-

..pinefs of mankind, under the greater num
ber of princes, was in my father's hands, 
Angularly, beneficial to the Subjects. He 
taught his nobles, that they were Subject to 
his juStice, no leSs than the meaneSt of the 
people, and that it was the fame for all. 
The hufbandman who had hitherto been op-
ipreffed, now reaped the increafe of the har* 
r ' . . . veft 
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veft in: peace. Our green hills were cover
ed with flocks. Trees and ufeful plants grew 
in thick abundance, on our, plains. The 
earth, which is, in our climates, wonder
fully fertile, poured forth her treafures, e-
very where, in lavifh profufion. And the 
kingdom of Grenada,- thus favoured by na
ture, governed by a wife prince, cultivated 
by the afflduous hand of induftry,—feemed 
one extenfive garden, the fruits of which art 
innumerable family could Scarcely confume* 

My father, after providing for the happi-
nefs of his oeople, and enriching himfelf in 
the opulence of his. fubjecds, fought next to-
recreate himfelf in the cultivation of the ele
gant arts, and to-employ them to promote 
his own glory. Moiques inlaid with marble, 
and aqueducds confteucted of granite, rofe 
on all hands. The famous palace of the Al-
hambra, begun by the Emir al inmnentm,- was 
finifhed by Muley-Haffemit is a monument 
of magnificence, exceeding even all that ima
gination can conceive. There thoufands of 
alabafter columns fuflain; arched: roofs of 
vaffc extent; while the walls of porphyra. 

fparkle.. 
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iparkle with azure, and with gold. There; 
waters, gufhing up from their native four-
ces, in the midft of the apartments, and caf-
cades of hquid iilver, flow into jafper chan
nels, and wind round the galleries. The 
fweet odour of flowers intermingles with a-
romatic perfumes, which are kept conftant-
ly burning in Subterraneous receptacles, and 
exhaling from the columns under which they 
are placed, richly embalm the air. The ci
ty, the enchanting banks of the two rivers,' 
and the fnowy mountains prefent to the af-
tonifhed eye a wonderful variety of rich and 
beauteous landfcapes. All that flatters the 
fenfe, all the Subjects of pleafure, that art 
and nature, magnificence and tafle can com
bine, are affembled in thofe treafuries of the 
mafterpieces of art. Befide gliding waters, 
amid rich works of fculpture, and at the o-
pening of rich profpecds have been engraven 
upon Slabs of porphyry, a variety of verfes 
by our Arabian poets.. In the porch of the 
wide hall in which the king adminiftered 
juftice, this inscription appeared on the door. 

O confcious 
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Ö confcious guilt ! let terrour blanch thy cheek! 

Hèav'n's wrath, though flow, falls dreadful at the laft. 

T h o u forrowing orphan ! wipe thy tears äway' ; 

Here fliält thou rneet a father's love and Care. . 

At the entrance into thé apartment iri 
which the beauties of the court, and the he
roes of our army ufed to àffemble round 
their queen ; the following vertes were in-
fcribed in letters of gold. 

Beauty here, and modefty, 
Mirth, and generous gallantry 
Meet with honour, glory, love, 
All that noble hearts approve. 
Here love with tender fondnefs glows, 
Yet no betraying weaknefs knows ; 
Here valour mines with polifh'd grace, 
No frown of fiercenefs on his face ; 
The terrours of th' embattled field 
To fmiles and winning foftnefs yield. 

This fcéne of delights flood in the midft 
of a garden yet more delightful, the fimpli-
city of which formed a fine contrail to the' 
fumptuous fplendour of the palace. The 
famous garden of the Generalif was célébra* 

VOL. IL H ted 
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ted through Africa and Afia, and was an: 
object of envy to the potent Caliphs of Bag
dad and Cairo who tried, in vain, to equal it. 

As one advances through this garden, no
thing meets the eye, that can excite furprife. 
It difplays none of thofe laboured exertions-
of art, thofe dazzling prodigies which pleafe 
not fo much as they aftonifh by the ideas 
which they convey, of riches or of power. 
Here, o:n the contrary, nought appears, but 
images of thofe bleSlmgs which are enjoyed,: 
without agitating the foul with admiration.. 
Plantations of myrtles and orange trees in-
terSect verdant plains which are watered by 
Hmpid dreams. They are planted with fucht 
happy art, as to hide and difplay by turns,, 
in diftant perspective, pleaSant villages, cul
tivated fields, Snow-clad hills, and the palaces 
and monuments of Grenada. At each ad* 
vancing Step, the riling grounds offer to the1 

view a rich intermixture of vines, wild 
olives, lilachs, and pomegranate trees ming
ling their fruits and flowers. Here a noify 
cafcade dafhes from the fummit of a rock; 
There a gentle rid, iffues, with, Soft mur-

: murs,. 
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Tnurs, from a thicket o f rofes. , There in a 

fequefcered grotto various Springs o f water 
are feen to bubble up: Here thoufanas o f 
nightingales flutter about in a deep grove. 
Every quarter prefents a diverfity o f afpecd, 
a Scene of new enjoyment: and at every Step, 
Some Soft Sentiment or pure pleaSure is awa
kened to entertain the mind. < 

Amidft thefe beauteous and magnificent 
Scenes, my father, Muley-Haffem long held 
a happy reign. But, the mutual hatred o f 
two powerful tribes filled his days with bit-
ternefs, and at laft reduced the empire t© 
the brink of ruin. 

You know, my lord, that our Moors, al
though united in a national body, itiil retain 
the patriarchal manners of our Arabian an-
ceftors. Our families remain diftincd. Each 
forms a tribe, more or lefs 'powerful in the 
number o f its members, in wealth, and in 
Slaves. All the individuals of the tribe look 
upon one another as brethren, mutually dip--
port one another, march out together to war, 
and know no Separate fortune, interefts, or 
zeSentments. 

H 2 The 
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The moft warlike, more ifiuftrious, and 
moll popular of thefe tribes are the Aben-
cerragoes, defcended from a race of ancient 
kings who once reigned in Yemen. They 
are exalted by their great qualities llill more 
than by their high defcent. Invincible in 
war, they are mild and merciful, after vic
tory; their graceful manners and elegant 
talents are the delight and ornament of our 
court. They are refpecred by the proud 
Spaniards whofe loye they have won by 
their generous kindnefs and acts of favour 
to Chriilian captives. Their immenfe wealth 
has always been the patrimony of the poor. 
In battles, at tournaments, in every game 
of dexterity and fkill, the prize of valour 
and addrefs was ftill won by the Abencerra-
goes. Never was there a coward of this 
celebrated tribe: never an unfaithful friend, 
a fickle hufband, or perfidious lover difgra-
ced this illuftrious family. 

Their only rivals in greatnefs, in opulence, 
and perhaps in valour, are the too famous 
Zegris decendents from the monarchs of 
Fez. Whatever be my juft refentment a-

gainft 
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gainft that guilty tribe, I will not hide from 
you the luftre of thofe deeds by which they 
have diitinguifhed themfelves. Their invin
cible valour has, an hundred times carried 
fire and fword, with deftroying fury through 
the territories of the Caftilians : an hundred 
times have their victorious hands decorated 
our mofques with the Standards of the enemy. 
But, rage, and a thirft for blood fuilied the 
glory of thefe exploits. Never did a Zegri 
bring home a captive ; eyery man whom he 
mattered in the field, fell by his fabre: his 
ferocity was never foftened by love or friend-
fhip.. Proudly difdainful of thofe amiable 
qualities, thofe graces, thofe talents which 
are the delight of our court, they regard 
the gentlenefs of fenfibility, as effeminate 
weaknefs. Haughty, fierce, and turbulent, 
they delight only in the fields of death, and 
know no joys, but thofe of battle and of 
vicdory: all other arts they defpife. 

They have been long animated with the 
moft violent jealoufy of the generous Aben-
cerrap-oes. Often were thefe two valiant 
tribes on the point of deciding their diffe

rences 
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r ences by arms. It was with difficulty that 
Muley-Haffem, exerting all his authority, 
maintained peace between them. But, their 
hatred was open ; and all the principal fami
lies in Grenada had embraced one or the o-
their party. The Almorades, the Alabez Sup
ported the caufe of the Abencerragoes; while 
the Gomeles, and the Vanegas defended the 
Zegries. The other more obfcure tribes 
had imitated this example. Divifion reign
ed through the court and the city. And 
my father was conftantly in terrour of fee
ing Grenada deluged with blood. 

The exalted and tender foul of Muley-
Haffern, naturally determined him in refpecfc 
to the party whom it became him to favour. 
His own virtues inclined him infenfibly, and 
even involuntarily to the Abencerragoes. 
This preference, which he could not hide, 
furnifhed new fuel to the hatred of their e-
nemies. This Muley faw; and to pacify the 
difcontents of the Zegries by a fignal marls 
of his favour, took a wife out of their tribe,. 
Aixa, daughter of Almadan became queen 
©f Grenada. But, Aixa had no quality to 

recommend 
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recommend her, except beauty: pride and 
an unfeeling heart, hereditary in her family, 
fuliied the luftre of her charms. My father 
could not love, and was obliged to divorce 
her, after the had bom him, an heir to his-
crown. That prince was the impotentiy 
paffionate Boabdil, who. now reigns over the 
Moors, and whole character I iball foon ex
plain to you. 

The king, having found marriage a date 
of unhappinefs, would not again fubmit to
fts bonds. The iove which he had long enter
tained for a Spanifh captive, had rendered his 
heart unfufceptible of tender fentiments to
wards any other object. The fair Leonora? 
had captivated his foul.—-To the worfhip of 
her fathers, fhe remained faithfully attached,, 
without hope or deiire to- become queen of 
the Modems. It was not the power, but 
the perfonal qualities of Muley, that fhe lo
ved. She would often weep with him for 
the evils to which his rank expofed him. 
She was his confolation amidft the tedium 
of royalty, the irkfomenefs of court-forma
lity, and. the emptinefs of grandeur*, fhe 

toothed 



64 GONSALVO OF CORDOVA 
foothed thofe fecret uneafineifes, and that 
devouring chagrin to which kings are con= 
demned who have no friends. 

The firft fruit of their loves was the gene-
rous Almanzor, who, at prefent, defends 
Grenada, and of whofe exploits the renown 
may perhaps have reached you. 

Yes, anfwered Gonfaivo, earnestly, I know 
the valiant warriour. Who knows not, 
that the virtuous Almanzor is the belt ftay 
of your empire, the glory, the pattern of 
your court! Who knows not, that the 
young prince, fo- terrible in battle, com
mands even from his enemies, that admira
tion, that refpecf, and that lafting attach
ment, which, notwithstanding the oppofi-
tion of war ftill unite great, fouls to one a-
nother ? My heart feels for him Sentiments 
oS veneration. He is the only one among 
you, Moors, whom I defire to emulate ; him 
would I equal: to SurpaSs him is impoffible. 

The princeSs listened with high delight to 
the praiSes of a brother whom file loved and 
admired. She thanked Gonfalvo with a 
Smile, and continued her Story. 

, I was 
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I was the laft pledge of the mutual love of 
the king and his Leonora. .Never did tender 
mother more for a.child than fhe for me. 
She fuçkled me with her own milk. She 
would intruft no one with the care of my 
early infancy. She prefided alone over my 
education. My tears flow, when I think of: 
thofe happy days which I paffed in my mo
ther's arms and tinder her eye. My brother,. 
Almanzor, never left us. Being fome years 
older than I, he explained to me thofe lef-
fons which I could ndt, by myfelf, compre
hend ; and taught me all that he had learn
ed himfelf. I received his inftructions with 
gratitude. Even then I regarded him with 
that tender and confidential refpect of which 
my heart has ever fince retained the impref-
fion. Muley would often come to join our 
harmlefs fports. With us lie forgat the un-
eafinefs cccafioned to him by Boabdii. The 
bell of mothers was. delighted, as if the hea
vens had been opened upon her, when the 
king whom fhe adored, vifited her,. in her 
retirement, and with a father's fondnefs, 
preffed his dear children in ..his arms. 

VOL. IL : I Alas I 
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Alas! thole days'were too happy to lift. 
The Spaniard attacked our frontiers. -My* 
brother, at glory's call," left us, and: ha& 
tened to the field of-war. His valour j and 
Splendid exploits could not'confide us Tor 
the want of his Society. He returned always-
in triumph, and laid his laurels at his mo
ther's feet. But, he was inftantly'go'ne again. 
Imyfelf, being now obliged to appear at 
court, and to' live amidft its buftle, regret
ted thofe peaceful days which had been blef-
Sed by parental and- fraternal love. I had 
foon more painful-Subjects of regret; to pre
pare me for misfortune. ' 

My mother was ravifhed from me. She 
expired, after long Sufferings, in my arms. 
O my good and worthy mother I the lofs of 
you Still afflicts me v/ith frefh forrow: your 
laft words • fti-11: thrill my heart. Tendered: 
of mothers! look watchfully down upon me 

- from the blifs of heaven! I have not Swerved 
from:the oaths wfiich Ivowed to you, on 
thy death bed; render me, in like manner; 
faithful to the duties which you taught me: 
and, Oh I into this breaft, warm with the 

remembrance 
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.remembrance of you, may thofe virtues de-
icend, of which you fet an iiluftrious example* 

; Zulema here paufed : fobs interrupted her 
-utterance. With her. fair :hands She Strove 
to hide the tears that flowed over her coun
tenance. Gonfalvo, whofe emotions were 
Jittie lefs violent than her's, gazed-on her, 
with moiftened eyes. Herefpecled her grief 
too much, to interrupt her pious fllence. 
At laft. the princefs refumed her narrative, 
in a tremulous voice.. : \ 

The king was inconfeiable. Nothing but 
his attachment to my brother and me, could 
have given him Strength of mind, to furvive 
thè lois of his Leonora. Alman zor was with 
the army. He returned in forrov/, to mingle 
his.tears with thofe of a father who would 
no longer permit him to leave him. Boah-
dil, who had long been engaged dn. criminal 
machinations, took advantage of his abfence, 

7 o ->. 

and won the hearts of the ibldiers. Boab-
dil was formed to dazzle every eye. Graced 
by nature with every perianal advantage, he 
difpiayed at the fame time, that Splendid 
valour which is peculiarly pleafing in a young 
; I 2 prince,, 
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prince, and diftinguifhed himfelf by that pro
digality which courtiers fo lavifhly praife. 
Why cannot I add, that Boabdil was adorned 
by other great qualities ! But, perfidious flat
terers have corrupted his youth. Early per
verted by their counfels, he knew no duties, 
except thofe of other men towards his rank. 
He thought himfelf above all laws, becaufe 
he was above the punifhrnents of law. He 
confidered not, that the moft terrible of all 
punifhrnents, the hatred and contempt of 
the public, fall upon the great, who are ex
alted above the reach of the laws. He in
dulged his paffions, till they became vicious. 
He foon loft the feeling of remorfe, the laft 
friend of the virtues, and from pleafure, pro
ceeded to excefs, from excefs to guilt. Un
happy fate of young princes ; that the whole 
tenor of their life fhould always depend upon 
their choice of their firft friends ! * 

Yielding himfelf up, without refetve, to 
the Zegris who longed to fee a prince of their 
own blood upon the throne ; Boabdil pre
pared to repeat that criminal enterprize 
which has been too frequently tried among 

us, 
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as, the,dethronement of a father by a fon, 
the deposition of a prince by his Subjects. 
Hfe endeavoured to feduce the army to hig 
interefts ; and none but the Abencerragoes 
offered any oppofition to his impious defigns. 
Thofe faithful Soldiers warned Muley of what 
was going forwards. My father repaired 
inftantly to the army, fhewed himfelf to the 
foldiers, and by his pretence, checked the 
riling Sedition. But the evil was too deeply 
rooted. A fmall fpark was foon to produce 
a mighty conflagration. The king, Still fuf-
picious of an unnatural fon whom he durft 
riot punifh, concluded a peace with the Spa
niards, and difconcerted the Zegris by dif-
banding his army. 

On his return to his capital, Muley hoped 
to calm the minds of the discontented, and 
to drive faction from his court, by offering 
a nobler Scope to that reftlefs impetuofity, 
that unfettiing inconfiancy by which the 
character of the Moors has been always dif-
tinguifhed. Feafts, tournaments, and games 
once frequent in Grenada, were, by his or
ders, renewed. A prey to the Sorrow which 

had 
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lad fettled on his heart, ftill weeping the lefs 
:of his dear Leonora, he himfelf could not 
well take part in thofe feftivities. But, his 
wife purpofe was, to provide employment 
for'the martial youth, which might prevent 
•the breaking out of civil war ; the profpecd 
jpf- which was terrible to a benevolent and 
feeling heart like his. 

My brother's marriage gave occafion for 
thofe feftivities. The brave Almanzor had 
rlong loved with ardent paflion, the fair Mo-
xaima, of the tribe of the Abencerragoes. 
Ah! who could nave refuted the homage of 
the rnoft valiant and molt virtuous of prin
ces ? The young Abencerrago confulted her 
mother, and intruded to her, the fecret of 
fier heart. Her mother permitted her to a-
yow her mutual paffion to her lover.. From 
•that day, the young Moraima dived,. and 
breathed only for the hero who was. matter 
of her foul. Never did the leaft; fufpicion, 
or the flighted; quarrel arife to interrupt the 
eonftancy of their loves. Sure of -one.ano
ther, and-deeply affected both with a paflion 
^yhich y/as founded on the rnoft perfect mu

tual 
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tual efteem, certain that the univerfe would" 
be deftroyed, fooner than either of them 
change, they expected the day of their mar
riage with that foft impatience which Serveŝ  
only to give a relifh to prefent happinefs, 
They knew that they Should be ftill happier -, • 
but, were already fo, in pleaffng hope. It 
was enough, that they Taw each other daily 
talked of their mutual fondriefs, and encou
raged one another to the practife of new vir
tues. To them thefe pleafures were fo Sweet, 
that their pure and chafte fouls could ima
gine none to furpafs them. 

The king determined to unite. them lit 
marriage, and to difplay all his magnificence 
at their wedding. Moraima, wearing a veit' 
enriched with pearls, and a robe of cloth of 
gold, garnifhed with jewels, was conducted 
through the city, according to the cuftonx 
of our nation, riding on a Stately fteed, and 
attended by a company of ladies. Players 
on mufical instruments went before her-
Behind followed a train of fiaves, carrying 
in bafkets ornamented with flowers of Per-
dan tiffue, Indian veils, rich dreffes for the 

young; 
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young bride. Thus did fihe repair to the 
mofque, where the Abencerragoes waited to 
receive her. Almanzof came, attended by 
my father, and followed by a brilliant and 
gallant train. He himfelf was diftinguimed 
above them all, by his ftature, his figure, 
and that air of greatnefs and of goodnefs, 
which fo expreffively indicates the happy 
tranquillity enjoyed by an amiable and vir
tuous mind. 

The imam invoked the prophet. The 
people anfwered with their prayers for the 
felicity of the young pair. They were then 
conducted, cymbals and drums founding as 
they proceeded, to the palace of the Alham-
bra. The rnoft exquifite perfumes burnt 
round them, as they went. The fair Mo-
raima was preceded by twelve young virgins 
arrayed in white : as many youths, crown
ed with roles, walked before Almanzor. 
Thofe youths and maidens ftrewed flowers 
before the newly wedded pair, and fung al
ternately thefe verfes. 
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Hail wedded love! belt boon of heav'n! 
The trueft blifs that mortals know 

In thee, to gild our fate, is giv'n, 
And charm away the fenfe of woe*. 

To youthful fouls how deaf thy fway! 
When with fond love the heart beats high$ 

And Hymen's torch with pureft ray 
Lights to the couch of nuptial joy. 

Not fmiling childhood's fportive hours, 
The charm, deals o'er the Stripling's heart, 

Or wine's, or wit's bewitching pow'rs, 
Can genuine joys like thine impart. 

Oh! may the kind, connubial vows, 
By which this happy pair are join'd, 

Fondly rever'd while life allows, 
Long, long in flow'ry bands them bind. 

And from their virtuous loves arife 
Young heroes brave, and maidens fairI 

Heroes who valour's meed Shall prize, 
Maids, love's and honour's fav'rite care! 
VOL. XL K Bleft 
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©left pair ! may all your offspring fliine t 
With-all their parents' virtues grac'dy 

Bold are the lion's gen'rous line, 
And the young turtle true, and chafte; 

Muley-Haffem had appointed for the next 
day, a running, at the ring, and a cane-play, 
the favourite diversions of our nation *» 
All our warriours prepared to engage in 
them : all lavifhed every expence, in order to 
distinguish themfelves by Splendid armour,, 
and-handfome Steeds. The young beauties 
oS the court, trembling for the fucoefs of 
their lovers, eagerly Sent them knots, rib
bands, and devices. Several maids made a 
fdrSt avowal of their love; facrificing their 
own pride, that they might animate the 
courage of the favoured-youths. 

Hardly had the Sun begun to gild the 
Summits of the palaces of Grenada, when the 
people of the city, with a crowd of Strangers, 
who had come to witnefs the feftivities of 

this, 

* This cane-play, here defcribed, is ftill the favourite 
diversion of the Mamalukes of Egypt. See Sa-var/i and 
Welney't Travels. 
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fhis happy occafion, went to fill the feats 
which had been raifed in the fquare of Viva-
rambla. In the middle of that wide circuit, 
in which twenty thoufand warr-iours might 
eafily be ranged in battle-array, flood a Splen
did palm-tree, a mailer-piece of Sculpture, 
and a wonder of Sumptuous magnificence. 
Its trunk was of brafs, its foliage of gold. 
A bar of filver upon one of its long leaves, 
bent it down with its weight, and remain
ing in equipoife, fuftained the ring which 
was to be the victor's prize. When this 
ring was carried away, the ingenuity of the 
artizan had contrived, that another fliould 
ftart from the point of the column, and pre-
fent itfelf to the contenders. At the foot of 
the palm was a Space, inclofed for the judges, 
and for the muficians who were, by the 
Sound of their inftruments, to announce the 
victory. For the king, his family, and his 
court were balconies, covered with precious 
Stuffs, and having magnificent canopies, rai
fed over them. A thoufand windows, de
corated with garlands, and occupied by the 
faireft of our young Moorifh dames, formed 

K 2 a funerb 
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a fuperb and beauteous fpecbacle, all around 
the fquare. 

Already had the judges taken their places : 
already was Muley arrived, in all thé be-
coming pomp of majefty, and leading by the 
hand Moraima, who was refplendent with 
diamonds. The people, fecretly feduced by 
the perfidious Zegris, did not receive their 
monarch with the wonted exprefiions of joy 
and affection. Muley felt the mortification ; 
and tears filled his eyes. He turned to my 
brother who followed with me, and faid ; 
My ton, I have lived too long ; I am no lon
ger beloved. We caught his hands, and 
preded them with tendernefs. He fat down 
between us. His court were around him ; 
the balconies were filled ; and the found of 
trumpets anfwering each other from the four 
barriers of the fquare, announced the ap
pearance of the combatants. 

They entered by different fides, in four 
bands. The Abencerragoes compofëd the 
fir ft. Robed in blue tunics, embroidered 
with fiiver and pearls, mounted on white 
fteeds, whole harneffes were garnifhed over 

With 
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with fapphires, they wore, on their turbans 
a plume of blue feathers, blue being the fa
vourite colour of the Abencerragoes, and 
on their bucklers a lion chained by a fhep-
herdefs, with thefe words for the device, 
Gentle yet terrible, expreillve of the character 
of their tribe. They were all in the flower 
of their age, beauteous, bright, and anima
ted by hope, and by that noble pride which 
Is foftened by politenefs, while it confers on 
it a graceful dignity. They advanced under 
the conduct of Aben-Hamet, of Aben-Hamet 
for whofe misfortunes your tears mult fhort-
ly flow, but ail whofe care then was, to con
quer before Zoraida. 

The Zegries came next. Their tunics 
were green, and embroidered with gold. 
A black plume, for black is the ill-boding 
colour of their family, was difplayed upon 
their turbans. Long houfings, enriched with, 
emeralds, covered the backs of their black 
fteeds. With haughty heads, and lowering 
eyes, they followed the ferene All, the for
midable chief of their tribe ; who, by forty 
years of victory, had gained the furname of 

the 
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,the Sword of God; and who, as well as al 
liis companions, bears on his broad buckler, 
n fcymetar dropping blood, with thefe words, 
Behold my law J 

The Alabez and the Gomeles formed the 
two rail bands. The Alabez, wearing robes 
•of carnation, embroidered with iilver, rode 
on dun horfes, and wore the turhan of 
the Abencerragoes. The Gomeles, 
being connected with the Zegries, wore 
tunics of purple and gold, and rode on bay 
horfes, while the black plume waved on their 
•turbans. 

Thefe four troops came, one after another, 
to falute the king, then performed fome 
.evolutions, and fell back to the four fides 
of the fquare. 

Prince Boabdil then appeared, riding on 
an African fteed, that teemed to breathe fire 
from his noitrils. At fight of him, the peo
ple fhouted for joy. Boabdil, pafiing the 
the Abencerragoes with an air of contempt, 
went to take his place among the Zegries 
•who received him with eager refpect. All 
would have yielded to him the command of 

the 
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the troop - but this the prince refuted. The 
king then ordered the judges to diftribute 
equal lances to thofe who chofe to contend) 
for the prize. 

Each of the troops was to name twelve: 
out of their number, to run at the rings to
gether. If only one was wanting, the right 
of running again was loft. A Superb egret 
of diamonds was the prize referved for the 
conqueror. Other lets considerable prefents 
were intended to gratify and foodie the 
vanquifhed. 

The Signal was. given y and the firft: who 
advanced, was the charming Aben-Hamet, 
He fprang forward, with the rapidity of an 
arrow, from the blue fquadron. He carried 
off the firft ring. All Zegri would have ra-
vifhed from him the fecond; but was pre
vented by Boabdil. Moved by his hatred of 
Aben Hamet, he flies forward, miffes the ring, 
breaks his lance in a fury, and then retires 
to hide his Shame among the Zegries. All 
next prefented himfelf, and carried away 
the fecond. Aben-Hamet, with the Veloci
ty of lightning, won the third. The fourth 

is 
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is on the lance of Ali. The fquare refound* 
ed with applaufive Shouts. The Abencerra-
go darts forth again. But, his Spear touch
es the column, and drives the ring into the 
air. Aben-Hamet, with incredible dexte
rity, intercepts it on his fpear, before it can 
fall to the ground. The Spectators burft out 
into tranfports of applaufe. Ali durfi not 
again enter the lifts. The Zegries, the Go
meles, and the Alabez follow, but without 
fuccefs. Even the moft fortunate gain not 
mere than five rings. Aben-Hamet has car
ried off twenty. The noife of a thoufand 
drums announces his victory. The judges 
declare, that he has won the prize. He re
ceives it, on his knees, from Moraima's 
hand, and runs to lay it at Zoraida's feet % 
her heart had beat, during the conteft, with 
anxious vows for his fuccefs. 

The four companies next prepare for the 
cane-play. Arming themfelves with light 
and Slender reeds, they run againft one ano
ther, break them on their bucklers, tots 
them into the air, and take them again with-
«mt alighting. Managing with graceful dex

terity. 
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terity, their fteeds Swifter than the eagle, 
they attack, flee, return, form, difperfe, halt, 
rally on a fudden, and all with fuch rapidi
ty, as to elude the aftonifhed eyes of the 
Spectators, which cannot follow their move
ments. . 

Thus, in the fea of Almeria, are compa
nies of dolphins feen to cut the liquid plain, 
to mingle and entwine themfeives together 
in their turnings and windings, to purfue, 
without overtaking each other, and to bound 
all at once above the waters. 

But, dark treafon was yet to pollute 
their feftivities with blood. The treach
erous Zegries wore coats of mail under 
their gold-embroidered garments. Amid 
the gay condition of the games, feveral 
of them changed their reeds for lances. 
Aben-Hamet was firft wounded. Seems: 
his own blood flow, he uttered a cry of rage 
and fprung, with his Sabre in his hand, upon 
the the Zegry by whom he was hurt. Him 
he inftantly flewamong the warriours of his 
own tribe, who all drew their fcymetars. The 
Abencerragoes flew to aid their chief. The 

VOL. I I , L Alabez 
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Alabez declared for them : the Gomeles for/ 
the Zegries. The four troops charged each: 
other; all with equal fury. The names of 
Traitor, arid Perfidious wretch were eager
ly pronounced by all. Blood Streamed over 
the Square. The affrighted people fled. Ha
tred, death, and vengeance were fatiated 
with carnage. 

The king, the judges, and my brother 
Strove, in vain, to pacify them. The voice 
of Almanzor was not recognized ; and the 
authority of Muley was flighted. The jud
ges were trampled under foot. The haplefs 
Abencerragoes whofe Swords could make no 
impreflion on the armour of their enemies; 
foon found that they were treacheroufly en-
Snared. They ran towards the barriers, to* 
take their helmets.- But, the Zegries pur-
Sued, preffed upon them, and flew numbers 
in the narrow pafSage. On that bloody 
day, the valiant family of the Abencerragoes 
might have been exterminated, if my bro
ther who was in compleat armour, had not 
Suddenly appeared in the Square, and by 
meeting the affauit of the conquerors, fa

voured 
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soured the efcape of the Abencerragoes. 
The Zegries, retiring by a different paffage 
fpread through the feveral quarters of the 
city; crying, To arms! To arms! Long 
live our king Boabdil 1 Ivluley-Haifem 's reign 
is expired. The people, bribed by them, foon 
augmented the numbers of the rebel band. 
All Grenada role in inftant iniurrection. 
The doors of the houfes were fhut. An 
hundred thoufand lances glared in the ftreet; 
terrific fcrearns.rebounded through. the: air. 
Boabdil, amidft the Zegries, kindled up the 
flame of rebellion. He was proclaimed king 
by the factious infurgents, and proceeded 
inftantly to the Alhambra, followed by an 
innumerable troop, 

Muley-Hafiem had retired to this palace, 
where he remained, with hardly any about 
him, but his family. We preffed him in 
our feeble arms, and drove to encourage 
him, while terrour took away our fixength 
and power of fpeech. The good king had 
no fears for himfeif, but was concerned fole-
ly for his fubjecds. For them only did he 
Sweep, and implore the Almighty. O Allah! 

L 2 cried 
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cried he, lifting up his trembling hands, 
break my fceptre in pieces, but fave my peo
ple ; pardon their fury ; they are deceived 
and led unwittingly aftray. Punifh them 
not, O God of goodnefs ! 

Almanzor was, in the mean time, prepa
ring for our defence. He muttered up the 
guards, armed the llaves, fliut the gates of 
the Alhambra, placed archers upon all the 
towers, and appeared himfelf upon the plat
form, leaning upon that lance at which the 
Zegries trembled. 

He foon faw his brave Abencerragoes ap
proach, clad in bright fteel, and transported 
with indignant rage, The Almorades, the 
Alabez, and the other tribes who remained 
true to their allegiance, came, at the fame 
time, to die in defence of their king; and 
difdaining to await the enemy within the 
wads of the palace, placed themfelves before 
the gates. Almanzor flew into the midid of 
them, A thousand fhouts were raifed at fight 
of the hero. Another peal replied to thofe: 
and the Zegries, the Vanegas, and the Gome-

Ies 
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Its appeared, with Boabdil at their head, and 
followed by a furious, undifciplined throng. 

At fight of Almanzor, they Hopped. Tu
multuous noife was Succeeded by a deep fi-
lence. They durft not inftantly prefume 
to raife their hands aarainft the hero of Ore-
nada, the object of their high admiration. 
But, at the renewed mitigation of Boabdil, 
they clofed their ranks, and lowered their 
lances. The trumpets were beginning to 
found on both fides, the dreadful fignal, 
when the gates of the Alhambra were fud-
denly opened ; and Muley-Idaffem, with the 
crown and the fceptre in his hands, advan
ced between the two armies. 

Stay your hands, cried he. Draw not down 
on yourfelves the wrath of heaven by em-
bruing your hands, brethren as you are, in 
each other's blood. Spare thofe lives which 
will be more wifely expofed again ft the Spa
niards. Abencerragoes, Zegries, beware of 
forging chains to bind your own hands j 
forget your fatal difcords ; referve your va
lour to be difpiayed againft the common 
enemy. You are offended, you fay; am 

not 
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not I alio offended ? Learn from me, what 
fort of revenge you ought to purfue. 

People of Grenada! you are weary of my 
reign. From this inftant, it is at an end. 
You have' removed from me your affection; 
and I will not retain your crown. Come, 
Boabdil, receive it from me. Take the 
fceptre you deiire; you may perhaps find it 
too heavy. Come hither, my fon, ceafe to 
gaze with aftonifhment, and come hither. 
View thefe hoary hairs. Thinkeft thou, that 
for the fake.of reigning during the few days 
I have yet to live, I would expofe my peo
ple to death.? Ah! Boabdil, Boabdil, thou 
haft never known my heart. Often haft 
thou wrung it with anguifh. But, thy fa
ther forgives thee all,: only make thy new 
Subjects happy: .may thy juftice and benefi
cence, never give them caufe to repent of 
what they this day do for thee! 

The venerable old man, as he Said thefe 
words, prefented the crown and fceptre to 
Ms fon. Boabdil, ftruck with confufion, 
flood motionlefs, and with downcaft eyes. 
He durft not lopk his father in the face, nor 
: : advance 
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END OF THE SECOND BOOK. 

advance a fiep towards him. Muley pre
venting him, placed on his bluihing brow, 
that diadem which was, the object of his 
guilty withes. Then, turning to the two par
ties who remained in fpeechlefs amazement: 
Abencerragoes, faid he, falute the king of 
Grenada; and you, Zegries, fwear to a peace 
with your generous enemies. 

At thefe words, the people, in a tranfport 
of joy, exclaimed : Long live king Boabdii, 
Long live the Abencerragoes, the Zegries, 
and Muley-Haffem! Boabdii was conducted, 
in pomp, to the palace of the Alhambra. 
My father, attended by Almanzor, Moraima, 
and me, retired to the Albayzin, the ancient 
abode of the firft Moorifh kings of Grenada, 
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K R G IT M' E N T. 

ZULEMA relates what changes happened at Gre* 

nada in the reign of Boabdii. Corrupted 

-manners of the Court and the King. Loves 

of Aben-Hamet and Zoraida. Captivity of 

Ibrahim. Aben-Hamet goes to refcue him. 

Boabdii becomes Aben-Hamefs rival. He 

oppofes the marriage of the two lovers. He 

fiends Aben-Ha-met againfil the Spaniards. 

• Aben-Hamet conquered by Gonfalvo. The 

Spanijh hero penerates into Grenada. The 

Jaws condemn Aben-Hamet to death. Zoraida, 

to five him, marries king Boabdii. Almanzor 

conducís Aíben-Hamei ta a difiance from Gre

nada. Aben-Hamet deceives him, and returns. 
¡ He finds Zoraida. in the Generalif. Conver-

fiation between the two lovers. Four Zegries-

dij'cover them together, and, inform the King. 

Rage of Boabdii. Death of Aben-Hamet. 

Maffacre of the Abencerragoes. An infant 

fiaves the tribe. A combat in the palace. 

The Abencerragees leave Grenada. 
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BOOK THIRD. 

FTjHHE greateft, the happieft of monarchs, 
-I- he whom victory and fortune have 

loaded with their favours, he who affembles 
round his throne all the Splendour, and all 
the enjoyments of glory, yet wants that 
pureft felicity, which is the deareft to a feel
ing heart,—-the certainty of being beloved. 
The homage lavifhly paid to him, the prai-
fes with which he is loaded,—even the fide
lity of which he is allured," have all an eye 
to a reward. It is not to his perfon, but t© 
his rank,, that intereft addreffes her vows. 
The thought of this Is, at any time, enough 
to embitter his enjoyments. A well found
ed fufpicion intermingles with the milder 
Sentiments of his heart. It is his misfor
tune that, as he can pay for every thing, he 
may never fafely flatter himfelf, that there 
is aught difintereftedly beitowed upon him. 

№ 2 But 
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But, Muley defcending from the throne, 

and hiding himfelf again among the com
mon ranks of men, thus regained the nobleft, 
the moft precious right of humanity, that of 
finding friends. His numerous courtiers 
difappeared; the Abencerragoes alone re
mained attached to him. That virtuous 
tribe ftill regarded him as their king: and 
paid him greater rei'pecf. in proportion to the 
diminution of his power. . Almanzor, his 
young wife, and I emuloufly concurred to 
foften the fate of the old and degraded mo
narch by every tender care. Pleafed to con-
fecrate our days to duties fo delightful to 
our hearts, we prefumed not to complain of 
a crime which had rendered us happy, by 
uniting us in domeftic fociety with the belt 

• of fathers. If we regretted his lofs of his 
crown, it was, for the fake of his people, 
and of himfelf: if he ever fighed for the 
want, it was on account of his fubjecbs and 
his children. 

Meanwhile, the new king of Grenada 
changed its afpecd. The old viziers were dif-
mifled, and young courtiers entrufted wdth 

their 
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their offices. The leaders of the army, who 
had grown hoary amidft the perils and con
tentions of war, faw their toils and woundg 
repaid with exile.. Boys, known only for 
their vices, or the unmerited favour of the 
monarch, were raifed to command old Soldi
ers who had been comrades with their fathers. 
That ancient difcipline, which had been the 
parent of valour and of victory, was in a 
moment forgotten. The army was now a 
crowd of, mercenaries, ftrangers to order, 
bold againfr their commanders, but cowardly 
before the enemy. Our frontiers, hardly 
known to governors who redded at court, 
were furprifed and invaded by the vigilance 
of the Spaniards. And, to. crown our 
misfortunes, at this fatal period, heaven 
raifed up againft us that terrible enemy of 
the Moors, that unconquered Caftilian whofe 
name has undoubtedly reached your remote 
regions, the proud Confaivo of Cordova. 

His exploits, his rapid fuccefs could not 
awaken Boabdii out of his Ignominious le-
thcrgy. Led, every day, more and more 
aftray by the guilty Zegris, the monarch was 

now 
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now wholly abforbed in thofe tumultuous 
pleafures which flatterers crowd around a 
Sovereign, to hinder him from hearing the 
cries of an oppreifed people. To the mag
nificent games and public feftivals infdtuted 
by Muley-HafTem, had Succeeded, under the 
young king, myfterious affemblies, effemi
nate dances, and prolonged feftivities, from 
which modefty and temperance were ba
il if bed. Tender, refpeciful love was now a 
Subject of raillery. The gallantry of Gre
nada, famous among all nations, was deba
sed to low licentioufhefs. 

Amidft thefe vices, ominous of our mis
fortunes, a paffion which teemed to have 
been, long fince extinguifhed by refiftance, 
Suddenly returned its influence on the impe
tuous Soul of Boabdil. The object of this 
unhappy paffion was the fair Zoraida, daugh
ter to old Ibrahim. 

Zoraida was of Africa. From her earlieft 
Infancy, the had been tried in misfortune. 
She loft her mother when in the cradle. Her 
father, who had been firft minifter to the 
king of Tremezen, Saw his unfortunate maf-
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ter dethroned, was himfelf profcribed, and 
ftripped of all his property ; after which, he, 
with his daughter, had made their efcape, 
and come to implore the pity of Muley-Haf-
fem. My father received him at his court, 
gave him the government of the important 
city of jaen, and refolved to educate Zo
raida in the palace. 

She was juft, riling from infancy. Her 
opening, charms foon inflamed the hearts of 
our young warriours. Abenddamet, the 
amiable chief of the Abencerragoes, who-
won the prize on the day when the difioyal-
ty of the Zegries broke forth, who was then 
young as Zoraida, no fooner knew her, than 
he chofe and adopted her for his lifter. 
Only befide her could he be happy.. A thou-
fand times did he repeat his vows to love 
her with unchanging conftancy. The young 
African-maid anfwered his love with mutual 
promifes; and ingenoufly avowed that file 
could love none but him. Delightful ori~ 
vilege of that happy age, when franknefts-
and candour are not yet reprobated as weak-
nefs and folly! 

When 
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When Zoraida advanced to the age of fif
teen, fhe became more referved. Aben^ 
Hamet was then mote timid. He no lon
ger prefumed, as formerly, to go., every 
hour, to her apartment. He loft even the 
confidence to talk to her of friendftdip. But, 
he was now more deeply than ever captiva
ted with her charms, and under the influence 
of a firft love, which in generous, virtuous 
fouls, ever glows, with a flame Angularly 
pufe and ardent, he continually followed, 
waited upon, and fought for her. In the 
palace, at the mofque, in the garden of the 
Generalif, he was conftantly near her. He 
could not leave her fight. Ablent from her, 
exiftence was a burthen to him. When to
gether, they would bafidfully remain with 
downcaft eyes; a bluih of modefty fuf-
fufed either brow; their tongues Hammer
ed out a few foft words, without order or 
coherence; and both feemed deprived of 
that captivating wit which they difplayed at 
other times with the moft graceful facility. 

At this period did Gonfalvo enter our 
territories with an army, and appear fud-

denly 
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derily before Jaen, where old Ibrahim . held 
'the command. Jaeh was taken by afll 
after a long and vigorous defence.' Tht * 
ther of Zoraida waS made prifonef. 

His daughter, all bathed in tears, fell he-
fore the king, and embracing his kne s s ? 
Reftore, faid fhe, refcore to me my faths T s • 
and take from me all that your indulge! A t 

kindnefs has lavifhed on my youth. Wit ^1 

the author of my days, I fhall be content it l 

a cottage. Or, if Gonfalvo is Inflexible, at 
leaft obtain permiffion for me to fhare my 
father's bondage, and dedicate my life to the 
fervice of him to whom I owe it. 

Muley, affected by her grief, promifed to 
write to Gonfalvo, and fwore that the firft 
article of peace fhould be the liberation of. 
Ibrahim. He confoled his difconfolatedaugh-; 

ter; and redoubled his kindnefs and care to 
render her condition happy. 

But, Aben-Hamet who witneffed her tears, 
and felt his heart throb with fyrnpathetic 
anguifh at each pearly drop he faw her fhed, 
-—-refolved to wipe away the forrows of his 
love. Fearing, that, in the uncertainty of 

VOL.. II. N a 
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a peace, Ibrahim might be long retained' & 
captivity, and not being yet of an age to ; 

make any difpofition of the immenfe pro
perty which he poiTeffed, he left the court, 
and went to find Gonfalvo. Addrefiing 
him with the generous confidence of youth 
and' love 

Magnanimous'warfiour! faid he, I am 
chief of the Abencerragoes. My tender age 
has not yet- permitted me to try my valour 
againft yours. That happy day will come, 
I hope. You- know the nobility of my fa
mily ; and may well conceive, that their 
wealth will be eagerly lavlfhed for my ran-
fom. The brave Ibrahim is deftitute of for
tune : accept me inftead of the old man: 
reftore that unfortunate father to his daugh
ter, who has nought but her tears to offer 
you, and inftead of him receive the richeft 
youth of Grenada. 

Having thus faid, he was filent. Gonfalvo 
was moved. Abencerrago, faid he, thou 
Shalt not be my captive. I defire thine 
efteem, not thy riches. Return to Grenada 
with Ibrahim. To thy virtue I grant his 

, "liberty.--
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liberty. And, if fo flight a favonr moves 
thy gratitude, meet me not in battle. 

Oh! how was Zoraida overjoyed, when 
Aben-Hamet returning prefented to her the 
parent whom fhe adored! Scarcely believing 
the reality of her happinefs, fhe threw her-
felf upon the old man's neck, and fobbing 
deeply, preffed him to her bofom. Ibrahim 
impatiently told, how much he owed to the 
Abencerrago; and joining the hands of the 

. young lovers, fwore by Allah, that, within a 
few days, they fhould be infeparably united. 

The gallant generality of Aben-Hamet 
was univerfally talked of, through Grenada. 
His courage was honoured with the higheit 
praifes ; and all were interefted for the fuc-
cefs of his love. The magnanimity of Gon-
falvo was highly admired, and I muft con
fers, my lord, that although this haughty 
Spaniard be the fcourge of my country, al-. 
though his invincible arm has been an hun
dred times dyed in my brothers' blood; yet 
his noble franknefs in war, and his gentle * 
clemency after the fight make him revered 
by our nation. Every warriour knows his 
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courage, and every captive his humanity. 
The Abencerragoes, in honour to his vir
tues, delivered up twelve chriftian prifoners, 
chofe put twelve African couriers, and fent 
thefe to the Caftilian hero, as a faint tefti-
mony of their gratitude. 

Muley-Haffem had exprefied his approba
tion of the marriage of Aben-Hamet and his 
miftrefs. He determined, that it mould 
follow fpeedily after the nuptials of Alman-
zor. But, the impotentiy pafllonate Boad-
dil fell in love with Zoraida, Suppoling 
that file would be dazzled by his rank,-he 
prefumed to offer her his hand. Without vio
lating the refpecfc due to the heir-apparent 
of the crown, the daughter Gf Ibrahim re
jected his vows. She thought herfelf for
gotten by a heart fb little formed for love,, 
at the time when my father loft his crown. 
The firit ufe that Boabdil made of his ufur-
ped power, was to forbid old Ibrahim to 
chufe Aben-Hamet for his fon-in-Iaw. 

Ibrahim, in defpair at the prohibition, 
would at leaft try to fcothe and foften the 
monarch. He went with the fond Aben-

HametS: 
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Hamet,. to caft himfelf at his- feet. He de
manded, as the only reward of his loyalty, 
and of his long fervices, permifiion to teftify 
his gratitude ; that, at the age of eighty, he 
might not,- for the firft time, be wanting to 
the obligations of honour. Boabdil would 
not liften to him. Aben-Hamet who filently 
awaited the fentence of his life or death, 
raifed Ibrahim in an emotion of hidden fury, 
and fixing on the king, his keen eyes : 

Zoraida, faid he, is mine by her father's 
will, by her own, by all the rights of love 
and friendfhlp. Thefe are my titles to her 
perfon. What can be your motives for with
holding what I have earned by my fervices ? 

I am not to give you an account of my 
purpofes, replied the monarch in a tone of 
fierce indignation: my fubjects can merit 
nothing, unlets what my bounty bellows. 

Boabdil, cried Aben-Hamet, thy fubjects 
learned from the Zegries to dethrone a juft 
monarch: dread, leaft the Abencerragoes. 
teach them to punifh a tyrant. 

The king feized his fcymetar.—-Ibrahim 
again caft himfelf at his feet. •• Me, me muft 

you. 
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you ftrike, faid he; I gave him my daughter. 
While I have life, Zoraida fhall be for my 
deliverer. End my days, Boabdil, that my 
faith may remain unviolated. 

- The old man then bared his bofom, which 
was covered over with fears, and prefented 
it to the monarch's fword. Thofe who flood 
around them, and even the Zegries them-
Selves, expreffed compaffion. Aben-Hamet, 
with his poniard in his hand, ilood ready to 
defend his father. The monarch, with low
ering, downcaft eyes, feemed to meditate, 
what refolution he Should take. He dread
ed the Abencerragoes. He feared, .that a 
deed of barbarity might overthrow his tot
tering throne. But, having been long inu
red in the arts of perfidy, he delayed his 
crime, only that he might, with the better 
certainty perpetrate it. : 

At laft, compofing his countenance, and 
pretending to reprefs jufl refentment; Ibra
him, faid he, your virtues have reflored my 
clemency. In refpeel to them, do I pardon 
the imprudence of Aben-Hamet. As to 
your daughter, fo high a reward cannot be 

merited 
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merited by a fingle act of courage. I fiialf 
myfelf offer her lover a new occafion to prove, 
how well he deferves her. Jaen, which Gon-
falvo has reduced, is a key to my dominions: 
let Aben-Hamet recover it, and Zoraida 
mail be the reward of his valour. 
: The Abencerrago uttered an exclamation 
of joy, and call himfelf at Boabdil's feet. 
O king of Grenada, you arm me with In
vincible vigour. All the blood I have to 
Shed in your fervice, cannot be more than 
an adequate expiation for the rafh words I 
have uttered. 
• The monarch raifed him with diffembled 
kindnefs, proclaimed Aben-Hamet his gene
ral, an d determined, that the army fhould 
within three days, fet out for jaen. 

In thefe three days, which to the impatient 
ardour of the lover and the warriour were 
fo many ages, the brave and tender Aben-
Hamet prepared his Steeds and his arms. I-
brahim reSolved to accompany him. Old 
Ibrahim counted it an honour to Serve un
der the young warriour. My brother was 
to follow i&m. The Abencerragoes made 

.: - ready. 
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ready. The young lover, in a transport of 
joy, ran to throw himfelf at Zoraida's feet, 
and begged her to decorate his lance with a 
ribband from the veil which ihe wore. Zo-
raida fought to conceal the melancholy by 
which Ihe was overpowered. She gave him 
a white fcarf, on which were their names 
embroidered by.her hand, and Inwrought 
together, with the charming words, for ever, 
marking their infeparable union. Zoraida 
weeping, adorned him with this .rich fcarf. 
She dared not intreat him to be careful of 
his life; but ihe begged her lover to watch 
over her father's fafety, andfecretly afked her 
father to reftrain her lover's ardent courage. 

The hour for their departure came. The 
army was drawn out in battle-array. The 
Abencerragoes occupied the right wing : the 
Zegries were on the left. Aben-Hamet foon 
appeared, wearing under his blue tunic, a 
cuixafs which had been fabricated in Fez, 
and upon it the .fcarf received from Zoraida. 
On his turban, which was cafed In fteel, he 
wore the plume, the enfign of his family. 
By his fide hung.a icymetar rich with dia

monds. 
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monds. In his right hand he held a Moor-
ifh lance, armed at both ends with pointed 
fieel. He rode on a white fteed y/hofe mane 
flowed graceful on the ground. He viewed 
his army with looks highly animated by love 
and courage, gave to Almanzof the com
mand of the right wing, intrufted the left 
to Ibrahim's prudence, and prepared to give 
the laid fignal. 

The king then appeared, bearing in his 
hands the Standard of the empire. That 
facred enfign, which displayed a pomegra
nate of rubies on a golden field, was never 
brought from its repository in the mofque, 
urdefs on the moft important occasions. 
Boabdil delivered it into the hands of Aben-
Harnet. 

AbeUCerrago, faid he, prove thyfelf wor
thy of my confidence, and think of the du
ties impofed upon thee by the prefence of 
this facred standard. 

Aben-Hamet, impaflioned as he was, Seiz
ed the enfign with an eager hand, and vow
ed to die fooner than forfake it. He called 
the brave Ocdair, the moft valiant of his 

VOL. II. O brothers, 
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brothers, and gave him the facred ftandardr 
Qctair, proud of the honour, took his place-
befide the general, whom he was never after' 
to quit; and thetrumpets founded a march. 

Alas! Aben-Hamet haftened unconfcioufly 
to ruin. The Zegries-, in concert with the 
perfidious 'Mfig-, had prepared the net of de-
ftruction, to entangle him. The ftandard; 

of Grenada enfured the fuccefs of their 
treachery. Our- laws condemn to death, 
every general who returns from the fields' 
of war, without bringing-back this facred 
pledge of our glory*. It was-in the cruel-
hope that this Standard might be lofii Boab-
dil had intrulted it to his rival. 

Aben-Hamet?s foul was wholly engrofied' 
with the hope of obtaining Zoraida. He 
marched in triumph, at the head of his gal
lant army. He could not ixttrain his tranf-
ports ; and agreeably to the cuftom of our 
nation, when they go out-to battle, he fung 

V 7 : ' thefe: 
... • t 

* TSiis law exifted among the.firft Arabians. At the 
battle o f Mont a, Jaffar made incredible efforts to fave the 
ftandafd of "Mahomet. Savary, fie de Mahomet, page i j K -
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'thefe martial ftrains to the mufic of cymbals 
andrOther inftruments. 

Hark! the trumpet's voice alarms, 
„ Gallant warriours, clad in arms j 

•;, ' A s love, let valour fire each breaft| 
By valour's deeds fhall love be blefh 

-Happy! when, by our fouls ador'd, 
Her radiance on the warriour's fword 
Fair vicl'ry beams : but, happier far! 
When love rewards the toils of war. 

Oft has the fond and conftant youth 
- Met flighting fcorn, for love and truth, 

But, ftill to valour, beauty's kind j 
Beauty was valour's prize defign'd. 
Who conquers in th' embattled field, 
To him fhall beauty fondly yield. 

Unfullied honour, generous love, 
Whom our impaffioned hearts adore ! 

Oh! let our arms fuccefsful prove, 
Or let us, glorious, fall amid the battle's roar! 

But, 
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But, the Zegries had fecretly given notice 
to Gonfalvo. The hero was in- Jâen, with 
his friend L'ara, his faithful friend, Lara, the 
moft famous, after Gonfalvo, of the Cafti-
lian warrlours, and whole valour has been 
little lefs fatal to my country than that of 
the hero of Cordova, 

Although their troops were not numerous, 
yet dld-not the two heroes wait within the 
city to receive the Moors, but advanced to 
meet tfiem, By a Skilful manœuvre, they 
found means to attack our army Suddenly, 
before they had even entered our territories. 
Our Soldiers thus Surprised, were Struck with 
a panic. Aben-Hamet Strove in vain to re
store their courage. He ran forward, fought, 
called upon Gonfalvo, eveh Stopped the hero 
in his career, for a few moments, and woun
ded him. [ But, Gonfalvo, with a more pow
erful arm, laid him low on the duft. Then 
turning upon Octair, he cut away, by a 
Single Stroke, the hand which held the facred 
Standard. Octair Seized it in the other. But 
this was, in like manner, cut off by Gonfalvo, 
Yet, with the Stumps the faithful Octair frill 

held 



GONSALVO OF CORDOVA. 109 

held the facred enfign, and preffed it to 
his breaft. Upon this, he received a fatal 
wound; and the terrible Oaflilian took up 
the ftandard. - : ' : ; : ! n " - ' ' 

Almanzor, at the head of the Abencerra-
goes, itrove to recover it. But, Lara, who 
had by this time driven the Zegries in flight 
before him,returned to furround them.1 The 
combat was now merely a mafiacre. Ibra
him, bathed in his own blood, died, invo
king the name of his dear Zoraida. Alman
zor was' forely wounded, and could hardly 
Hand upoh the field. The Abencerfagoes, 
betrayed and abandoned by the whole army, 
fell,-and bled, without afking quarter, or 
receding a ftep from the body of the dying 
Aben-Hamet. 

Gonfalvo, who regarded them with ad
miration, firft held his hand.„ He com
manded the Spaniards to open, and fuffer 
them to pafs: thus facilitating the retreat of 
enemies whom, he efteerned, whom he defi-
red not to maflacre, but to conquer; Al
manzor took up the bleeding body of Aben-
Hamet, and he was carried off amidft his 

brethren 
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brethren-who retired, without flight, difor-
der, or fear, Almanzor Still turning upon 
the conqueror that front which had been 
often crowned with victory. :- -, 

.Already had the Zegries who firli arrived, 
Spread through Grenada,-the news.of their 
defeat ; -Their wives and mothers, with 
trembling anxiety,: awaited, at the gates, 
the return of the Abencerragoes. Zoraida 
chiefly, Zoraida afked earnestly for her fa
ther and her lover, from all who returned 
from the battle. She faw the valiant family 
reduced to a Scanty pittance, who, befmear-
ecL with blood, and covered over with 
wounds, bore, hi their arms, the dying A-
ben-Hamet. At Sight of him in this condi
tion, She uttered a Shriek, ran forward, and 
flung herfelf upon Almanzor. My father ! 
my father ! Have I loft all in this day of hor-
rour ? Almanzor anfwered with his tears. 
Zoraida call her eyes wildly around, feeking 
for Ibrahim. She fixed them on the pale 
face of her lover, viewed Almanzor, as he 
flood mute, and understanding his Silence 

but 
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but too well, fell down motionlefs, among 
the feet of the horfes. 

She; received immediate affiftance, and 
was carried from the place. Alrrianzor re
paired to the* Alhambra, to give notice to 
the guilty king, of the dangers which threat
ened Grenada. The Abencerragoes, with 
tears, and amidfl general lamentations, con
veyed the unfortunate Aben-Hamet to- his 
houfe. 

His wounds were examined. They were 
numerous and fevere. There was- yet rea-
fbn to hope, however, that he might be la
ved from death. The bleeding of his wounds 
was flayed, and they were anointed with 
that precious balfam which we receive from 
Arabia. Aben-Hamet revived. But, hard
ly had he recovered the ufe of his feelingŝ , 
when pufhing away thofe who flood around 
him 5 I am vanquished! cried he, I am van
quished! T have loft her! I have for ever 
loft herI 

So faying, he tore off the bandages from 
his wounds 5 his blood again flowed y and 
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he fank back into that frate of infenfibility 
from which he had juft revived. 

Zoraida alarmed us equally in the palace. 
In all the depreffion of the deepeft difirefs, 
which rendered her incapable of weeping, 
file gazed wildly upon us, : repeating iricef-
fantly the names of Ibrahim and Ahen-Ha-
met, arid calling her eyes, at times upon the 
ground, aS fhe pronounced thofe much-
loved names. To this feeming tranquillity, 
there fuddenly fucceeded horrible fcreams, 
and convulfive motions. An ardent fever 
foon feized her. In the delirium with which 
it was attended, fhe imagined herfelf tranf-
ported to the midft of a fcene of battle,-
there avenging the death of her father, and 
defending the life of her betrothed lord. 
Every care and every remedy proved inef-
cacious 5 and her life was defpaired of. 

While every family was thus overwhelm
ed with diftrefs, the victorious Gonfalvo ap
peared before the walls of Grenada., My 
brother who had forefeen his approach, my 
brother our only hope, called our warriours 
to arms. Boabdil hifnfelf, with the Zegries 

marched 
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marched out"to meet thé Spaniards. Al-
manzor, with the Abencerragoes, repulfed 
Lara from our walls. But, the king, pref-
fed by.Gonfalvo, fled before the hero, and 
made a ̂ precipitate retreat into the city. The 
intrepid Caftilian purfued. Although de-
ferted by his followers, he urged onward, 
and penetrated to the Alhambra. I faW him, 
my lord, I faw him j his image is ftill pre-
fent with me, and makes me fhrink for ter-
rour. Ah! may you, valiant as you are, 
never meet him in the fields of fight. Alone, 
in the iriidft of our capital, braving a multi
tude of enemies, overthrowing all that op-
pofed his career, he advanced within a very 
fmall diftance of me. There, obferving, no 
doubt, that none of his own foldiers was 
near, he flopped, ftood motionlefs, and then 
flowly retreated. He feemed thoughtlefs of 
defending himfelf, and gazed, as he retired, 
with an eager eye, on thofe fcenes which 
fhould have been his conquête. 

After this alarm was over, we returned 
to thofe tender cares, which the condition 
of the unfortunate lovers demanded. Aben-

VOL. II. P Hamet 
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Harnet and Zoraida called on death in vaini-
Their youth and vigour overcame the effects-
of their diflrefs. The hope of feeing each > 
other again, and the neceffity they felt for 
weeping together, ftill attached them to life, 
and enabled, them to furmount the fenfe of 
their ills. 

Boabdil haddmpatiently awaited their re
covery. He repaired, alone, to the apart
ments of Zoraida. His crime was unknown 
to the unfortunate maid; and the received 
him, without herrour. The perfidious 
prince paid, in her pretence, a tribute of 
tears to the memory of Ibrahim, and be
llowed lavifh praifes car his courage. H a l 

ving, for Tome days feigned a fympathy in. 
the forrows of his daughter, he then talked 
of honouring the- afhes of the haplefs old. 
man by a public teflimony of efteem and* 
gratitude. He offered an honourable mar--
riage, as the only means by which he could: 
acquit himfelf towards Ibrahim. 

My Lord, replied Zoraida, too unhappy 
to be capable of diffimulation, my heart 
merits no fuch honourable marriage/ This-

heart 
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neart can love but once ; and it loves Aben-
Hamet. If my father's fervices, if the blood 
he has fhed for you, are of any value in 
your eyes, if you defire to offer confolation 
to his fhade, fulfil his laft withes; unite his 
daughter to him whom Ibrahim chofe for 
his fon-in-law. In heaven where he now in
habits, will he know your generous deed, 
and rejoice that, he has lavifhed his life for 
a king who deigns to become a parent to 
.his child. * . r 

Boabdil could no longer reftraln his rage. 
Zoraida, cried he, you infult my ill-fated 
love. Aben-Hamet can no longer afpire to 
your hand; our laws confign him to death. 
Nor can I fave him $ although you may. 

He then left her, with an air of gloomy 
-indignation. Too well informed that The 
Abencerrago was beginning to recover 
Strength, he immediately fet guards over 
;him, and named old men to fit as judges, 
and try him for the lots of the facred Stan
dard. 

The law fentenced him to death, Aben-
Hamet having loft the facred Standard of the 

P 2 empire 
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empire, muft inevitably die. The judges 
wept, as they figned their fentence: and the 
king carried it to Zoraida. . . ..' ' 

Chufe, faid he, prefenting it to her, in-
ftantly chufe: no delay can be granted. 
Aben-Harnet muft perifh; or you afcend the 
throne. The altar and the fcaffold are ready. 

Thunderftruck by thefe words, Zoraida 
could make no anfwer. Her firft thought 
was to fnatch a poniard, and deliver herfelf 
by a ftroke from the dreadful fate that 
threatened her. But the death of Aben-
Hamet would follow her's ; and the certain
ty of this ftayed her purpofe. She had no 
farther hopes of foothing the foul of the ra
vage oefpot. She hefitates; fhe trembles. 
Boabdil urges her to anfwer. Impatient of 
her filence, he calls for the head of his rival. 
Stay, cried Zoraida, ftay; I Sacrifice myfelf 
for him ; Take my hand, and let us go to 
the mofque. Oh! my father ! fuch would 
be your command.,. .* • 

v She fpoke. The inflexible monarch led 
her, forthwith, to the mofque. All was 
prepared for the melancholy ceremony. Zo

raida, 
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raida, pale and languid, appeared amidft a 
blinded people who offered up their prayers 
for their new queen, and wifhed her a long 
duration of the happinefs which fhe was a-
bout to enjoy. In a faint voice fhe pro
nounced the vows which fealed the mifery 
of her fate. A thoufand acclamations an-
fwered, as fhe Spoke; her fighs of forrow 
were not heard, amidft the joyous fhouts of 
mufical inflruments. That day of grief was 
celebrated with the moft Sumptuous and 
Splendid feftivity. : \a\: 

The king was, however, faithful to his 
promife. Next day after the inaufpicious 
marriage, he declared, that the youth of 
Aben-Hamet, his valour, and the merits of 
his family required an alleviation of the fe-
vere fentence pronounced by the judges j 
and that, as he defired to reconcile his invi
olable refpect for the laws, with the regard 
due to the Abencerragoes, he would Subfii-
tute banifhment inftead of the punnifhment 
pf death to whicli the judges had doomed 
their chief. 

At 
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At this none could murmur. It feemed 
mercy in the monarch. Bafe flatterers loud
ly applauded this treacherous clemency. 

Aiman zor, whofe piercing eye law through 
the Shocking myftery of thefe transactions, 
fought to.prevent the firft effecds of Aben-
liamet's defpair. He repaired to the prifon 
where he lay, and prefling him to his bread; 
My friend, laid he, you (hall yet live ; the 
king has only hanlfhed you from Grenada: 
hut Zoraida Zoraida -She is no 
more ! cried Aben-Hamet. She were then 
lefs to be pitied. Know the dreadful truth % 
Summon up all your fortitude; confider 
that, if you fink under your grief, Zoraida 
cannot Survive the Shock: fhe is the wife of 
Boabdil. 

As he faid thus, he again prefled the un
fortunate Abencerraffo to his heart. He 
Strove to hinder him from making any vio
lent attempt upon his own life. But, Aben-
Hamet fwooned away in his arms. My bro
ther took advantage of his Situation; took 
•him up, and conveying him to a chariot which 
he had made ready, endeavoured to recall 

him 
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him to life, and conducted him to one of his 
eaftles at a fmall dlflance from Grenada. 

There, the generous Almanzor, keeping 
his eyes clofely fixed upon his young friend-
tried to read, in his features, the fecret fen-
timents of his foul. He offered no topics of 
confolation; but fiiently attended, exami
ned, and watched over him, as one whole 
reafon was too much perturbed, to be truft-
ed with the care of himfelf. Aben-Bamet 
remained in gloomy fdence. His head hung; 
down upon his bread. Not a tear dropped 
from his eyes. His eye-brows were con
tracted, and his forehead wrinkled. His 
teeth were preffed together with gnafhing; 
force. He turned away his eyes from the 
view of Almanzor, whofe pretence was op-
preflive to him, and unfavourable to his 
defigns. 

Thus palled three days ; my brother ne
ver leaving him for an inftant, nor yet ven
turing to offer him any of the weak confo-
lations which friendfhip had to fuggeft a-
gainft Such overpowering, afflictive ills. At 

- - ... '- • laft. 
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kit, Aben-Hamet thus broke through their 
filence: 

Almanzor, faid he, with an air of calm-
- nets, ceafe to dread the effects of, my grief.! 

I know the foul of the who has me
rited fo much of my love; I know her ; it 
was to fave my life, the took the refoiutlon 
-—"He paufed, raifed his eyes to heaven,-
made art effort to reftrain his feelings ; and 
with a fmile of bitternefs, thus went on:' 
the has been much miftaken No matter; 
I forgive her. My refolution is irrevocably 
taken. I ihail put an eternal barrier between 
her and me. I will go hence to regions 
where the misfortunes of Grenada, or the 
accurfed name of Eoabdil thai! never more, 
be founded in my ear. To-morrow fhalll 
fail for Africa. In its deferts may I find the 
folitnde congenial to misfortune : their lions 
will fhew more pity than our tyrants. You 
will deign to conduct me to the port, of Al
mería : this is the laft fervice which I would 
exact, from your friendfhip. I dare not 
fpeak to you of my gratitude; you cannot 
doubt it; and you think not of it. 

My 
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My brother was deceived by thefe words. 
He believed the fortitude of Abeñ-Hamet 
fuperior to his misfortunes. He encouraged 
him in his purpbfé. And on the fame day, 
they fet out together for Almería, where 
feveral ihips bound for Tunis, were await
ing a fair wind. Abeñ-Hámet feemed now 
calm. The name of Zoraida efcaped not 
from his lips. Still peniive, but gentle, he 
communicated his laft will to Almanzor, pre-
fcribed the díviíion tó be made of his pro
perty, and the rewards to be bellowed ofi 
his naves. In the country which I am go
ing to inhabit, faid he, I fíiaü have no need 
of wealth. What I carry with me, will be 
fufficient for my ufe ; and my relations and 
fervants will' think of me, the Oftener, when 
they enjoy comforts bellowed, by my favour. 
The brave Almanzor will not forget me. 
His prefent kindnefs convinces me of this. 
But, I blame myfelf for detaining him from 
his family and his wife. Muley-Haffem, and 
Zulema expect you : Moraima fighs for you; 
return to them,* my refpectable friend y re
turn to the enjoyment of the rare felicity of 

VOL. II. being 
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being the hufband of" your beft beloved: fhe 
furely needs your prefence. The winds 
may retard us longer; our laft farewel will" 
not be the lefs painful for being deferred. 
Befides, I'njuft aecuftofn myfelf to the want 
of alfethat I hold dear. 

Almanzor-wept, as he heard him; but. 
Aben-Hamet fhed no tears. He again ur
ged my brother to leave him. My brother, 
who could not endure the pain of abfence 
from his Moraima, yielded to his entreaties;, 
He bade him adieu,- embraced him, and pro-
mifed to attend to the execution of his laft 
v&fhes. Then, with a heart wrung with an-
guifh, yet without ,uneafinefs as to the life-
of the Abencerrago, he haftened.'baek' to us., 
.'= Aben-Hamet .had. long impatiently;defiredJ 

his departure. No fooner.law he himfelf at 
liberty, than he prepared the dreadful pur-
pofe which he had been refoiving in his 
heart.: He afiumed the garb of a Have.. An 
Afiatic turban difguifed his countenance 
which was, before, disfigured by forrow. He 
armed.himfelf with a poniafd, left Almeria,, 
and returned Straight to Grenada*r 1 ' "'• 

. He 
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He arrived, and proceeded to the Alra^l^ 
;bra. He wandered through the wide courts 
of that immenfe edifice, found his way into 
the Generalif, and advanced with rafh fteps 
-to the apartment of the queen. 

Night had begun to fpread its fhades on 
the earth. Zoraida was alone in the garden, 
and was weeping for her Aben-Hamet, by 
a rofe-bufh. She had heard nothing of his 
fate, and had not prefumed to mention his 
name, fince her unhappy marriage. But, 
every evening, fhe came to weep by that 
rofe-bufh, where, in happier times, fhe had 
often fitten with her lover. There, while 
-fhe was alone with her fond -recollections, 
her forrow, and her love, fhe fancied, that 
fhe once more faw the dear object whofe 
image was imprefled on her heart. All that 
Aben-Hamet had done for her, every word 
he had faid to her, every thing even to the 
leaft fmile, or the flightefl concomitant cir-
cumftance, crowded upon her remembrance. 
She felt her misfortunes lefs fevere for the 
fey/ moments of this reverie. But, fhe foon 

2 .recollected 
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recollected her real condition, and filed tears 
of bitter forrow. 

The queen was fuddenly furprifed to fee 
a flave come up to her. She viewed, and 
recollected him. She was ready to lift up 
a fhriek of amazement. But, the thought 
of Aben-Harnet's danger, and her own, with 
the fudden and afflictive remembrance of 
what fhe had been, and what the now was, 
reftrained her voice. Aben-Hamet, laid fhe 
foftiy, is it you, Aben-Hamet ?-—Yes, it is 
I who have loft you, interrupted the Aben-
cerragq, I who cannot live without you, I 
whofe wretched life you have reicued by the 
moft unfortunate of all facrifices, and who 
am come to give up the cruel prefent your 
pity has made me. 

At thefe words he drew out a poniard, 
and raifed his arm to flrike it into his own 
breaft. Zoraida eagerly interpofing, feized 
the poniard. Ungrateful man, laid the, un
grateful that thou art, thinkeft thou, that 
I am not already, but too unhappy! Have 
I not done enough in condemning myfelf 
for thy fake, to the moft fevere of all punifh-

ments I 



GGNSALVO OF CORDOVA. ¡25 

ments ? Thy life rnuft have perifhed by the 
fword of the executioner; an infamous 
hand mult have cut fhort thy days; had 
not Zoraida 

Ah! would to God, cried Aben-Hamet, 
would to God, that all the torments Boab-
dil can invent had rather drained, drop by 
drop, this blood which boils in my veins I 
J mould have bleifed my for rows, they would 
have had charms for me, I mould have died 
In extafy, thinking with myfeif, that thou 
wert dill faithful, repeating at every pang, 
that I carried thy love with me to the grave. 
Ah! what couldeft thou hope from thy 
weaknefs ? Didft thou imagine, that I 
would drag out days of mifefy which could 
not be thine ? That the pleafure of efcaping 
death would extinguffh my love, that, paf-
fionate, ardent love, which has, from my 
tendered: years, warmed and fwelled my 
heart, which was to me the life of life, and 
to which I owed all the virtues I polTeffed ? 
No, Zoraida, thou art mistaken ; thou haft 
not retarded my death, but haft rendered it 
more painful. I wiflied to make thee wit-

nefs 
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nefs it, that thou might thus expiate thy 
crime againft love, and that I might, with 
my laft figh forgive thee, that I might tell, 
and even fwear to thee, that, lofing the 
right to love thee, I have loft power to live. 

Hear me, anfwered Zoraida, I fear death 
.no more than thou : and could I have fee© 
and have fpoken to thee, but for one mo
ment, I would have given thee this poinard, 
and would have faid; Let us die together,5 
begin with piercing this heart in which our 
mutual vows are fo deeply engraven, and by 
a fecond ftroke deliver thyfelf from the ig
nominy which awaits thee. But, before 

• Boabdii, 1 was between the tyrant and 
thy fcaffold. The barbarian had already or
dered thy head to be brought him; the Have 
was on his way * * . * , * Aben-Hamet, thou, 
hadft thou been in my room, wpuldeft have 
done what I did. I have only another word 
to fay to thee. Honour forbids me to fee 
thee: honour is all that now remains to me, 
and it I will never forfeit. It commands 
me to love thee no more ; this God refufes 
me ftrength to obey. But, if thou renounce 

life. 



è 

GONSÂLVO OF CORDOVA. ïif 

life, if thou dare to violate that exiftence 
which, alas! has coil me fo dear; Ï fwear 
by thyfelf, and by my father, that this hand: 
which was promifed to thee, fhall punifh my 
weak heart for a facrifice fo painful, the puf-
pofe of which is defeated by thy cruelty, 
and which becomes an act of treachery, if 
it cannot fave my lover. 

- Zoraida then gave him back his poniard. 
Abeh-Hamet had not ftrength to receive it 
from-her. He gazed on her, and then eaft 
himfelf at her feet. : 

Angel of heaven, cried he, how wonderoits 
thy power over me! one word, but one 
word from thy mouth, a glaricè; of thine 
eye, the found of thy voice overturns my 
purpofes, and in an inftant, changes my 
thoughts* and renews my exiftence; Iwil! 
live, fince'it is thy pkâfure ; I will fuffer,. 
and will drag out an unfortunate life, while 
it is thy will, that I mull remain unhappy, 
I: {hall never fee thee more ; âh ! I know thee, 
I love thee "too well to hope, Or defire to fee 
thee again. But, pity my diftrefs ; it is for 
the daft time I alk thy pity. Say, Zoraida,. 

only-
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only fay, that Aben-Hamet is ftill deaf t©? 

thee, that he will ever hold a place in thy 
heart, that neither time, nor any other pow
er fiiall ever efface that firft delightful paffion 
v/hich once occupied thy foul. If thou dê  
fireft me to repeat it, I will live; yes, I fwear 
to thee, I will be careful of my life; my 
days fhall no longer be odious or horrible to 
me. The idea, the certainty that I am be
loved by thee-muff tranquillize my defpair* 

At thefe words, he grafped the hand of 
Zoraida, but immediately dropped it. The 
unhappy lady turned away her head, and 
ftrove to hide her tears. Go, faid fhe, 
Aben-Hamet, begone from this place of hor-
rour. Think of thy vow ; and without re
quiring a vain confeffion which duty forbids" 
me to make, fee, remember this rofe-bufh. 
—Hither does Zoraida come, every evening, 
to weep.- . . . v . . • i- :.. 

As fhe fpoke thefe Words, fhe thought, 
that fhe heard a ruftling- behind the rofe-bufh. 
She rofe up, affrighted, and making Aben-
Hamet retire, efcaped quickly herfelf, and 
glided with a foft pace, to her apartment. 

She 



GONSALVO OF CORDOVA. 129 

She went upon a balcony which command
ed a view of the Generalif. There, trem
bling, hardly breathing, fhe looked around, 
by the light of the moon, and:5ftened with 
an attentive ear. All was fiient through the 
gardens. Her alarm.thus calmed, fhe fix
ed her eyes on her dear rofe-tree, which fhe 
diftinguifhed at a difiance, and gave herfelf 
up to the melancholy reflections which it 
fupwlted, 

But, the ruffling hoife fhe had heard, 
when in the garden, was the forerunner of 
a train of misfortunes. While, befide his 
Zoraida, the imprudent Abencerrago forgot 
the dangers that furrounded aim, four Ze-
gries had come behind the arbour which 
concealed them. Diftinguifhing the voice of 
Aben-Hamet, they flopped, looked through 
the foliage, and faw him who was the object 
of their hatred, whofe ruin they had fworn, 
On his knees before the queen, before the 
wife of Boabdil. Surprifed at the fight, yet 
overjoyed, they meditated the perpetration 
of the moil horrible of crimes. In their fury, 
they went inftantly to find the monarch. 
:> VOL. II. R Kins-
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King of Grenada, fald Mofarix, forgiver-
thy faithful fubjecis for bringing tidings-
which mutt afflict thy foul. Thy •• crown-, 
thy life* ancf thine honour are in danger. 
The Abencerragoes have confpired. Aben-
Hamet, recalled by them, has • already feen 
his guilty, brothers. We ourfelves have juft 
feen the traitor* by a rofe-bufh, in the Ge-
neralif, and on his knees before thy guilty 
queen. In his hands glared the poniard: 
which he has deftined to pierce his Sove
reign's heart. 

At theft words, Boabdil flood aghaft* as-
ifi- he had been thunderftruck. His furprife 
was foon Succeeded by a terrible transport 
of rage. They Avail perifli all, cried he; not 
one of the odious race fhall be left alive--,, 
and my perfidious fpoufe Shall die with them. 

Avenge thyfelf, replied Mofarix--; but, let 
prudence direct thy revenge. Otherwife, 
Grenada is in arms ; and the friends of the 
Abencerragoes will defend them againft thy 
wrath. Follow an advice which is dictated 
by; zealous loyalty: Let thy Guards arrefl 
Aben-Hamet in the General-if. Meanwhile, 

. let-



GONSALVO OF CORDOVA. -331 
let each of the Ahencerragoes be brought 
hither by a fecret order, and as they enter 
the Alhambra, let their heads be cut off. 

Boabdil adopted this execrable counfel. 
His guards foon traced the gardens; and 
the king's rneffengers fpeedily fummoned 
the Abencerrac;oes to the palace. The Ze-
gries repaired thither in arms. The avenues 
of the Generalif were lined with foldiers. 
Executioners were placed in the court of 
lions, with fwords in their hands, to receive 
Aben-Hamet, and his brothers of the tribe. 

The unfortunate Aben-Hamet, more.con
cerned for Zoraida than for himfelf, was re
tiring in tears, among the dark arbours, 
when the king's guards difcovered and faz
ed him. He attempted to defend himfelf, 
but was overpowered: in fpite of his efforts, 
they hound-himdn chains, and dragged him 
into the prefence of the monarch. 

Traitor, faid Boabdil, in words which 
rage rendered almoft inarticulate, here fhalt 
thou fuffer for thy perfidious treafon, and 
-thy guilty loves. The Infamous Zoraida 
Shall fhortly follow thee : fhprtly fhali you 

B_ .2 tWO 
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two be reunited, agreeably to your willies; 
in the regions of the damned, you will have 
leifure to judge, whether I know how to in
flict punifhment on the guilty. 

Tyrant, • replied the Abencerrago, death 
was the only favour I deflred front thee. 
Come, .Satisfy thy thirft with my blood, and 
Satiate thy favage eyes with the contempla
tion of z fpectaele worthy of them. But. 
Zoraida is innocent; I fwear, die is, in the 
face of heaven ; in the pretence of that God, 
before whom I am flattening to appear more 
immediately : never did the chafte—. 
;. Ere he could add more, his head fell by 
theTabre, and rebounded thrice from the 
marble pavement, ftiil. murmuring the name 
of,Zoraida., * . 

Gonialvo here uttered a cry of horrour. 
Ah! my lord, continued the princefs, this 
was merely the prelude to what the fury of 
Boabdil was hurrying him to perpetrate. 
Hardly had Aben-Hamet expired, when the 
Abencerragoes- came in, from different quar
ters, without diftrufi. They were intro
duced, one by one, into the fatal court of 

lions. 
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lions. Aftoon as they entered, they were 
feized, and dragged to the edge of the ala. 
bafter baton. Inhere,: without deigning to 
fpeak to them of a which of which they were 
accufed, without even mentioning that they 
were condemned to die,: the executioner cut 
off their heads, while their blood dyed the 
waters of that fountain which has acquired 
celebrity from the circumstances of this 
maffacre *. «i . 

'My lips refute to utter the remainder of 
this horrid narrative. Horrour chills my 
fenies at • the recollection of fach crimes. 
Great'God! to what a pitch ;of depravity 
and guilt are kings liable to be hurried by 
rage and evil counfels! Boabdil, my lord, 
Boabdil, the fori of my virtuous father, thus 
leaded his eyes with the maffacre of thirty 
fix ybung heroes, the hope and Strength of 
Grenada, who- had been prodigal of their 
blood in defending his capital, and who were 

y.) AT3Ü :. guilty 
* This bafe treachery of king Boabdil, and the rnaffacre 

of the Abencerragoes are füll told as authentic facts at Gre

nada. T h e ftains of the blood of the Abencerragoes are ftill 

fhewn on the edge of the fountain of Lions. Du Perron, 

Swinburne, fjTr. Voyage d'Ejpagne, 
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guilty no otherwife, than as being brothers 
to Aben-Hamet. -

The whole of this noble family muft have 
perifhed on that night of horrours,—-had it 
not been for a child, a weak infant, that was 
educated by the cares of Yezid. That child 
was never to leave his mafter % he therefore 
followed him to the palace. Taking advan
tage of the darknefs and confufion in which 
guilt eagerly veils itfelf, he entered, and ad
vanced with Yezid into the court of lions. 
Hardly had he feen the blood with which it 
was befprinkled, when he faw his mafter 
ilain. -Seized with terrour, he reprefled his 
cries; he ran haftily out, weeping, wild 
with fear, and imagining himfelf already o-
vertaken by the fword of the executioner. 
He ran precipitately, and took refuge among 
a company of Abencerragoes who were re
pairing to the palace, in obedience to the 
fummons of the king. 

Approach not, cried he, brothers of Ye
zid, approach not. My mafter Yezid, my 
dear mafter— they have murdered him be
fore, my eyes-——See, I am befprinkled with 

his 
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His blood—i—The king, the Zegries, and) 
the executioners await you by the edge of? 
the fountain. More than thirty of your 
brothers He dead at their feet .Approach? 
not, good Abencerragoes; they have flair* 
my matter Yezid. 

The AbencerraaroeSwere flruck with fur-
prife, and interrogated this faithful witnefs. 
Through his cries and tears, they difcoverect; 
the treachery which had planned: their ruin... 
Hattenl-ng inftantly therefore, to their b r e a 

thers who were coming in from all quarters^ 
they warned them of their danger, afiembletfc 
took arms, and in the firid violence of grief, 
returned-with-fire-brands intheir hands, to*' 
reduce the Alhambra to allies. 

The outer gates were burft open, and the 
guards cut in pieces. Like furious tygers,-
bereft of their young, the Abencerragoes 
urged forwards and entered the fatal court. 

What a Spectacle here met - their 
eyes ! Six and- thirty of their brethren lay-
dead upon the marble pavement. The king, 
and the, Zegries appeared amidft the execu
tioners, calling for new victims. The heads 

o£ 
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of their unfortunate brothers were heaped 
together in the bafon, and dafhed about a-
midft blood and foam, by the fluctuations 
of the waters ! ; 

The Abencerragoes at fir ft gazed on each 
other in motionlefs, fpeechlefs horrour, and 
then with a fudden yell poured upon Boab-
dil. The Zegries interpofed before the mo
narch. Superior in numbers, and not infe
rior in valour, the Zegries flew, and were 
iiain. The alarm Spread through the city. 
The Gomeles, who were friendly to the Ze
gries, called up the people, to aid their king. 
Thirty thoufand Moors rofe in arms. They 
•faw their monarch hard preffed by the po
tent family of the Abencerragoes. His crime 
they knewT not; they therefore interfered in 
his defence, and joined the Zegries. 

The haplefs Abencerragoes were unable tor 
withstand fo many aflailants. Notwithstand
ing the exploits which they performed,'and 
the valour which: .they exerted, they were, 
after a long conteft, forced to quit the palace. 
Covered with wounds, faint by lots.of blood, 
aad.purfued by conquerors whofe numbers 

were 
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were continually augmented, they were thus 
driven out of the city; and detefting an un
grateful country which could thus treat its 
molt refolute defenders, that inflant deter
mined to leave it, and vowed never more 
to return. 

Thus we loft that valiant tribe. Thus 
did that night of horrours, branding Gre
nada with lafting difhonour, perhaps pre
pare its captivity and final ruin. But, the 
implacable Boabdil thought only of his re
venge. His wife ftill lived; and his fury 
was yet'to be wreaked upon her. I need to 
refrefh my exhaufted ftrength, before I can 
continue my narrative. I ftiall therefore 
leave you to your reft, during the few re
maining hours of the day. 

Zulema here paufed, and notwithftanding 
Gonfalvo's intreaties, deferred till next day, 
the ftory of the queen's misfortunes ; which 
dhe then relumed in thefe words. 

END OF THE THIRD 300K. 
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ZULEMA continues her narrative.- The queen 
appears before the people. The four Zegries 
accufe her. She is- condemned toperifh in the 
flamesi unlefs fome warriour appear to vin
dicate her innocence. Dreadful condition of: 

Zoruida;: Herxonverfdiion with'In'es. She-
writes Jo Gonfalvo.. Arfwer of Lara., Mag-

e ntnhnity of' Alfrianzor. Piety, and tender* 
nefs of the queen. S'he is led out to punifh* 
menf. She expects 'her defenders. Arrival 
of four Turks. Combat of the Turks and,, 
the Zegries. The queen is jufiified. She-
refufes to- return with Bbabdil. • She leaves-
Grenada. The Spaniards approach the city* 
-Muley-Hamet attempts to conciliate the minds., 
of the Abencerragoes. Anfwer of that tribe.-
Africa fends fuccour to the Grenadinesi 
Portrait of Alamar. He falls in love with" 
Zulema, and afks her in marriage. Flight-
of the princefs.. She is taken by the Africans^ 
and delivered by Gonfalyo. End of Zulema's 
narrative. 
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BOOK FOURTH. 

J T N H A P P Y indeed fee-who to a cruel 
Ifci* duty Sacrificed that pleafing Sentiment 

which was the hope and Support of her life! 
After a facrifice fo painful, She fuppoSed that 
time might, at length aid her weaknefs, or 
perhaps foothe the SenSe of her ills. Vain 
illufioh ! To her, time flopped at the period' 
of her misfortunes. If, amid the tumult of-
the world, fhe ever fought to divert for a 
moment the fenfe of her difirefs; all that 
fhe-Saw, Served only to embitter her Sorrows. 
The fight of a happy pair calls forth her 
tears a-new: when fhe beheld a mother ca
rets her children, her heart was eonvulfed 
with deep fobbing. When in the SiillneSs of 
Solitude, She renewed her efforts to tear a-
way the dart which rankled in her Soul; her 
efforts wrere Still vain, and the wound was 
enlarged. In folitude, all the paft mill

ed 
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ed back upon her mind. Virtue afforded 
her only refource. Yet, even virtue was ini-
mical to her peace; it was virtue that ftill en
deared to her the beloved object whom fhe 
regretted; and virtue chode her, at the fame 
time, for the violation of her earlieft vows. 

Such were the mournful reflexions which 
occupied the mind of Zoraida, at that 
very moment when the Zegries dared to ac-
cufe her to BoabdiL Ignorant of the mis
fortunes which were prepared around her, 
fhe was alone on the balcony overlooking 
the Generalif, and was thinking with herfelf 
that Aben-Hamet had time for flight 5 fhe 
thanked heaven that it was f o a n d as fhe 
could not withdraw her eyes from gazing 
on that rofe-bufh which had fo often witnef-
fed their innocent converfation, fhe addreffed 
it in thefe words : 

Sweet rofe-tree, witnefs of our. infant loves, 

By whofe fair fide our mutual vows were paid, ' 

Bright didft thou bloom amid thefe fairy groves, 

When the dear youth I met beneath thy fhade. 

Sweet 
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•Sweet blufh'd thy rofes, eall'd by his fond hand; 

How pl'eas'd we fhower'd frefli moifture o'er thy head I 

.Now, but my tears, nought bids thy fliade expand; 

And all thy bloom and verdure now are fled, 
. . . . . . 

Fair fhrub, I fee thee, withering, die away 5 . 

Like thee, O might I fteal from forrow's pow' r , 

Efcape from weary life with fwift decay, 

And weep no more the weight of ev'ry ling'ring hour J 

As fhe ended fpeaklng, fhe heard a noife 
at a diftance, and faw her flave Ines running 
up to her. Ines, a young Spanifh captive, 
had been long attached to Zoraida, was the 
confident of her fecret forrows, and the rnoft 
affectionate friend fhe had at court. 

There is a maffacre in the Alhambra, faid 
Ines, in a tremulous voice. The Abencer-
ragoes have taken arms, affaulted the palace, 
and fet it on fire. I was ruthing to the fcene 
of bloodfhed; but, your apartments are be-
fet with guards. None can go out, or come 
in. With what new misfortunes are we 
threatened ? Ah! my dear miftrefs, 1 Call, 
at leaft, perifh with you. 

1 She 
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She fpoke, and the noife rofe louder. 
They heard the fhock of contending war-
riours, the cries of the Abencerragoes, and 
the fhouts of their enemies. The queen, 
pale, chilled, and almoft lifelefs, fank into 
the arms of Ines ; her flrength and the pow
er of fpeech had left her; fhe could only fhud-
der and weep. Thus palled fhe the night; and 
when with thereturn of day, tranquillity feem-
ed to be refcored, Boabdil's guards appeared. 
before Zoraida. Their captain brought an 
order from the king, requiring her to appear 
immediately before the affembled people. 

Alarmed, and in terrour, fhe interroga
ted the meffenger concerning the caufe of 
his meffage. He maintained a fiern fdence. 
The queen immediately obeyed the order. 
Wrapping herfelf in a veil, and leaning on 
her dear Ines, fhe followed the foldiers with 
trembling fteps. 

As fhe paffed among the people, their 
hearts were melted by the fight. She ad
vanced in fearch of the king, whom fhe" 
found among the Zegries. Then, lifting 

her 
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her veil,, llie, in a timid voice, afked her 
barbarous hufband, for what crime ;fhe was 
to be punifhed. : vxf: .-. 
.-.That thou ihalt know, replied Boabdil.hi 

a frightening tone: and then turning to the 
people who liftened with attention: 

Moderns, cried he, ] in .this memorable 
night, you have fuppofed, that your exer
tions were only.to Save my life, but you 
have Saved the. Hate. 'i:.Know, the perfidi
ous purpofes of thofe bafe Abencerragoes 
whom-you have expelled from our walls. 
They had leagued themfelves by an ignomi
nious treaty with the Spaniards; and had 
promifed them my head. You faw them 
ailail me in my palace; after piercing my 
heart, their next purpofe was to Spread con
flagration through Grenada. 

Your country owes its fafety to you; your 
king defires that by you his honour may be 
vindicated. Aben-Hamet, ungrateful wretch, 
whom, my clemency Spared, was the affaffin 
chofen by my brethren to take away my life. 
My guilty wife was an accomplice with him. 

VOL.. IL . T . This 
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This fame night, was fhe furpfifed in the-
Generalif, with Aben-Hamet. I cannot 
fpeak my fhame. Moflems, before you do. 
I accufe Zoraida. You muff: avenge the 
outrage which fhe has committed againft re« 
ligion, our laws, and your monarch. 

He-here flopped. Zoraida remained mute, 
being' overpowered with furprife and hor-
rour. The-people, by a long murmur,. tes
tified'their doubts'-of the truth of the tale. 
Then Mofaris, All, Sahal, and Mocfader, 
the braveft of the Zegries flood forward. 
They ail four declared, that they had feen the 
queen in the arms of Aben-Hamet, beneath 
a rofe-tree, in the Generalif. They all four 
affirmed this with an oath, and drawing their 
fcymetars, vowed that with thefe they would 
maintain the truth of what they had told. 
Zoraida heard them, looked upon them with 
indignation, raifed her eyes to heaven, and 
fell lifelefs to the ground. 

She received immediate aid and was con
veyed to the palace. Ten judges were 'in
stantly named. The king ordered the head 
of Aben-Hamet, the poniard found in his 

bofom* 
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'bofom, and the garb in which he was dif-
guifed to be laid before the judges. So many 
concurring circumfiances of fufpicion, with 
the affault on -the palace, the flight of the 
Abencerragoes, and the teftimony of the 
brave Zegries, convinced or overawed the 
people. The judges, prefled by the law, by 
the witnefies, by the proofs of guilt which 
appeared, at laft pronounced the terrible 
fentence which banifhed the Abencerragoes 
for ever out of Grenada; and condemned 
the queen to periih. in the flames, unlefs 
warriours fhould,- within three days appear 
to efpoufe her caufe,*and triumph over her 
accufers. • d i d d 

The palace of the Albayzin, in which my 
father dwelled, with his family, is on the top 
of a riling hill, at Tome diftance from the 
Alhambra. We were late in receiving no= 
tice of fo many unfortunate accidents. AI-
manzor, when he heard the news, blamed 
himfelf for the death of Aben-Hamet, flat
tened to the prifon of the queen, and de
manded an interview with her. Boabdil, 
fwhqfe order was necefiary to his admiiiion, 

T 2 durfl 
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durft not refufe Almanzor. Muley-Haffem, 
Moraima, and I followed after my brother. 
We arrived juft. as the unfortunate Zoraida 
was informed of the fentence pronounced 
by her judges and the death of Aben-Hamet. 
: No, my lord, I will not attempt to de-

fcribe to you the horrours of her condition. 
Stretched upon the pavement, her eyes fla
ring wild, and her hair difhevelled, file ut
tered hollow cries, and inarticulate founds, 
in which there was nothing; of the human 
voice- Her hands, her feet, and her whole-
body were agitated in the moft dreadful 
manner. Her features* feemed to be entire-
iy changed. Her faithful Ines fate weeping 
befide her, Supported :pn her bofom that dif-
coloured countenance, covered it with kif-
fes, and with tears, and endeavoured to hold 
her hands, which were however too violent
ly agitated by the convulfions for her to .re
tain them. ; hi :d od ut i /.....: 

We ran haflily up to her. She hardly 
I knew us. Without anfwering to our ad-
dreffes, or rejecting our embraces, fhe Suf
fered us to lay her on a fofa, where.we prefi 
, i : T fed 
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fed around her and Supported her in our 
arms.. , The venerable. -Muley held the fair 
face of Zoraida upon his white hairs. Al-
manzor flood with his hands clafped toge
ther, and gazed on her in filence, remaining 
in one attitude, .motionlefs and penfive.-: d 

This day palfed all away before the could 
underftand us.. Her Have alked us to leave 
her thread.- My brother_refoIved to accom-
pliih the. generous purpofe which he had 
conceived,. left us, and went to the fatal 
court of the lions, to take up the bloody re
mains; of the Abencerragoes. - He caufed 
them to be removed from the city into a fe-
queitered vale, where he performed their ob-
fequies,. d'nd concealed the tomb of Aben-
Hamet.wdthin a thicket of trees-. 

While he difchareed thefe mournful ofli-
ces, Muley-Haflem returned-with "the-fage 
Morai'ma, to .his palac«;-'-rN6twicM^"difig 
the urgency with which -Inespreffed>ffie' to 
begone, I remained with Zoraida, and would 
not leave her, for one moment. Ines then 
|hrew herfelf at my feet.d 
L'-.iraxq vrprnl I Jitiiizn y a do :corG you 
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0 you, faid fhe, with a tranfport of which 
I did not then know the caufe,—you who 
Seem to take fo lively an intereft in the me
lancholy fate of my miftrefs, who will, no 
doubt, join your cares with mine, to fave 
her life,^fwear to me by all that is dear to 
you, that you. will not betray the fecret 
which I am going to confide to your fidelity. 

1 raifed her, and affured her of my fecre-
.cy. She then took my hand, joined it to 
;the hand of the queen, and preffed both to 
her heart. 
.' Hear me, faid fhe, and may you approve 

.that with which, methinks, heaven infpires 

.me! Zoraida has only two days left to pro-
-vide four warriours for the vindication of 
her honour. Her bafe accufers are the ter-
xpur of Grenada, and the favourites of the 
•the king. -No Moor.dares fight them. The 
-braveft. would dread the wrath of Bbabdil 

- <as much as the prowefs of thefe adverfaries. 
Zoraida muff perifh, if we look only to Gre-
.nadines for aid. 

I am a Spaniard, and a Chriftian. I know 
jlie heroes of my nation. I know particu

larly 
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larly that Gonfaivo, at whofe. very: name 
your armies tremble, and whole virtues and 
humanity perhaps furpafs his valour. . Let 
the queen- write to Gonfaivo, atteft heaven; 
to witnefs the juftice of her caufe, and com-. 
mit it to his care. You will foon fee Gonfaivo 
arrive. Either alone or accompanied by o-
ther heroes, will you fee him triumph,-'and 
vindicate the life and honour of my abufed 
miflrefsv j.tpd baioI'dlnQO : 

Thus fpokc the; amiable Ines. Zoraida 
hardly heard her. Leave, me to _die, faid 
fhe; I defire, I afk for death. I have been 
the occafion -of the death of the mofl vir
tuous and mofl tender of men; Aben-EIa-
met has died for me: I defire, I am deter
mined to follow him ; I ought——— 

You ought to fave your fame, interrup
ted the young captive r you ought to deft 
eend to the grave pure and fpotkfs as you 
have lived. Would you, that your memo
ry vfhould be tarnifhed by the imputation,of 
a crime? Would you have your laft-mo-
ments clouded by Infamy, and your tomb-
ftone infcribed with the abhorred word, 

Adulterv ? 
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Adulteryi Daughter: of: Ibrahim, :ydnr:'Iife 
is your own, - but your, honour God's, and 
you o wean account :e£ it. to men. Let them 
acknowledge, proclaim-,, and refpedryour in
nocence:: then may you: die;i 5. Bk$a?fo) oi 

-'-Struck with rhefg-words- which were Jat# 
tered in an-eIev.ated'torie,:the queen embra
ced herflave and-adopted;her advice. -. The 
fear-of diflionour revived her wafted vigour. 
She confidered, with me, the bold project.- of 
Ines.---We weighed thediffienities attending 
It. War was declared; Ifabella and Ferdi
nand were approachirig to beliege us. ! Gon
faivo could not,-without expofing himfelf to 
extreme danger'̂  appear -within the walls- of 
Grenada,. His fingle arm,-tefribfe, as it might 
be, was not equal to a conteft with four Ze-
gries. - Three companions were neeeffary to 
"him; and the fear of offending their Sovereigns 
would keep back all the Caftillans. Even af
ter thefe reflexions, and although hopelefs of 
fucceSs, the queen dill adhered to the prppofai 
of Ines-. The moments v/ere precious. She 

wrote to Gonfaivo, as follows: 
• ' • 1 You 
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: ".You-are the enemy of the Moors. I 
am their unfortunate queen, and I muft im
plore your aid. I,have been condemned to 
death. I call the God whom I adore, and 
him whom you adore, to witnefs that I am. 
guiltlefsi Within two days am I doomed-, 
to expire in the flames. I can efcape this 
fate only by the victory of four warriours, 
over, four the braveft of the Zegries. I have 
chofen Gonfaivo for my defender. If that 
hero, for the firft time, refute his aid to in
nocence, 1 (hall conclude that heaven has 
deftined me to death and fhame, and fhall 
fubmit, without repining. atraul 

" Z O R A I D A , queen of Grenada.'* 
When this letter was fealed, I went to 

the prifons, purchafed the liberty of a Spa-
riifh captive 5 and only afked him in return, 
to bear it to Gonfaivo.. I redoubled his zeal 
in the fervice, by acquainting him with the 
importance of the meffage, and directing 
turn what to fay, that he might inter eft the 
Caftilian. That fame- night, I conducted 
him to the gates of the city, where a fteed 

VOL. I l / U of 
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of my brother's, by my orders, awaited him, 
I faw him take the way to the Chriftian 
camp, and then returned. 

More calm, but ftili in great anxiety, I 
returned to the queen, and gave her an ac
count of what I had done. She embraced 
me, and wept. Her young flave confoled 
her, and carefilng her tenderly, Strove to 
encourage her fortitude. She a'/ulated an 
hundred times, the fpace of time neceiTary 
fbr the journey of the courier, and of Gon
faivo : and confident, that no obflacle would 
detain the hero, affured us, that, we fhould 
fee him in Grenada on the morning of the. 
third day. 

Mean while the faithful Spaniard reached 
the camp by the morning. He called loud
ly on Gonfaivo. But,.to his extreme grief, 
Gonfaivo was gone. Gonfaivo had been Sent 
ambaffador to Fez, and was now conveved 
over the-African main. The Spaniard wept; 
and complained loudly to heaven. A Sol
dier pitying his diftrefs, advifed him-to ad-
drefs himfeif to the brave and generous Lara, 
companion and brother in arms to the hero 

whom 
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whom he fought. Our meuenger ran ftraight 
to that captain's tent. He obtained a fecret 
interview, communicated to "rum what he had 
been directed to fay to Gonfaivo, and gave 
him the letter, which he carried to that hero. 

Lara, without hefitation, opened it. As 
he read, his features glowed, his brow was 
flufhed, his eyes were inflamed. Friend, 
faid he, return infrantly to the queen ; fay 
to her, that Gonfaivo is abfent, but that 
there is another Gonfaivo behind. To-mor
row will I be in Grenada with three of my 
companions. My friend, at his departure, 
bequeathed to me the care of doing all the 
good, diat his abfence fhould render it im-
poflible for himielf to do ; and were he here, 
if he could envy me any thing, it would be 
the pleafure of defending the oppreffed. 

At this part of Zulema's narrative, the 
hero, greatly moved, uttered a cry of admi
ration, dears flowed down his cheeks; thofe 
were tears of friendfhip. Gonfaivo then ex-
cufed his emotions to the princefs, and Zu-
iema readily forgave what appeared fo ami
able a proof of the hero's fenfibility. 

U 2 Our 
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Our meüenger, continued fhe, inftantly 

returned with the anfwer of Lara. Be com
forted, cried Ines ; your accufers are over
thrown. Lara is almofl equal to Gonfalvo-
Lara, were he not his affectionate friend, 
might rival his glory. To-morrow, to-mor
row, my noble miftrefs, your innocence 
fhall be glorioufly vindicated. To-morrow 
fhall the blood of the Abencerragoes be 
avenged. 

She faid, and fondly indulged in the moft 
pleafing tranfports. She kiffed the queen's 
hands ; and haftened to relate all the ex
ploits, and all the illuftrious deeds of arms 
by which the heroes of her nation had figna-
lized themfelves. 1 ne hope which fwelled 
her heart communicated itfelf to Zoraida. 
Her tears ceafed to flow. Her foul was 
calmed, and for a moment felt returning fe-
renity ; a faint, and tranfient joy fparkled 
in her eyes. 

Next day was the day for the combat. 
All the city were in tears for Zoraida; but 
no warriour dürft undertake her defence. 
Since the departure of the Abencerragoes, 

the 
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the unfortunate were left heiplefs. Alman-
zor waited on us before the morning. 

Queen of Grenada, faid he, the fatal day 
is come. Notwithstanding my anxious afti-
duity, I can find none to defend you. I 
blufh for my country. Neverthelefs, it re-
remains for me to do what I can. I alone 
will oppofe the four Zegries. I may, with
out other aid, be able to Save you, if as my 
heart believes, the God of heaven takes care 
of innocence. Come, O queen, and declare 
that you intrufl the defence of your caufe to 
me. And, you, my fiSter, iS I Sail, to you 
I recommend Muley-Haflem and Moraima. 

At theSe words which were uttered with 
the calm magnanimity of a great foul, in
tent upon the difcharge of an ordinary duly, 
Zoraida preffed the hands of my magnani
mous brother: O moft generous oS men, 
Said fhe, Sighing deeply, this proof of he-
roiim and benevolence is what I had expect
ed from you. But, I were deferring of my 
fate, if, to fave my own wretched lite, I 
thouid expofe to danger the Stay oS Grenada, 
the only ion of Muley-Haflem, the Sond huS-

band 
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band of Moraima, the hero whofe virtues 
may even difarm the Almighty's wrath, 
ready to pour deftruction on this guilty city. 
No, my lord, no, my worthy protector; 
I have fought the aid of warriours, who af
ter their vicdory may brave Boabdil's refent-
ment: their aid is promifed, and they will 
arrive. I demand, I conjure you by that 
affecting fympathy which you teftify, wdth 
my misfortunes, by that love of juftice which 
ever guided your acdions, to watch, with 
your own friends, and whdi mine, if any 
yet remain to me, over the welfare of my 
defenders : let them have nothing to fear 
from artifice; let honour prefide over the 
combat. Pardon my fufpiclons, my lord ; 
Zoralda has reafon to dread the Zegries. 

Aimanzor looked upon me with furprife; 
but reflecting the queen's fecret, did not in
terrogate her upon her choice, He promi
fed to keep the lifts, and to be, himfelf, 
judge of the field, and ran inftantly to make 
the proper preparations. 

Zoralda, then, as the time for the deci-
fion of her fate was faft approaching, recol

lected 
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felled herfei-f for a few moments. Proftrate 
before the Almighty, fhe offered up a fer
vent prayer, implored his favour upon her 
defenders, and difpofed herfelf with redgna-
tion, to appear in his immediate pretence, 
if Such were his wilt. Soon riling, - with an 
air of tranquillity, the came to thank me 
for my care of her, talked of her gratitude, 
and exprefied her withes, that I might live-
happier than flie. 

While I wiped away my tears, fhe turn
ed to her faithful Have, and preferring' her 
with a cafket which contained her' jewels ~ 
My beft friend, faid fhe, receive, before Zu-
lema, your freedom, which I thus bellow, 
and thefe mournful prefents, the only re
mains of my fatal grandeur. Accept thefe,. 
dear Ines, as the laft pledge of my tender-
efs, as the only favours your queen has to 
beftow. If heaven has decreed my death,, 
thefe will remind you of Zoralda. They 
may afford you a quiet comtepency in your 
country where you will Sometimes think of 
me. Let me intreat you to moderate your 
Sorrow. I referve no power over you, but 

that 
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that of commanding you to Survive me, 
and of requefiing you to remember, that to 
your fond affection, and friendly afliduity 
am I indebted for the happiefl enjoyments 
of my life. 

As fhe faid thefe words, fhe embraced li
nes. Ines falling at her feet, preffed her 
knees, thruft away the cafket, and wept o-
ver her miftrefs. I thought myfelf obliged 
to feparate them ; I put an end toj a Scene 
of too much tendernefs which -.might have 
exhaufced the Strength - which they would 
have farther occauon to exert. Zoraida un-
derfiood my pnrpofe. She gave me a look 
of approbation, tqreherfelf with difficulty 
from the arms of Ines, .and went to afiume 
a drefs of mourning-, 

A veil of crape covered her countenance j 
a long black mantle flowed over the reft of 
her perfon. Ines and I refolving to attend 
her to the fcene of the combat, afiumed the-
fame garb of woe, and waited in filence, till 
the guards Should come to conduct us. 
. They came, preceded by the judges. The 
queen received them with refpect, without 

affecting 
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affecting a degree of affurance which might 
have had the air of pride, or teftifying that 
humiliation which becomes only a criminal. 
She followed them in a car which they had 
brought to convey her. I was feated befide 
her. Ines placed herfeif at her feet. Six 
courfers, with their harnefs and houfings of 
a mourning colour, drew us flowly to the 
fquare, which was already crowded with 
people. . 

In that fquare was an area marked out 
for the combat, and inclofed with barriers j 
a fcaffold hung with black, ftood near: at 
a fmall diftance appeared a funeral pile. At 
this fight, the trembling queen had ah 
moft fainted away in my arms ; but, being 
fup'ported by Ines, and -Summoning up all 
her ftrength, fhe went upon the fcaffold, 
v/here feats covered with black had been fet 
for us. She feated herfeif, holding me by 
the hand, and begging me in a low voice 
not to forfake her. I could make no reply; 
tears repreffed my voice. I kept my place 
by her fide ; and Ines fat down at her feet. 

VOL. II. X The 
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The judges read the fentence. A rioife of 
trumpets was heard, and immediately ap
peared the terrible Ali, Mofarix, Sahal, and 
Mocbader, mounted on gallant fteeds, and 
Invefted with glittering arms* They advam 
ced through- the crowd, looking fternly ag
round them, as they came forwards. But, 
wdien they appeared in the prefence of the 
queen, they either turned away or caft down 
their eyes. Zoraida, as {he viewed them, 
clung clofer to me. The four Zegries enter
ed theiifts. My brother- then came forward^ 
-wearing a: bright cuirafs, and followed: by a 
troop of Alabez in' arms. He immediately 
clofed the barrierand. was proclaimed 
guard of the field. 

The Imams, the people, and the judges 
obferved a profound filence. Amid that nu
merous crowd, none dared to make himfelf 
heard. All flood motionlefs in their places, 
having their eyes fixed on Zoraida, the Ze
gries, and the funeral-pile; all expected, 
and earneftiy wifhed to fee fome war-riours 
come to-the defence of her whom they pi
tied, yet deferted. The queen counted, the 

moments-,, 
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moments, and often turned her head to
wards the Spanifh gate. When none ap
peared, Ihe looked upon Ines, and fighed. 
Ines, pale, watchful, and trembling, began 
to fear that Some misfortune might have de
tained the brave Lara. Time .paired away 4 
hour after hour was counted. As the lapfe 
of each was announced, the judges fall rofe, 
advanced to the different fides of the fquare, 
and in a loud voice called for the champions 
of the accufed queen. They returned and 
feated themfelves in the middle of the fquare. 
Their demand was .five times repeated ; but 
frill no anfwer. was returned. Almanzor 
viewed me with looks of anxious dread. 
He went, returned, and walked hither and 
thither, in extreme agitation.; his fleed was 
brought to him, and he called foon after, 
for his lance. Thrice he feized the barrier, 
to open it and enter himfelf, thrice again he 
flopped, liflened, and with his eyes fignified 
to me, that the fun was fafl verging to the 
horizon. 

At laft, after the fifth hour was expired, 
at the corner of the fquare, oppofite to the 

X 2 Spaniifi, 
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Spanifh gate, a noife of horfes.was heard, 
and the people fhouted. The crowd made 
way. Four warriours entered, in a Turkifh 
drefs, armed in the fafhion of Afia, and 
mounted on Stately couriers, which they 
urged on at full Speed. One of them teem
ed to be juft entering the fir ft Stage of youth 5 
the other two were in the flower of their 
age : and the laid appearing by the whitenefs 
of his. muftachios to have compleated a 
length of years, bore an immenfe buckler, 
the weight of which he feemed not to feel. 
They flopped before Zoraida, and fainted 
her with refpect. He who feemed their 
chief, Sprung nimbly to the ground, and in 
the Turkifh language, afked permiffion of 
the judges to fpeak to the queen. Aiman-
zor, who attentively obferved him, afked 
him to exprefs himfelf in the Arabic lan
guage. The warriour did fo ; and my bro
ther, by the order of the judges, conducted 
him to the fcaffold. The ftranger then 
kneeling before Zoraida, addrefled her in 
the following words : 

Queen, 
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Queen, we are Subjects of the invincible 

monarch who reigns in Stambol *. We 
were going to Tunis, with orders from his 
Highnefs. A tempeft cafe us upon thefe 
fhores, where we have learned from the 
voice of fame, that oppreffed by calumny, 
you were about to perifh by an unhappy 
death. Accept the aid which heaven fends 
you, deign to intruft your caufe to us. Our 
blood, fhed for you, will perhaps prove to 
the citizens of Grenada,, that the natives of 
Afla know to fall or conquer in the caufe of 
virtue, 

As he faid thefe words, which were utter
ed in a loud voice, and heard with applaufe, 
the eaftern warriour bowed to the ground, 
eroded his hands upon his bread, and drop
ped at the queen's feet, the letter which fhe 
had written to Gonfalvo. Ines eagerly took 
up the paper, inftantly recognized it, and 
in traniports which fhe could fcarce hide, 
faid Softly to her miftrefs ; It is Lara ; they 
are our friends. Lara heard her, and with 
a glance of his eye, Satisfied the queen, that 

it 
* Thé Turkifh name of Conflantincple. 
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it was he. She, diiTembiing her Secret, jey, 
thus replied: 

Yes, I accept you for my defenders; I re-
gard you as Sent by God ; and I call on that 
avenging God to end my life this moment, 
if fhe whom you defend be a criminal. 

At thefe-words, the warriour aroSe. My 
brother led him back, and the barrier was 
opened. The Turk, mounting his fteed, 
brandished his lance with a terrible air. 
With his three companions, he then entered 
the lifts, and Almanzor ciofed the barrier. 

Thofe four brave knights were the invin
cible Lara, young Fernand Cortez, the wor
thy pupil of Gonfalvo, the valiant Aguilar, 
that hero's father, and the venerable Tellez, 
grand-mafter of Calatrava. Lara had chofen 
thefe for the afiociates of his enterprize. All 
the four, dreading a prohibition from Fer
dinand, had left the camp, without his 
knowledge. By the advice of Tellez, they 
had affumed the difguife of the Turkifh 
garb; left, in a boftile city, they might be 
detained prifoners of war. The time necef-
fary for thefe preparations, and the length 
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of way which they had to travel in coming 
by Murcia, had occafioned their late arrival". 

No fooner were the eight warriours tc^ 
gether in the lifts, than they began to view 
each other with looks of keen examination, 
and to Single out, each his adveffary. Lara 
placed himfelf before All, whom he thought 
the moft formidable of the four Moors ; old 
Teliez Singled out Mofarix, the deteftable 
author of the confpiracy ; Aguilar oppofed 
Sahal; and young Cortez, Mocdader. The 
fignal was immediately given ; and the com
batants rufhed together. 

At the firft fhock, none of them was 
thrown from his horfe; only Cortez 's Steed 
received a mortal wound. Cortez felt him 
Stagger under him, and dexteroufly threw 
himfelf to the ground. Covered with his 
buckler, and having his Sword in his hand2 

he awaited the return of his enemy, who a-
vailed himfelf of his good fortune, and-turn-
ad to trample the young Christian under 
foot. Cortez nimbly avoided the rencoun
ter, and plunged his weapon in the flank of 
his adverfary's Steed. Mocdader fell -y he 

Sprang 
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fprang inftantly up; but Cortez bad, by 
this time, wounded him; at fight of his 
own blood, the Zegry's fury rofe to an ex
traordinary pitch. The young Spaniard, 
being the weaker of the two, receded from 
his blows, and pretended to flee, till Mocta-
der, fatigued and exhaufted by the purfuit, 
afforded him no difficult victory. 

In the mean time, the brave Aguilar had 
divided the head of Sahal. He flood calm
ly befide his victim, and turned his eyes u-
pon his companions. He faw the venerable 
Tellez, enfeebled by two large wounds, and 
fore preffed by Mofarix, who railed his fi
bre to ftrike him. Aguilar • uttered a loud 
cry; Mofarix turned round in furprife, 
Tellez feized the moment, and with his fcy-
metar, ftruck Mofarix under the arm. The 
Zegry fell. The old man rufhed upon him, 
wounded him again, difarmed him, and left 
him with fome faint remains of life. 

At the fame inftant, Cortez, being pur- ; 

fued, dropped before Mocdader, raifed his 
fword, and wounded him in the belly with 
a. blow, which clofed his eyes in endlefs fleep„ 

But, 
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But, the doughty Ali combatted the 

magnanimous Larâ  with greater equality. 
Their firft ftrokes broke in pieces the armour 
of the two heroes. The wounds which they 
mutually received inflamed their rage. On 
their fwift courfers, they could not come 
into clofe combat ; they therefore leaped to 
thé ground together, and afiailed each other 
with redoubled fury. Victory ftill hung 
doubtful; the people kept âprofound filence: 
Zoraida, Ines, and I viewed the fcene with 
agonizing terrour. But, All's courage feem
ed to be unnerved at the fight of his fallen 
companions. Lara pufhed on with riling 
ardour. He was enraged with himfelf, when 
he faw his companions victorious before him; 
Parrying, therefore, with his fword, the 
blows aimed at his head, he drew his poniard 
with his left hand, felzed his antagonift, 
prefied him in his nervous arms, twice plun
ged his fword into his fide, and threw him 
On the ground. 

The ring refounded with fhouts of joy. 
The queen fwooned away in our arms. We 
recalled her to life ; while the brave Alman-

VOL. IL Y • zor 
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zor ran to embrace the four conquerors, 
and afked them to retire to his palace. 

Prince, faid the old Tellez, fhewing him 
the expiring. Mofarix, let this Zegry be car
ried before the judges. . He may perhaps be ; 

touched with remorfe, and confefs his crime, 
bv which the truth will be illustrated. Mo-
farix heard: what was faid, and opened hig 
eyes. The judges then drew near to him. 

I have deierved' my fate, faid Mofarix f 
Zoraida was innocent. Aben-Hamet fought 
only to put a voluntary end to his life at-, 
her feet.. In their unfortunate interview-' 
there was nothing,criminal.- God of hea* 
ven forgive me!. and may the Zegries lears-
from this awfui example 

Relentlefs death here ftopped his tongue. 
The judges made ids-dying confeffion-public. 

The four conquerors, mean while, prepa-
redto-depart, immediately.- Notwithstand
ing their wounds and the intreaties of Al-
manzor, they-went to falute the queen, who-
could exprefs her gratitude only-with tears.-• 
Covered with blood, and crowned with glo
ry, admired and bleiTed by the people, they 

returned^ 
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returned by the road by which they had 
come. Alman-zor and the Alabez accom
panied them to the gates. Thence the four 
Spaniards haftened to the deep foxed, in 
which they had left their attendants. 

Boabdil, when informed.of the iffue of 
•the combat, and of the late confeffion of the 
•Zegry, repaired fpeedily to the fcene. He 
afcended the fcaffold, where Zoraida yet re
mained. . At fight of him. She Shuddered, 

apt ••* * 

turned away her eyes, and fank into our 
arms. Boabdil, kneeling before her, afked 
her. pardon for the outrages to which fhe 
had been expofed, vowed to repair them uy 
Creating her with lading refpect, and intreat-
•ed her to return to the Alhambra, to reien 
over his people, .and himfelf. 

At thefe words, indignation reftored to Zo
raida her wonted vigour. Dared thou make 
fuch-a propoial? faid fhe. Ah! I Lake God 
-and this people to witnefs, that thou gaveft 
me up to fhame, and didft condemn me to 
death. Heaven has vindicated my inno
cence ; I have no longer fhame to fear : but, 
if I muft return to thy bed, or deliver my-

J 2 ielf 
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felf to the executioner, my choice is made | 
let this pile be lighted up; I renounce the 
ungrateful benefit which I owe to ftrangers. 
Grenadines, either throw me into the 'flames, 
pr refcue me from this tyrant. 

She fpoke, and a fhout declared that fhe 
fhould be free, and that the marriage-ties 
between her and Boabdil were broken. 
The judges and Imams advancing, declared 
to Boabdil, that Zoraida, although refcued 
from punifhment, was neverthelefs dead to 
her hufband. The monfler was filent. He 
durft not irritate his fubjects. He feared to 
violate thole laws openly, which had fo of
ten' call a veil over his crimes. Obliged 
thus, for the firft time, to reprefs his refent-
ment, he retired to hide in the Alhambra 
his rage for the difappointment, not his re-
morfe. - ' 

Zoraida, knowing this, prepared to leave 
Grenada that very hour. Almanzor gave 
her his chariot. Almanzor and the Alabez 
attended her to Carthama, a city in which 
the unfortunate brethren of Aben-Hamet 
had fought refuge. After confiding her to 

their 
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their cares, Almanzor returned with hafte 
to join us; and we learned that the Spa
niards were within two miles of our walls. 

The common danger extinguifhed our 
jealoulies and refentments. The Alabez 
and the Almörades forgot their wrongs, and 
joined the Zegries. The tribes were all re
conciled to one another, and fwore to Boab
dil, that they would die for their country. 
My brother was named general, and prepa
red to make a defperate defence. The've
nerable Muley, concerned iolely for the fal-
vation of the eirfpire, ran to embrace the 
knees of his fon, and fupplicated him to re
pair the injuftice done to the Abencerragoes 
and recall them to the defence of the city. 

Boabdd, out of fear, confented. Ambaf-
fadors were appointed to make excufes to 
the brave tribe, to bear them prefents from 
the king, and to invite them back to the 
poffeiuon of their property, their places, and 
their rank. My father chofe to be one of 
the ambaffadors, himielf. Ke departed, 
arrived at Carthama, affembled the noble fa
mily, who received 1dm wdth the mod plea-

fing 
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fing demonstrations of love and joy. Mu= 
ley condefcended to ufe the moll fubmiffive 
Intreaties for the fervice of Boabdil. He 
complained of the unfortunate condition of 
kings, who are ever furrounded with flat
terers and deceivers, excufed the inexpe
rienced youth of his fon, Spoke of the dan
ger which threatened religion, the laws, the 
exiftence of their country, and, in favour of 
an undutiful child, exerted all that eloquence 
which is breathed from the foul, and which 
is the only art that virtue allows herfelf to 
employ. 

When he had ended his difcourfe, Zeir, 
the new chief of the Abencerragoes, confult-
-ed his brethren, and then anfwered in their 
name, as follows: 

King of Grenada,—for we can acknow
ledge none but you for our Sovereign,—we 
have given you the moft fenfible proof of 
our refpecd, the only one wdiich it can be 
painful for us to give : we have heard you to 
an end. Hear us in our turn. We are rea
dy to die for religion and for you. But, if 
there were one Abencerngo bade enough to 

forgive 
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forgive Boabdil, we would inftaritly facrifice 
him to our juft refentment. Boabdil— 
Great God! at the very name our fury ri> 
fes above all reftraint. Muley, name him no 
more: remind us riot that thou haft the 
misfortune to be father •: o fueh a rnonfter. 

But, tyrants pafs away, while our'coun
try remains. That country is in danger. 
We will defend it, at the peril of our lives. 
Carthama is ours. This place we will pre-
ferve impregnable. Here we will live inde* 
pendent; and we fhall often faliy forth to 
combat the enemy before our walls, and to 
lavifh our blood in defence of the bafe affaf-
fins who plotted againft our lives. Muley, 
afk no more. The Abencerragoes will never 
again enter Grenada, while it is polluted by 
the prefence of Boabdil. 

Thus fpofce Zeir. His brethren applaud
ed what he faid, and refufed, with expref-
fions of horrour, the prefents which were 
offered them. They ordered the ambaffadors 
to leave their city. Muley they would have 
retained among them. Bur, he excufed 
fumfelf from yielding to their kind perfua-

fions,. 
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lions, and returned to the, guilty monarch',' 
with the aniwer of the indignant tribe. I 
enquired concerning Zoraida ; and was con
cerned to learn, that die was no longer in 
Carthama, but had, 'within thefe few days, 
disappeared with ínes, -•„ .. -
. .J, lamented and -wept for her fate. Alas I 

my own was foomto-be equally-deplorable. 
Boabdil had lone fince Sent to aik aid 

from Africa. The erratic tribes of the Be
reberes, a paftoral people at the foot of 
mount Atlas, fent fix thoufand men, under 
the command of young Iimael, and his wife, 
Zora; a happy pair, whofe manners, mild 
and pure, their mutual fondnefs, and affect
ing harmony might ferve as a pattern to all 
mankind. .They wrere followed by prince 
Alamar who was already famous through 
Ethiopia for his Strength and valour, and 
who haftened with ten thouSand blacks to 
the defence of our wails. Boabdil received . 
him as a tutelary deity, and lavifhed on him 
careffes, and vows of gratitude. The con
formity of their characters Soon united them 
in confidential friendfhip. 

I was 
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I was unfortunate enough to pleafe the 
fierce Alamar. Incapable of that tender ref-
pect and delicate timidity by which the charm 
of love is infenfibly communicated from 
breaft to breaft, the proud African fodn decla
red his defires to me. Alamar was not a mart 
to whom fuch audacity could be pardoned, 
His eyes wild and glaring, his gigantic form, 
and his footy features could infpire none but 
fentiments of terrour. I fhuddered to hear 
his tale of love; and his fangulnary valour, 
with his contempt of heaven, arid of the 
powers of earth had already imprefled my 
foul with an infurmountable averfion for 
him. I replied with the dignity becoming 
my birth, and the fentiments of my heart; 
yet took care not to offend the ally of my 
country, and the truldy friend of Boabdil. 

It was then that queen Ifabella, alter' 
uniting her army with that of Ferdinand, 
came to pitch her camp before our walls, 
and announced to us by her heralds that 
fhe had fworn to die or conquer Grenada. 
Boabdil anfwered only by fending the Afri
can prince to attack her camp. Alamar 

VOL, II. Z . fpread 
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Spread terrour to the very tents of the queen, 
hewed down all who attempted to iday his 
progrefs, made a dreadful malTacre among 
the Christians, and returned in triumph to 
aik my hand from Boabdil as the reward of 
his SucceSs-. Boabdil joyfully contented. 
He himfelf brought the African prince to 
my father's palace, declared to the unfortu
nate Muley, that he had difpofed of his 
daughter, and informed him, that I muff 
next day become the wife of prince Ala-mar. 

My father had no authority to defend me. 
Almanzor was on the Alpuxaras, levying fol-
diers. Thus deftitute of Support, with no 
reSource. but tears which with tyrants can 
avail nothing, my only hopes were in my 
own fortitude; My circumftances gave me 
the refolute determination of defpair. 

I went in queft of young Zora, that brave 
arnazon who had come with the Bereberes-
to-the defence of my country. At her firft-
arrival, I had. felt for Zora thofe involun
tary fentiments of friendfhip which virtue 
always commands. She knew and pitied 
my misfortunes. She hated Alamar. I 
-.. . without 
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"without helltation confided my forrows to 
her fympathizing kindnefs. I afked her aid. 
The amiable ftranger provided for my efcape, 
and gave me thirty of her brave Numidians 
to attend me, to defend me from violence, 
to fall rather than forfake me. Allured of 
their fidelity, Zora fecretly opened to me, 
the gate which was guarded by her. I 
efcaped from Grenada, with my guard ef-
corting me, but without knowing whither 
to flee. The city of the Abencerragoes was 
the fafeft place of retreat. But, their chief 
Zeir, and two of his brothers had felt a paf-
fion for me; I would not intruft myfelf c-
ven to virtuous lovers. I fuppofed, that in 
the vicinity of Malaga, In the lonely palace 
which my father Muley-Haffem had former
ly given me, I might hide my life from the 
fearch of Alamar, till I could inform my 
brother of the violence offered to my heart. 
I directed my fteps hither with my atten
dants, travelling only by night, for fear of 
furprife, and praying heaven to fave me 
from the purfuit of my enemies. 

Z 2 My 
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My prayers were fruitlefs. I had hardly 
reached the Shore, when I was Surrounded 
by a party of Alamar's troops. My brave 
Bereberes reíifted and defended me. But, 
they were overpowered by numbers, and all 
flain or made captives. The chief of thofe 
dreadful Blacks Seized me in a dying condi
tion, and carried me on board a {hip which 
lay at a Small distance. He came on board 
himfelf, with his captives, and then inform
ed me, that his matter, to make Sure of me 
for his wife, had directed him to convey me 
to Ms dominions. 

My misfortunes were at a height, No
thing but death could fave me from the hor-
rours of my fate. I would have fought 
death among the billows, but my guards 
bound me to the maSt. The reft you know, 
my lord. Your more than human courage 
has refcued me from thofe barbarians. But, 
my unhappy fate has brought me back into 
the dominions of Boabdil. I tremble at the 
thought of the dangers which Still threaten 
me. Yet, I feel a Secret pleaSure in regard
ing you as my defender. 

Thus 
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END OF BOOK FOURTH, 

Thus ended the narrative of the fair Zu4'L 
lema. Gonfalvo, charmed to hear her, 
could not exprefs the tranfports he felt. A 
thoufand thoughts fluctuated in his mind, 
and he gave up his foul to hope, fadnefs, 
and fear. Zulema left him a prey to thefe 
fentiments. 
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THE CONQUEST OF GRENADA 

BOOK FIFTH. 



A R G II M E N: ï . 

IMPRESSION made on Gonfaho by Zulema's nar

rative. Situation of the two lovers. Gon

faho is detained by his wounds. The fiege' 

of Grenada is continued.. Preparations made 

by Ferdinand. Ifahella engages the army in 

games. Bull-fight. Spanifhfeafils. Vigilance 

of Aimanzor. Dream and. terrour of Mo-

raima. Alamar goes with Aimanzor to fiur-

prifie the Chrifiians by night. Ifabella's 

camp ajfaulted and fiet on fireé Exploits of 
Alamar and Aimanzor. Death of the prince 

of Portugal : defipair of his wife. Aimanzor 

refufes to enter Grenada, but makes the 

Moors under his command encamp on the 

field, of victory. Difimay, of the Spaniards. 

R.eligious dificourfie of Ifiabella. She encoura

ges her troops. Lara places them within in-

trenchments. 
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d : BOOK FIFTH. 

YOUNG hearts who know what it is to 
love, and who have not yet forgot

ten the day when you firft beat for the ob
ject of your affections! you remember that 
the fweet pleafure, the delicious fentiment 
with which you were raviihed, was difturb-
ed by the fear that your vows might be an
ticipated by fome happier rival, and thaffhe 
whom you wifhed to pleafe, might be alrea
dy bound by other ties. She was fo fair, 
and feemed to poffefs fo many virtues,, that 
it appeared impoflible for any one to have 
feen without loving her. Before venturing 
to declare what your confufion had already 
told you, with trembling anxiety, you firft 
fought to difcover her fecret: you were a-
larmed'by a word, you interpreted every 
look; and when, after a thoufand little ar
tifices, and a thoufand queftions eluded, you 
learned at length, that her foul was free, 

VOL. II. A a peaceful, 
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peaceful, and yet unconquered, that you : 

might afpire to the fupreme felicity of firft 
teaching it to love Ah! young lover, 
recollect what you then felt, and give all thy 
days that are yet to come for the enjoyment 
df fuch another moment. 

Such happinefs did Gonfalvo now enjoy. 
Since the Moorifh prineefs had fpoken of her 
averfion for the- favage Alamar, and by re
lating the ftory of her life, had convinced 
the hero, that the was yet a ftranger to love, 
Gonfalvo began to-indulge hopes. Still oc
cupied with that ftory, he had it ever prefent 
to his mind; during the filence of night, he 
ftill Teemed to fee Zulema, and liften to her 
voice. The bare idea of the African daring 
to afpire to pleafe her, inflamed his fury. He 
was impatient to be before Grenada, to fee 
that famed warriour, to meet, to vanquifh 
him, and punifh him for his criminal auda
city. His agitated heart began to feel hatred; 
and his rage againft Alamar made him al-
moft defirous to leave the object of his withes 
immediately. 

Other 
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: Other thoughts, gentler, but not lefs fond, 
occupied the breaft of the young prineefs. 
Sure of the firanger's love, without permit
ting herfelf to defire it, and determining to 
confecrate her life to him, without acknow
ledging to herfelf that fhe loved him, fhe 
formed the defign of returning with him to 
her father. Under 'his protection, fhe could 
not fuppofe, that fhe had aught to fear. 
Muley, Aimanzor, Boabdil, and Alamar 
himfelf,.. with the whole Moorifh nation 
would refpect or fear this hero. His valour 
which was known to her, might deliver 
Grenada; and the daughter of Muley-Haf-
fem was the only reward worthy of being 
offered to a hero diftinguifhed by fo many 
virtues. 

Such were the chimeras which Zulema 
fondly indulged. But, Gonfalvo's wounds 
were likely to detain him yet a long while. 
The prineefs fecretiy difpatched a flave to in
form Muley-Haffem where fhe was. While 
fhe awaited the return of that faithful envoy, 
fhe thought it her duty to dedicate all her 
time to the care of her deliverer. Ever near 

A a a him . 
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him; inceffantly attentive to the progrefs 
of his cure, the watched over him, took 
care of him, and by her conversation gave 
a charm to the idiitude which was delight-

O 

ful to both. 
While the time neceffary to the restora

tion of GonSalvo's Strength was paffing on 
and his pains were Softened by Such pleaimg 
affiduities ; the Spanifh army before Grena
da lamented the abfence of their hero. 
Humbled by the exploits of Alamar, they 
longed impatiently for vengeance. The 
young Chiefs, Guzman, Cortez, and the 
young prince of Portugal, foldiers, and cap
tains, ad loudly urged an affault. Ferdinand 

J * O 

oppofed their wifhes; Ferdinand was not 
yet ready. Grenada defended by a thou
fand towers, too extenfive to be blocked up, 
had a communication on the Eaft fide, with 
the Alpuxaras, and obtained from thofe 
mountains, Supplies of foldiers and provi
sions. Carthama *, on the fouth fide, Stand-

Ino* 
*^This is not the Carthama between Antequtrraand Ma

laga but another, near Grenada, and at a fmall ciftance 

from 
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ing on inacceiiible rocks, and guarded by 
the Abencerragoes, annoyed the Spaniards* 
A numerous and warlike people, with many 
brave allies, defended the befieged city. 
And the impetuous courage of Alamar, the 
calm valour of Aimanzor prepared an obfti-
nate refifiance which time alone could Subdue. 

The kins: of Arraaron. who had been 
formed by his father, in his long wars a-
gainft the French, lent detachments of fol
diers to the Alpuxaras, to Surpriie, ai d cut 
off the convoys, He diverted the courfe of 
the rivers. He winded famine to combat for 
him. His forefieht went, vet farther. Be-
ing previoufly acquainted with that dreadful 
art which arms the hands of men with thun
der, and thus defeats every effort of military 
force and courage. Ferdinand dug Subter
raneous caverns under the walls of Grenada, 
and filled them with falt-petre and Sulphur, 
which would take fire on a Sadden ; and by 
their explofion drive all the towers aloft in 
the air, and leave a free entrance to the aS-
Sailants, All the apparatus, ail the machiT 

nery invented by the daemon of war was 
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employed by Ferdinand. Yet, to infure 
fuccefs, he was obliged to fufpend the ufe 
of it. Aguilar praifes his prudence; old 
Teilez approves his delays ; and the intrepid 
Lara feéms, by his filence, to fay, that he 
cannot conquer without his friend. 

During this long feafon of inactivity, the 
army might have been difcouraged. But, 
Ifabelia, by the inftitution of martial games, 
provided objects to divert the ardour of the 
gallant youth, while her hufband reftrained 
them from the combat. This great queen 
had long known, how much the prefence of 
the object' of his love tends to animate the 
valour of the Spanilh warriour. She knew 
that, with the youth of her nation; love, 
ardent love is the bell fpur to glory. She 
therefore brought her court with her, to 
the camp. The fairefl of the Caftilian dames 
came In her train : Blanche de Medina Cell, 
Eleonora de la Cerda, Seraphina de Mendo
za, Leocadia de Fernán d Nugnez, a crowd 
« i beauties, each of whom was the idol of 
feme hero, were ever outfhining each other's 
charms around the queen, But, they were 
• • all 
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all eclipfed by the princefs of Portugal, 
daughter to Ifabella*, who gloried in the 
name which Hie merited by her charms, and 
ftiil more by her virtues. Adored by the 
happy Alphonfo, whom ihe had lately efpou-
fed, the fole care of the fond and youthful 
princefs was to reftram the too ardent valour 
of her hufband. Emulous of the renown of 
the famous Aimanzor, the pride, and the 
flay of Grenada, Alphonfo loudly declared 
his impatience to try his prowefs againit the 
Moorifli hero. His trembling fpoufe durit 
not forbid the bold attempt; but fhe felt a 
gloomy prefage which prompted her tears in 
fecret; the very name of Aimanzor alarm-
ed her with the moll; oppreffive terrours. 

In the camp was a wide circus, with nu
merous rows of feats around it. There the 
auguft queen, fkiiled in the pleafing art of 
winning her people's hearts by engaging 
them in purfuits which coincided with her 
own pleafures, often invited the warriours-

of 

* The Infanta Ifebella, eldeff daughter of Queen Ifabel

la, had married Alphonfo, fon to the king of Portugal, flic 

fcscame a widow foon after her marriage, 
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of her army to the favourite amufement of 
the Spanifh nation. There, the young 
chiefs, without their helmets, arrayed lim
ply in a fiiken robe, and armed only with 
a lance, advanced, upon fwift deeds, to at
tack and conquer wild bulls. Soldiers on 
foot, yet more lightly dreffed, held in one-
hand a purple veil, in the other, a fheaf of 
^harp-pointed arrows. An Alcaide proclaim
ed the law of the combat to be, that none 
of thofe who engaged in it fhould receive 
any aid, or fhould be allowed to ufe other 
arms than the lance, to flay his opponent, 
and the purple veil to protect himfeif. The 
Sovereigns, with their courts around them, 
prefided at thofe bloody games: and the 
whole army, ranged in wide amphitheatres, 
expreffed, by cries of joy' and enthufiaftic 
Satisfaction, their extravagant pailion for 
thofe ancient fports. [; 

The fignai was given, and the barrier 
opened. The bull fprang impetuoufly into 
the middle of the Circus. But, the noife of 
the drums, the fhouts, and the appearance 
of the thronging Spectators feared him, and 

be 
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he flood with an afpect of mingled rage and 
terrour. A fmoke iifued from his noftrils % 
his ardent eyes wandered over the amphi
theatre ; he feemed to be at once furprifed 
and irritated. On a fudden, he ruihed upon 
a horfernan, who wounded him, and ded 
quickly to the other fide of the Circus. The 
bull exafperated by the wound, purfued hard 
after him, pawed the ground, and threw him-
felf upon the glittering veil, held out before 
him by one of the foot-combatants. The 
dexterous Spaniard, that fame inftant, a-
voided the bull's affauit, hung the light veil 
upon his horns, and pierced him with a fharp 
arrow, by which his blood ftreamed anew. 
Soon pierced by all the lances, and wound
ed by arrows which left their barbs, each in 
the wound it made, tlie animal bounded over 
the arena, uttered horrible beliowings, fhook 
his fides and neck, to quit himfelf of the 
aumerous arrows, totted the fand, and the 
bloody fhreds of the veil, emitted from his 
mouth ftreams of red froth, and, exhausted 
by his efforts, by rage, and by pain, tank 
down, at laft, in a dying condition. 

VOL. Ij, B b In 
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In one of thofe combats was the rafh Cor» 
tez near to.ending a life deftined to'nobler 
exploits. Burning with ambition to diitin-
guifh himfelf before the fair Mendoza, who 
had long' poffeffed his heart, Cortez riding 
on an Andalufian courfer, wounded a furi
ous bull, and fled. Heedlefs of thé danger 
to'which he was expofed, the young lover 
frill looked towards the beauty by whom his 
heart was full occupied, when he faw an o-
range flower with which flic had decorated 
her bofom fall down into .the arena, Cortez 
threw himfelf to the. ground, ran, and hoop
ed ; the1 bull rapidly followed, and was a* 
bout to ftrike the imprudent youth—A cry 
from.Sefaphina warned him of his danger, 
Cortez, without quitting'the flower, direc
ted his lance, againft the fhouider of the ani
mal, and laid him expiring on the fand. 

. The whole 2X1X1V 2T3.VC 2t- fhout of applaufe; 
liabeila would have crowned Cortez. Cor
tez refufed the crown, fhewing the precious 
flower which in - his eftimation would not 
have been too dearly paid for, with his life. 

He 
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He covered it with a thoufand kifTes, preffed 
it to his heart, broke his lance, and retired 
from the circus. 

Thus paffed the day. -When night, with 
her liars, returned,.a thoufand flambeaus re
flected by cryftal luftres, illuminated the Su
perb tents of the queen. There, all the beau
ties of the Court, fparkllng in gold and jew
els, having their heads uncovered, and deco
rated only with their long flowing hair, flood 
In a ring within which the muiic of haut
boys, and timbrels invited the young heroes 
to advance. They came in a feftive drefs, 
wearing a rich arid fhort mantle which was 
gracefully fattened by a golden buckle. Their 
broad hats were adorned with red feathers, 
refembling bunches of diamonds. Their 
hair fell In buckles, on their fnow-white 
ruffs : and the .light ebon down which re
mained on the upper lip, gave new beauty 
and dignity to their mild yet manly features. 

Each prefented his hand to her whom his 
heart preferred. The instruments of mufic 
rave the fip-nal: and in a noble, meafured 
dance, the gravity of which rendered it not 

B b 2 tfa 
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* The Saraband. f The SeguidHlas, 

the lefs pleafant, while its decency improved 
its grace, the two lovers attracted all eyes, 
while they looked only upon one another *. 
Quicker airs loon enlivened the dance; they 
mixed, joined, parted, returned nimbly 
to the place they had left, fled again, again 
to meet, and in their movements imitated 
the tranfports, the tender furprife, and the 
foft languors of love f. 

When Ifabella put an end to thefe pleaiing 
^amufements, and the young beauties, re
tiring into their apartments, gave to plea-
Sing recollection, the hours deftined to Sleep: 
the lover, awake like them, wandered round 
the happy tent which contained the miftrefs 
of his heart. Cortez especially, the amorous 
Cortez came, every night, to watch till the 
return of morn at the door of his Seraphi-
na's tent. Only a light veil divided him 
from his love. But, that veil was impene
trable : it was guarded by Sacred refpect. 
Wrapped in his cloak, and leaning on his 
long Sword, Cortez Softly touched the plain

tive 
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tlve firings of a guitar, and fang to a flow 
air, thefe words which were from time to 
time interrupted by his iighs. 

Thou moon, veil thy radiant light, 
Left my fecret thy luftre betray ; 

Breathe foftly ye breezes of night, 
And my plaint to her hearing convey. 

Ye youths who ne'er faw the bright maid, 
Whole hearts are yet ftrangers to love, 

Sleep on, where in peace ye are laid; 
Should ye hear, ye my rivals muft prove. 

All day muft I hide my fond pain ; 
Not a figh may my paflion reveal: 

I long for the night, to complain ; 
But, night's fliades do her beauties conceal. 

Nought pleafes when file Is av/ay, 
This ftillnefs mv bofom alarms. 

4 

Return, thou bright regent of day, 
Again let me gaze on her charms. 
In the middle of one of thofe nightss 

when the tranquillity of the camp was dis
turbed by nothing but the complaints of 

lovers. 
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lovers, Almanzor weary after the toils and 
anxieties with which he was ever occupied 
when awake;—llept fweetly in the bofom 
of his Moraima. The hero whofe intrepid 
foul knew no paffions, but the love of glory 
and of his wife, after palling the day in vl-
iiting the ramparts, fortifying the polls, ani
mating by .his example the courage of the 
Soldiers, returned every evening, when dark-
nefs came on, to reyifit his lonely Moraima, 
to foothe her fears for his Safety, and to en-
joy in her embraces, that pure recompence 
which challe love prepares for virtue. 

While the fond pair repofed on a bed of 
purple, in their palace, Moraima uttered a 
fudden fcream, and awaked, in tears. Trou
bled, heaving violent fobs, and hardly able 
to breathe, fiie threw herfelf haftily into the 
arms of the furprifed Almanzor. He preffed 
her to his heart, and was bedewed with her 
tears. 

Dear Moraima, Said the hero, whence this 
fudden terrour ? I am here, my love; thy 
breails meet mine. Thy Almanzor Speaks 
to thee. What .can thus terrify thy heart | 
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Ah! my beloved, anfwered file, what a 
horrible dream have I had! I have feen—^ 
My fenfes are failing—My voice cannot.ut
ter my purpofe—I wandered over that wide 
plain by which we are divided from our ene
mies :. the two armies were within fight: 
our Moors lined their ramparts—I faw thee 
clad in. all the luftre of dazzling arms, ad
vance alone, to defy Gonialvo, and fight 
with, that Caftiiian. I .faw thee victorious., 
yet covered with a crape the black folds of: 
which were wrapped round-thee. None 
durid approach thee. I ran, I flew to meet 
thee, an.d; attempted to clafp-thee in my fee
ble arms—the crape fpread over my head j 
and we fell together into a lake of b l o o d s — 

0 my hufband, O my friend, I know too 
well the greatnefs of thy foul, to try to inti
midate thee. But, I requeft, I befeech thee 
to remember that Moraima has none in the 
world, fave thee My family is almoft ex
terminated : my father and brothers have 
fallen by the treacherous cruelty of Boabdilj 
my mother died of grief; all the Surviving 
Abencerragoes are exiled from Grenada: all 

this 
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this have I borne, and yet I live. Heaven 
has left me m y Almanzor. On thee have I 
centered all my affections ; thee has my heart 
made heir of all the tender feelings it has ever 
known. Wouldeft thou, alas ! raviih from 
me the only good that fate has left me? 
Wouldeft- thou, more barbarous than fate, 
condemn thy Moraima—— ? She would in-
Handy die. She would expire in the moid 
terrible diftrefs. Pity me, thou too valiant 
hero: promife to remain within our walls, and 
to Satisfy thyfelf with defending thofe towers 
whofe Me ftrength is in thy arm ; Swear ne
ver to leave thy Moraima, or lavifh thy life 
on that fatal plain, in defence of a perfidious 
king who detefts thy virtues, and may per
haps deliver thee to.the executioner, when 
thou fhali have faved his empire. 

Moraima, replied Almanzor, fhedding 
Some tears, thou art deafer to me than life, 
but my duty is dearer than thou. I know 
Boabdil; and thou knoweft, as Well • as I, 
that I have ftiil one terrible mean left by 
which Lean withdraw myfelf from his fury. 
It is not for that monfter I fight; it is for 

my 
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my religion, for my country, that I may leave 
on .my tombftone, a name to do honour to my 
widow, O my worthy and faithful wife, feek 
not to unnerve my virtue: thou fkdt taught-
eft virtue to fpring in my heart. By thy ex-
ampleis it maintained there, and by thy beau
ties adorned. When I ceafe to love virtue, 
I muft ceafe to hold thee dear. But, take 
confidence, my dear Moraima; I mean, not 
to leave our walls 5 the Moprifh interefts 
forbid me to faiiy forth. I fhall remain wdth 
thee, my love, with her, whofe every word, 
and look, and fmile more than compenfate 
all my toils. Wipe away thy tears; the 
God of battle will perhaps end our miferies; 
perhaps my endeavours may foon be fuccefs-
ful enough to reftore us the bieflings of 
peace. Ah! what glory, what happinefs 
will redound to me, if this people, Saved by 
my exertions, flxali Say, when they See thee 
paSs ; Behold the wife, the beloved rniftrefs 
of our deliverer !• 

As he fpoke thus, he embraced her, ;foo-
thed her anxieties, and promifed to abide 
within the walls. Moraima made him re-

VOL. II, C c peat 
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peat thofe confoling words. She believed^ 
as fhe ever had believed, all that her Almau.; 
zor faid.' Yet, did not: her terrour fubfide, 
or her tears ceafe; till a found of trumpets 
was fuddenly heard near the palace-. Al
manzor arofe, in furprife. He liftened, and 
heard a confuted noife of arms and horfes. 
The hero -feized his fword, covered his head 
with a large turban, haftily put on his cui-
rafs, and • without hearing Moraima, went 
to learn the cau-fe of-the fudden -diiturbariee-
which had alarmed them. 

Hardly was he in the fqua-re, when he 
faw, by the blaze, of torches, at the head of 
his blacS: Africans, Mmhsx-, the fierce Ala-
mar, riding on a courier from Suz, covered 
almoft all over-with a-ferpent's Skin, whofe 
fcales formed an impenetrable coat of mail, 
and whofe-- hideous and bloody head' was 
folded round his green turban-

Prince of Grenada, faid the barbarian, 
thou fleepeft, but I go out againft the ene
my; thou refteft by thy wdfe, but I carry 
fire and fword among the tents of Ferdinand* 
Thave received Boabdii's orders. I run, 

with 
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•with none, but my own foldiers, to attack 
thofe proud Spaniards, who thinking us too 
carelefs and. cowardly to furprife them, pro
long ;their feftivities, till famine fhall have 
delivered us into their hands. I go to dif-
turb their revels; I go to befprinkle with 
blood, their pavilions of pleafure. Dares 
Almanzor follow-me? 
. He faid. The hero viewed him with an 
indignant fmile. Be eafy, replied he, Al
manzor fhall lead thee on. 

His orders immediately .convoked the Ze-
gries and the Alabez. .He demanded one of 
his courfers, took up his ponderous mace, 
placed himfelf by the fide of Al.amar, and 
like the God of battles, made the three u-
nited fquadrons march on together, and if-
fued.out by the gate,of Elvira. 

They advanced-through the plain. Before 
they came to the outpofts of the Spanifh 
camp, Almanzor concerted wdth Alamar, 
the order which they were to ohferve, The 
Zegries, under Maaz, their chief, were to 
feek the centre of the camp, where the.war-
fiours of Caftile guarded queen Ifabella. 

C c 2 The 
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The left fide, defended by old Tellez, and 
the knights of Calatrava, was to be furpri-
fed by the Africans, under the command of 
Alamar. Almanzor and his faithful Alabez 
were to attack the right wing cocupied by 
Ferdinand and the Arragonefe. 

The companies parted, in obedience to 
theie orders, and with equal fteps, advanced 
fpeedily, but without confuftcn. The dark-
fiefs was favourable to the Moors, The fe-
curity of their enemies promifed them cer
tain fuccefs. The foremoft Guards were cut 
down. They reached the intrenchments ; 
and theie the courfers of Africa overleaped. 
Alamar's then raifed a fhout of horrour. 
Almanzor's replied. The Zesrries in the cen-
tre renewed the clamour. The Moors poured 
at once upon the three fides of the camp. 
Like Gaetulian lions, meeting in the defart 
with a herd of timorous roes, they rufhed 
upon the Spaniards, attacked, purfued them, 
flew equally thofe who fled, and thofe who 
made refiftance, threw the dying bodies in 
heaps together, and feared ieaft their wear}' 

' ; ' army 
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arms might too foon refufe to minifter to 
their ra?ee 

Alamar, exulting in blood, alone, and al
ready far from his followers, arnidft the tu
mult, and the darknefs, hurried over the quar
ter where Tellez commanded, cutting down 
all, without diftincdion, who met his fury. 
Old Tellez had made the trumpet found at 
the firft alarm. Having his fword in his 
hand, but without cafque, or buckler, and 
having fome torches carried before him, he 
ran about, and called upon his knights. 
Alamar heard him, flew to him, overthrew 
all who flood about him, feized the old man 
by his hoary hairs, which had been fpared 
in more than an hundred engagements, and 
with a blow of his fcvmetar, cut off that ve-
nerable head which had been fo long refpecd-
ed. Without flopping in his career, the 
African rufhed upon the band of Calatrava, 
who were forming themfelves in diforderly 
hafte, at the call of Tellez. Alamar came 
on, like a thunder bolt. Behold your chief, 
cried he ; I afk no ranfom. So faying, he 
threw among them the bloody- head of Tel-
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lez, and rufhed into the rftidft of the hand, 
difperfed them, drove them in flight before 
him, and covered the earth with dead bodies. 

In the mean time the brave Almanzor 
carried terrour through that quarter of the 
camp in which was the king. The Arrago-
nefe, being furprifed and overpowered, fell 
or fled. Their chiefs, Aranda and Montal-
van drove in vain to rally the fugitives. 
They were hewed down by the Alabez, who 
marching firm, in clofe ranks, like the fea 
when in a ftormy tide it encroaches upon its 
fhores, destroyed.and overthrew all that at
tempted to ftay their progrefs. Almanzor 
guided -their attack, without confufion or 
rage. He difdained to flay the vanquifhed. 
He was more concerned for the confequences 

— 

of the victory, than for the carnage with 
which it was to be purchafed. His ;orders 
were already.given, and the torches kindled. 
The tents were fet on fire. Columns of 
thick fmoke arofe, and were pointed with 
a long, undulating flame. Alamar and his 
Africans, on the left wing, perceived it 9 
and the flames were foon fpread over Tellez's 

quarter 
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quarter of the camp. The pavilions fell 
down;, the flames blazed, and rifing toge
ther, and Spreading at ones, threatened aa 
Immediate junction. 

Ferdinand, half-naked, and armed only 
with a••Tword; had rufhed upon the firft a-
larm, towards the tent of Ifabella. There 
were affembled round the queen, the prince 
of Portugal, Lara, Certez, Aguiiar, all the 
heroes of Gafdle. There the fierce Zegries 
had been thrice' repnlfed; and their chief, 
Maaz,- purfued: by Lara,- had indignantly 
yielded the victory. Ifabella, fearing for 
the king, ran herfelf to his aid, juft as the 
monarch equally anxious for- her Safety, 
reached her tent. Encouraged by her pre
sence, Ferdinand determined to arm himfeifi, 
and sp out asrainft Almanzor. 

But, at the name of Almanzor, at the 
report of his exploits, and at fight of the con
flagration which already Spread a terrific 
blaze, AlphonSo, the prince of Portugal,, 
the impetuous Alphonfo, Sprung forward 
iike a young Sawn, bound to meet the arrow 
a£ death. Guided by the Shrieks of terrour 

which 
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which he heard, he rufhed through the 
flames, met Almanzor,. and ftruck at him 
with his lance; but the lance was broken 
on the fhield of the Grenadine. 

Almanzor,: ftunned by the blow, flopped, 
and turned Upon the Portuguefe his eyes 
which glared with rage. He was going, to 
idrike him with his mace. 5 but he faw him 
on foot, and followed by few of his fiddlers. 
The scenerofitv of his nature then refirained 
his rage. Almanzor alighted from his horfe, 
drew his fabre, and advanced towards Al-
phonfo, who awaited him, .with his fword 
in his hand. 

They met, and affailed each other. Their 
clafhing fwords emitted fparks of fire ; their 
arms refilled repeated blows. Almanzor re
ceived a deep wound in the arm ; and the 
weapon at the. fame time gafhed his fide. 
Alphonfo gave an exulting fhout. But, A1--
manzor who was equally dexterous in the 
ufe of both arms, feized his fcymetar wdth 
his left hand, and preffing clofer upon his 
furprifed enemy, pierced, with aback-ftroke, 
the breaft of the Intrepid Portuguefe. Al

phonfo 



GONSALVO OF CORDOVA, 
phonfo fell, and falling bit the ground; he 
made feme vain efforts to threaten the con
queror ; but his voice and life were foon 
gone together. 

Ohaplefs.Ifabella, unfortunate fpoufe, and 
miftrefs of the expiring hero! at this very 
moment waft thou informed that the too da
ring Alphonfo was. engaged in fingle combat 
with Almanzor. Regardlefs of the cries of 
the queen, and the intreaties of Ferdinand, 
young Ifabella, pale, with her hair difhevei-
led, and her drefs difordered, .-ran through 
the flames, calling, Alphonfo, Alphonfo—• 
She came and daw her huiba'nd, already di-
vefted of his helmet, and turning, his half-
clofed eyes upon Almanzor who was leaving 
h i m . ' • 

Dear Alphonfo, cried fhe, throwing her-
-felf down upon his body; ftay, dear Al
phonfo, for thine unhappy wife; her Sor
row will foon bring her to join thee. And 
this is all the felicity of that fond marriage 
which promifed a long feries of happy days \ 
Such are the fortunate ties that united us 
for ever ! Alphonfo, my dear Alphorub, the 

VOL. IL D d love 
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'love of Ifabella has not availed thee. Alas! 
I deferved not to be long thy wife-; barba-
rous fate had determined that I {hould not. 
It cannot however part us. 

Having uttered thefe words, fhe arofe, 
with defpair in her eyes, feized Alphonfo's 
fword, and was turning it upon her own 
bofom, when the queen and Ferdinand came 
and thatched it from her hands. They 
fought to remove her from the fatal fpot: 
flie baffled all their efforts, refufed to hear 
her mother's voice, rejected her tender ca-
reffes, and returned to throw herfelf on the 
body of Alphonfo, and entwine it with her 
feeble arms, 

Almanzor feeing her, at a diftance by the 
blaze of the flames, could not reftrain his 
tears. Unhappy wretch, faid he, what have 
I done? There is the difconfolate widow 
whole hufband has fallen by my arm; the 
fond wife whofe joys I have buried in end-' 
lefs defpair! Ah { Momma-*—Moraima——• 
foon perhaps———His tears now flowed 
more copioufly: -But, driving away thofe 
gloomy ideas, and pronouncing the name of 

his 
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Ms country, he purfued his rapid career, 
extended and inflamed1 the conflagration, 
and at laft joined Alamar, who, red over 
with blood, and weary with daughter, was 
advancing over piles of corpfes to meet him. 

The two heroes congratulated each other, 
and agreed in concerting new enterprizes. 
They perceived by the illumination of the 
fire, a battalion, presenting a front formida
ble with pointed weapons, formed at a dis
tance from the ruins of the camp. That 
battalion confifting of Caftilian veterans who 
had. thrice difperfed the Zegries whom 
Maaz ftill rallied, were defended on all fides 
by an impenetrable grove of lances. In 
the middle fat Ifabella, Supported by Fer
dinand, holding in her arms her dying 
daughter, prefling her to her breaft, cover
ing her with kifles and with tears, and Stri
ving at leaft to remind the inconfolable wi
dow, that fhe had yet a mother. 

Around her were Aguiiar, Cortez, Guz
man, and Lara, the chiefs, and heroes of 
the army, moved by this affecting fight, en
raged with fortune, and pouring tears at 

D d 2 once 
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once of. anger and of compafiion. They 
Were impatient to attack the Moor, yet could 
not leave that circle, within which their So
vereigns had retreated, and where alone 
their Stan dards were Safe. They glowed with 
lhame and rage, rufhed forth in Search of Ah 
rrianzor, but were recalled by the monarch's 
Voice, and obliged unwillingly to return. 

Thus the brave native of the Pyrenean 
rocks whole talk is to guard the flock, when 
confined by chains at the door- of the fold, 
and feeing the wolves prowling at a diftance, 
growls, writhes his body, threatens the in
vaders, arid fills-the air/ with tremendous 
bowlings, gnaws his chain, often Stretching 
it to its utmoSt length, and gnafhes his teeth. 
with indignant rage.: : 

Calm in the hour of victory, and efteem-
ing his Succefs of no account, while Grenada 
%vas not delivered' from her befiegers ; Al
manzor propofed. that they Should jointly 
make a laid attack on that formidable Pha
lanx, and by deftroying it, terminate the 
war. But the ftrength of the great Alman
zor was iniufficient. to Second his courage: 

- the 
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the blood which flowed profufely from his 
painful wound, his Sufferings which he dif-
iernbled, and which a moment of reft had re
doubled, would not permit this brave prince 
to ruth again to the fight. The Alabez by 
whom he was adored, trembling, for his pre
cious life, loudly refuted to follow him. The 
Africans, and Alamar himfelf, fatisfied with 
the exploits'of the night, infilled upon re
turning to Grenada. The hero heard them 
in penfive fflence. He was meditating.a new 
project, by which he might preferve the ad
vantage gained, and which might redouble 
the confternation of his vanquiftied enemies. 
He knew of whatimportance it is in war, to 
imprefs terrour, and how often a pompous 
fhow does more than even victory. He cal
led the proud Alamar, gathered his captains 
round him, and affirming over them that 
noble afcendency which confeious virtue-
gives to great men: 

"Well then! faid he, I yield, Almanzor 
contents to reft. But you furely have not 
agreed to lofe the fruits of our fuccefs, and 
to. retire like fugitives within our walls 

. -•" . • which 
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which the enemy idll continue to threaten. 
My friends, let us fwear never to enter thefe' 
more, till we fhall have exterminated all that 
lurvive of the hoftile army. Let us fet up 
our tents here ; arid let the whole army join 
us. Let us opp'ofe our victorious camp tor 
the camp which we have deftroyed So fhall 
the Spaniard, befieged by us, experience in 
his turn that fcourge with whichhe has fc? 
long afflicted mi- • . .!- r ' * - ^ i u : 

He faid. The foldiers applauded, and Ala= 
mar approved fo noble a purpofe. ..The 
prince went inftantly in fearcK of king Boab-
dil, to bring that. monarch: to join them, 
and with him, the troops and other aids 
which were neceffary. He flew, he reached 
the. Adhambra, and publifhed the pi earing 
news; the populace and the citizens eagerly 
dernonftrated their joy. The gates of the 
city opened. Boabdil followed by Alamar 
came out at the head of his battalions. The 
field was covered with Moorifh warriours, 
and with horfes drawing carriages full of 
arms, clothes, and provifions. The.army 
gathered round. Almanzor, hailed him their. 

tutelary 
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tutelary god,. their hero, their deliverer. 
The king himfeif confirmed 'thefe ' names. 
ATpace had been already marked out ; and 
thoufands of tents were foon fet up. In the 
centre, .a magnificent 'pavilion was railed for 
Boabdil. Almanzor and the Alabez. retired 
to the right wing. Alamar, with his warri-
ours ranged themfelyes..on;the left. Within 
a few hours, the army was encamped. Frefh 
foldiersin fuifioient numbers occupied the 
advanced pofts ; and fix theufand lances be
fore the camp, exhibited the bloody heads 
which the fierce Africans had brought as 
trophies from the; battle. '. 

,Day Toon returned'to illumine this fcene, 
and to fhew the Caftiliahs.the full extent of 
their misfortunes.- Their tents were all con-
fumed: their military engines, and maga
zines fmoked under heaps of afhes. Thou
fands of carcafes floated in Streams of blood. 
Here were unfortunate wretches flill brea
thing under the ruins : there naked warri-
ours whom death had furprifed in the arms 
of fleep. Each foldier looked about for 
fame friend cr brother whom he had loft. 
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His pious grief was deceived among the 
headlefs trunks. At a difcance, upon a point 
of glittering Steel, he fpied the head of him 
whom he deplored. He Saw, and turned a-
way his eyes, Shuddering with horrour and 
difmay/: 

Ferdinand, Lara, and aH the chiefs look-
«d on each other,- but durft form no refolu-
lion. The auguft Ifabella became pale at 
the light. The intimidated Caftilians main
tained a gloomy filence ; diforder was fpread 
through their ranks: they trembled, and 
were ready to flee. But Isabella's fagacity 
provided againft their flight.- ISabella, who 
knew the manners and character of her Spa
niards, called in religion to Suftain and re
vive their fainting courage. Accompanied 
by two holy prieiis, and preceded by the 
great crofs, the Sacred Standard of the army, 
She went through the ranks : 

Friends, faid She, with an accent of fer
vour and of hope, let us adore the hand that 
ehaflens us ; that hand will raife us up again. 
The God of armies is on our Side. Can he 
leave the victory to enemies who infult him? 

He 
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He means to try his foldiers : it is his will that 
we fhould merit the recompence which he has 
deftined for us. Thofe whom you deplore are 
how in the enjoyment of that recompence. 
Yes, thofe whom the devouring fword has 
laft night cut down, now look upon us from 
the height of heaven, and hold out to you that 
immortal palm which angels have put into 
their hands—Ah! ceafe, ceafe, chriftians, to 
weep over their afhes ; they need not your 
tears, but we need their aid. Let us invoke 
them. Let us turn our eyes with refpecd and 
confidence upon thefe bloody fpoils which ye 
feem to view with-terrour. Thefe are the re
mains of martyrs: thefe are facred relics to 
which we fhall owe our future fuccefs. They 
give us the fure hope of the deftrucdion of 
thofe barbarian Modems. They draw down 
upon thofe impious wretches the wrath of 
the Molt High, who never leaves the injuries 
Suffered by his faints unrevenged. 

The religious Spaniards aniwered with 
their groans. They fwore to die for their 
God at the feet of their adored queen : they 
invoked the Almighty, bleffed the name of 

VOL. II. E e Ifabella, 
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Ifabella, and with renewed courage deter
mined to march againft the enemy. 

Ferdinand reflrained their ardour; yet he 
knew, how to avail himfeif of it. Half of 
the troops remained under arms, while the 
other half affifted the wounded, and buried 
the bodies of the flain. The queen paid e-
very funeral honour. Lara, in the mean 
time, marked out, beyond the camp which 
had been deftroyed, avail fpace which he 
intrenched with a deep ditch. In thefe 
mournful talks was the day fpent. The ar
my, although exhaufted by fatigue, laid 
down their arms, only to join in thofe mili
tary works. But, the invincible conftancy, 
the fubmiffion, and frugality of the Caftilians 
enabled them to bear all without murmur
ing. At night they retired within their in-
trenchments; and a feiect guard watch
ed at the entrance. The foldiers lay down 
in no regular order, reclining their heads 
upon their bucklers, and flept, without lay
ing afide their lances, that they might be 
ready -for the combat, upon the firfc fignall 
The chiefs refted near them. The king and 

queen 
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E N D OF V O L U M E S E C O N D . 

queen in a condition ftill more melancholy 
than that of their fubjecls, durfl not indulge 
in deep. 
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BOOK SIXTH. 

f lGHTY is thine empire, O religion! 
*• Thou implanteft every genuine vir

tue that blows in the human heart! Happy 
the mortal, who, imprefied with thy fub-
lime truths, finds in thy bofom a hire fane-
tuary again ft vice and misfortune! While 
fickle fortune fiddles on his innocent defires, 
and his days ihine unclouded, thou giveft 
new embelliihments to the gay and flatter
ing fcene ; thou rendered the joys of bene
ficence more exquifite; thou conferred: an 
additional charm on the delights of a good 
action. Thy feverity is even a benefit,. 
Thou takeft away from happinefs nothing but 
-what might Impair it. Thou forbkldeft us 
to cherifh nothing but what we muft blufii 
to love. Again, when fortune oppreffes a 
foul obedient to thy facred laws, then espe
cially, then deft thou afford its fureft fup-
.port. Without enjoing infer.fibility, which 

A 2 nature 
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nature, fortunately for us, has rendered Im-
poffible, thou teacheft us how to bear the ills 
which thou permitted: to afflict us ; thou de-
fcendeft into the burlting heart, to foothe 
its anguuh, and to prefent a laft, cheating 
hope: thou deftroyeft not that pure tenth 
ment which enables it to fuffer and live. 

The pious and noble-minded Ifabella deri
ved Strength from religion only, to bear her 
misfortunes. Diftrefied at once by the lofs 
of her fon-in-law, by the defpair of her 
daughter, and by the ruined ftate of her 
armies, the fought refuge from every ill in 
the bofom of her God. That God com
manded her to think of her people. The 
haplefs mother confided the care of the wi
dow of Alphonfo to Seraphina and Leoca-
dia, and bade them conduct her to Jaen. 
The body of the unfortunate prince was 
conveyed into Portugal by his attendants, 
who fet out immediately for Belem *. Ha
ving thus acquitted herfelf of thefe duties, 
Ifabella repixiung her tears, afiembled her 

hufband 
* Belem is a magnificent monaftery on the banks of the 

Tagus, where is the burying-place of the Portuguefe kings. 
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fiufband, and his principal officers, and thus 
addreffed them: 

Companions once of my glory, now of 
my misfortunes, you to whom I am indebt
ed for fo many triumphs, and whom fortune 
has never except once betrayed, you fee the 
fad confequences of this unforefeen attack 
of the infidels. Thoufands of Spaniards 
have fallen by their hands ; our magazines, 
our ftrong-pofts, and our military engines 
are deidroyed. The enemy, exulting in 
their fuccefs, are incamped in proud tents 
before their walls; while we, with our Swords 
in our hands, watch oyer the bloody afhes 
of a ruined camp. 

We muft chufe, brave Caftilians, between 
a difhonourable peace which wdll bring ig
nominy on the Chriftian name,—and heroic 
coriftancy which may render us worthy of im
mortal honour. Ah ! what a time, juft hea-. 
ven! is this for us to think of an ignomi
nious peace! When treafures long amafied, 
fpare me the pain of demanding fubfidies ; 
when my marriage with Ferdinand doubles 
my energy and the number of my foidjers. 

The 
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The Moors are verging to ruin; intefidne 
difcord melts away their ftrength. A cruel 
and pufillanimous king totters on the throne 
•which he has ufurped. The Abencerragoes 
have abandoned that fierce and perfidious 
tyrant: France is my ally: Portugal,—alas! 
had intruded her hope to us : Africa trem
bles at my name ; my fleets are fpread over 
its feas; and Gonfaivo will foon be here. 
What more favourable period can ever here
after arife to enable us to deliver Spain, and 
to avenge the contumelies of eight centuries. 
My friends, I value ftiil more than you, the 
bleffings of a happy peace.; I know, that na
tional tranquillity is the find of thefe bleffings, 
and is necefiary to crown the undertakings 
of a virtuous fovereign. This bleffing I wiffa. 
to fecure to my defcendants. I hope, that 
their talents will exceed mine; and that 
their virtues wall make their people fiouriih-
Ing and happy: but, fure I am, that they 
will not have, like me, the heroes who now 
hear me, and who know what it is tc conquer. 

I am not blind to the lofies we have fufFer-
rsd. I fee the fail extent of our misfortunes. 

But, 
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But, the Moflems were lately in a much 
worfe condition. Their defpair has hived 
them. The fight of their pavilions may have 
difcouraged our army. But, my friends,.-
let a greater enterprize difcourage them in 
their turn. They have formed only a flight 
camp ; I will build a city. I will raife new 
ramparts in opposition to thole of Grenada. 
A vaft city railed Suddenly before their eyes 
Shall Shew them, that this is henceforth our 
country*. .-...': /. 

She faid. The aftonifhed chiefs ftood Si
lent. Ferdinand himfelf was furprifed, and' 
ventured not to applaud this bold projects 
Ifabella, with the eloquence of reafon and of 
courage, explained and unfolded her great 
defigns. The inexhauftihle quarries, and 
immenfe forefts furrounding Grenada, the 
rivers winding through, the plain, would af
ford, in great abundance, the materials re-: 
quifite for building a city. An hundred 
thoufand labourers, guarded by twenty 
thoufand warriours would foon Surround 
with towers the whole extent of ground ne-

cefiary 
* See the Sketch, Fourth Period. 



S GONSALVQ OF CORDGVAi 

cefiary for the foundation of the city. Be
hind thefe frowning towers might the Spa
niards at their leifure finifh houfes for the 
citizens. Being matters of the roads through 
Andalufla, they might eafdy add Grenada 
to their conquefts; and the Moors, after 
their defeat, being near to a place inhabited 
by veteran foldiers, would lofe all hopes of 
ever fhaking off the yoke of the victors. 

Ferdinand, Lara, and all the captains a-
greed to a project recommended by fuch co
gent reafons. They all, in admiration of 
Ifabella, wifhed the new city to bear her 
name. ; This mark of refpect, anfwered the, 
I fhould gladly receive ; but it is more than 
I have merited; it is for the faith we fight j 
it is to extend its empire, we propofe to rear 
thefe walls; Let our town be called the city of 
the Holy Faith; and retain this name while 
its walls thai! remain. 

Next day, the accomplifhment of Ifabella's 
withes was begun. She herfelf chofe out 
the fituation ; and the line of the walls was-

marked out in her pretence. A number of 
couriers were difpatched into Caftile, Valen

cia-
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eia, and Andalufia, to bring provifions, 
workmen, and foldiers. The king of Arra* 
gon, having his camp intrenched all around, 
dreaded no new attack. The army prepa
red to engage in the works: and Lara Secret
ly rejoiced to fee that the enterprize was 
likely to be lengthened out, till Gonfalvo 
would have time to arrive. 

The hero n o w began to recover life and 
vigour. The graces of youth were renewed 
on his countenance : the palenefs of his com
plexion was an additional charm to her who 
well knew from what caufe it arofe. Zule-
ma, who was confiantly with him, ventu
red often to interrogate him concerning his 
birth, his country, and the exploits which 
fhe doubted not that he had performed. 
The hero ftill turned away his eyes, and-
made no reply. The prihcefs was afraid of 
infifting fo as to give him pain. But, his 
filence and the little information fhe could 
Obtain from Pedro, excited fome fears to al
lay her happinefs, 

Several days had paffed. Every morning, 
the amiable Zulema conducted Gonfalvo to 

VOL. ILL B the 
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the Shelter of a fhade of intermingled orange-
trees and myrtles. She lent her arm to Support 
Ms tottering fteps : the perfuaded him to fit 
down on the brink of a limpid rlU which 
ran through the foreft: fhe feated: herfelf• 
beflde him. There, they both, inchanted 
with the felicity of being near each other,. 
lengthened out thofe. pleating interviews, 
dear and precious to lovers, In which nothing 
faid by either was loft; in which even the 
paufes" in' the converfation were affecting; 
in which while they ftill Strove to talk of in
different objects, the only objecb that-could, 
be inter efting to them, ftill engaged all their 
thoughts. The beauties of the fituation, 
the calrnnefs of the air, the perfume of the 
flowers which hung in feftoons over their' 
heads, the murmuring of the water which-
flowed • rapidly at their feet,, over golden 
fands, the humming of bees that fluttered 
among the flowers on the banks of the rivu
let, all together added new delights to the 
foft and charming languor that ravifhed 
their Spirits. Often would their converfa
tion die away infeniibly into Silence. Often 

would. 
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would their downcafb eyes meet, as they 
raifed them, and them Suddenly turn away. 
Sometimes a tear, or a Sigh would efcape 
from Ziilema, and fuggeft a queftion to 
-GonSalvo to which he obtained mo reply: 
and Gonfalvo durft complain only by ano
ther Sigh. Zulema Still carried her theorbo 
with her ; and when afraid of hearing too 
much of what She well knew, propofed to 
the hero, to Sing the following old tale of 
romance,: . 

THE R O C K OF -THE TWO L O V E R S . 

B Y battle's fate betray'd, young Fernand, 
In MooriSh bands a captive lay, 

A MooriSh princefs, fair Elzira, 
Soon Stole the youth's fond heart away. 

-Elzira, mov'd with mutual patEon, 
In fecret for young Fernand figh'd ; 

For love obeys nor wealth, nor Station, 
Nor courtly pomp, nor princely pride. 

Though long they lov'd in baShful Silence, 
Their confcious eyes befpoke their love. 

B 2 Young: 
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Young Eernand's glow'd with, conftant ar» 

Elzira's bade him conftant prove, [dour; 

One fatal day, thefe faithful lovers 
Roam'd near a mountain's rocky brow 5 

Adown whofe fteep, a thund'ring torrent 
'. Pour'd, to' ah awful depth below. 

In that lone fcene, to love delightful, 
They, eager, pledg'd their mutual faith. 

To love with fix'd, unchanging fondnefs. 
Till either heart lay cold in death. 

But, woe to. love! the Moorifh monarch, 
Elzira's fire, their fteps purfu'd. 

In anger fierce ; his brutal foldiers 
Soon round the lovers, threat'jiing ftood. 

The haplefs pair, love's deftin'd victims, 
Swiftfoughtthemountain'svergeextremei 

Elzira, fearlefs, trode the border; . 
Whereheadlongpour'dthefoamingftrearo. 

And flay,' the cried, thou cruel father, 
My arms embrace my heart's lov'd lord; 

Or 
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Or flay, or here we plunge together, 

And 'fcape thy rage and pow'r abhorr'd. 

The king was mov'd; he urged not farther j 
But, while in wild fufpence he hung, 

A foldier furious, haften'd forward 
To where: the maid to Fernand clung. 

They faw, they fprang, adown the cliff, 
They plung'd, embracing and embrac'd. 

The pool receiv'd them, haplefs lovers! \ 
They rofe, then fank to endlefs reft %.. 

Gonfalvo wept to hear this mournful and 
affecting ftory. The reflexions which it fug-
gefted, oppreffed his tender heart. Diffe
rence of religion which occafioned the mis
fortunes of Fernand teemed an infurmoun-
tabie obftacle to the love and the purpofes 
of the hero of Cordova. Buried in a revery, 
and having his eyes fixed on the princefs, he 
gazed on her, but fpoke not; but his tears, 
and his looks futliciently declared what he 

felt. 
* This is a true ftory; and the place has been named 

from the event. 
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felt. Zulema, penfive like him, Softly turn
ed away her eye, but foon fettled it again 
upon him. She had ceafed to fmg, but the 
hero ftill listened. Embarraffed, and at the 

' fame time fenfible of the emotion fhe had 
produced in his breaft, fhe hid her bluShing 
countenance with one of her hands ; the o-
ther ftill touched the -theorbo, and Struck" 
fome cafual notes. . Thefe plaintive notes 
ferved to increafe the tender melancholy, the 
foft transport which bewildered their fenfes. 
Nought could equal the charms, the delights 
of this mutual Silence, this recollection of 
foul, the calm-nefs of -which enabled both to 
difcover and enjoy each other's Sentiments, 
to communicatee.them without the aid of 
fpeech, to concentrate, and to diftufe them. 

Thus pafTed the days of Gonfalvo and Zu
lema in a Series -of foft pleafures, and pure 
delights. Yet, they reproached each other 
for the concealment of their Secrets. Gon
falvo had not told Zulema that he wras Gon
falvo ; and file had concealed from him a Se
cret of no leSs importance. Fear left the 
difcovery fhould render each an object oS 

horrour 
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fiorrour to the other had hitherto held them 
filent. But this fear was a punifliment: on 
this fame day, they feparately refolved to 
reveal all. 

Princefs, faid the hero, when he was next 
alone with her ; I nruft now, I fear, lofe that 
dear, delightful friendfhip with which your 
heart has deigned to blefs me. It is how
ever, more terrible to me to deceive, than 
to difpleafe you; know that I have, a thou-* 
fand times been on the point of making my 
difcovery. But, my courage ftill failed; it 
is even now about to fail me, when I think 
that in an inftant you will perhaps hate me, 
and will banifh from your pretence him who 
eannot live without you, and who from the 
days when his eyes firft beheld you, has felt 
kindling In his foul-

My lord, interrupted Zulema, who fear
ed the avowal of a paffion which fhe was, 
pleafed to difcern although not to hear it re
vealed, to you I owe my life and honour :. 
I am pleafed to • think that Grenada may 
foon owe its falvation to the fame arm. So 
many obligations conferred may affure you 

of 
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of that lively gratitude which virtue pre
scribes, and which is infeparable from vir
tue. My father will Shortly arrive. 

My father lhall know that his daughter 
has been Saved by your valour. His friend-
Ship and the friendfhip of Almanzor will re
ward your generous kindnefs to me. Ah I 
would to heaven, that you might all three 
be permanently united by indiffoluble ties 
This is the fondeft wiSh of my heart; this 
is the only wiSh it can avow. 

But, it is time to acquaint you with a fe-
cret which I have hitherto concealed from 
my father ; and which is unknown even to' 
Almanzor himfelf. To you alone will I 
confide it. After hearing it, you will per
haps have nothing to impart to me. 

At thefe words, Gonfalvo was ftruck with' 
confufion ; a Sudden palenefs overfpread his 
countenance; and he no longer doubted 
that the' fair Moor had already bellowed her 
heart on Some rival lover. He trembled, 
and in Silent anxiety liftened to hear her 
pronounce his doom. The princefs was pro--' 
ceeding, when a Have haftily came in to in

form 
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form her that her father Mnley-Haffern was 
arrived, with two Mdorifh warrioUfs. 

Zulema left GonfalvO, and ran to meet 
her father. The old man fhed tears, as he 
embraced her. At laft, cried he, thou art 
reflored to me ! At laft, I prefs in thefe arms 
her whom I have long bitterly deploredi 
Had thine abfence been prolonged, I Should 
have died, my Zulema. Thy Have Sound 
me at Carthama. When inSof med that the 
impious Alamar had Sent his Soldiers in pur-
Suit of thee, I went out in queft of my child^ 
accompanied by the brave Zeir, chief of the 
Abencerragoes, the valiant Omar whom 
thou feeft, and the generous Velid, who 
will Soon be here. Thofe worthy friends 
who are all that now remain to us, have 
tfaverfed our mountains and our fea-coafts, 
to accomplish thy deliverance. They have 
followed me hither, where I again fee my 
dear daughter, and find an affectionate child 
to confole me amid all my misfortunes. 

Zulema again embraced him, Saluted the 
two Abencerragoes, and excufing to the 
Old man her Sudden flight, related how 

Vox. III. C that 
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èhat-Alamar's guards having hurried her by-
force into their fhip, an African prince, fent-
by heaven, in the middle of a flcrm, had 
flood alone againft all thofe enemies, and 
had refcued her-from their fury. 

Where is he •?- cried Muley ; where is he 
who faved my daughter, he by whom I yet 
live ? Conduct me, conduct me quickly to 
him. Let me fee him, and once more prefs 
him to my breaft. 

So faying, the old man left her, and went 
forward without knowing whither ; fo great 
was his emotion ! The princefs faw with joy, 
the earnett and tender concern he took. 
She hatted to call Gonfalvo. As foon as hs 
appeared, the good Muley threw himfelf in
to his arms. O my young .benefactor̂  Laid 
he, weeping.over-him, you have reltored my 
Zulema. Ah-! what can I do for you? A* 
las! I was once a king; and poffefled â crown, 
by which I might perhaps-have acquitted 
myfeif of the debt I owe you. It is mine, 
so longer ; I have nought remaining, but a 
feeling, grateful heart. -:. ; • 

The-
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The hero received his eareffes with mo-' 
•deft gentlenefs. He blufhed at the praifes 
which he had merited,paid profound refpecfc 
to the father I of her whom he loved; and 
looking with anxious eyes on the young A-
bencerragoesj-felt a prefentiment, that thefe 
were his rivals^ :Omar and- Zeir -viewed 
him. The ftory of what he had done for 
Zulema filled their hearts with fecret envy. 
His ftay with the princefs made them pen-
five: but their generofity neverthelefs be-; 
ftowed on the valiant ftranger, the juft prai
fes due to him. The hero heard thofe prai
fes fiorn them with impatience. Zulema 
liftened with downcaft eyes ; and her blufh-
es and confufion convinced the Abencerra-
goes, as well as the jealous Gonfalvo, of 
what their fufpicious hearts had already 
tauffhf them to fear. 

While in anxious inquietude, they all in
dulged thefe painfnl thoughts, the princefs 
who, with a glance of her eye, had read what 
was pairing in the hero's foul, made hafte 
to conduct Muley and the Abencerragoes to 
the palace. She hoped to find an opporfen-

C 2 nity 
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nity of fpeaking to GGnfalvo, and of ending 
by a word the pain {he faw him fuffer. 
But, old Muiey never left him, confiantly 
held his hand, and preffed it to his breaft. 
He knew not yet the late exploits of Alman-
zor. He fpoke to the ftranger of the dan-
gerous condition of Grenada, and of the 
hopes he had already conceived from his va
lour, L Gonfalvo, fixing his eyes on Zulema, 
and on the Abencerragoes, could hardly re
ply to the emotions and earneft folicitationg 
of the old man. The two lovers filently 
looked on each other, and fighed. 

Night had now fpread her veil over the 
earth. Zulema, her father, and their guefts 
feated on Perfian carpets, around a font of 
pure water, which fpread a pleafing coolnefs 
through a marble hall, were ferved with 
fruits for the laft repaft of the day. Sud
denly Velid, the third brother of Zeir, and 
of the brave Omar, arrived from Malaga, 
and appearing in the midft of them : 

King of Grenada, faid he, terrible are the. 
news I bring. An enemy more formidable 
than Alamar comes aoramft vou. Your 

daughter. 
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daughter is Saved, Muley; but your coun
try is undone. Gonfalvo has returned from 
Fez, and wanders on thefe Shores. 

At the name of Gonfalvo, Muley's face 
became pale with terrour ; Omar arid Zeir 
arofe : the Princefs by an involuntary move-
ment drew nearer to her deliverer. -
- i Hear me, continued Vclid. An African 
vefiel has entered the harbour. It comes in 
purfuit of Gonfalvo who had efcaped-by 
night from a fnare which Seid had laid for 
him. The captain of the veffel tells us that 
the Gender bark in which the Spanifh war-
riour failed, has Undoubtedly reached thefe 
mores; for his train being permitted to 
leave Fez, had for feveral days awaited him 
with fruitlefs expectation on the Shore of Al-
gezira. Now, brothers, is fhe moment to' 
avenge and Save our country. • Let us Seek 
the doughty Spaniard ; and let us one after 
another provoke him to the combat; So 
Shall the lance of an Ahencerrago deliver 
Grenada. 

He faid. Omar and and Zeir aSTented with 
applaufe; Zulema trembled: Gonfalvo Smiled, 

Friends, 
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-Friends, interrupted Muley, let this im

portant oceafion end your diifenfions. You 
have all three long loved my dear Zulema. 
You all are worthy of her but her heart 
has not yet, that I know, made a choice. 
Let glory determine what'has not been de
termined by love. Go, purfue Gonfalvo ̂  
attack him feparately, as becomes Abencer-
ragoes; and he whom you acknowledge the 
conqueror, fhall be blefied with the handrjf 
Zulema. .'•/:•'•../• 

At thefe words, the three warriours fell 
at -Muley's feet.; while he, turning to his 
daughter, a&ed her Content. Zulema re
mained flient, hut darted a rapid glance OH 
Gonfalvo whole eyes were fixed on the 
ground. She confidered, and hefitated; at 
laft in an altered voice, and .with a bluihing 
countenance, the thus fpoke^ 

My father, I am dependent upon you. 
My fubmiffion to your pleafure fhall .always 
equal my tender regard for you. I efteem 
the Abencerragoes ; their fidelity to my fa
ther gives them a ftrong hold upon my 
heart. But, while I remember what you 

owe 
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owe to them, can I forget what I myfelf owe-
to this generous firanger ? He loves me -r 

this I am not afraid to fay; his virtues: and 
his valour render him worthy of being the 
rival of the generous Abencerragoes. He, as-
well as they, makes pretentions to my hand; he 
as well as they, may triumph over Gonfal-
vo : and I content to become the prize of 
this hardy enterprize, on condition that my 
father, and you warriours permit him to 
join in the conteft, 

Thus Zulema fpoke, and feared-, that the 
had faid too much. The old man approved 
what his daughter had faid. Gonialvo wait-
ted, in motionlefs thence, till Zeir fhould 
fpeak. 

Your gratitude, replied the chief of the 
Abencerragoes, and the love of this ftran
ger can neither furprife nor offend us. We ac- • 
cept him for the comrade of our expedition^ 
We fhall even fee him return victorious, if 
fortune fo order it, with pain indeed, but with
out jealoufy. So mean a fentiment finds na 
place in the hearts of your devoted fubjectsj, 
But Gonfalvo has been long our mortal ene

my. 
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my. To this warriour he never gave of
fence. The combat with the Spaniard mull 
firft be our's ; and I, as chief of my tribe, 
infift upon being the firft that fhall try his 
prowefs againft the Chriftian. 

Zeir, then faid Gonfalvo pafiionately, 
be calm; I promife, that thou fhalt firft 
combat him. To-morrow, with the return 
of morn, we will fet out. I fwear to con-
duel you to Gonfalvo 5 and far from con
tending with you as to the order in which 
we fhall fight him, I promife, that you will 
find him an over-match for you all three. 

At thefe words, which were accompanied 
with looks of ardent animation, the proud 
Abencerragoes exprefied high furprife. • But 
Muley prudently interrupted their cenverfa-
tion. He confirmed his promife. The four 
warriours fv/ore to hold themfelves in readi-
nefs by the dawn of day. They immediate
ly parted, took leave of the princefs, and 
were conducted by Muley-Haffem to the a-
partments where they were to reft. 

The jealous Gonfalvo was not in a ftate 
of mind to tafte the fweets of repofe. The 

love 
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love of the three Abenccrragoes, the fear 
that fome one might be beloved, the fecret, 
the fatal fecret which the princefs was about 
to reveal when Muley's approach interrupted 
her, ail the terrours that Jove can invent, 
agitated the foul of the hero. He was. an-
xious and impatient. He longed to fee and 
converte with Zukma,,but for one moment, 
to bid her a lift adieu, and with her again to. 
find or to lofe aft his hopes. Under the in
fluence of thefe painful fentiments, he arofe, 
left the palace, and proceeded by the light 
bf the moon, to a thick grove of myrtles. 

Zulema, in equal perturbation, trembling 
for the danger to which the had expofed her 
deliverer, dreading the prowefs of Gonial-
vo's arm, whom the regarded as invincible, 
Zulema with ed that impenetrable armour 
might at leali fecond the valour of him whom 
the fent out to the battle. She ran to afk 
her father for thole old and magnificent arms 
which Muley had taken from the valiant 
count of Simancas, and which he had hung 
up in the mofque of Malaga, as a trophy 
of his glory. Ine princefs eafily obtained 

VOL. III. D what 
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what fhe required. Four Haves were direct
ed to take at the fame time for the ufe of 
the ftranger hero, the beft of Muley's Afri
can courfers, which in the fbft feafon of 
fpring ranged at liberty on the delicious 
Shore's of the fea. All was to be ready by 
morn. But, Zulema ftill anxious, after 
all thefe fond cares, now retired to mufe in 
Solitude : and chance, or rather love guided 
her to the Same bower to which the hero 
had directed his Steps. 

At the turning of a dark alley, they met 
and uttered a cry of furpriSe. What! is it 
you, Said the fond Gonfalvo, in confuted 
accents of joy? I am then permitted to fee 
you, once more, to bid you, alas ! an eter
nal adieu, to fwear Sor the latt time, that 
your â dored image Shall never be effaced 
from my breafl j . and that, till death, I fhall 
ever cherifh thefond, the Sweet remembrance 
of the moments which I have paffed with 
Zulema . v 

What do I hear ?. Interrupted the princefs y 
you talk of lafting adieus! Do you fuppofe 
that, in going againft Gonfalvo,. you march 

..'.si , . to 
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to certain death ? What! the hero who alone 
amid fo many, enemies, made that dreadful 
carnage which I witnelfed, whom I faw 
triumph over a multitude of barbarians, 
does he fuppofe himfelf already vanquiflied 
by that Spaniard ? Ah! my lord, I blame 
myfelf for having given you an exaggerated 
reprefentation of his glory.- What mould I 
have Said, had I been to defcribe you in that 
velfel toned before the winds, with thunder 
and lightening around, and hewing down 
thofe fierce and hardy Africans with your 
fcymetar? So great an exploit never diftdn-
guifhed the great Gonfalvo. Had he wit-
nefied your prowefs, he would have turued 
pale before you. Prince, you are now to 
contend in the fame cauie,. and for a more 
pleafing recompence; think that my hand 
awaits you; think that the tender ties of 
marriage are henceforth to make our defti-
nies one. I cannot now hide from you, that 
all my wifhes are for your fuccefs. You 
carry with you my heart, my hope, and my 
happinefs. If victory declare againft you, 
Zulema will not furvive your fall: it is in 

D 2 • defence 
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defence of m y "life you are about to fight. 
Perhaps rigid honour might rather bid me 
delay this confefiion. But, the .object in 
view is, to vanquifh Gonfalvo : and my ha
tred o f that Caftdian, and gratitude to you, 
permit me not to difgurfe my fentiments. 
Go, attack this warriour, whom cowardly 
Opinion alone renders invincible; go, deli
ver my country from its cruelieft enemy j 
and think that triumph is the meed o f fa

vour,—yours only: mult .'be the victory. 
She was here filent, and was furprifed 

that the hero could Jiften without tranfport 
to her words. They both flood in filent 

confufion. Gonfalvo, drooping his head, 
while fear and joy at once agitated his heart, 
durit not rilk a word which might put an. 
end to all his happmefs. But, to deceive 
her whom he adored, but iong-er to a-
bufe her who reigned over his foul, was a 
thought that diftrefTed him more than his 
fear. He dropped Suddenly at Zulema's feet, 
drew his fword, and prefented it to her. 

You hate Gonfalvo ; you defire his death; 
ah! hear me, and truft not to other hands 

what 
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what yournwn may -perpetrate. Pierce the 
heart of that detefted enemy : the unfortu
nate .Gonfalvo Is at your feet. . It was he 
who.faved your life. It is he who has,ar
dently loved you ever Since, upon.purfuing 
his career-of .yielory into Grenada, he Saw 
you; near the Alhambra. It was he who, 
hitherto proud of a name -which, vicdory has 
perhaps made uiuftrlous; trembled, however 
to pronounce it in your, prefence, and- has 
a.thoufand times cefired to be the mean eft 
of mortals, rather than the object of your 
hatred. 

..The princefs hearing thefe-words, could 
hardly think, at find, that the was not de
luded by a dream. . Gonfalvo had ended 
Speaking, yet could not She reply. She ga
zed, and by the light of the moon contem
plated that great and famous warriour whom 
She could fcarce help fancying, that. She faw 
now for the Sudd time. She fixed her eyes 
upon the Sword which he prefented with a 
fubmiffive hand, and was furpriied, that She 
could hear the name of Gonfalvo, without 
emotions of terrour. At laft, ftjll doubting 
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if it were he who fpoke fo'foft a language, 
-Hie queftioned the hero ; who informed her, 
how he had efcaped out of Africa, and how 
the faithful Pedro had thought it necefiary 
to conceal his name. This important fecret, 
laid he, in a tremulous voice, i was about 
-to communicate to you, to-day, when your 
father came to fet a price on my guilty head,. 
Spare his three warriours a talk which how= 
•ever difficult to them, will to you be eafy, 
and punrfh an unhappy man who has: the 
prefumption to adore you. 

Gonfalvo, replied the princefs, after a 
long and motionlefs filence, my heart al
ways directs me in the performance of my 
duties j it has never yet led me affray; it 
-Shall be my fole guide amid the danger to 
which my virtue is now expofed. Firft let 
me merit your generous confidence; and, 
in my turn acquaint you with what I was 
going to communicate, -when my father ar
rived. Know then, faid Zulema, I am a 
Christian, Gonfalvo, and the fecret is known 
to none but you. Educated by my refpec-
table mother, my heart and understanding 

adopted 
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adopted her faith. I promifed to her, ia 
her laft moments, that I would till death 
remain faithful to the religion in which fhe-
had inftrucled me. Nothing can make me 
violate fo folemn an engagement. You ren
der It frill more dear to me ; you make me 
feel, for the fecond time, in my life, how 
fweet It is to adore the fame God that is ado
red by the object- whom one loves. Think 
not however, that my religion or my love 
can tempt me to forget for a moment what 
1 owe to my country and my father. No, 
Gonfalvo, judge more candidly of me: I 
owe you all, and I love you with a paffion 
which I can never ceafe to feel. None but 
you fhall ever be the hufband of Zulema: 
this I fwear by the God of heaven. But £ 
Vow at the fame time, that my hand fhall 
never be bellowed on the enemy of Grenada. 
I fhall ever think of you, and ever regret 
you. I will brave and fuffer every things 
rather than violate my faith to you. But, 
while this unhappy war continues, hope not 
to obtain from me.the flightefl mark of 
kindnefs. Go,. Gonfalvo, go, difcharge all 

your 
4 



3 2 GONSALVO OF CORDOVA. 

your duties, as I mall discharge mine: go,' 
aid your brethren ; never mall Zulema aik 
you to hefitate between honour and her. 
Only one favour do I ark, nay demand from 
your love: and this you cannot, without 
criminality, refufe me. You know how 
highly I refpect, how dearly I love my bro
ther Almanzor; my brother is now your's j 
avoid him, therefore in the field ; avoid an 
impious combat which would make me die 
of horrour, and which' muff render you and 
me implacable enemies—Ids enemies !—— 
Ah! Gonfalvo, I Shudder at the words. A-
dieu, adieu, my deliverer, my hufband, my 
only friend. • Employ with your Sovereigns the 
credit which you have acquired by your vir
tues and Services, to reftore a peace of which 
I fhall be to you the reward. Till that wish
ed moment fhall arrive, truft m v truth, be 
faithful, Sometimes remember Zulema,.—-She 
will often weep, while you are far from her. 

Having thus Said. She was retiring in ftafte. 
The hero, kneeling. Stopped her, Swearing 
a thoufand times to live and die for her, to 
regard Almanzor as the deareft of brothers. 

Zulema 
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Zulema received his vows, bade him adieu 
in a voice almoft inarticulate, threw upon 
him the purple veil which bound her long 
hair, and with a forrowing heart and weep
ing eyes, drove however to hide her tears 
and deep diftrefs. 

Gonfalvo whofe foul was divided between 
pain at leaving the object of his love, and 
joy at finding that he was beloved,—Gon
falvo preffed to his bofom, the veil given 
him by his miftrefs. This veil he was 
henceforth to wear, as a fcarf, and to cover 
it with a thoufand kifles. Indulging now 
the pieaiing hope that peace might be re-ef-
tablifhed between the rival nations ; he was 
impatient to reach the camp, that he might 
labour for this happy purpofe, that he might 
conciliate to it the mipd of Ifabella, and 
might protect the Moorifh prifoners, and 
fend them back to Zulema. 

While he was revolving thefe things in 
his mind, the return of light began to irra
diate the Eaft, and he thought of the Aben-
cerragoes. He ran to awake the faithful 

VOL. III. E Pedro, 
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Eedro, bade him prepare for his departure, 
but concealed from the good old fervant, 
that they were enemies with whom he was 
aroint to travels 

Two Hayes foon came, and laid at his feet; 
the fuperb prefent of the princefs. The ar
mour of guttering iteei, impenetrable and 
flexible, defended his whole body. The 
caique, on which nodded a-bunch of fearlet 
feathers, covered his charming head, but 
without rendering his afpect lefs graceful. 
The round light buckler, armed with a fliarp. 
point, bore the emblem of a phcenix, with-
the word. UNEQUALLED. Gonfalvo fuf-
pended the glittering fword by Zuiema's 
veil, which, being fixed on his fhoulder by. 
a golden buckle, thus palled over his hearti, 
'He-Seized-the ponderous lance, and flew af* 
ter the good old man, to-the fteed which 
flood ready for him. At fight of .him, the 
animal raifed his head and neighed ; his Wa
ving mane hung, down to his knees; his? 
fparkling eyes feemed to examine, his maf-
iter; his noftrils emitting, a thick fmokey 

were, ever opening and fhutting. 
Gonfalvo-
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Gonfalvo leaped upon his back, and the 
animal though yet untamed, feared to pranee 
under him. -He felt all the hero's weight, 
reprefled the ardour by which he was tran
sported, and gnawed the bits of his bridle 
which were whitened with-the foam-of his 
mouth. -

•:Zeir, Omar, and Velia immediately -ap
peared, upon Andalufian couriers, whofe 
long hom-fings trailed on the ground, and 
were covered with jewels. The device-of the 
AbencerragoeS'was upon their bucklers.' By 
the girdle hung a Sharp Scymetar from -a 
chain of gold, and fell upon the folds of the 
rich Stuff which was confined within their 
boots. Large turbans covered their heads ; 
and in their right hands were lances which 
had been, often Stained with Christian-blood. 
They advanced all -three up to Gonfalvo, 
and appeared SurpriSed to See him in Chris
tian armour, but, without enquiring the 
cauSe, Set outdnftantly on their expedition. 

As they went on their wray, the four war-
riours were long filent. The Abencerragoes 
restrained by the pretence of the ltr anger 

E 2 whom 
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whom they believed to be preferred by Zu
lema, durft not talk of the Sentiment which 
inflamed their hearts: Gonfalvo thought
ful only of her whom he loved, forgot his 
companions. But after proceeding together 
for the fpace of. two hours, they entered an 
extenfive wood where the road divided into, 
feveral different branches. There they halt
ed, and Zeir Spoke thus : 

Stranger, thou haft promiSedto lead us 
to Gonfalvo, and to give us an opportunity 
of combatting him: V7ilt thou fulfil thy 
promife ? Knoweft thou the road which the. 
Caftilian has taken ? .Muft we proceed toge
ther ? Or do we part here.-? 

You mud prep-are for the combat, anfwer-
ed the Spaniard, in a frightful voice. I pro
mised to deliver Gonfalvo into your hands. 
My promife is fulfilled. \ Gonfalvo ftands 
before you. 
• At there words, the Abencerragoes utter

ed a cry of furprife. Yes, it is I, continued 
the hero, I, your enemy and rival. I burn 
for Zulema; none of you, none in the 
world may hope to obtain her hand without 

SirSt 
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firft taking away mydife. You yourfelves 
have Set it at this price. Come, then, and 
deferve her. Come, together, or Separately, 
and try your prowefs agamfi that Gonfalvo 
whom you have'So impatiendy fought-and 
whom you have found to your misfortune. 
3 / ! Christian, repheddZe'ir,. by thy ;proud 
words I know; the haughty Gonfalvo and 
Ms. arrogant nation jg but thou knoweStlittle 
of "our's, if: thou canft fuppofe,". that'three 
Abencerragoes will join againft one Caftilian. 
My arm may* perhaps Save Zulerna from' an 
infidel who is the Scourge of her father-and 
pf her country.; ,; ; • so 0 ; -'-fit 

Immediately the two'warrriours lowered 
-their lances and ruined upon each other. 
The hero Staggered under, the potent blow of 
the valiant Zeir^ that of Gonfalvo wounded 
the Moor, and overthrew him on the.earth. 
Gonfalvo Stayed his hand,'and in a calm 
voice, Said; Brave Omar, I await you. 

Omar furdoufly threw away 'his. lance, 
drew his broad -fcyihetar,-, and .managing 
with dexterity his fleet Steed, urged forward, 
attacked the Spaniard, wheeled round with 

rapidity, 
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rapidity, and fhowered his blows upon Ms 
armour. Gonfalvo, .thus taken by furprife, 
could, only .parry his fbrokes. His long lance 
was ufelefs in this clofe. combat. He made 
fome.vain attempts upon Omar.: Omar ftill 
itruck birn, but avoided Ms .attack. Enra
ged at the tedioufhefs of the conteft, the 
hero threw away his lance, ran upon the 
Moor with open arms, feized him, lifted 
him from his faddle, threwhim under him-
felf to the ground, and drawing .his: fword.; 
thy life, faid he, is dn my hands ; but vie. 
iory :ordy do I defire. I do not .even.afk 
thee to ceafe to love Zulema. Go, d know 
too well, that fuch.a prohibition were worfe 
than death. 
. As he fpoke, young Velid came up on foot 
Egainft Gonfalvo, having his fcymetar in 
his hand. . Gonfalvo drew his fword. They 
were both covered .with .their bucklers, and 
they attacked each other, ftruck, parried, 
and redoubled their blows. Addrefs guided 
force, and dexterity deceived valour. The 
fharp blade of Velid ftill threatened the head 
of Gonfalvo. The point of the Caftilian 

was 
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END- QF BOOK SIXTH. 

was turned upon the bofom of Velid. At 
lad, the hero, with the thickeft part of his 
fword, ftruck with violence upon his ene
my's Xword, made it fly out of his hand, 
fprung forward, feized it, and prefenting it 
to Velid; Be perfuaded, faid he, and force 
me not to fhed the blood of an Abencerra-
go ; you muft know, that this blood has e-
ver been dear to me. Go, amiable and va
liant brothersreturn to Muley-Haflem. 
Tell him that I blame myfelf for the errour 
in which I left him, that my intentions were 
pure, and that I go to my fovereigns to fo-
licit an happy peace. Be allured, that in 
Gonfalvo-whom he regards as an enemy, 
Muley fhall always find the refpect, and 
warm affection due to his virtues. 

Having thus faid, the hero again mount
ed his fteed, fainted the Abencerragoes, and 
took the road to the Spanifh camp. 
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SENTIMENTS of Gonfalvo. He continues' his-
journey through bye-roads. The rifing pro-
g'refs'of'the Ww'city. Almanzor, thwffe-

' quence. of .his wounds, is-jmable to di/i-urb the 
"Spaniard's in their works. Ldfawdtches by 
night, over the fafety-ofthe army. Rencoun
ter with Ifmael. Tar a takes him prifoner. 
His humanity to his. captive. _ The Numidian 

. f'dates- his- hiflory',. dtfcribes the 'manners of 
the pafl'oral'Arabs, his-loves,and marriage 
with- Zara, their arrival at Grenada, their 

~j&r4ing^ihe. jmleufy with", which he-is. tor
mented. Lara conducls him to the camp.. 
He goes to demand his liberty. Zora defies 
Lara. Combat, and death of the hufband--
and the wife, 
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BOOK SEVENTH, srfV 

ÏS tbere' any -ameng -щщ who has not felt 
- how highly love, arden| love tends to 

•route and animate virtue in generous breafts 
Who. has not felt 'his Sentiments exalted, the 
flrfi inftant he began to love? The man of in-
fenfibility,in the gloomy tranquillity of per
petual indifference, may fpend his days with
out reproach, fecure from vice, and in feclu-? 
nop frpna the- vicious : but if he meet with 
the inchanting object that is to difpofe of his 
life, if he come to know that pure-flame 
which at once confumes and Supports exif-
tence ; he is thenceforth, no longer the fame^ 
his duties are enlarged j hisbeing is -exalted j 
he aims at new and higher perfection. He 
was before content to imitate, and he now 
Strives to furpafs whatever he before admired? 
His efforts are fo many pleafures ; the pain 
rthey may give him furnifhes new ground for 

F 2 hope. 
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hope. The facred laws of nature, "the facred 
love of our country, the affecting cares of 
humanity Soon come to occupy his whole 
foul: the more faithful he is to them, fo 
much the more will he flatter himfelf with 
the hope of pleating her whom he adores. 
If his tender and fubmiffive piety makes any 
Sacrifices to the authors of his life, if his cou
rage faces death, to fave his brethren, if the 
cry of the unfortunate urges him to open his 
liberal'hand,—his miftrefs muft know all; 
the idea, that the will, renders all eafy to 
him. A Secret voice ftill fays to him, the fees, 
She-hears you; the witneffes dnvifibly your 
actions and- your thoughts. • Thus; -is every 
iehtimentexpelled from his heart, that might 
corrupt it; thus altthe virtues afiemble round 
the image which fills and purifies uv ----

: Gonfalvo, when he left the princefŝ  felt 
his ardour Tor glory redoubled: but it was 
not the mere ardour for battle. Since he 
had been affured that he was beloved, his 
heart had been the more inflamed, and he 
felt ftill more-ftrongly his need for that foft, 
peaceful glory, which may be enjoyed with

out 
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out renown, which great exploits do not al
ways confer, -but which ever [refults from 
good actions. Forced to live far from Zule-
ma, he had no means to deceive the tedium of 
abfencê  but by employing the weary interval 
in rendering himfeif the moil generous and 
great-eft of men. Since he had vowed to de
vote his arm, his life, his valour, his whole 
-exiftence to the moft virtuous object that a-
dofned the world ; it was only by virtuous 
actions that he was henceforth to count the 
progrefs of his days. The favoured lover 
of Zulema ought to be Superior̂  to all o* 
ther. mortals. He muft become more than 
a hero, that he might not be inferior to his 
fortune. ' ni 

Occupied with thefe high ideas, Gonfalvo, 
with the good Pedro accompanying him, 
took the road to Grenada, over the Alpux-
ara mountains. The road was long and dif
ficult. He was to pafs through the midft of 
enemies. Pedro prudently obliged him of
ten to chufe folitary and unfrequented paths: 
oftener did the impetuous Gonfalvo meet 
and brave danger. In thofe wdld regions, 

the 
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the appearance of a folitary old man, of 3® 
unfortunate perfon whom he defired to fuc-
eour, of an opprefied perfon whom he was 
able to:defend, detained the progrefs of the 
hero. To the indigent he lavifhly diftrihii-
ted the gold which the princefs had bellow
ed upon the old captive. He fought and 
triumphed, to avenge the weak, fufpended 
his journey from time to time by the per? 
formance of favours, and ftill excufed him-
felf to his old follower, who while he ten
derly reproached him, wept at the fame time 
in admiration of his conduct. 

While they proceeded together over the 
mountains of Alhama, the hufband of Ifa-
bella had prepared all things to accomphlh 
the queen's defigns. Pines, tufted alhes, the 
ancient maple, and the magnificent oak had 
already fallen in the forefts, by the axes of 
the Caftilians. Bulls, fubjected to the yoke, 
conveyed this timber to the midft of the 
fpace marked out for the city ; others drew 
together a provifion of ftones.. The lime 
bubbled in lakes covered with a thick fmoke; 
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and a thoufand hands joined to gather the 
golden dands of the Dàrro. 

. & sthe mean -time,- victuals, arms - and 
troops eamedn'frorn Valencia and" Andalusia. 
Plenty reigned again among the fóldiers i 
and ifabella's treafores;wère liberally opened 
to therri. Half' the' army remaining con
stantly in bàttlè-àrray, -protected the works 
b£ the other half. The queen herlelf pre-
iideddover the works-, prompted, and-ani
mated her'warrdours, promifed themcertam 
victory, and p f̂ifóàe#-éven;-ffié-fe€à:né3:- a-
moftg'them, that from Ms valour'(he expect 
tedthr-vi&ory-^ - : - - :- - : > - : : 7 ' ' ! ! y : ' 

Her brave captains feconded her ardour. 
Lara efpeciaJly, the valiant Lara never, for a 
moment, laid afide his arms. By day, at 
the head of the Caftilians, he drew out their 
battalions, in the plain, and was fiirprifed 
that the Grenadines remained inactive in 
their tents. He knew not, that Aimanzor 
was wounded and unable to lead them out 
to battle, and that under any other general 
the Moors dreaded a defeat. By night, at
tended by horfemen, Lara rode round the 

outline 
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outline of the city,: watched.over;the fafety 
of the army, and -in. Tiisdeonftanticaare. :fotf 
Gonfalvo-turned his fteps/towards the fea. 

;In one of thofe evening excurfions, Lara 
ftill muling of Ms •fiien<Ji--wand.ered;tcr z.dtt-
tanee from the intrenchmente, leaving the 
reins to flow loofe uponthe neck of .his fteed. 
He marched on^ while all around was filencd 
The moon; from her" Mgheft elevation, fhed 
.abroad- her - filver light; i :.OnIy thev bird ;a£ 
night difturbed the air witftaflow eryiwhich 
echo prolonged. , All elfevpas quiet, and:at 
reft through the fqlitary plains $ ; and only 
a few meteors from the rnarfh glared here 
and.-there.: • . - r. , •••h-i/-i:-: -jx&si 

s ^Suddenly the hero;wa%Turprifedct0 hear 
the accents of; a-foft yoke;, which fang-the 
followingyerfes inArabki; 3<jj j 0 hf&d ''<d' 

Soon fhalll fee the nymph my foul adores"; 
.. „ And fhould not j oy unmix'd. then fwell 
... . , my heart? \ -„-/ ; 

Ye doubts, yejealpusfears, mybreaft sbhprrs-,. 
*.. Whyto my joys this fickly tinge impart? 

i/:i.b • J .;r?rao*: • . .;d .'Mid 
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'Mid our deep woods through which fecure 
he {trays, 

As the gazelle flees, trembling, ev'ry eye ^ 
So flee thou, Zora, each admirer's gaze, 
. For all who fee, mull for thy beauties flgh. 

But, vain the thought my foolifli heart con
ceives $ . • . 

Thou canil not hide thofe charms divine
ly bright! 

So might the palm luxuriant fpread its leaves, 
• Yet lurk, unnoticed, from the traveler's 

fight. 

Lara furprifed, looked carefully round 
him, and, by the light of the moon, faw a 
young warriour on horfeback. His head 
was bound with a black turban; his body 
was fcantily clothed with a fhcrt, white tu
nic ; over the tunic hung a bright chain of 
filver which fuftained a fcymetar. His legs 
and arms were bare, but decorated with 
bracelets. His left hand bore a buckler; 
and in his right were three javelins. His 
courfef, white as fnow, had neither harnefs, 

VOL. III. G houfing. 
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houfing, or bridle. Although thus free arid: 
fleet as air, he nevertheless obeyed his mat 
ter ; he moved with fuch velocity as to leave 
ño traces of his feet upon the fand; and 
Slackened or quickened his pace, at the voice 
of the rider. 

At this fight, Lara knew him to be on© 
of the famous Bereberes who had come from 
the deferts of Africa, to the aid of BoabdiL 
He ordered twelve of his. attendants to take 
the African prifoner, -while the whole troop 
Should Spread out into a wdde circle, and 
prevent him from efcaping. 

Ine Numidian, thus befet, halted, and 
on foot, awaited the twelve Spaniards. As 
they came up-, he - threw his three-javelins. 
Each laid a warriour low on the duft.- The 
African haftened forward with the rapidity 
of lightning, and thus parted the purSuers. 
But, feeing- himfelf Still encompaSTed on all 
hands, he returned to the firft Scene" of the 
combat, Stooped to the ground, without re
tarding his fpeed, took up one of his darts 
from the breaft of a Spaniard, and launch
ing it again, killed another. ,'; 

Lara: 
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-Lara then advanced alone. He ordered 
his attendents to deiift from throwing their 
darts upon -the Moor, forbade them to quit 
their .ranks ; and addrefimg the African : 

Brave Stranger, cried.he, it is enough; 
deliver me thine arms; attempt no farther -
a -vain refiftance; I can hardly restrain my 
foldiers ; let me have the pleafure of faving 
thy life. 

I am toe unfortunate to place a -value on 
life, replied the Numidian. I had rather 
die by your hand, than fall into captivity. 

So faying, he drew his fcymetar, and 
ruflied upon the hero. Lara inflantly threw 
away his lance, took his fword, and advanced. 

They met, and attacked each other. After 
many blows boldly ftruck, and artfully par-
ried, neither was wounded. The Moor had 
no cuirafs ; but his buckler ftill received the 
thrufts of the Caftiiian's weapon. His fleet 
fixed, which feemed attentive to all the 
movements of. Lara, turned, leaped, and 
Sprung this or that way, attentive to avoid 
every ftroke that was aimed at his matter, 
and, an hundred times Saved him from 

G 2 death. 
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death. But the the two combatants were 
unequal in vigour. The Spaniard's fword 
foon cut the buckler of the Moor in two, 
and piercing his moulder, laid him bleeding 
on the ground. The Numidian courfer 
neighed in grief at his matter's fall, and at
tempted to defend him whom he could not 
carry on to victory. He walked round him, 
Strove to cover his body, and ralfed his feet 
in threatening attitudes againft the victor. 
But, when he faw the Caftilians come up, 
he fled over the plain, and difappeared from 
their view. 

Lara approached his prifoner, held out his 
hand to him, raifed him up, and examined 
his wound, which he found to be flight. He 
then had him placed upon a horfe, treated him 
with all the refpect due to valour in misfor
tune, and marched back with him towards 
the intrenchments. 

The; Moor followed, drooping his head, 
faying nothing to. his conqueror, and utter
ing no complaints. Big tears dropped from 
his eyes, and his boibrn heaved with deep 
fighs. Lara, who obierved him, eafily un-

derftood 
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derttood that he was oppreffed by ibme 
weight of grief. He was afraid of increafing 
his uneafinefs by indifcreet queftions. But, 
he could not refift the tender emotion which 
the fight of misfortune always excited in his 
heart. 

Valiant Numidian, faid he, chance and 
the Shades of night have doubtlefs favoured 
me; my victory is much lets honourable 
than the exploits which I have feen you per-
form. Forgive the fortune of arms which I 
was unwilling to try. Bear witfr conftancy 
a misfortune common to all warriours. 
Your tears are too bitter a reproach upon 
me for the favours of fortune. I hope, and 
yet fear, that I am not the only caufe of 
your tears. Are you feparated from a friend ? 
Ah! nobody knows better than I, how to 
pity Such a fituation ; nobody has a better-
right to foothe your fcrrow-s. If they might 
be confided to me ; I am not unworthy to 
know them. You have not fallen into a 
barbarian's hands. To-iricrrow, by day
break, will Lara fet you at liberty, if Ferdi
nand allows him. 

At 
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At the great name of Lara, the Numidiart 
railed his head. What! cried he, with a 
mixture of furprife with fome frnall propor
tion of joy, am I .the pcifoner of Lara! It Is 
that far-famed hero, dreaded at once and 
adeemed by the Moors, it is he, who, this 
night makes me, the moft unhappy of mor
tals ! Ah! if you knew, my lord, what your 
victory cofts me, you would regret your ha
ving vanquished me. 

The virtuous Lara then preffed him to re
cite the tale of his Sorrows. The tender 
concern he had fhewn, the gentle fenfibility 
which his language indicated, and the mutual 
Sympathy of two amiable minds, even in a 
firft interview, determined the young Afri
can to gratify- his curicflty. He hoped that 
his ftory might tend to abbreviate the period 
ef his captivity; and wifhed, at leafl, by a 
frank confidence, to pleafe his generous con
queror. They advanced together before the 
party. And the Numidian began in thefe 
words. 

Happy the obfcure mortal who, without 
rank, fortune, or advantage-p of birth, knows 

no 
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no duties, fave thofe of Simple nature, no 
pleafures, but thofe of love, no glory, but 
that of. being, beloved. Infenfible to that 
vain pride which has become our moft ur
gent necefilty,. he leaves not his country to-
feek, in diftant climates, pains and perils 
which were not deftined by nature to be his 
lot. He lives not divided from the object 
of his tendernefs, nor Superadds to the an
xieties inseparable from love, the.more cruel 
pain of abfence, which, nature meant not for 
him. His days Slow Sweetly on, in the Scenes 
where they began. The tree under which 
he Sported, while an infant, continues to 
fhade him in the arms of the wife of his 
heart, and he will repofe under it, in old 
age. His fon3 and daughters are born in 
the fame hut in which, he himfelf fir it Saw 
the light. To him nothing changes, or will 
change. The Same Sun enlightens, the Same 
fruits nourifh him, and the Same verdure 
{till continues to gladden Ms fight. The 
fame Society, every day, more and more be
loved, Still gives Mm a double enjoyment of 

the 
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the benefits of nature, the delights of loved 
and the charm of equality. 

Such mould mv fortune have been ; and 
fuch, before the war of Grenada, it was. 

I was botn among that paftoral people, 
who having no towns or fixed habitations, 
live in tents, with their cattle, transfer their 
camp from one fcene of pafturage to another, 
and roam through the defarts between the 
foot of Mount Atlas and the frontiers of 
ancient Egypt. Thofe people who are de-
fcended from the primogenial Arabs, who' 
came from the happy regions of Yemen, 
under the conduct of Yafrik, fubdued thofe 
extenfive countries, and conferred on them, 
the name of their leader*. The vanquished 
race were doomed to the confinement of 
cities. The conquerors, who had been ah 
ways fondly attached to the paftoral life, re
ferred to themfeives, the open country, and 
diffufed their tribes over the extenfive land 
©f the palm-trees f. 

There 
* See the Hiftorica! Sketch, Firft Period, 

f Biledulgcrid RgniSes the country of Palm-trees, 
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There have we preferved the manners and 
cuftoms of our anceftors. There does each 
Separate tribe keep its flocks and wealth in a 
circle Surrounded by tents woven of ca
mel's hair. Free, yet acknowledging the 
authority of a Schiech, the camp forms a 
republic, which fettles or removes by its 
Own authority, arid determines upon war 
or peace by the advice of the chiefs of the 
family. Our Schiech is the arbiter of distri
butive juftice ; and the code of all our laws 
is reduced to this Simple maxim ; Be happy 
without injuring the happlnefs of others. 

Our wealth confiids in camels, whofe un
wearied Speed can, in the Space of a day, 
convey us twro hundred miles from an ene
my ; in horfes, invaluable by their courage, 
their fagacity, their attachment to their maf
ters of whom they become the favourite 
companions; in fheep, whofe fine wool is 
the only material of which our garments are 
wrought, and whofe delicious milk is our 
only beverage. Content with thefe gifts of 
heaven, we defpife gold and Silver, which 
cur mountains might yield us, if our hands, 
.' VOL. III. II wdth 



58 GONSALVO OF CORDOVAi 
with the avidity of thofe of Europe, could* 
condefcend to the dirty talk of digging in 
mines. But, verdant pafturage, and fields 
of rice and barley are in our eyes preferable 
to thofe dangerous metals, whichmcafion a 
multitude of evils in the world; and which 
you yourfelves, as we are told,—to indicate 
undoubtedly your opinion, of their noxious 
charaeder;,-—employ none but criminals to 
dig out of the; earth. 
- F^ace, friendihip, and concord reign in 

the bofom of every family. Faithful to the 
religion tranfmitted to-us from our fathers*, 
we adore one God only, and honour his 
prophet... Without perplexing, our weak 
minds with- comments on his holy book,, or 
piquing ourfelves with.a guilty prideon our 
Sagacity in the interpretation of his Sacred 
.maxims J we are fure. that- we-always follow 
him,; when we exercife-the-duties of huma
nity, and,pracdife thofe mild virtues which-
•nature engraved in the heart, before they 
.were pfefcribed in the' Sublime, Koran. 
We think a good acdion of greater. value 
than any prayers j juftice and alms-giving 
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are, in our eftimation, more facred than 
Ramadan ; and as in our fandy deferts, we 
are fometimes obliged to neglect fome of the 
prefcribed ablutions, we iirive to compenfate 
for this failure by a moreafiiduous difeharge 
of the duties ^of charity, beneficence, and 
hoSpitality. To the duty m£ hofpitality 
which the difpofition of our hearts renders 
peculiarly pleafing, we have been faithful for 
thefe four hundred years; we revere it as 
the firft of our duties; and love it, as the 
moft agreeable. Every Arranger, even al
though an enemy, that approaches our tents, 
becomes to us a facred object. His life, his 
fortune, his fecurity feem a precious truft 
confided to us by the -moft High: we daily 
afk him to grant us this honour: our heads 
of families contend for the enjoyment of it. 
Never does one of them take his meal with
in his tent. His table is always placed 
at the tent-door..; feats are fet; and he 
dares not fit down, till he has firft proclaim
ed three times: In the name of God, the 
father of the humane, if there be here a tra
veller, a poor, or an unfortune perfon, let 

Id 2 him. 
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him come, eat of my bread, and pour his 
Sorrows into my bofdm. : 

Among thofe men, thus fimple, whofe 
manners have been invariably the fame, Since 
the birth of the fon of Hagar,—and amidft 
the defart of Zab, did I come into the world, 
to love my Zora; Zora, the rnoft chafte and 
beautiful, maiden of my tribe ; Zora, who 
having been, in her infancy, bequeathed to 
my father's care, by his deareft friend, was 
brought up with me, never left me a mo-
meat, loved me almoft affoon as I loved her, 
and could, no more than I, remember the 
period when our mutual love began. My 
father, who was Schiech of my tribe, was 
pleafed to fee our growing paflion, and kind
ly encouraged it. He often preffed us to his. 
bread, called us his children, and Shared be
tween Us, his kind careifes. Zora, before 
She knew what hufband was, gave me the 
name; I, in like manner, called her my 
wife: and my father, joining our hands, 
Said to me; Ifmael, my Son, love, and con
tinue through life, to love the daughter of 
your father's friend. Grow up together, 

. * and 
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and cherifh one another, like the two palm-
trees before my tent-door. You will be the 
comforts of my old age. You will fupport 
my ftaggering fteps in the rapid- defcent by 
which I am haftening to the tomb. Marri
age will fhortly unite you : and you will one 
day repeat to your children, what I now fay, 
with fo much pleafure to you. - S • 

Before I had reached my twelfth year, my 
father had already taught me to throw the 
javelin, to mount a horfe without a bridle, 
and to hurry him over the fands. Zora, 
that fhe might not lofe my company, had 
learned the fame exercifes, and fancied that 
fhe loved them, beeaufe fhe loved me. Clo
thed in a fhor t tunic which was fattened by gol
den buckles, having a bow in her hand, and 
a quiver on her fhoulder, fhe attended ail 
my fteps. Sometimes we left our flocks, to 
purfue the winged oftrich, the dangerous 
jackall, or the odorous civet-cat. Zora flew 
them with her darts ; and I celebrated her 
victories. Sometimes, mounted on fleet 
fteeds, armed wdth javelins, and accompa
nied by a troop of young warriours of .our 

own 
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•own age, we went to roufe the Hon from 
iris den.. -We drove him out into the open 
country; and the echoes refounded the noife 
of our clarions and trumpets. The furious 
/animal,. roaring, and dildurbed b.y the mar
tial noife, fprung upon the horfes, attacked 
and overthrew the hunters ; but :I watched 
over Zora; keeping.always between her and 
-the lion, I would rather have been torn in 
•pieces, than have Suffered her to be hurt; I 
would rather have loll mine own life a thou
sand times, than have Seen her's in danger. 
The moulder, wounded all over, foon fell 
down weltering in his blood, and expired; 
and Zora's javelin bore away the bloody 
trophy. . -

Oh! how .mournful, and at the fame time, 
pkafmg is it to me to recal the remembrance 
of thole too happy days! What pleafure do 
I fee! in giving you this lengthened,detail of 
the manners of my country J The memory 
©f joys that are paid is the laft joy to the un
fortunate. Every morning, by the dawn 
fi£ day, Zora, my brothers, my fillers, and 
I repaired to the tent of the dear author of 

our 
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Our days; and.there- filently awaited the 
wifb.ed for moment of his awaking. None 
of us would lie down to reft, till after 
receiving, his bleftlng; nor would we, with
out .it refume the occupations of the day, 
Kneeling together before the old man, we 
heard him Dronounce a oraver, and invoke 

i A 4 J 

for us the creator of heaven and earth.-
We then with fond careSTes preffed him 

in our arms. He would often come out? 
with us, to lead to- freSh paftures, our ca
mels, our bleating Sheep, our bounding 
fteeds, our tender Iambs that fought their 
mothers. The plains refounded with their 
mingled voices, with the flutes of the young 
Shepherds, and the fongs of happy lovers 5 
while our women, remaining in their tents, 
were occupied in the cares peculiar to their 
Sex, in Spinning the wool of our Sheep, pre
paring our food, eftabliShing order in our 
dwellings, bringing up, and instructing our 
children to bleSs and refpect their father as 
the auguft image of God. And, when we 
returned, at the clofe of day, .their em
braces cheared us, their fond careSTes were 

the 
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the dearer for the fhort abfence which had 
made us long for them. Our love, ever ar= 
dent, although always content, was impa
tient to exprefs itfelf by a thoufand new tef-
timonies of its tenderneis and fincerity. 
The young lover, and the young hufband 
recounted to the objects of their fondnefs, 
the actions of the day, and fang tender tongs 
in praife of their charms. They fat down 
together to the evening's repaid, which con
fided of rice fodden in the finoke. coat's fleth 
roafted on the coals, and frefh. dates ; thefe 
are our articles of food, and are fufficient to 
vigorous health, and moderate defires. like 
ours. After this frugal meal, our old men,-
fitting in the middle of the circle, related the 
hiitory of paft ages, the exploits of the brave 
Kaled, the beneficent acts', of the fage Alma-
mon, or perhaps the misfortunes of two lo
vers expofed to the trials of fortune. We 
wept for their fate.; and with tender looks, 
congratulated ourfelves on.our own felicity» 
As the hour of reft came on, we joined in 
prayer, thanked heaven for the happinefs of 
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the paft day, and retired to fweet repofe, til! 
a new day, equally fair, fhould arife. 

My marriage with Zora made our happi-
nefs compleat. Zora, feated on a camel; 
within a pyramid of gauze, was conducted 
round the camp, flutes and timbrels playing 
all the while. Through the veil in which 
fhe was robed, appeared the beauteous Zora, 
wearing a white tunic, and .on her ears, her 
legs, and her arms, bracelets of gold. She 
was conducted into my tent, the threfhold 
of which flie lightly overleaped, without 
'touching it. My father put her into my 
arms ; and our brothers, fitters, and friends, 
remaining before my pavilion, continued 
till the return of day to celebrate the love of 
the fortunate hufband, and the virtue of 
the timid virgin-bride. 

Alas ! the founds of the trumpet fucceed-
ed thole fongs of peaceful joy. Hardly was 
my marriage over, when arnbaffadors came 
from king Boabdii, begging us, in the name 
of the prophet, to take arms in Support of 
the caufe of God. 

V O L . III. I Children 
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Children of Hagar, faid they, your bre
thren of Grenada, implore your aid. That 
lofty capital, the Sole remains of your 
European con'quefts, is about to fall under 
the power of the Ghriftians. From, the far-
theft extremities of Spain have the enemies 
of our faith combined to affail. our walls. 
When mailers of our city, they will pafs o-
ver into Africa, will burn your- towns, lay 
your mofques inaSh.es, maffacre your priefts, 
and violate your- women : then penetrating-
through your defartSj. they will carry fire 
and fword into the rnidft of your peaceful 
camps. You may then try to repulfe them 
but then victories will have rendered them 
invincible. You. may call upon the Almigh* 
ty, but- the Almighty will punifti you for 
deferring your brethren, and for forgetting 
fo long, that he fent you upon earth, to la
vish your, blood in defence of his law. 

Thefe words inflamed our youth, and per-
fuaded our- old men. My father, by their 
advice, determined that the choice of our 
warriours Should march to the aid of Gre
nada; The cry of war was immediately 

heard 

http://inaSh.es
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.heard in our camp. To arms, Modems! 
To arms! Mount your Lories, ye fonsof 
the: delart-! Go, zealous for the glory of 
your God. Go, and may your lances open 
out to you a career of victory ! 

At thefe founds, ten thoufand ardent war-
riours mounted their rapid fteeds. My fa-
ther chofe out fix thoufand, and intruded 
them to my .command. 

Zora, with trembling anxious diftrefs, 
threw herfelf at his feet., urged, and intreai-
ed, that - he would allow her to accompany 
me. Practifed as fhe was in arms, fhe was 
not unworthy of accompanying us: fhe 
might well have been our leader. My fa
ther, however, heiitatsd.: but the cries of 
my companions, the tears which he percei
ved on my countenance, and the intreaties 
of the whole army prevailed at laft over his 
tendernefs. Zora was permitted to fet out 
with me. 

I fhall not repeat to you, my lord, with 
what mournful tendernefs we bade adieu to 
my father; nor defcribe his forrow at our 
Separation. The remembrance renews my 

I 2 tears 
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tears. I ftiil fee the venerable old man^ 
turning from me, to prefs Zora to his 
breaft, leaving her, and returning to me, 
recommending to us both to fhew ourfelves 
worthy of him, and of our country, yet not 
to rufh with fool-hardy temerity upon dan
gers above our ftrength. Zora might be 
nnabie to follow you, faid he to me, weep
ing ; and yet would Zora follow you. You 
might occafion her death; and you could not 
furvive her. Thus would your imprudence 
bring both your father and your wife to the 
grave. Be careful of your life, my dear If-
mael. Confider that the eyes of a father 
will follow you into the field of battle, that 
my foul will not for one moment flay be
hind, that the lance winch aims at your life, 
muff at the fame time pierce my heart. 
. While he fpoke thus, and my brave com

panions awaited my departure, a black ra
ven pitching on a neighbouring palm, filled 
the air with her ill-boding cries. My father 
obferved this, and fought to detain me. 
But, I little concerned at thofe unmeaning 
prefages, too much refpected by our nation, 

reiected 
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rejected his tender carefies, and begged him 
to hide his credulous fenfibility; then em
bracing him for the laid time, fprang haftily 
away on my nimble ideed, followed by the 
fair Zora. 

We foon reached the field of victory * ' 
where Boabdil's iliips received my fix thou-
fand warriours. We had a fair paiiage. 
Difembarking in the harbour of Almería, 
we.repaired firaightway.to the ftately city 
to whofe aid we had come. Boabdil recei
ved us with eager kindnefs, diftributed the 
Bereberes among the houfes of the richeft 
citizens, and aifigned my Zora her refidence 
in his own palace. 

But, our ftay in Grenada, foon became 
difagreeable to me. The fight of a fierce de-
fpot, furrounded by a corrupt court, the 
contempt in which virtuous morals were o-
penly held,—thofe morals fo highly revered, 
and elieemedfo facredby our nation,—ihock-
ed the eyes of Zora. Her challe and timid 
foul, accuftomed to fee nought about her, 
. - but 

1 * Cairoan, a fea-port in Africa, the name of which ilgni^ 
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yo J G Q N S A L V O OF C O R D O V A . 

but innocence and fweet peace, was terrified 
at the fight of vice, as the gazelle at the aft 
peet of the ferpent. She was defirous to re
turn to Africa; fiie daily intreated me to 
remove her from that impious court, and 
at leaft to carry from a king who knew no 
-reftraint to his licence, and no remorfe for 
his crimes. An opportunity foon offered. 

Our general, Almanzor, the only man a-
rnong them wdio merited my efteem, recei
ved notice, that your Gáfidlians were prepa
ring to attack .-Carthama, the city in which 
a díftínguifhed tribe had taken refuge. 
Carthama, although impregnable, yet need
ed fupplies. The Abencerragoes by whom 
It was defended, having-been long irritated 
%(ramft the Grena.dines, would receive none 
but foreign troops within their walls. I he 
brave Almanzor added me to fend my wife 
thither with a thoufand of my Bereberes. I 
trembled at the thought of parting with her. 
I could not -leave the reft of my foidiers, and 
Í could not live at a difiance from Zora, 
But, her delire to efcape from Boabdil and 
ids court, and Ajmanzor's praiies of the vir

tues 
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tnes of the Abencerragoes, with the fidelity 
of my companions, all of whom would have 
died for Zora, at laft determined me. I 
conducted my fpoufe to Carthama. Ofman, 
.the perfidious Ofman, governor of that city, 
received her with lavifh testimonies of r-ef-
pect, and invited me to come often and fee 
again the obiect of my love. I was Satisfied* 
I returned to Almanzor ; but almoft every 
night, efcaping Secretly out of Grenada on 
my indefatigable courfer, went to pafs Some 
moments-with my dear wife, to tell her my 
thoughts, and to repeat, and hear her re
peat- our mutual vows. 

TheSe frequent interviews Soothed the 
pains of abfence, and alleviated the farrow 
which I unavoidably felt at being divided 
from my Zora. A torment yet more- pain
ful has been added to my former ills. It 
was but this day I learned that the governor 
of Carthama, one of thofe Abencerragoes 
whom Almanzor defcribed as heroes, that 
Ofman, the bafe Ofman dared to Sigh for 
my wife, and had avowed to her his paffion. 

M N 



H GONSALVO OF CORDOVA 

No, my lord, you know not, you can
not conceive the dreadful, the fatal fway 
which jealoufy exercifes over the our hearts. 
This is the mod: lively and violent pairlon 
known in our torrid climates. No crime,, 
no injury is in our estimation equal to that 
of looking on our wives or mlftrefTes with 
an eye of define ; no atrocity of vengeance 
is efteemed punifliment too Severe for Such 
an affront. Although lavifh of what we pof-
fefs, gentle, peaceful, and hofpitable, we be
come more barbarous, more lavage, more 
Sanguinary than the lions of the" defart, 
whenever we See the object of our tendemefs 
yavifhed from us. 

No Sooner was I informed of Ofman's 
crime, than I fefolved to fly to Carthama,. 
to remain with Zora, and to feek with im
patience Sonne fair occafion of plunging this 
Sword a thoufand times into the heart of the 
audacious Ofman. 

I was On my way. Ala's ! I thought that 
our late vicdory, and the burning of your' 
camp had rendered my journey fafe. The idea 
of again feeing Zora, of joining her, to leave 

her 
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Her no more, the hope of avenging myfelf 
on a traitor, fwelled my foul with joy, when 
your foldiers Suddenly appearing, inverted 
me on all hands. Had it not been for your-
felf, I might perhaps have efcaped from their 
hands : but your invincible arm has trimp'h-
ed over all my efforts, and your victory cofts 
me the moft precious moments of my life. 

Such was the càufe of my tears. Zora 
expects me ; and I am a captive. Ofman is 
with Zora. I am in thé chains of the Spa
niards. Can ybu be furprifed at my tears ? 

Wipe them away, returned Lara. I will 
repair the evil I have done. I hafte to afk 
my king to Set ybu at liberty, as it is more 
than I myfelf can do. My own horfe Shall 
carry you to Carthama; by day-break 
Shall you fee, Zora. And if in return for 
my zeal in your interefts, you honour 
me with fome Share of your friendship, it 
will be more precious to me, than all the 
laurels of glory. 

As he faid thus, they reached the intreneh-
ments. Lara, being known by the guards, 
entered, with his prifoner. He conducdedhim 

VOL. Ill, K to 
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to his own tent, put him into-the hands of 
his fervants, and fhewed him every kind at
tention, with which he could have treated 
a brother. While the wounded Numidian. 
was thus tenderly cared for, his kind prefer-
ver went to give Ferdinand an account of 
his nocturnal-excurfion. 

The king of Arragon and his auguft 
fpoufe were at this time in councel. An un
known ftranger, protected only by: Ifabella, 
whole genius, had.difcoveredin that obfcure 
perfon a great man, had come to explain to 
the two Sovereigns the fpiendkd defigns 
which he had formed. The ftranger was 
Columbus. He propofed the difcovery and , 
conqueft of a new- world •;• and afked for 
this only one Ihip. The whole council hell-
tated to grant his requeft-: not fo Ifabella. 

Scon as Lara appeared,,he took his place. 
The Important affair in agitation hindered 
the hero- from {peaking immediately to the 
king. The time palled on ; Ifmael was im
patient to fee Lara return. 

But, the Berebere's fteed that had efcaped' 
from.the fcene of the combat, had taken by 

himfelf 
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hirofelf the way which he had fo often tra
velled before. In the hurry of fear, he ran. 
he flew towards Carthama, where Zora a-
larmed, awaited herhufband in fighing ex
pectation. Hour after hour paffed on ; the 
counted the fad moments. She revolved in 
her mind all the dangers to which the objeft 
of her love might be expofed; and thofe 
were magnified by her imagination. The 
moft gloomy ideas crowded up in her mind. 
A mortal terrour feized her foul; a dreadful 
anticipation of calamity prompted her groans 
and tears. Unable to bear the agony which 
fhe felt, the refolved to go herfelf to her 
dear Ifmael. She fancied that fhe fhould 
buffer lefs when feeking the object whom her 
heart defired, that fhe would tremble lets 
for him, when expofed herfelf to the fame 
dangers as he. 

To deceive the guards that watched at the 
gates, Zora affumed the military drefs of 
the Abencerragoes. She went through the 
city on horfeback, and pretending an order 
from Ofman, made the gates be opened, and 

•£ 2 proceeded 
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proceeded towards Grenada, ftill looking all 
around for her huiband with anxious eyes. 

She foon heard the founding fteps of a 
fteed. She flopped, and liftened, in breath-
lefs fufpence. The noife continued, the 
fteed approached, ftiU beating the ground 
with equal fteps, and the ground ftiil echo
ing the found of his footfteps. Zora, motion-
lefs, and with a palpitating heart, at laft 
perceived the courfer. Idis vddte colour, 
and long mane made Zora tremble. She 
flew, fide called Ifmael. At that name and 
the voice in which it was uttered, he raifed 
his head and advanced towards Zora. Zora 
viewed him. It was the fteed of her huf
band. dde was alone, and was befmeared 
wdth blood. His matter muft, doubtlefs, 
have periihed by the hands of fome barba
rous Spaniard. 

Wild with her grief, fear, and love, Zora 
mounted the bloody fteed, and fuffered him 
to xarry her whither he would. She accu-
fed heaven, and called on its juftice to avenge 
her Ifmael. The fagacious courfer turned 
back, redoubled his fpeed, and carried Zora 

fwiftly 
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Swiftly to the place where her lover had fair 
len. There he flopped. Zora viewed the 
Spot, and faw the bodies of the four Spa
niards whom the Berebere had flain. No 
longer doubting of her misfortune, fhe 
fought for the body of Ifmael, difcovered 
his broken buckler, and faw the ground wet 
with blood. She then uttered the mold dole
ful cries, and fell down, half dead, upon thofe 
fpoils of the field; and in her defpair, rolled 
herfelf upon the duff. * , 

Amidft this deep diftrefs, the unfortunate 
lady heard one of the four dying Spaniards 
groan. She rofe,- and ran to him; he ftill 
breathed. Zora aided and ftrove to revive 
him. When he had fomewhat recovered 
his fenfes, Zora earneftiy queftioned him 
concerning his wound, the buckler lying on 
the ground, and the blood with which it 
was beiprinkled. Zora begged and conjured 
him to difguife nothing, but to deepen or 
or terminate the horrour which fhe felt. 

The foldier, affected by her concern for 
him, Hammered out fome words in Arabic, 
to make the ftranger underftand him. He 

pointed 
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pointed to" his companions, and faid that a 
Berebere whom they had attacked, had laid 
them all thus low. He pronounced the 
name of Lara, repeated that Lara had aven
ged them, that the buckler-was broken by 
him, and that blood, the blood of the Ee_ 
rebere, Shed by Lara's hand. 

Hardly had he ended thefe words, when 
Zora, without a-nSwering him, but gazing 
wildly round, considered whether .fhe fhould 
not end her days on the fpot where Ifmael 
had fallen.-- But, fhe defired to avenge him. 
This defire flayed her arm. She feized and 
prcffed the Spanifh Soldier's hand $ and with 
a fobbing voice ; Friend, faid ihe, fhew me 
the way to the camp, the camp where Lara 
Still breathes, that Lara- Fear not, friend, 
I Shall fend your companions.; I mySelf Shall 
return to aid you, if it be the will of hea
ven that I return. 

The foldier in furpriSe, pointed out the road 
by which She was to travel. Zora mount
ed her Steed, and urging him to his utmoft 
Speed, flew forward, and foon arrived at the 
Spanifh intrenchments. 

The 
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The guards would have flopped her ; hut 
Zora heeded not their clamours. Go, faid 
flie, go, fay to the barbarous Lara, that the' 
governor of Carthama defies and awaits him 
here. Let him fear no Share. I am alone. 
And if he defires, I fhall fight with you a-
round me. Unlefs he be the moid cowardly 
of men, he will haften inftantly hither. 

The guards furprifed at her confidencey 

afked her to repeat her words. They knew 
not whether, or not they Should obey. But 
the refpecd of the Spaniards for a warriour 
demanding an equal combat, left them no 
choice. One of them went in fearch of 
Lara. Meanwhile, the young African, who, 
infuriated as fhe was, could not forget the 
facred duties of humanitv, took care to-
fend two of the Soldiers to their wounded, 
comrade. 

Lara had not yet returned from the coun
cil. Ifmael was ftill waiting; for him. When? 
the foldier heard that the hero was in the 
council, he would not go thither to trouble, 
him with the pretended Ofman's challenge. 
He entered into converfation with the Nu-

midian. 
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midian, and related to him that the gover
nor of Carthama had jure now come to defy 
Lara to ffngle combat. 

At that name, Ifmael ardfe, his eyes gla
red with fury. The governor of Carthama! 
cried he, in a transport. Juft God! thou 
haft brought him to meet my vengeance. 
It is I whom the perfidious wretch purfues ; 
he is come to demand my head from my 
generous conqueror. Christian, wilt thou 
Suffer thy brave chief, weary from the ex
cursion and the engagement of this fatal 
night, to expofe himfeif againft the traitor ? 
No, if thou loveft Lara, if thou canft deign to 
hear the voice of a captive whom he honours 
with his eftee'm, if thou wilt merit from me 
favours above thy moft Sanguine hopes; lend 
me thine arms, and lead me to that Abert-
cerrago who has come hither with bafe pur-
pofes ; and I Shall owe to thee the high ho
nour of expofing my life for a hero dear to 
my heart, and dear to your army. 

He faid. The foldier hefitated. ISmael 
conjured, urged him, and taking off the 
golden bracelets from his legs and arms, 

gave 
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gave them to him. He fwo're by the God 
of heaven to return after his victory, and 
excufe him to Lara ; he engaged to anfwer 
for all with his head. The foldier thus per-i 
fuaded, took off his arms-j and Ifmael hafti-
ly put them on. His wound made him un-
eafy under the weight of the cuirafs; but 
his hatred of Ofman, his raging jealoufy, 
and his furious impatience for revenge, made 
him forget his wound. He mounted Lara's 
{teed, lowered the vizor of his cafque, and 
following the foldier, with his weapon in 
his hand, and his heart Swelled with rage, 
ran to the fpot where his wife, impatient of 
his delay, was raging, threatening, and 
glowing with impatience to flied the blood 
of her expected foe. 

Soon as they perceived each other, being 
deceived by the {hades, and blinded by fury 
and hate implacable, the effects, alas! of their 
love, they rufhed upon each other. They 
were careful not to utter a word; being a-
like afraid of betraying themfelves. They 
were both alike concerned not to be known. 
Their bloody fwords were not directed to 

VOL. Ill, L parry 



52 GONSALVO OF CORDOVA. 

parry each other's flrokes ; they fought only 
a paflage, each through the other's bofom. 
Death was nothing to either, provided the 
other were flain. Their dexterity and ad~ 
drefs were, at this moment, forgotten. 
Their valour was only favage rage. Each 
bared his own bofom, that he might the ea
sier Strike the other's.; they came clofe to
gether, that they might make the deeper 
wounds. They at lad-'Seized each other, 
dragged each other from their horSes, fell 
down together, arofe, and again grafped 
one another, for fear, that their weapons 
might mifs the paliage to the heart. 

•O unfortunate Iffnael, unhappy Zora, 
what a fatal errour your's! By what a 
dreadful delirium are you tranSported!. 
Ah! your hands, meet; you breathe upon 
each other; you prefs each other in your 
arms ; yet does nothing warn you, or con
vince' the one, that the other is the ob
ject he adores! Your hearts beat one upon 
another, yet do thofe tender hearts not dif-
tinguifh each'other. You who understand 
fia. well each look, each figh; you who can

not 
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not exift feparate,—you are united, you hold 
each other in your arms, but it is only to 
murther each the other. Stay, cruel that 
you are, day ; calm your fury, fufperid thefe 
impious blows, fay but a word, but one 
word, and you will fall on your knees, wafh 
with your tears the wounds which you have 
made, and prefs your dying lips on the bo-
foms which you now gore. -•' 

Unavailing wifhes! Vain regrets! Their 
rage rifing to a height, can fee or underfiand 
.none of thefe things. Direfully bent on 
vengeance, and burning with jealoufy and 
grief, Ifmaei twice wounds Zora, and drives 
to wound her again : Zora, with her fword 
twice pierces the bread of Ifmaei, and feeks 
the joinings of his coat of mail, in order to 
wound him the deeper. At laft, faint by 
the lofs of blood, and weakened by the ef
fects of his former combat, Ifmaei daggered, 
and Zora prefTed upon him. She renewed 
her efforts, and overthrew him on the earth. 
Then plunging into his bread, the whole 
blade of her fcymetar which was already 
Stained with his blood: Diev faid the, die, 

L 2 barbarian.1 
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barbarian; . but, know, before thou dieft, 
that a woman's hand has given thy mortal 
wounds ; yes, Zora, the wife of Ifmaei, fa-
orifices thee, to revenge a hufband whom 
She adored. 

At thefe words, at the found of this voice, 
Ifmaei raffed his head, and Summoning up 
all that remained of his fainting Strength; 
Zora, Said he, Zora——Is it you that takes 
away my life! Is it againft you that my 
hand 

He could not end—•—Zora flung herfelf 
upon him- . • .She removed his caique, look
ed The firft rays of the returning day 
Shewed her the pale countenance of Ifmaei. 

Pale like 1dm, mute, and rnotionlefs, al-
moft deprived -of fenfation by her Sorrow, 
She wifhed to doubt of her crime, but could 
not. Without uttering a Word, or being 
able to make the fmalleft movement, fhe 
Stood chilled in flupor. Her hair flood on 
end, her pale lips were opened wide, her 
eyes wild and fixed, were turned upon the 
dying eyes of Ifmaei who held out his dying 
hand, and caught the hand of Zora. 

O my 
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O my friend, faid he, deareft of wives, 
galm that dire defpair. Forgive thyfelf that 
fatal errour which thy Ifmaei forgives. Thy 
purpofe was to avenge my death, and mine 
to punifh the perfidious Ofman. Thy hands, 
although bloody, are pure. The mortal 
ftroke thou haft given me, is but another 
proof of thy love, As I die, I gaze upon 
thee, and prefs thy dear hand, prefs it to 
my heart: go, my death is not painful. In 
the name of our love, my dear Zora, in the 
name of our refpectable father, who will 
now have no children but you, promife me, 
that you will live for his confolation : relent? 
lefs death urges upon me, I feel its approach 

Adieu, Zora, my weil-beloved —-
Adieu, my only love—>—Ifmaei forgives 
thee his death, grant him, at leaft, thy life—-

His voice here failed, his eyes clofed, his 
head fell, and his cold hand ceafed to prefs 
the hand of Zora. Zora, fidll motionlefs, 
gazed on him. Suddenly her knees trem
bled, her arms became ftitF, and her teeth 
ftruck upon each other, She bowed down 
upon the face of Ifmaei, preited his lips with 

a convulfiye 
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a convulfive motion, fixed herfelf to his cold 
body, and holding it in a clofe embrace, 
breathed her laft figh. 
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BOOK EIGHTH. 

Death, death whom all dread, but 
who alone granteft reft from our woes, 

thou wouldeft not be a misfortune, if thou 
didft always ftrike at once faithful friends, 
and fond lovers. To ceafe to exift is no
thing ; to part is the worft of our ills. He 
is not .to be pitied who in the end or in the 
beginning of a career of glory, falls alieep, . 
content with himfelf. But his miftrefs, his 
friend, who remain with his cold allies, and 
retain nothing of life, but the power to buf
fer ; thefe are the truly unfortunate, thefe 
deferve our tears. Unfit for the duties of 
life, a ftranger to the world, like the travel
ler who wanders melancholy through remote 
regions, he who Survives the objecd of his 
love, thinks himfelf amidft a favage people. 
He fpeaks, and is not heard. He is Spoken, 
to, and makes no anfwer. To the language 
of indifferent perfons, his heart is not open. 

Vou. III. M The 
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The men whom he fees are not his brethren j : 
they weep not, like him. Inaeceffible to gen
tle emotions, even to thofe of virtue, he re
gards it not as a duty, and remembers no-
more that it is a pleafure. Alone, ahftrac-
ted from the world, he wanders through an 
immenfe defart, where nothing inter efts his 
fight, where his eyes weary, and feeble, look 
only for a grave. To the grave does he di
rect his fteps; thither does he define to de-
fcend; but death ftill delays his Stroke, Q 
Zora, O tender Ifmael; you at kail pe-tifhed-
tegether; Your, fouls ftill united, {hall love 
again in heaven. Ah! your fate, terrible as • 
it is, may well move the envy of the forlorn 
heart, to which nothing remains but the re
membrance of happier times. 

The unfortunate pair thus terminated"; 
their days. The Spanifh guard, flood round: 
them with downcaft eyes, • drooping heads, 
and hands joined,' in the Silence of pity, when 
Lara, coming from the Council, after ob
taining from the king the freedom of his 
captive, claimed the combat in which IfmaeL. 
had anticipated him. Dreadful the Spectacle 

which.' 
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which now appeared to his eyes! the two 
. lovers Stretched on the grafs which was dyed 
with their blood, with their cold hands join-
ed, their pale faces turned upon each other, 
and lips open as if to receive each the other's 

..kit fight! 
At this fight, Lara uttered a cry of hor-

•rour. The Caftilians informed him of the 
fatal miftake of the voung pair. The hero 
Shuddered with horrour, and wept. He 
bitterly reproached himfelf as the caufe of 
their death. He defired at leaft to do due 
honour to. their afhes, and to difcharge the 
melancholy functions by.performing the laid 
duties to him whom he had received into 
.'his friendship. Their afhes are mingled in 
-the fame tomb:: and upon it, two intwining 
myrtles are planted by the hand of Lara. 
Grow, faid he, you trees of love, grow on 
this fpot, where-fie the unfortunate victims of 
love. The traveller, and the warriour of 
"feeling hearts, who reft under your fhade, 
Shall then feel their hearts beat, and Spite of 
-themielves, Shall fhed tears of Sympathy. 
-Wives and hufbands in thefe regions Shall 

M 2 repair 
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repair hither to pronounce their tenderer! 
mutual vows under your foliage. And per
jured lovers, if there are any fuch, fhall turn 
away with fhame, nor dare to tread the her
bage which covers this facred repofitory! 

After diicharging thefe mournful offices, 
Lara returned to the labours of the new city. 
Already were the deep trenches encompailed 
with Strong walls, already did the ramparts 
frown over the circumjacent plain; while 
the gates turned upon their hinges. They 
were defended by advanced works, and hou-
fes of wood haftily reared marked the Situ
ation of others mere Solid, which were to be 
afterwards built. They Served as temporary 
habitations to the Soldiers, the captains, and 
the Sovereigns themSelves who, being deter
mined to have no other palace than the Al-
hambra, were for the preSent content with 
the Same Simple dwellings as the other war-
riours. 

The Moors Surprifed to See a city, in the 
room of the. demclifibed camp, loft thofe 
hopes, and that confidence which their iirft 

Succefs 
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fuccefs had infpired. Boahdil, deprived o£ 
Almanzor whom his wound hindered from 
renewing the battle, gave no difturbance to 
the advancing works of Ifabeda, and truited 
to the chance of arms his own fate, and the 
fate of his empire. The Alabez, and Almo-
rades, remaining confiantly about the hero, 
ftrove eagerly to fee his auguft face, and exa
mined whether he was foon again likely to 
lead them on to victory. All the folciers im-
pretTed with refpecd and.tendernefs for him, 
kneeled round his tent, and befoughc the 
Almighty to reftore to them their tupoort, 
their father, the object of their gratitude and 
veneration. 

Only Alamar, fecretly jealous of the glory 
of that Almanzor to whom he thought him* 
felf at leaft equal, enraged that the army 
fhould think themfelves without a leader, 
while Almanzor could not go out to battle, 
retired to his tent to meditate new crimes.. 
Still burning with furious pafiion ror the 
daughter of Muley-Haffem, he now learned 
that this princefs was returning to Grenada. 
He knew that Almanzor and Muley had 

fworn 
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fworn to protect and defend her from his 
fory. Placing little confidence in the p>ro-
mifes of the unftable Boabdil, the African 
fecretiy meditated to enter Grenada by night, 
to bear Zuiema by violence even from her 
own palace, and to retire with his prey into 
Ills own dominions. 

About mid-day, there was Suddenly heard 
in the Spanifh town, a burfting noife of joy, 
exprefiive of fome great and fortunate event. 
The centinels on the ramparts feemed ready 
to quit their pofts. The guards were obfer-
ved to receive the tidings from mefiengers, 
and to fhare the general joy. The chiefs 
and the foldiers were confounded together, 
on the walls, embracing, and congratulating 
one another, loudly thanking heaven, and 
threatening with voice and geftures, the 
proud towers of Grenada. 

Gonfalvo was arrived. Gonfalvo, through 
the midft of dangers, had climbed the Al-
puxaras, and at laft carne within fight of the 
new city. Soon as he appeared, and was 
known, a thoufand voices hailed his glorious 
-name. Behold him, they cried, beheld our 
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hero; Behold the Great Captain. Heaven re-
Stores the-Saviour of our army. Spaniards, 
run ye all hither, and fee once more the in
vincible Gonfalvo. 

The Soldiers haftily crowded round their 
hero. They prefied upon him, till the mul
titude ftopped his advancing Steed. One 
deiired to touch and kifs his arms, another 
to relieve him of their weight. They all in
vited, and even compelled him to alight, 
took him up in their arms, and contending 
eagerly for the honour of fo precious a bur
then, bore him in triumph to the chiefs and: 
captains who flew to meet him. 

Happy Lara! you went before them; It 
was you whom Gonfalvo fought. Hardly 
Had the two friends Sooner perceived each 
other, than they fprang into the embrace of 
friendship. They joined, embraced, prefied: 
their hearts together, and long leaned- upon-
each other, weeping and unable to Speak, 
They gazed on one another'; and their eyes 
Seemed to be ravifhed with the light. Their 
tongues Stammered out feme few words 
which, burning fobs rendered almoft inarti

culate*-
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curate. But, they heard and replied to each 
other, and again embracing, feemed to fear 
another feparation. O valiant Gonfalvo,' 
O brave Lara, what laurels, or what victory 
were equivalent to the happinefs which you 
this moment enjoy ? 

After they had indulged th is firft tfanfporfi 
of their fouls. Gonfalvo, without quitting 
his friend's hand, anfwered to the eager 
and kind enquiries of the other warriours.-
Aguiiar, Cortez, Medina, Guzman came 
around to congratulate him. The hero, 
furroundcd by heroes, was by them conduc
ted to the queen : and the whole army fol
lowed, filling the air with fhouts of joy. 

Ifabella and Ferdinand came forward to 
receive him. Gonfalvo kneeled-. 1 die queen, 
inftantly raifed him, made him fit befide her, 
received from his hand the treaty which -the 
perfidious king of Fez had fought to feal by 
the perpetration of a crime. She trembled 
to hear of the dangers with which her am-
baffador had been threatened. The king of 
Arragon fpoke of vengeance, but Ifabella-
only of her hero. 

Let 
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Let us, cried fhe, firft coniicler what we 
owe to Gonfalvo. It is not in our power 
to acquit the debt we owe him ; but the ef-
teem of his country, but the veneration of 
the army, but thofe tranfports of joy and 
love which cannot but affect his noble heart, 
muft be his recompence. Great captain, you 
were abfent, and we were conquered by the 
Moors. Appear, and Grenada falls. Your 
Sovereigns, ydur foldiers, your equals are 
all proud to agree that victory depends on 
your arm. 

She faid, and left Gonfalvo with the faith
ful Lara. The two heroes withdrawing 
from the Surrounding crowd, retired into 
the fame dwelling. There, giving free vent 
to the fentiments which fwelled their hearts, 
they-eagerly queftioned one another, and in 
their impatience returned their anfwers to
gether. Each, fpeaking of himfelf, ftid in
terrupted the thread of his ftory, to fpeak 
again of his friend. They began, an hun
dred times, the ftory of what the one had 
differed without the other. They wept alter
nately for joy, at the recollection each of his 

VOL. III. N own 
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own dangers, and in tender fympathy for the 
dangers which he learned to have threaten
ed his brother. Lara- defired to- fee and em
brace that good, that faithful Pedro who 
faved Gonfalvo in Fez. He called him in, 
fan to embrace him, named him his bene
factor, prefied him to his breaft, made him 
repeat the ftory of Gonfalvo's exploits on 
board the veffel, loaded the old man with 
careffes, and dffputed with his generous 
friend the right of rewarding.him. 

He foon heard in filence the narrative 
refpecting Zulema. Having been long privy 
to Gonfalvo's pafilon, he was not furprifed 
to hear that he was beloved. The kindnefs 
fhewn him by the fair Moor, and her tender 
gratitude to-her deliverer, rendered her dear 
to Lara. But being lets blinded by paftion 
than her lover, he prefumed not to hope 
that an agreeable marriage might become 
the price of a peace which he eonfidered as 
impoffible. Lara:knew IfabehVs intentions,, 
and the oath fhe had made, either to perifh, 
or to conquer Grenada. That oath he con
cealed from his friend ; not to diftrefs him, 

he 
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lie pretended to fhare his ill-founded hope 5 
and in the delicacy of his frlendfhip. refpect-
Ing an illufion .which was to be of fhort du
ration, began already to prepare confolations 
-to foothe thofe Sorrows which he SoreSaw. 

Meanwhile had fame conveyed to the 
Moorifh camp the dreaded news of Gonfal-
vo's arrival. At this name, .Sudden terrour 
Seized the Grenadines. Some Stood pale, 
as they recollected his victory over Aben-
Hamet; others remembering his triumphant 
-entrance into Grenada: all of them trem
bling, and terrified, ran to the royal pavi
lion, crowded round Boabdil, and with 
loud cries, demanded to be led back within 
their walls; threatening to defert the camp, if 
-the monarch Should attempt to detain them. 

Boabdil, Muley-Haffem, -who -was now 
returned to his fon, -the chiefs of the tribes, 
and Alamar himfelf could not foothe their 
terrours; their difcourfe was not heard," 
mor their authority refpected. the Soldiers, 
Seditious through Sear, braving their king 
out oS terrour, returned tumultuoufly to 
their tents, took up their moft precious ef-

.N a • feeds. 



iGO GONSALVO OF CORDOVA, 
feels, and thinking themfelves already pur-
fired by Gonfalvo, began to flee towards the 
city, The camp would have been totally 
deferted, had not the great Almanzor ap
peared. 

Almanzor, at the warning of his father, 
rufhed half-naked from the bed of pain on 
which his wounds detained him. Seizing a 
long lance, with it he Supported his tardy 
Steps, and without turban, or fcymetar, 
with his brow pale, came out to fhew him-
feif to the fugitives. 

Whither run ye, fons of Ifmael ? cried he, 
in a voice of thunder; what fatal delirium 
hurries you away? and whom hope ye to 
efcape ? Is it death ? You hurry to meet 
death, to draw it down upon your own 
heads. The Spaniard from the height of 
his walls will in a moment rufh upon you, 
and maffacre you as a bafe herd. I talk not 
of honour which has no power over your 
bafe fouls ; I fpeak not of your country, of 
your God whom ye betray, of your wives, 
pf your children, whom you have undoubt
edly fold. I implore you for yourfelves 

Solely, 
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Solely, Sprthat .life which is dear to you, 
and which you are Surrendering to your e-
nernies. Stay, or you perifli. Wait, at leaft 
till night may, if not hide our Shame, yet 
give Security to our flight; wait tilldarknefs 
come to ward off for Some few moments, 
that death, to yon fo terrible, which every 
Soldier certainly brings upon himfeif, when
ever he difcovers fear of it. You hefitate; 
you Still tremble left, before the dofe of day, 
Gonfalvo come to attack you —Weil, 
then ! I alone will combat him; I will either 
go down into the grave, or deliver, the army 
from the enemy before whom they tremble. 
King of Grenada, fend an herald; let him 
In my name defy Gonfalvo; let him tell 
that Spaniard, that, by to-morrow's dawn, 
In prefence of the two armies, I invite him 
to mortal combat. And you, timorous Gre
nadines, who were not thus wont to aban
don me, deign to delay your flight, till you 
Shall have Seen me die or triumph! 

At thefe baft words, the Moors flopped. 
The Soldiers, blufhing, conSented to remain 
jn their camp. ' Boabdil Sent away the he

rald. 
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raid, Muley-Hafiem, in tears, and keeping 
a profound filence, preflfed his fon in his 
trembling arms. Alamar concealed his en
vious fpite under unreal praifes; and the 
chiefs, drooping their heads, dared not to 
give up their hearts to joy. 

The herald however proceeded, with two 
trumpets before him. He arrived at the 
gates of Santa Fe. The bridges were let 
down, when he appeared. A bandage was 
bound over life eyes, and he was carried to 
the Sovereigns. Gonfalvo was then, with 
all the chiefs, in Ifabella's prefence, and Was 
itriving to convince the queen of the advan
tages which might attend a happy peace. 
The Moorifh herald was announced. He 
entered and kneeled; 

Sovereigns of Caflile and Arragon, faid 
he, in a voice of confidence, I come in name 
of Almanzor, to defy Gonfalvo of Cordova 
to fingle combat. do-morrow, by day
break, before our whole army, will the prince 
of Grenada await your hero in the plai> ; 
and only the death of one of the warriours 
Shall part, them, 

CpnfalvOj 
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Gonfalvo, hearing thefe words, uttered 
a cry of grief, which the queen took for a 
cry of joy." Without giving him time to 
anfwer ; Herald, faid fhe, to the meffenger. 
Gonfalvo accepts the challenge. Ferdinand 
himfelf will conduct him to the fcene of the 
Combat. For this we pledge our royal faith. 
Go, carry my reply.. 

Then turning to Gonfalvo-, who drove 
to hide from her the confufion which he felt. 
Stay of my throne, cried fhe, at laft are my 
prayers heard! When that barbarian flew 
my fondndaw, my only prayer to God was, 
that he would deliver him into thine hands. 
The Almighty has. then heard my prayer, 
O my daughter, rejoice; Alphonfo's death 
fhall be revenged! 

King Ferdinand hearing her, fhared her 
parental tranfport. He loofed from his fide, 
his fword, the dreadful Tizona, with which 
the hands of the Cid had formerly avenged 
his country and his father, had conquered 
Ghimena and Valencia; and which was full 
preferved by the fovereigns of Art agon as, a 
precious treafure, 

O thou. 
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O thou, faid he to Gonfalvo, thou who* 
fo flrongly refembleft. Rodrigo, receive from 
mine hands that hero's fword. To me it 
belongs only as an inheritance annexed to 
my crown. Thy valour makes it thine 
much more properly. May this fword pu-
nifii the murderer of Alphonfo,—may it 
raife Spain to triumph,—and may it forever 
remain in thofe . hands which are the wor-
thieft to bear it! 

All the chiefs of the army applauded his 
words. They flood all round the hero, an
ticipated the celebration of his victory, and 
announced the fall of Grenada, affoon as its 
defender fhould be laid low; and by this 
anticipated joy in their rival in glory's tri
umph, they proved that generous hearts can 
admire without iealoufv. 

Gonfalvo having his feelings thus oppref-
fed and overpowered, could fcarcely anfwer 
the Queen, Ferdinand, -or his companions* 
His mouth -was an hundred times opening 
to declare aloud that Zulema had faved his 
life; that he was attached to the princefs 
by the tendered; and clofcfl ties; that her 

brother 



GÔNSALVÔ.OF.CORDOVA. 105 

brother muft to hixn be facred : But honour. 
Hern honour, that idol of great fouls, ho
nour which reckons as nothing the pains of 
feeling hearts,—-impofed filence on the hero. 
Can he refufe a challenge ? Can he difappoint 
the wilhes of his fovereign, thé expectation 
of the whole .army, and facrifice to love, his 
duty, his. country, and his gloryd: Amidfl 
this agonizing content of Oppoiite feelings, 
he retired with Lara, from the thronging 
multitude. -, . /-./.:,u-: -. -

Then, throwing himfeif into the arms of 
that faithful friend, he bathed his counter 
nance with his tears : he repeated a thou-
fand times the oath he had fworn to his 
miftrefs, that he would ever refpect the life 
of Almanzor. He pointed out to him what 
an infuperable obfiacle, his victory muft op-
pofe to his marriage with the princefs,-—the 
grief and rage of Muley-Haffém,—the threats 
of Zulema, for ever to ftiffle her love for 
him, if he mould thed her brother's blood : 
file will ceafe to love me ! cried he in defpair. 
No, my friend, no, you cannot compre
hend, no, you cannot conceive how terrible 

VOL, III, O the 
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the misfortune of being no longer loved by 
Zulema! Abfence. from her I can endure, 
all the pains, and torments of jealoufy I can 
bear, I Can wait even an age, and: drag out 
a mournful existence, if I may have the hapi 
pinefs of feeing her but for one moment; 
But, to violate my plighted faith, to draw 
upon me her hatred, Great God k the hatred 
of Zulema!- -No, my friend, I had rather 
die, I had rather loSe my vain glory, I had 
rather that thou fhouldeft thyfeif take away 
my life, before I commit this horrible crime, 

Lara liftened in Silence. He needed not 
to remind him of his duty to his country: 
Gonfalvo's tears proved Sufficiently that he 
remembered it. Lara preffed him to his 
heart, and dreading the refuSal which he 
forefaw, in a timid voice offered to Sight in 
the place of his friend. The hero rejected 
this offer ; it was humiliating to his courage, 
and alarming to his friendship. With AI-
manzor the danger is great, nor will Gon-
falvo yield it: would GonSalvo expoSe a life 
dear to him above all others ! This idea alone 
makes him Shudder, He earnestly forbids 

Lara. 
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•Lara to urge farther; he reproaches hirnfelf 
for having faid too much; and refolving to 
difcharge his duty, determines to employ all 
his ftrength and addrefs, to,prefer ve his own 
life, without attacking the life of his enemv. 

While he conceived this chimerical hope, 
night advancing, with her ftars, at daft en
gaged the two friends to take a fhort period 
of repofe together. They were Suddenly 
awakened by one of the foldiers who guard
ed the gates. ... . *-; ' 

Great captain,,faid he to Gonfalvo, come, 
and hear one of thole Troubadours who 
wander through all Spain, tinging the ex
ploits of heroes,- and the pains of faithful 
lovers. Alone, and by the intrenchments,. 
he afks an interview with you. 

At thefe words, the amorous Gonfalvo, 
imagining that the whole world muft fpeak 
to him of Zulema, haftily arofe, required his 
friend to remain behind him, and repaired 
with the foldier to the gates. 

Hardly was he at the height of the ram-
part, when he perceived at a diftance the 
Troubadour, wrapped in a large mantle, 

O 2 Handing 
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Standing by the edge of the trench, and ting
ing'thefe foft words to the listening centinels. 

"Soldier, thou who guarded thefe battle
ments, leaning on thy long lance, bring me 
to Speak with thy hero \ I need his affiflance 
to relieve fome painful ills. 

•" From city to city, I fing beauty, glory, 
and love. Beauty, glory, and love, are all 
the fortune of the Troubadour. A moment, 
ere it be day, receive me within thefe walls. 

" In the gentle bands of fraternal affection 
are we attached to the feeling and generous 
warriour. This union is and ought to be 
lading. Our lyre makes him immortal 
whom the vigour of his own arm renders 
terrible." 

At thefe founds of a voice which he knew, 
and moved by the air of myStery in which 
the Stranger concealed himfelf, the hero im
patiently commanded the gateto be opened, 
and ran to the Troubadour. He viewed 
him by the light of the moon. It was the 
faithful Amina, one of Zulema's Slaves, who. 
was thus difguifed. He uttered a cry of joy, 

and 
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and eagerly enquired for her whom his foul 
adored. •; • 
- She is in that wood, faid the Have, pointing 

to a thick grove nigh the ramparts. This 
ther has fhe come from Grenada, to fee and 
fpeak with you. By her order I have af-
fumed this difguife, in order to obtain adr 
million within your walls": I come to find 
you, Gonfalvo, and to conduct you to her. 

The hero inftantly.went on. He quickly 
left the Have who wras to be his guide far 
behind. ' He ran, reached the grove, raw 
the princefs, and fell at her feet. He at? 
tempted to fpeak: but tears of joy interrup
ted his incoherent words. He prefied the 
hand of his miftrefs, and covered it with his 
kiffes. But,- Zulema gently withdrew it j 
and returning a firm tone of voice wdiich had 
been at firft rendered faint and tremulous 
by her emotion: 

What is this I have heard ? faid fhe. What 
a dreadful report has forced me to leave 
Grenada, to feek you thus alone, by night, 
in this lonely wood, and to betray at once 
all the duties which I owe to my father, to 

my 
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my country, and to myfelf ? Is it true, that 
to-morrow you die, or flay my brother ? Is 
k true that the fword with which I armed 
you, m.uft pierce the heart of Almanzor? 

Zu-lema, replied Gonfalvo, accumulate not 
a new weight of forrow upon the unfortu
nate. Almanzor has defied me: and my 
Sovereigns have accepted the challenge. My 
Sovereigns, and our whole army have in
truded their caufe into my hands. Could I 
deny myfelf to their requeft ? Could I make 
known our fecret engagements ? or expofe 
my courage to their fufpicions ? No, this 
you could not defire; you yourfelf would 
have forbidden me to debafe myfelf in the> 
eyes of my country, and to incur its con-; 
tempt. But, Sets your heart at eafe; to
morrow, Shall my fword and lance ferve on
ly for my own defence: to-morrow, I will 
rather die, than aim at the life of Almanzor % 
I Shall be but too happy thus to die for all 
that I hold dear, for honour and for Zulema. 

Hear, replied the princefs; I am but a 
weak woman, little informed in the barba
rous laws which urge heroes to murther one 

another. 
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another. Perhaps I. might remind you of 
your oaths, and afk if honour, the faered 
honour of pure minds, which is not always 
that of warriours, does not forbid you to 
point your fword againft the brother of 
your miftrefs, in violation of the moft fo-
lemn promifes, by which my virtuous father 
muft die in defpair ;• but I adore thee, Gon-
falvo ; and all that concerns thy glory, be
comes refpechable in my eyes. Think not 
that I am come to vex you with counfels 
difhonourable to you, to abufe my power 
over you, by demanding you to act meanly; 
no, Gonfalvo-, fear not this. I come to fwear 
that you only have I ever loved, and to my 
laft moments, you will I love; I come, de
termined to die, to bid you a laft farewel—-

O heavens! interrupted the hero, and you 
will—! Would you but hear me; could you 
know my ills, I might leave it with you to 
determine whether I ought longer to endure 
life. I muft acquaint you with rny motives 
for doing violence on a life which belonged 
to you alone. Know what has paffed : know 
that it is from the higheft pitch of happ.Inefŝ  

I am 
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I am thus fuddenly plunged into the.abyfe 
of mifery. I had told ail to my father ; and 
had won upon his feeling heart; Secretly 
warned that the. impious Alamar was., rail 
continuing his machinations- a'gainft me, we 
intended to remove from Grenada, and.to 
flee for ever from. BoabdiL A fhip r̂ron 
board which our wealth had.'been already 
conveyed, was intended to carry us to Sicily, 
There you might have joined us afibon as 
peace or a truce had permitted you to leave 
your fovereigns. There, peaceably fettied 
among Chriftians, and profelfing your holy 
religion, which has fo long been mine, I 
might have pledged my faith to you before 
your altars. The belt of fathers would have' 
given his content. There,. peaceful, un
known, forgotten by the reft of the world, 
concerned only to pleafe one another, tor 
make that refpeclable old man happy, to en
joy thofe pure pleafures which fouls pure as 
Ours muft enjoy together, we ftdould have 
pafled in joy that fhort fpan of life which, 
heaven grants to man, too fhort indeed for 
the fondhefs and felicity of love. While I 

was 
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was fondly rrmfing on thefe dreams of hap-
pinefs, J was informed that, to-morrow, 
you were to flay my brother, or to fall by 
his. hand.—For be not deceived, Gonfalvo, 
think not, that thou canft meet Almanzor, 
and efcape death thyfelf, without flaying 
him. My brother who is valiant as thou art, 
and equally prachifed in your terrible art, has 
vowed to fall himfelf, or facrifi.ee thee to the 
fafety of his country. My brother abides by 
his oaths. His caufe is better than thine. He 
feeks to deliver his country ; thou to Sub
jugate our's. He fights to Save a wife; you, 
to render for ever impoffible that marriage, 
that fond marriage, already difficult through 
a multitude of obftacles, but of which the 
pleafing hopes were neceflary to my exif-
tence. If fortune be equal, and heaven juft, 
you mult fall; and think you that I could 
furvive you ? If you triumph, I muft hate 
you; and I had rather die, than hate you. 
Adieu, then, my unfortunate friend, adieu, 
while I may yet addrefs you by the tender 
name of friend, fpeak to you, look upon 
you, prefs, without a crime, that dear hand 
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which I once hoped to join with mine, that* 
Band which, within an hour '<—Adieus. 
Gonfalvo-, adieu for evedv-^-^-'^ 3 ? 0 i ? - ' 

As (fie fald-thefe laft words, artrepldation' 
Seized her. She, with an effort, dropped; 

the hand of Gonfalvo, repeated her adieu In. 
an almoft inarticulate voice", -madearV-attempt 
tb retire-, and" after fhe had proceeded a few 
paces, funk down, and fainted away; 

1 The hero flew to raife.her. Her Save raa> 
to aid her. But-, nought could recall her to-
life and fenfation. And now the firft rays-
.©f morn began to Sparkle on the horizon. 

: GonfaivoS in. an inconceivable tranfporp 
of-- contending- pafitens ; deeply Impaffionecf: 
with love, and oporefled: with heaving fobs .̂ 
faw day appear, yet durfl. not quit his mif-
treSs. He Saw her pale and lifeleSs, her he-ad-
lianging languid, her hair difhevelled. He 
Bore her up in his arms, and-. Selt the tears 
which; fell from Zniema's eyedids, Still flow 
upon his trembling hands. The hero was 
confounded; his reafon loft its energy; he 
thought no more of the promlfed combat j-
he.thought only of his mlitrefs. and of all' 

,- - : ' the 
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rthe world, faw only her..- Time parted, qn.̂  
the hour approached; he; forgot—,—when 
his eyes were Suddenly turned upon, his 
fword, upon that Sword of the Cid which 
his king had.given him. The fight of the 
fword rendered him motionlefs. The name, 
'the great name which he recollected, the 
talk to which he had been chofen, the blood 
•of the father of Chimena, Shed by Rodrigo, 
notwithstanding his love, -all, -in .an inftant, 
reminded Gonfalvo of the duties which he 
was about to betray. A'warm blufh tinged 
his countenance; a cold Sweat bedewed his 
•limbs ; tire image of Lara "prefented itfelf to 
his eyes, -pf Lara who-was waiting for him, 
and anfweri-ng to the army for the honour., 
and for the glory of his friend—j—morning 
had already appeared-—and doubts might 
perhaps have arifen-: Gonfalvo uttered a 
dreadful-cry. He delivered into the hands 
of Amina, the precious burthen -which he 
held, pretfed Zulema's hand to his lips, left 
her, haftily returned, recommended ;her.. to 
the care of her Slave, again Seized her hand, 
and bedewed it with his tears. Summoned 

P 2 Up 
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up all his ftrength, tore himfelf away from 
the object of his love, and afraid of turning 
his head, proceeded on his way to Santa Fe. 

He had not advanced beyond the fkirts of 
the wood, when he heard cries and groans, 
and lav/ a troop of horfemen entering the 
wood, and filling the air with cries of fune
real lamentation. Thefe were the forrow-
ful Bereberes whom Zora had left at Car
ina in a. Concerned for the fate of that 
young wife, they had fought her fince the 
preceding day, and had learned that ihe had 
perifhed before the Chrifidan walls. Deep-
ly imprefled with grief, and burning for 
vengeance, they no fooner perceived Gon
falvo, than, in their third: for Spanifh blood, 
they joined to attack him. The hero drew 
his fword, and Sheltering himfelf behind the 
trees which alone could protect him from 
this multitude of aflailants, he engaged, on 
foot, and without a cuirafs, in the mold pe
rilous of combats. Many Bereberes fell by 
his-arm. But, being forced to flee from 
tree to tree, the hero, in defpair, faw ftill a 
new enemy fucceed, as a former was van

quished? 
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quifhed. The time went on ; the fun arofe, 
and by this time, {hone full in the heavens. 
Gonfalvo renewed his efforts. He attempt
ed to feize a horfe ; but the Numidian hor-
fes avoided him, having leárnt to'obey only 
their own mailers. He endeavoured to force 
his way among the oppofing lances of his 
foes. But, the Bereberes, light as air, clofed 
round and preffed upon him, on all hands. 

Meanwhile, the brave Almanzor had, by 
day-break, called for his arms. Yet weak 
from his wounds, but fultained by the vir
tue of his heart, and by his love to his coun
try, he fancied himfelf in full pofleffion of 
all his vigour, and had never felt greater ar
dour. He put on his brilliant cuirafs, and 
over it a coat of mail impenetrable to the 
iharpeft weapon. On his head he put a tur
ban, inlaid with a triple plate of fieei. He 
fattened it wdth a brazen chain. A purple 
mantle hung down to his girdle, from which, 
by long golden rings, depended a fcymetar 
from a forse of Damafcus. He took his 
lance and buckler 3 and being now ready to 

leave 
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leave Ms tent, firft kneeled before the moft 
High: 

God of victory and of JTiftice, faid he, in 
,-an elevated voice 5 thou who triefi the hu
man heart, and" knoweft, my hopes-; thou 
.knoweft that for thy holy law, for the main
tenance of thy worfhip, and to fave my 
-country from Servitude, I this day go out to 
"meet the greateft of warriours. Make my 
vigour to equal my courage. Render thy 
Soldier worthy -of thy caufe. If my hour is 
come, if my deftiny is fulfilled, God of mer
cy, take thou care of my wife. From the 
exaltation of thy throne, deign to watch o-
<ver her, and fave her from finking under 
her farrow. O Allah, I Shall not complain 
of death, if Moraima may furvive me. 

After uttering thefe words, wMch were 
accompamed with feme tears, the hero arofe 
with an auguft air, and went with hafty fieps 
towards the foaming Steed, who was led for
ward by four flaves. He vaulted upon his 
back, ftruck his buckler, and proceeded 
calmly towards the Scene deftined for the 
the approaching combat. 

The. 
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The army of the Moors, under the com
mand of Boabdil, Mm'ey-Haffem", and Ala-
mar, followed clofe after. Its Squadrons-
Spread over the plain. Old Muley, clad in 
arms, and riding on a young courier, came 
to embrace his generous Son. He.-'could not 
Speak to him ; but their hearts mutually un"~ 
derftood each other. The- venerable old-
man foon retired to hide his tears-; andthe-
great Aknanzor, with a calm and fter'h air, 
awaited in the middle, of thedifis, the;enemy 
whom he had defied. 

The Spaniards, nearly at the Same time, 
came out in troops from their/ city. Ferdk 
nand, who flew at their head, drew out the 
battalions, himfelf.. He formed a front e» 
qual to that of the Moors, diSpoSed his ca
valry in two wings, under the command of 
Aguilar and Medina; confiding the centre 
to Nugnez, he himSelS, with the knights of 
Calatrava, oppofed king Boabdil. Isabella* 
from the height of the ramparts, animated 
her Soldiers by her prefence. They waited 
®nly for Gonfaivo, to give the laft Signal. 

The 
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The anxious Lara who fought, but dared 

not to call upon him—-Lara running round 
the ramparts, law the two armies met. In 
the midft, he diftingniflxed Almanzor alone, 
filently awaiting, and looking round for his 
tardy enemy. Soon after he heard him call 
on Gonfalvo ; but none made anfwer. The 
Moors raifed cries of exultation. The Spa
niards ftood aftoniihed, and murmured. 
The two armies foon concurred to accufe 
GonfalyO, l 

Lara was in an agony of fliame, grief, and 
rage. His friend was infulted. Lara would 
no more. He ran to where the hero had. 
left his arms. He put them haftily on, took 
up the famous buckler, on which was the 
immortal phoenix, mounted Gonfalvo's fteed, 
drew- down his vizor, and rode off at full 
gallop, to meet Almanzor. 

At this light, at fight of the phoenix, the 
Caftilians fhouted for joy, the Moors were 
filent. Almanzor ftood ready. The trum
pet founded. 

1 ike two furious eagles, meeting from 
north and loutn, cutting the air with rapid 

wings. 
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wings, and falling to the ground as they 
meet, the t w o heroes preffed together in the 
area,- and their deeds were overthrown by 
the fhock. Then on foot, with their fwords 
in their hands, they meet and ftrike, fteel 
cuts fleet; and their armour emits fparksof 
fire. : The Moor, being of larger, fize, and 
more dexterous, laid thick his terrible Strokes. 
The Spaniard, Stronger and better armed, 
protected himfelf, and attacked wdth greater 
Caution and efficacy. They both, lofing not 
an inch of ground, Standing fixed in the 
famefpot, fought the joints of their armour, 
aimed at their fides, reached to the cafque, 
parried, attacked, advanced, and turned 
from.fide to fide in ah inftant". Still hold-
ing out their bucklers, and detecting each 
others defigns, they difappointed and pre
vented them. But neither could avail him
felf of the movement which he had forefeem 
The eye could hardly follow their fwords, 
which were raffed, were turned down, mo
ved rapidly about, and eroded each other 
without Striking. The blood did not yet 

VOL. III. Q . flow, 
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flow. The victory was ftiil uncertain. No
thing but fatigue could determine it. 

At laft, the impatient Almanzor, willing 
to die provided he might die triumphant, 
firft threw away his buckler, retreated three 
Heps backwards, feized with both hands, his 
terrible fcy.rnetar, and returning with the 
Impetuous velocity of thunder, ftruck his 
amazed enemy. Th e- blade divided the fhield 
and cut the culrafs of Lara';: and the. point 
piercing Msibreaft, made a large wound, out 
©f which the blood inftantly gufhed.- Lara 
fell down upon one knee. The Moor now 
full of hope, ftrove to repeat the ftroke. But, 
the Spaniard, feizing the irdtant when the 
movement of his arms raifed his coat, of 
mail, gave him afure ftroke in the groin, and 
left his weapon flicking in the hero's bowels. 

Almanzor although thus ftruck, ftill con
tinued to ftrike. Lara, being again wound
ed fell down upon the fand. The prince of 
Grenada flood victorious, for fome moments. 
He foon daggered, fell, and meafured the 
ground near where Lara lay weltering in his-
blood. They were both riling,, and- with 

feeble. 
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feeble hands feeking in vain for the fword 
which each had dropped, when a Christian 
warriour appeared in the plain, uttering loud 
ihouts interrupted by fobs. He puflied on, 
goring the tides of his foaming Steed : he in
voked the names of honour, -juftice, and 
friendihip. 

The Caftiiians, by his red helmet, thought 
him the brave Lara. The Moors SuppoSed 
him a traitor, corning in to flay Almanzor. 
They haStily advanced towards him. The 
Spaniards followed him. The two armies 
met, and furiouily attacked each other. 
They were intermingled together, their arms 
ei-aihed, blood'ftrearned, warriours fell, and 
the plain was covered with the flain. 

Gonfalvo, for it was he, having at laft 
difengaged himfelf from-the Bereberes, could 
find no other arms, but thofe of his friend. 
He now flew-to-Lara,-Sprang to the ground, 
raifed him in his arms, felt his heart dill 
beat, and committed him to the Caftiiians, 
that they might carry him to Santa Fe! 
Then running towards Almanzor, whom 
the Aiabez were Striving, in vain, to Sue-
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eour, he uttered loud cries of grief at feeing 
him deftitute of life. He frayed the Arra-
gonefe who were ready to throw themfelves 
upon the Moors, and idmfell defended from 
his own friends, the body of the hero for 
whom he wept,-protecting the retreat of the 
Alabez, while they bore him away upon their 
bucklers, When he faw them gone, he fei-
zed the near eft fteed, drew the fword of the 
Cid, and urging into the thickeft of the fray, 
wildly actuated at once by defpair, love and 
rage, he eagerly fought dangers, rufhed in
to, them, that he might fail, attacked, hew
ed down, and overthrew the thickeft batta* 
lions, returned Into the midft of pointed the 
lances, bedewed the earth with blood, called 
upon death, defied, implored, and braved it. 

Ferdinand, Cortez, and Aguilar, on this 
important day, furpafied their former deeds 
in arms; but their exploits were nothing, 
compared with thofe of Gonfaivo. More 
rapid, mure dreadful than thunder, he ran 
through the hoftile army, Spreading every 
where death and fear. He flew, difperfed, 
deftroyed ail that attempted to oppofe his 
paflagc, opened out a large Space round him, 

on 
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on which, his victims fell down in heaps, and 
ftili urged on his weary Steed, who could 
hardly make his way amidft the armour, and 
the dead bodies. 

Amidft this dreadful carnage, the tumult, 
the cries, and flying enemies, the hero per-
ceived MuleyddafTem attacked by four Spa
niards, defending his faint remains of life, 
and calling • on the name of the fon whom 
he had loft. This dreadful fight renewed 
the Sorrows of Gonfalvo. He fprung for
ward, flew upon the. ruffians, and inftantly 
difperfed them. He gave the old man his 
horfe, flood by his fide, covered him with 
his body, guided him through the fray, 
Shewed him Grenada at a diftance, and open
ed out the way to it. 

While he was thus employed, Alamar, 
the terrible Alamar, who had flain Velafco, 
Zunega, Manreze, and Giron ; Alamar, co
vered with blood, prefented himSelf before 
Gonfalvo. They both flopped at fight of 
one another. They had never Seen each o-
ther beSore; but by their mutual hatred, 
each knew his foe. Gonfalvo was on foot j 
the fierce African rode up againfi him. The 

Spaniard 
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Spaniard dexteroufly avoided the affault, and 
with a back blow, eat away the impetuous 
animal's hams. Alamar fell. Gonfalvo ftruck 
him. The ferpent's hide refilled the hero's 
blows. Surprifed at this, he feized Alamar, 
clafped him clofe, twilled his limbs about his, 
Struggled with him, and laid him on the fand. 
Then prefling upon him with the weight of 
his body was about to ftiffle him, when the 
Zegries and Africans -coming up from all 
quarters,joined againft Gonfalvo. Gonfalvo, 
releafing his victim, ftood up, and alone, re
fitted the troop. Supported upon a pile of 
dead bodies, covered with hisbroken buckler, 
placing his feet on four Africans who, dying, 
bit the duft, railing his head, extending his 
arm, and Shewing his thundering fword, he 
inCulted them, threatened them, and gave the 
king time to come up, with his knights. The 
•Moors inftantly fled. Alamar was carried 
away among their fquadrons. They made 
hafte, pafled through -their camp, which they 
could no longer hope todefend, and leaving 
to their enemies their tents, their riches and 
jjrovifions, fought refuge within their walls, 
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DESPAIR of Gonfalvo, Truce granted, at his 
requefil. Regrets of the people of Grenada, 
Grief of Muley-Haffem and Zulemd. Mife-
rable condition of Moraima. Death of that 
jrrincefs, . Funerat of 'Almanzor and his 
fpoufe. Gonfalvo goes in fearch of Zulema. 
He is feized, and put in chains. Infults and 
torments prepared, for him by Boabdih Zu
lema defcends into his dungeon. She brings 
him poifon. He juflifies himfelf. Alamar 
comes to carry away the hero. He leads him 
out to punifhmeni. The Spaniards affault 
the city. Alamar runs and fav.es Grenada. 
Exploits of Alamar. Unexpected aid brought 
to the Moors, The Spaniards defeated. 
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BOOK NINTH. 

THE virtuous man when injured, the 
innocent when abufed and oppreffed, 

find within them fources o f confolation, and 
ftrength to fupport them under adverfity. 
They examine their confidence; and this 
fupreme, infallible judge, whofe feverity par
dons nothing, whofe murmurs are chaftife-
ment, faves them from remorfe; the only 
punlfhment their hearts can dread. But the 
true lover, even in victory, amid fuccefs 
and triumph, becomes only the more to be 
pitied, if he fears the reproaches o f her 
whom he loves. What can vain praifes avail 
him, or what the homage and the refpecb of 
the whole World ? It is the Suffrage, and the 
efteem of his miftrefs which he needs. With
out her efteem, he is not Sure of meriting 
his own. His foul which is no longer with-

r 

in himfelf, fees and judges with other eyes; 
and his virtue, proud, and independent:, in 
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the prefence of the whole world, trembles 
and dares not truft its own innocence, if 
the object it adores can fufpect it of guilt. 

Gonfalvo, covered with glory, proved 
but too bitterly this painful truth ; Alman-
zor was no more; and his lifter would be
lieve Gonfalvo his murtherer.; Lara was per
haps dying; and Gonfalvo was-the caufe of 
his' death. Thefe afliicding ideas alone filled 
his heart during the. battle, and made, him 
ardently feek dangers and death; Angry 
withdrimfelf, and enraged at fortune, when 
he law no more enemies, he left his compa
nions ;. and without {peaking to Ferdinand, 
.without:- difcoyering hlrnielf to the.army, 
fiew to .Lara. •.-... - -

ISabella was. with him. His wounds were 
not mortal. Gonfalvo uttered cries of joy. 

He made him repeat an hundred times, 
the dear afiurance that it was fo. He pref-
fed his.friend in his-arms, bathed him with 
his tears, mixed with his.tender careffes the 
moft painful reproaches. Kneeling near his 
bed, he called him his tutelary deity, rela-> 
ted,; and published, aloud what friendship 

had--
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ffeao made him undertake, and declared that 
to him the honour was due. 

After this public acknowledgement, the 
hero retired with Ifabella, informed her of 
his violent-paffion, of his oaths, and of all 
his fecrets. He informed theauguft queen 
how that favours and gratitude -for ever 
bound Gonfalvo to the daughter of Muley-
Haffem; how that having met her in the 
foregoing night, his return had-been retard-
ed by the attack of the Bereberes. He laid 
little-of Ms-exploits among thofe numerous 
arTailants, 'but exaggerating his fault, "in or
der to augment the glory of his friend. -

Ifabella heard and admired him; and Sym
pathized in his for rows.' She cpnfole'd him, 
encouraged him, proniifed to ufe her endea. 
vours to juftify him to his miftrefs, and re
move the ill-grounded hatred which old Mu-
ley-Hafiem mud have conceived againft him. 
From this moment, Zulema became dear to 
the feeling heart of the queen. She had la
ved the life of Gonfalvo; fhe adored the 
•God of the Chriftian. Ifabella called her, 

• v ' ,R -2 daughter,. 
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daughter, and was impatient to unite bet; 
to the hero. 

In the mean time, the king of Arragon, 
after having given up the Moorifh camp to 
pillage, brought back his troops to Santa Fe. 
Envoys from Boabdil foon after arrived. 
They came to beg a peace, and Submitted 
to pay tribute. The peace was refufed. 
But, Gonfalvo earneftiy imploring Ifabella, 
the queen, to pleafe him, granted a truce 
for feveral days. 

Alas ! after the fall of Almanzor, the ruin 
o f the Moors was inevitable. This misfor
tune alone rendered them infenfible to all 
Others. Men, women, old men, and chil

dren, putting alhes on their heads, and tear
ing their garments, crowded out into the 
places of public meeting ; and as they met, 
groaned, looked on one another, and cried, 
embraced, and mingled their tears. The 
foldiers, pale, and trembling, fled before 
the citizens who reproached and infulted 
them for the lofs of their general. Some 
propofed to quit Grenada which had now 
no rampart to defend it. Others accufed 

heaven. 
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heaven, intuited their falfe prophet, and ad
ded blafphemy to their complaints. They all 
announced to Boabdil the approaching end 
of his impious reign, and regarded the death 
of Almanzor, as the vengeance of heaven 
upon Boabdil's crimes. 

Zulerna, fall more to be pitied,—Zulema 
who made no doubt but her brother had 
been flain by her lover, would have put a 
voluntary end to her life, had it not been 
for the duties flie full owed to Mulev- She 
could not, without a crime, forfake the old 
man whofe Iaft fupport fbe was. Shutting 
herfelf up with him in the Aibayzin, and 
and kilting away his tears, the heard her un
happy father, an hundred times demand a-
gain from heaven, that fen who was the 
object of his tendernefs, that Ton who was 
his only confolation under all the ills he had 
fullered. He had loft his Leonora; he 
had been robbed of his crown ; he had feen 
his friends perifh; Almanzor at leaft remain
ed to him. He called unon his dear Alman-
zor, and could not endure to think that he 
Should be ravlfhedfrom him. In his delL 

rium, 
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Tium, he fancied that he faw, that he heard, 
J:hat he ftifi' embraced that dear Son, when 
he embraced his difconfoiate daughter. And 
when he found his errour, he pufhed her 
from him, beat his breait, tore his white 
hairs, and fcattered them about with impre
cations, called for his arms, and would go 
out to -the field of battle, would go to tear 
in pieces the heart of that barbarous Gon-
falvo whofe hand had flain his fon. The 
name of Gonfalvo affected him with a degree 
of. horrour which his enfeebled fenfes could i 

not bear. He fell down, exhaufted by fuf-
fering, in the arms of his daughter, who 
Iierfelf wanted ftrength to bear her Sorrows. 

But who can exprefs how terrible - the 
blow to Moraima ? Who can tell what fhe 
felt, when, with her own eyes, fhe faw the 
full extent of her misfortune. Alas! through 
the whole night that preceded this fatal com
bat, Moraima, proftrate before the altars, 
had invoked the prophet. She called on 
him to defend the hero who defended, who 
by Such fiibiirnity of virtue did honour to 
ids .holy religion. ; She conjured the moil; 

High 
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High to prefervehis | nobleft work, and ..to 
leave long upon earth'an example of juftice 
and of honour. Vlain prayer! MOraima-re-
tired from the mofque. She was.defcending 
fiowly when flie faw—•—-Almighty God! is 
it thus thou trieft the frailty of human: vir
tue ? She faw her bleeding hufband brought 
in by the Alabez. The effect.of thunder .is 
not: more rapid. She. could not. cry, ftde 
could not move, but fell and rolled down 
the marble fteps. Her- head thrice ftruck 
the fteps I her blood flowed by three wounds j 
and her lifelefs body was ftopged at -/the feet 
of the. Alabez. ~ri )o be in* ~ '•• -. 
. They received, and raifed her up. Nought 

could recal her to. fenfa-tion. She was car. 
ried. away- with; Almanzor,. pale .̂-bleedifigj. 
disfigured like the -hero who Was now no 
more. Their-, livid faces met; their-inter
mingled hair flowed upon the fand; their 
clothes were ftained with each other's blood, 
It might have been fuppofed that they had 
both died by one wound. <• ± • • . ; 

At laftj after feveral hours, Moraima o-
gened her eyedids; opened them only to 

weep*. 
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weep. Surrounded by her flaves, by her 
women,' by her female friends, who wafhed 
her painful wounds; fhe filentiy Suffered 
their cares, coldly left them to prefs her in 
their arms,, anfwered only with faint figns 
to the tender words in which they addrefied 
her, Seemed to Summon up her ftrength, 
that fhe might refign herfelf to her fate, and 
in a calm voice afked to fee her huiband. 

In vain did they befeech her to renounce 
this Sorrowful defife-,-' and not embitter the 
ills which were already more than fhe could 
bear. She gently periifted in her requeft, 
commanded in a voice of intreaty, and with 
a firm Hep, advanced to where the body of 
the hero was laid on a bed of purple. 

Moraima flopped before him, long gazed 
with a fixed eye upon him; without fpeak-
ing a word, or heaving ä figh. Her flaves 
terrified at this awful filence, haftily remo
ved any arms that there was a chance of her 
Seizing. Moraima perceiving it, Smiled grim
ly upon them. She went nearer to her Auf
band, took, and killed his hand, and drew 
from his finger an enchafed Sapphire which 

Almanzor 
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Almanzor ufed always to wear. Thus mif-
trefs of this ring^ fhe turned her eyes with 
more ferenity upon the eyes of the hero, 
twice bowed before him, put her pale lips 
on his, and prefled them long. Then flow-
ly retiring, fhe returned, again looked on 
him, nodded with her head a laid adieu, in 
which fhe feemed to fay with an air of mild-
nefs,. I will not leave thee long,—and retur
ned to her own apartment. 

She there fliut herfeif up alone, and re
mained for feveraf hours. Her flaves, al
though uneafy, durft not break in upon her; 
At lalt they broke open the doors, and found 
Moraima cold in.death. All affiftance was 
vain: fhe expired, and was.no more. ' The 
ring of Almanzor was furnifhed with poifon, 
which the hero, for fear of Boabdil, had 
carried always about him. 

This new calamity could not but add to the 
general diftrefs of Grenada. The king, and 
the people, in confternation, availed them-
felves of the truce, and difcharged the ob-
fequies of the huiband and the wife. One 
grave was prepared for both, in a wood at 
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fdme diftance from the city, where reft the 
allies of princes, foldiers, and citizens. The 
infantry went foremoft. The foldiers, filent 
in their ranks* drooping their heads upon 
their bucklers, with their faces bathed- in 
tears, and- their arms reverfecL; proceeded 
with flow- and equal fteps, meafured by the 
mournful beating of drums veiled in crapes. 
The cavalry followed, trailing their ftandards 
in the duft. Slaves led the mourning fteeds 
of Almanzor, covered with long, black hou
sings, bearing the turban, the lance, and the 
feymetar of the hero. Thofe courfers, once -
fio proud, when they bore their mafter out 
to battle, feemed now fenfible of their lofs. 
They drooped their heads to the ground, 
couldhardly drag along their tardy feet, and" 
went on, fweeping^he,fand with their long,, 
tufted manes. 

After them walked an hundred young; 
boys, crowned with cyprefies and white rofes, 
and bearing vafes filled with perfumes. An 
hundred young maidens followed, ftrewing 
flowers upon Almanzor and Moraima who 
were borne in one coffin, by the chiefs of 
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the Alahez. The Imams came" clofe behind, 
praying, in a low voice, to the angel of 
death, to conduct thefe pure fouls, to the 
blefled abode prepared for martyrs. Next 
came king Boabdil, with his Court, Alamar, 
and the Zegries around him, who, at leaft 
pretended to fhed tears. The venerable 
Muley, the unfortunate Zulema, were un
able to accompany the proeeffion: and they 
alone remained within the city. The peo
ple, clothed in mourning, maintaining a So
lemn filence, followed with flow fteps, the 
rfacred remains of the daft ftay of the empire. 

Arriving. in the folitary wood which was 
called by them the foreft of tears, they de-
pofited the bodies in the grave. The Imams 
,prayed. Soon after, the virgins, in a plain
tive voice began the hymn of death. They 
all turning their eyes upon the ground, and 
crofling their hands upon their bread, liften*.-
•ed to this fong of forrow. 

" Mourn, family of Ifmael; the greatefl 
of thy brothers is fallen ; he, whofe virtues 
won to us the favour of the Moft High. In
vincible as our fathers ^ like them, alas! lie 

S 2 was 
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was mortal, too. Mourn, family of Ifmael § 
the greateft among thy fons is fallen ! 

" When the cedar falls whofe green head 
towered aloft in the air, and thundering, as 
it falls, fhakes the forefts far and wide, the 
forrowing fliepherdeffeSj with tears,-demand 
another {hade from heaven. Mourn, family 
of Ifmael; the greateft among thy fons is 
fallen. 

" Fatal day! O day of for row, when 
this lovely pair died together ; and virtue, 
love, and virtue links into the fame tomb! 
The remembrance of thee amidft our naile
ries, fhall be ever dear, though painful. 
Mourn, family of Ifmael; the greateft among 
thy fons is fallen I" 

W bile this funereal hymn was fung, the 
Imams-elofed the ceremony. The earth co
vered the bodies of Almanzor and Moraima. 
A plain marked the f pot; and their names 
infcrih-ed upon the tomb, rendered it more 
facred than the proudeft Maufolea ever were. 

Alas ! the fame lively grief, the fame bit
ter and deep regret which the v/hole Moorifh 
people felt, oppreiied aifo the foul of Gon-' 

- * falvo, 
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felvo. With his own life, he would gladly 
have redeemed the life of the hero who was 
no more. The idea that Zulema believed 
him guilty, the fear that fhe might fink un
der her ills, that fide might hate him who 
lived for her alone,—all the torments of de= 
fpair deepened by anxious uncertainty, fell 
upon him together. He accufed all nature, 
and revolved an hundred wild projects in 
his mind: fometimes he would go to Gre
nada, and offer his head to his enemies; 
fometimes he determined to leave the liege, 
and retire into the defart. Preyed upon by 
fuch reveries, and by the delirium of a warm 
imagination, inflamed by the ardour of paf-
fion, he fighed. in reftlefs anxiety, changed 
•his purpcfes every moment, returned what 
he had rejected, and laid afide again that 
which he was ready to follow. To enhance 

his diitrefs, he durft not confide his griefs 
1 . . 

to his friend who was almoil dying,—to his 
friend, whofe valour was the innocent caufe. 
Yet he could not hide the agony that op-
preffed him, although he afcribed it to a dif
ferent motive. He deceived his friendfhip 



^42 -GONSALVO OF CORD0VA, 
•in delicacy, and diffembled his ills, left his 
friend's Sympathy might be too poignant. 

But, his ills were above his Strength. The 
hero could no longer endure them. Death, 
Suffering, and Shame, v/ere to him lefs dread
ful than the hatred of Zulema. To efcape 
It, he was ready to brave all. The truce 
which had been fworn to, gave him hopes 

. -of making his way into-Grenada. Even wi
thout the truce, he would have hazarded all 
for love. He .affirmed the drefs and the 
white rod by which heralds at arms are dif-
tinguifhed. He would take neither fword 
nor cuirafs; what v/as life to him, if he could 
not juftify himfelf? He informed no one of 
his purpofe, withdrew from the faithful Pe
dro ; and, alone, before day-break, march™ 
ed to the gates of Grenada. 

The guards deceived by the guife he wore. 
Suffered him to pafs, without oppofition. 
Gonfalvo advanced towards the Albayzin. 
He enquired after Zulema, faid that he was an 
envoy from Ifabella, and demanded a Secret 
conference with the daughter of Muley. 

He 
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He was obferved and queftioned: he was 
amufed with tedious delays. His firmnefs, 
his mild air, the dignified franknefs of his 
manners prevailed over all denial. Two 
Haves introduced him into-an ancient gal
lery, where the princefs having been infor
med by them of his approach; thought it her 
duty to receive the meffenger of Ifabella, 
Covered with a long black veil, and leaning; 
on the young Amina; fhe came flowly for-" 
ward, with tottering fteps. The hero no 
fooner perceived her than he rufhed forward, 
and fell at her feet. 

O you, faid he with tears, you on- whom 
B'dare not lift up my eyes 

At this voice, and at fight of him, Zule
ma, trembling, and confounded, turned a-
way her eyes, and made an effort to retire. 
Hear me, cried Gonfalvo,, or order me to 
death. It is death I feek and wife for. On 
my knees, I beg it of yon—that death which 
is to me an hundred times lefs terrible than 
your hatred or difdain. My hands, O Zu
lema, are pure : deign to turn thy eyes upon 
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me ;. deign to look on- an unfortunate irfari 
who has not violated his oaths. Know * 

A loud, tumultuous noife hindered the 
hero from proceeding. Boabdil, king Boab
dil came in, followed- by his Zegries. An 
hundred.- fiddlers, with weapons in their 
hands, ruined at once upon Gonfalvo, feiz-
ed him, threw him down, and loaded him 
with fetters of brafs. Gonfalvo furprifed, and 
confounded, made no attempts to defend 
himfelf. Before Zfilema, -he retained no 
energy. The princefs uttered piercing cries s 
Muley-Haffem ran in, at the noife. He 
found- his daughter amidft the arms; and 
knew Gonfalvo in chains. The old mare 
flood fnotlonlefs. Boabdil thus addrefled 
h-im. .; 

He is in chains before' me, the terrible 
enemy who pierced the bofom of Aimanzor,-
who has filled Grenada with mourning, and 
was preparing to make us all his captives. 
Muley, thou feeft him before thee. Behold 
the proud Gonfalvo, that fierce Caftilian 
who regarded us all as his prey! Difhoneft 
purpofes have undoubtedly brought him wi-
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in thefe walls. The traitor thought to de
ceive our eyes. But two faithful Zegries 
who had once been the barbarian's prifoners, 
recognized him under this difguife. My 
victim cannot efcape me. Muley, behold in 
chains the conqueror of the Abencerragoes, 
the fierce murtherer of thy fon. Endure 
the horrour of the fight, by thinking of the 
vengeance which we thai! inflict. To-mor
row fhall this fcourge of the Moflem name 
expire in agonizing torments: to-morrow 
fhall this barbarian's blood befprinkle the 
grave of the great Almanzor. And, it is 
my pleafure, that before his death, this bafe 
Chriftian who thinks himfelf fo great, be gi
ven up to the infults of my people, till the 
rage and fury of Grenada be exhaufted on 
his head. 

He faid. Zulema trembled. Gonfalvo, 
In filence, viewed the tyrant with an eye of 
confidence, Muley mildly replied: 

Boabdil, let us not fpare the cruel Gon
falvo ; he fpared not my fon. The barba
rian ufed the rights of war ; ufe you them 
in your turn. Mine eternal forrow may 

VOL. III. T perhaps 
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perhaps be fdothed, when I fhall fee the 
murtherer of Almanzor flain on his tomb. 
I will witnefs the fpectacle. But, let his 
death fufhce. Let us immolate our enemy 
without farther outrage. Let us fhew our-
felves worthy of this higheft favour that 
heaven can beflow, and not irritate its j.uf* 
tice, fince its anger feems to be at length dif-
armed: and let us refpect-, while we deteft the 
conqueror of the greateft of men. 

The fanguinary Boabdil would hardly lit 
ten to.the words. The Zegries ftimulated 
his fury. He departed with his prifoner; 
he ordered him to be loaded with a double 
weight of fetters, furrounded him with a 
triple guard, caufed the gates of the city to 
be fhut; and followed by Muley, who drove' 
to bend him from his purpofe, took the way 
to the Alhambra. 

The rumour of this unexpected good for= 
tune Toon fpread through Grenada. The 
foldiers and citizens raifed fhouts of joy. 
All eagerly ran to fee that famous hero, that 
invincible, warriour, at whole name alone, 

they. 
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they had often turned pale. They preffed 
upon him, as he palled, fixed their keen 
eyes upon the captive whom they were no 
longer to fear, and yet ft-ill receded a few 
fteps, as his chains clanked. Thus, when 
the timorous hunters have at laft furprifed 
in their toils, the dreadful lion that wafted 
the plains, they crowd round the object from 
whom they before fled. They give them-
felves up £0 all the transports of exultation 
and ^of-vengeance. Yet they cannot, with
out a Secret horrour, view him who -has So 
long made them tremble. 

In the palace is a narrow dungeon, impe
netrable to the rays of light. Three brazen 
doors open into it. The rock in the midft 
of which it has been hewn out, affords no 
other pafiage for the admifiion of air, -but a 
long, oblique vent, clofed with ten iron 
grates. Into this dungeon was Gonfaivo 
caft, while preparations were made for his 
punifh.ment. Here loaded with ponderous 
chains which were fattened to the rock, he 
heard the fatal brazen doors Shut upon hir% 
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and remained alone with uncertainty and 
defpair. 

His great foul did not- link under thefe 
Sufferings , his Spirit robe againfl the harfh-
nefs'of deftiny. He faw death before him ; 
and faw it armed in terrours. He could not 
doubt that every imaginable torture would 
be exhauSted upon him. His courage fuf-
tained him againft all. Certainly determi
ned to die like a hero, and Sure that his glo
ry would be Immortal, and untarnished by 
his end, he fixed a hern eye on death and 
its Sorrows : But, to die without feeing Zu-
leuia, without convincing her of his inno
cence,—-this idea was terrible to him, this 
was the only fpecies of Suffering which he 
could not meet with firmneSs. 

The unhappy princeSs had remained in 
the Alhayzin, and. had yet hardly recovered 
her-Senfes. Chilled with horrour, and Sur
prise, She looked back on what She had Seen, 
remembered the lafi words, and tender oaths 
of Gonfaivo, what he had begun to offer 
in his purification, and the dangers which 
he had braved, to obtain an opportunity of 

Speaking 
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fpeaking to her ; and all concurring to per-
fuade her, that her lover was not guilty. 
Yet, he was to perifh. No human effort 
could fave him. It was not enough to the 
unfortunate Zulema, that fhe had loft her 
ftay, her brother, her only defender, that 
fhe had condemned herfelf to the torment 
of combatting inceffantly a fond paffion 
which conftantly occupied her heart, that 
fhe was gently tearing from. her breaft the 
dear image with which it was filled:-—It was 
not enough that fhe had borne the infuffera-
ble homage of' Alamar, and daily trembled 
under the fear of being delivered up to that 
barbarian: fhe muft alfo vdtnefs the pu-
mfhment of him whom fhe loved, punifh-
ment rendered more feyere by infamy,- and 
muft fee her deliverer, the greateft, the moft 
magnanimous of men, end a life of glory a-
mid difgrace and pain. 

O my brother, cried fhe, wert thou ftill 
alive, thou wouldeft not Suffer.thy country 
to difgrace herfelf by what She is now about 
to perpetrate; thou wouldeft Save a hero 
who, in his virtues, reSembies thee! His 

death. 
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-death and mine are inevitable; and although 
my love Ihould forget what I owe to his 
fhade, to our mutual engagements, to thy 
blood which has been fhed:—Yet the pre
cautions ufed by their barbarity, would ren
der my guilty efforts vain. But, I will not 
offend thy reflected fhade. I will not be
tray either my -duty, or the facred engage
ments by which we have been united, by 
withdrawing at leaft from fhame, the ene
my whom thy heart efteemed. O my bro
ther, thee do I implore, aflift me to hazard 
all, rather than be guilty of a crime againft 
thy country, rather than fully thy glory by 
an act of vengeance which thy pure and feel
ing mind would turn from, with horrour. 
From that moment, liffening only to the 
counfels of defpair, fhe ran to the Alabez, 
to perfuade them to open Gonfalvo's prifon. 
Her efforts were vain. The day was gone, 
before the tender Zulema could have any 
hope of accomplifhing her generous purpofe. 
Might came on, and the princefs, acquiring 
jsew confidence under its fhade, went her
felf to the prifon. She implored, fhe fuppli-

. catcd 
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eated the foldiers, to permit her to pene-; 

trate, but for a moment, into that horrible 
recefs. She demanded it in the name of Al-
manzor; and that great name, her prayers, 
her tears, the love, and the refpecf.- which 
the- virtuous Zulema ever infpired, at laft af
fected the rude minds of Boabdil's guardsi 
The gates opened and fhut upon the princefe. 
She entered, with a cup in one hand which 
fhe had concealed from every eye; in the 
other fhe held a lamp which burnt with a 
glimmering light. She advanced with trem
bling; fteps, and prefented herfelf before the 
hero. _« 

Gonfalvo, faid fhe, in a faint voice, you 
efieem me more than to expect me here. 
Had it been only tofave your life, my vir
tue had refufed fo much. Determined to 
die after you, I fhould have differed him to 
perifh who fparednot my brother, and fear
ed not to facrifice his miftrefs, and violate 
his vows. But, I muff preferve you- from 
difgrace and infamy; remembering that to 
Gonfalvo I owe my own fafety. You fa-
Ted my honour; and I wifh to acquit the 

deb£ 
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debt I owe you. You, cruel as you are, 
have fhewn me that honour is to you dear
er than love. Lefs criminal̂  but more un
fortunate, I dlfcharge my duty to both by 
bringing you this poifon. Take this cup, 
Gonfalvo, when I fliall have drunk half of 
its contents. This is the only fupporti 
mournful as it may be, which I can offer 
you againfl the tyrant's rage. Your death 
is inevitable: outrages and torments await 
you. Efeape the rage of the executioner, 
and die wdth me. Your death is perhaps 
due to my brother's fhade; by dying I fliall 
expiate the guilt which I incur by frill con
tinuing to love you. 

As fhe faid thus, fhe raifed the cup to her 
lips. A cry uttered by Gonfalvo held her 
hand. Hardly yet recovered ,from his fur-
prife, his joy, and his terrour, the hero rai
fed his chains, feized the cup, and falling 
©n his knees: 

How great is my prefent happinefs, faid 
he. I fee you ; I can fpeak to you ; I can 
juftify myfelf at your feet, from the impu
tation of a crime of which I am not guilty. 

Ah! 
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All! would Boabdil exhauft on me his bar
barous rage! may the dreadful torments in
flicted on me weary out the executioners of 
his vengeance: Yqu, Zulema, are here: You 
have deigned to feek me even in this recefs 
of vice and forrow; You thought me the 
murtherer of Almanzor, yet did not hate 
me—What can all the tyrants of the earth 
henceforth do againft me ? You love me, 
and I have feen you; I die content I have 
lived. 
- But, beware of your fatal errour. Ceafe 
to. think, that my hands could fhed your, 
brother's blood. I was to have met him, 
indeed \ faithful to honour, and to you, I 
was going to fall by the hand of Almanzor 
when I was attacked by your Numldlans, 
and prevented from joining the army. A 
hero, my friend, my brother, was watchful 
over my; glory. He appeared in my arms, 
and fought for me. When he wTas about to 
fall himfelf; his fatal fword*—^— 

Great God! cried Zulema, I blefs thee, I 
give thee thanks! My heart toldme fo much—. 

VOL. Ill/ TJ Qmy 
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© my worthy brother, be not offended, W 
for a moment my groans fhall ceafe, now-
thatI recoverthe precious right of continu
ing to love him whom I adore! Gonfalvo, 
I doubt not of what you have faid: but ex
plain to me this wonder. Alas! Lcannot 
hope that the explanation fhould produce* 
any alleviation of your fate. It is too much 
Boabdil's mtereft to punifh you for- yourr 
exploits. I fliall, at leaft prevent my father 
I fliall awaken his pity. With Boabdil, with 
the people, even with Alamar I fhal employ 
every effort, and every expedient in the 
power of love;; I = will inform your own 
princes of your danger, and make every ef
fort, to fave your life,: and if I fhall Succeed, 
proud of loving you, and that I hiay, with
out a crime, avow my love,- I will come to* 
die with you, Speaking-to .you of my ten-
dernefs,- renewing thofe oaths which I have 
never violated, giving you the name of huf-
band,—which, if I may judge by the plea
sure I feel in pronouncing it, muft make us 
both infenfible to the pangs of-death, how» 
eger painfuL 

At 
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At thefe words, the threw away the cup, 
and railed Gonfalvo. The hero, tranfport-
ed with joy, love, and gratitude, feized the 
hand of the fair Moor, began, and again 
broke off the recital by which he was to be 
juftified. His burlting fighs ftiffled his voice. 
At laft, their time being nearly run, he finilh-

•ed his mournful tale5 and juft then, a hid
den noife was heard. The doors of the dun
geon were haftily opened; Alamar, Alamar 
himfelf appeared, with a blaze of lights a-
round hirn. Zulema fell down in a fwoon: 
Gonfalva bore her up in his arms: the Af= 
rican prince flood aftonifhed. 

But, Toon, the barbarian's fury, riling to 
a height, was expreffed in his features. His 
ebon eye-brows were contracted, till they 
.•met, and teemed to cover two globes of fire. 
On his lips fat the foam of rage: and his 
Hammering tongue addreffed to Gonfalvo 
thefe words of horrour. . , 

Traitor, who Hill continueft to infult me: 
Vile Chriftian, whom I am about to punifh : 
It fhould feem that hell has let thee loofe, to 
.carry my rage, and thine infolence to the 

•U a ,1-aft 
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iaft extreme! Come, pay me for fo many 
iniuries as I have Suffered from thee: Expire 
llowly amid the pains which I have prepared 
for thee. Thy blood, feed, drop by drop. 
Shall fatisfy, although not extinguifii the 
hatred I bear thee. 

The hero heard not; he was attentive 
only to the princefs. Alamar bade his guards 
tear her from his arms. Gonfalvo ftrove to 
defend her. He raifed his fettered arms, 
Struck with his chains, and felled down the 
two foremoil foldiers that approached. But, 
overpowered by numbers, he was dragged 
out of the dungeon. Zulema, recovering 
her feníes, Sprung forward, and endeavour
ed to follow Gonfalvo. Alamar made them 
hold her back: Alamar whom She implored 
on her knees, refufed to hear her prayers. 
He reoulfed her, loaded her with infolent 
abufe, ordered the guard to Stand round her, 
and to take care, that they might be anSwer-
able for her at his return. Then, in a tranf-
port of fury, he dragged away the Caitilian. 

Day was not yet returned: when a defer-
ter came to warn Boabdil, that, the Spa-

: . - niards. 
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mards alarmed at the ahfence of the great 
captain, fur prifed to fee the gates of Grenada 
precipitately ftiut, and fearing fome treach
ery on the part of the Moors, were about to 
break the truce by an affault. Terrified at 
the news, and yielding to the intreaties of 
Muley-Hafiem, Boabdil had determined to 
Immolate Gonfalvo, before the return of day. 
Alamar who claimed the honour, the accur-
fed honour of piercing his fide, had engaged 
to conduct him, that very hour to the tomb 
of Almanzor : and the unfortunate Muley, 
attended by a troop of Alabez, waited at the 
gates of the Alhambra, till the African fhould 
come with his victim, s 

When Gonfalvo appeared, Muley turned 
away. The hero fought to fpeak with 
him : the old man retired and avoided him. 
The Alabez flood around him, with their 
lances; and their ranks prefled clofe upon 
him. The mercilefs Alamar proceeded for
wards, with them,,toward the grave. 

But, hardly had he gone out of Grenada by 
the eaftern gate, the only one not expofed 
to the attack of the Spaniards, when he heard 

v d the 
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fthe thunders of Ferdinand founding hollow 
at a diftance. The walls were fhaken ; on 
ail hands arofe a cry to arms : the found of 
-trumpets pierced through the air: the neigh-
trigs of fteeds intermingled with the cries of 
the afiailants announced the moft terrible at
tack. 

Alamar flopped in aftonifhment. Meflen-
gers had, by this time come from Boabdil, 
to prefs him to fhew himfelf upon the ram-
pans. He hefitated, and was frill in doubt 
what to do. Grenada demanded the aid of 
Ms arm j but his hatred required the blood 
of Gonfalvo. But Muley and the Alabez 
oppofed his fury: they defired, and had re-
folved that the murderer of Almanzor fhould 
lofe his life no where but upon the hero's 
tomb. Alamar could not pierce the heart 
-of Gonfalvo, while it was covered by their 
bucklers who wifhed to referve him for their 
.own'vengeance. And the increafing noife 
of the affault, the repeated orders of Boah-
:cii!, the promifes of old Muley who was him
felf Sufficiently interefted to revenge with his 
f p hand the fon whom he regretted,—at 
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iaft forced the fullen African to give up his 
victim, and hafte to the battle. 

It was now time that his preferice fiiould 
re-animate the trembling Moors. A breach 
was opened1 in the Walls. Aguilar, Cortez, 
and the Caftilians were advancing in order 
over the ruins. Guzman and the Arraso-
nefe were fcaling the ramparts. Boabdi!s 

having been wounded by Gortez, was car
ried into the Alhambra. The Almorades, 
and the Vanegas were running in crowds 
from their potts. The Zegries themfelves^ 
staggered before the brave Aguilar. Guz
man then feized the battlements. The Caf
tilians covered their-fcalingdadders. Ferdi
nand directed and animated his foldiers. 
All fled, all gave way before the Spaniards* 
Grenada was verging to its ruin ; an inftant 
longer, and Grenadahadbeen taken. But3. 
Alamar appeared, and Grenada was faved. 

Alamar, with the fury of a ftorm, ram 
forward, and ftruck Aguilar. His weapon 
pierced the hero's cafque, and divided his-
forehead. Trampling under foot the pal
pitating- body, and followed the. Zegries^ 

whom 
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whom he.re-animated, Alamar rufhed upoa 
the Caftilians with dreadful fhonts : they fell 
by his fabre, like the flowers of the meadow 
by the fcythe of the mower. He prefixed on, 
thinning their ranks as he advanced. He 
flew Uzeda, Salinas, Nugnez, and the ami
able Mendoza : Mendoza, who, that he might 
efpoufethe object of his love, had ceded his 
dignities and his riches to a brother younger 
than himfelf : Alamar pierced his heart, as 
he was pronouncing his brother's name, 
Thirfting for blood and carnage, he overi 
threw from the height of the breach, the 
battalions of Caftile : and feeing the proud 
Guzman, who having mounted the walls, 
was calling his Arragonefe, he flew forward, 
feized a fragment of rock, and threw againft 
the Spaniard, without halting in his career. 
Guzman was {truck, and fell down, under 
the itone. Alamar gained the height of the 
battlements, and with his fword cut away 
thé fcaling ladder which was' bending under 
the Caftilians. It fell down, with the fiddl
ers upon it. The African ran furious along 
the ramparts, overturned every ladder, and 

filled 
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filled the trench with carcafes. Then fhew* 
ing himfelf, red with blood, from the fum-
mit of a tower, he brandifhed his fabre be-
fore the Chriftians, called to them and de
fied them, blafpheming the naffie of God. 

Ferdinand, Cortez, and Medina, rallied 
their fcattered foldiers* The king of Arra-
gon led them back, formed them into a 
phalanx, encouraged them, put himfelf at 
their head, and throve to make a laft effort* 
But, as he was giving the fignal, he heard 
cries behind him ; he looked about, and law, 
amid a cloud of dufl, a numerous fquadrort 
of Moors, coming up, who poured inftant-
ly upon the flank of his battalions. The 
Caftilians alone made refiftance. The active 
and terrible legion clofed their ranks, ex
panded them, and divided in a moment% 
they attacked on the four fides, the old 
bands of Caftile, urged upon them, put 
them to flight; and with more than the ra
pidity of lightning, each of the horfemen 
purfued the fugitives by himfelf. The Spa
niards ftruck with terrour, turned towards 
their city. Cortez, Medina, and Ferdinand 
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^№cmted away- 'amor^them. ; -Ifab'eHs* 
op'-SaicNkg gafesvaadi' with: ihameand: for-, 
row i^eiyeohher fleeing fofdiers. The plain 
was ftrewn with' dead bodiesand that brave 
band' who had' alone performed fuch feats, 
feeing themfelves mafters of the field ©f-battle,. 
formeddnfiantly into aline, and approached 
the wails of-Grenada, where the people flood 
afiemaled in a crowd. • Not far from the 
ramparts, -the fijB-adron halted. Their chief 
advancing,, thus fpeke. to the Grenadines. 

Kfofl-ems, once our-brothers, but whofe 
iiijuftfce-has- broken- .the bands by which we ; 

were- joined, you once more behold the A-
Benterragoes.', Perhaps you may- pardon 
them -for appearing here in difobedience tor 
your decree. Wish our blood we dye thole 

. walls froth which we were expelled : we v/ill-
retnra to defend them, but wiil never-more-
enter thernl judge, judge by this victory, 
how much might have been done for you j 
ffl our tribe had been commanded by Aben-
Hamet. Yon murdered that hero, and: 
would have committed to the flames the in
nocent Zcraida: filch horrid crimes we can-

• - -': not. 
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not forget. As to your injuries againft our-
felves, you fee, inhabitants of Grenada, how 
the Abencerragoes avenge the mfelves ! 

Thus fpoke the valiant Zeir. Kis noble 
Squadron immediately turned, and with full 
•fpeed, took the road to Carthama. 

The Spaniards again entering their city, 
did not diffurb this-glorious retreat. They 
,-durft not lift up their humbled brows, 
Guzman, with the principal leaders lay on 
the field. The exploits and the fuccefs of 
Alamar, the Sudden arrival of the Abencer
ragoes who might thus each day return to 
combat the befiegers: the wounds of the 
brave Lara, and the abfence of the great 
captain—all concurred to compleat their con-
fternation. They already talked of railing 
the liege,, of accepting the honourable peace 
offered by Boabdii. The Sovereigns them

selves, in anxious diSquiet, reSolved to await 
behind the ramparts, till GonSaivo or Lara 
mould be reftored. 

But, the invincible Lara whom liabella 
had believed to be confined by his wounds, 
—Lara was no longer in Santa Fe. 

END OF THE NINTH BOOK. 
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BOOK TENTH. 
• 

T "I" OLY friendship, daughter of heaven '̂ 
JL A treafure of the foul, fource of our beft 
bleiEngs, come thou to embellifh the cfbfed 
of my work.; enliven the end of my tale 
with that power of intereft which without 
aftonifhing, wins and allures, whichdmpref-
fes, yet does not rend the heart, and cau-fes; 
thofe delicious tears to flow which fo nearly 
referable the tears of love,—nay are tweeter 
than thofe. That ardent, impaffioned love,, 
which is capable of every effort, is ennobled" 
by every virtue, that idol of youth needs 
the veil of myftery. Its rites, however pure,., 
are withdrawn, and concealed from ail eyes 
and its reward is a facrifice which honour 
forbids us ever to reveal. Friendship,- on the 
contrary, delights to exhibit herfelf to the 
eyes of the world; equally delicate, but-
more courageous, fhe fears not to make 
known.her. joys and pains, her anxieties and' 

pleafures. 
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pleafures. She finds charms, and places her 
glory in publishing them. Love blulhes at 
difcovery; friendship is proud to fefve as 
an example. 

Lara, the tendernefs and Sublimity of 
whofe foul formed him for friendship,—La
ra,- although wounded and almoft dying, 
Still thought only of Gonfalvo. A whole 
day paffed without his feeing the hero, his 
being ignorant where he was, and anxiety 
for the dangers to which he might be expo-
fed, diftrefled him more than his own ills. 
On the evening of the day on which the he
ro disappeared, Lara, weak as he was, called 
for his Steed. He could not bear his cuiraSs ; 
and the weight of his lance was too much-
for him. Pale, Staggering, exhaufted-, his-
Spirits and vital energy were wanting, but 
So, too, was his friend. Without armour 
or means of defence, Still wearing the linen-
bandages of his wounds, Lara, followed by 
the good Pedro who went for his abfent-
matter, fet immediately out in Search of him.-
They together entered the foreft where Gon
falvo had, a few days before, found the fair 

Zulema. 
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Zulerna. They thought, that by this way 
muft the hero have come, and wandered, as 
heaven directed, amid thofe wide-extended 
fhades. 

Darknefs now covered thé earth. Night 
was in thé midft of her career, haftening 
towards the weft, when the two travellers 
came to the foot of a lofty mountain, cover
ed with pines. The noife of a copious ftream 
pouring down among thé rocks, interming
led with the plaintive murmur of trees Shaken 
by the wind, the funereal cries of the birds 
of night, perched upon the cliffs of the rocks. 
They Stopped by the torrent, that his Steed 
might quench his thir'ft. Pedro raifed his 
eyes attentively to the Summit of the moun
tain, and by the faint luftre of a Single taper, 
glimmering through the dark, discovered 
that a hermit or tome folitary reclufe re
sided in that awful defart. - - . t - u n 

He immediately propofed to Lara, to af-
cend to the hermitage, and there to reft for 
a few moments. Lara agreed. They both 
fought for a path, but the declivity was So 
Steep that they were obliged to quit their 
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borfes. Pedro conducted them both. Lai 
ra cut a throng branch from a tree, and with 
it fuftained his ftaggering fteps, going before 
the old fervant. 

Reaching long before-him, the fummit to 
which they were aieending, the hero diico* 
vered amid-the rock a lowly cot, from which 
the light proceeded. Before the door was 
a ftone covered with mofs and bulruihes. 
The fpring rofe,bubbling near. Lara coming 
to the ftone, ftopped and. heard a; voice fing 
thefe foft words.-

" Sole object* of' m y tendernefs,; young' 
victim; of love, I am willing to weep with 
tinceafing tears ;.only content youto endure 
life: it is for my own- fake I intreat you* 
Live, that I alfo may live; 
- " Often do your lips allure me=, that your? 
heart diolds me dear. In all nature I have 
none but you; and you defire to> die ! For 
Biy own Take. I dntreat y o u . Live, that I 
alfo may live;. 

**' On you alone hangs my deftiny; yet 
does not this alleviate your ills. Unfortu
nate am I in being happier than ypu! For 

ray 
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'my own fake do II in treat ..you. -Live, - that 
Itdfb may live." t 

The voice was here filent; and a different 
voice, fobbing, replied: 

<0 my friend, my only friend, no longer 
foothe me with confolation which melts my 
heart, but does not alleviate my diftrefs,. 
You know that my tears can never be* dried 
up. You know that I cannot forget the evils 
which I have fuffered, and the evils of which! 
have been the caufe. Suffer me, fuffer me 
to indulge-a grief which I have but too juft 
reafon .to feel. Be fatisfied with the painful 
efforts of my warm and tender friendfhip j 
I have lived till this day pit is finely enough, 
mine only friend. Had it not been, for thee, 
doft thou think, that I would have availed 
rnyfelf of Lara's kindnefs. - ,; 

At thefe laft words, and the mention of 
Ms own name which he heard with furprife, 
Lara made feme noife, went forward, and 
demanded hofpitable entertainment. He 
faw two terrified women who made no reply, 
but fled. The hero encouraged them, and 
[followed them to the door of the cot,' One 

Y 2 of 
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of them foon returned with a lamp in he? 
hands. She viewed Lara, and fcreamed 
for joy. 

Is it you, faid fhe weeping, you whom I 
had no hopes of feeing,—you who faved my 
miftrefs, and gave me back what I hold dear-
er than life ? Ah! Zoraida, run hither, and 
embrace your deliverer. 

Lara, who knew the unfortunate queen 
of Grenada, flew haftily forward, and pre
vented her from falling at his feet. He kif-
fed her hand refpectfutly, and refufed the 
homage which fhe throve to pay him; but 
he could not command the tranfports of the 
generous-hearted Ines. Led by her, he fol
lowed Zoraida to the inner part of her hut. 
-The queen afked him to reft there, prefent-
ing a coarfe feat which Ines covered with a 
mat. Ines then ran to bring him milk, 
dates, and raifons. She filled a vefiel of o-
live-wood with water from the fpring. She 
came back, and prefented it to the hero ; re
gretting for the firft time, that fihe had not 
now the richly flavoured wines of the Chores 
of Andalufia. 

Lara 
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Lara, with a mixture of furprife and ten

der pity, viewed the queen, but couid hard
ly recollect her features. She no longer dif-
played thofe bright eyes whofe mildnefs tem
pered their luftre, that charming brow on 
which fat modefty and grace. It was now 
clouded with forrow, and overfpread with 
palenefs: inceflant tears had extinguished 
the fire of thofe eyes: of Zoraida nought 
remained, but her virtue and her love. La-
ra viewed with fighs the abode inhabited by 
a queen. Thofe mofs-covered walls, that 
roof of draw and reeds, all furprifed, all con
founded him. The queen faw and fmiied. 

This is not the Alhambra, faid fhe, in a 
voice of gentlenefs : would heaven, that Zo
raida had never known any other palace I 
When your valour laved me, I fancied that 
I might live in Carthama, among the Aben-
cerragoes, my friends and brothers. I fhort-
ly found that the unfortunate can hardly en
dure even themfelves, and that folitude is 
the proper retreat where forrow fhould wait 
for death. I fled away with my Ines whom 
I in vain intreated to leave me, and return 

to 



J T 7 4 GONSAiLVO OF CORDOVA. 
•to her country. We hid ourfelves among 
thefe mountains : and in fpite of myfeif di-
•reeling my fteps towards that fatal fpot, I 
arrived in the for eft of tears where I knew 
that the brave Almanzor had buried the re
mains of Aben-Hamet. Thanks to-my own 
.cares and thofe of Ines, who fpared no fa
tigue, I at laft difcovered the place where 
my unfortunate lover was laid. This difco-
-very was to my heart, a greater event, a more 
lively and fweeter pleafure than what I felt 
.when you came to fave me from the flames. 
I refolved never to leave a place fo .dear. 
The hope that Ines might foon lay my cold 
remains befide Aben-Hamet touched my 
heart with joy. But, the fear of being dif
covered among woods thus near to the city, 
and of falling again into the hands of Boab-
dil obliged me to feek a more fecret recefs. 
I dürft not mark the tomb otherwife than 
by my tears. -I was fure-of finding it again, 
as the bird in the forefts ftill finds the tree 
ion which it has built its neft. Ines difcover
ed thefe rocks, and fixed my dwelling here. 
The reeds of this roof were gathered by her, 

Shg 
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She raifed the hut in which I now receive 
you. Wild fruits gathered by her are ail 
our nourishment. The water from the 
Spring quenches our thirft. She Sleeps ori 
this bed of ruShes; I weep on thefe dry 
leaves. And, every night, when-my timid 
fieps may be concealed by darknefs, I revifit 
the tomb of Aben-Hamet, fhed new tears ia 
remembrance of his death, repeat the formes-
oaths which my heart has never once betray
ed, and demand-of Almighty God to abridge 
the tedious length of the term of my punifh-
ment. Reftrain your tears, generous Lara j 
that God will foon hear me. I hope, I am 
certain that I mall foon go hence to join him-
whofe death- has been occasioned by me. I 
am happy to fee you once more ere that 
wifhed time arrive, to Speak to you of my 
gratitude, and to enquire from yourfelf, 
whether your virtues make you-happy. 

Alas! replied Lara, happinefs is what the 
feeling mind cannot-eaSily know. Love has 
been the caufe of your woes; and friendship 
is the fource of mine. Having been Ions 
Separated from Gonfalvo, that hero, famous 

and 
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and reSpecded through the univerfe, and deaf 
to my heart, I law him again ; I was with 
him; but Gonfalvo has fuddeniy disappeared. 
His fate is unknown. It has been reported, 
that the Moors have made him prisoner. 
This news I think Saife. Gonfalvo is not a 
man to be taken captive. Although wound
ed and in pain mySelf, I am now in Search of 
my friend. I will go, if neceffary, even to 
Grenada, whither I tremble left he may have 
been led by an unfortunate amour. I go, 
not to defend his life ; of this my weaknefs-
leaves me no hope; but to fhare his dangers, 
and to die with him. 
P« Oh! heavens! cried Ines, you chill my 
heart with fear. Know that, on this very 
night, a fhepherd of thefe mountains told 
me; beware, Ines, beware of going to the 
foreft of tears; it is full of foidiers in arms. 
They are at Almanzor's tomb, where, to
morrow is to be flain the moft terrible and 
redoubled enemy of the Moors. The Shep
herd faid no more. Zoraida dürft not go 5 
and I am informed that the hero Spoken of, 
was the great Gonfalvo. 

Ines 
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ïnes had not ended; Lara trembling called 
on Pedro. He ordered him to bring his 
horfes ; and the old Servant brought them. 
Lara could hardly bid farewel to the unhap
py queen. . He haftily mounted his horfe ; 
and guided by the amiable Ines, who Shew
ed the old man an eai'y path, proceeded to 
the for eft of tears. 

The purpled morn began to dawn, when 
Lara, by this time in the wood, perceived 
through the trees, torches, fibres, and lances. 
He urged his courier's fpeed, rufhed on in
to the midft of the Soldiers, and Saw,—jufë 
heaven ! what a light ! his friend loaded with 
chains, and laid upon thé tomb. His head 
was bare, and bowed down : the Sword al
ready raifed over it. Muley bade them 
Strike—Lara uttered piercing cries, Sprang 
to the ground, caught hold of the Sword j 
and addreffing the aStonifhed Muley : 

Unhappy father, Said he, in the energetic 
accents oS virtue and friendship, you Seek 
to avenge the death of your Son ; I approve 
of your vengeance. But, Shed here the 
blood of the guilty ; tarniSh not the luftre 

VOL. III. Z ©f 



s/8 GONSALVO OF CORBGViL 

©f your long and glorious life, by the rnur= 
der of an innocent perfon. Gonfalvo, whom 
you are about to kill, was not the opponent 
of the brave Almanzor: I appeal to the 
fhade of that hero who hear3 me from the 
tomb ; I atteft the God of heaven, the cap-
tains and' Sovereigns of the Caftilians. It 
was I, I only that triumphed over the bra
ved; of the Moors : it was I who, while I fell 
by his hand, gave him his death's wound. 
I took the arms of Gonfalvo. I took advan
tage of his abferice, in order to deceive you? 
Ion, and the two armies, and to try myfelf 
again ft a warriour of whofe glory I was jea
lous. King of Grenada, you know my 
crime: 1 come to expiate it. Know what 
Gonfalvo did, and reward his generouty. 
By him was your fon's body delivered to. 
thofe Alabez, who HOW hear me. He met 
you when you ftood alone againft the attack 
of four Spaniards, and faved you from their 
fury. He gave you his own horfe, and o-
pened out the way by which you efcaped to 
Grenada. Muley, you know all j let your 
jnftice decide I 

He 
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- He has faid it, interrupted Gonfalvo; my 

doom is fixed. Moors, credit not this hero. 
He is my friend, my brother in arms: he 
accufes himfelf, only to fave me. It was I 
whom Almanzor defied; It was I that mould 
have ilain him. Quick, avenge yourfelves 
on my head; but flpare the generous Lara. 
Remember that his valour faved Zoraida 5 
Remember, you, brave friends of the urn* 
fortunate Abencerragoes, that Lara van
quished the Zegries. Render the refpecr. and 
honour which all mankind owe to his vir
tues. Admire, but believe not, this gene
rous falfehood fuggefted by friendfhip. And., 
thou, Lara, forgive thy brother for thus de= 
lectin g thy defigns. 

At thefe words, Muley and the Alabez 
ordered Lara to retire. No; cried he, In 
defpair, you fhall not accercp-fifh the crime 
you meditate; you fhall be lels barbarous 
than he. Ah! fee you not, that death, is 
what he withes; that he trembles only for 
his friend ? Moors, by Almighty God I fwear, 
I am the murderer of Almanzor : I am he 
who deferves death. If you have any doubts 

Z 3 remainmg.5 
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remaining; if your hatred for Gonfalvo 
renders my oaths needlefs, yet recollect the 
fatal combat which you witneffed; the con
queror lay ftretched on the duff, bathed in 
his own blood,—and can you not recognize 
that conqueror ?—Come hither ; view thefe 
wounds; behold that blood-flamed bofom. 
Behold the wounds your own Almanzor 
made; fee with what difficulty I efcaped out 
of his hands; thefe are ftill frefh witneffes of 
my hard-earned victoryfuch as that cruel 
man has not to fhew. 

He faid, difplayed his bofom, tore away 
his bandages, fhewed his wounds, and on his 
knees demanded death, Gonfalvo, trans
ported out of himfelf, preffed his friend in 
his arms, wept over him, attempted to fpeak, 
and ftill to perfift in declaring himfelf the 
only guilty perfon. Lara, with his cries 
interrupted him. •" . . . . 

Muley was virtuous, and the Alabez not 
barbarous. They were foftened, and wept 
themfelves, to behold this conteft of friend
ship. The old man could not refift the emo
tions of his foul. In the eyes of his. atten

dants, 
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Cants, he read their wdfties. He ordered 
Gonfalvo's fetters to, be taken away, com
manded Lara to rife, and fixing his forrow-
full eyes on the two heroes : 

One of you, faid he, has fiain my fon ; I 
defire not to know, which. One of you has 
fayed my life; I wiih to confider myfelf as 
indebted for it to you both. I acquit my
felf of a favour I abhor, by reftoring you 
to liberty, although your liberty muft be per
nicious to my country; - but, this, methinks, 
I hear the voice of Almanzor bid me do. 
Go, ye models of friendlhip, whom I, at 
once admire and detefl: Go, tell your Spa
niards, that, the better to avenge my fon, 
to pay fo much the nobler tribute to his 
afhes, I have facrificed my refentment to 
my defire to referable him. And, if you 
feel any gratitude for this favour from me, 
beware of attacking ramparts on which I 
muft fall. I here fwear by the name of God, 
by the hero whom I deplore, that you fliall 
find me upon the breach; and wherever you 
point your fwords-, you fhall find them op-
pofed by the old man ; and when you enter 
' Grenada, 
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Grenada, muft trample under foot, thou, 
Lara, the deliverer of Gonfalvo ; and thou, 
Gonfalvo, the unhappy father of the tender 
Zulema. 

As he ended thefe words, without flopping 
or winding to hear the two heroes, Mjjley de
parted with the Alabez. Gonfalvo and Lara 
again embraced. They could not believe, 
that they were once more together, but ten
derly reproached each other. The good 
Pedro, who was befide himfelf with joy, 
mingled his tears with theirs. He gave his 
feed to his matter, and with them, took the 
road to Santa Fe. 

Oh' what tranfports, what rapture did 
their return to the army excite! The foldi-
jers, when they faw them again, forgot their 
late mifliaps. The two heroes were reftored. 
Henceforth would they be invincible. Ala-
mar, and the Abencerragoes no more infpi-
red them with terrour. Grenada was from 
this, moment, taken; nought could retard 
Its fall; they all with loud fhouts required 
fa be led inftantly thither. . 

Gonfalvo, 



G0NSALVO OF CORDOVA, 183 

Gonfalvo, flattered by their confidence,, 
approved and fympathifed in their ardour. 
Occupied inceflantiy with the idea of Zule-
ma, and of the dangers to which he had left 
her, he trembled left the furious Alamar 
fhould have proceeded to the laft excefs of 
raging paffion. He was impatient to fee, to 
meet in battle with that odious rival, to de
liver the earth from a mcnfter whole name' 
only, infpired terrour. But, the threats of 
Muley, that he would every where prefect 
himfelf in oppofition to Gonfalvo, and would 
cover with his body whatever breach he 
fhould attack, chilled the feelings of the 
hero, and made him dread the affault. 

While, with his friend, he was concerting 
to defy the African prince, and to entice 
Mm from the city; they were interrupted 
by king Ferdinand who addreffed them in 
thefe flattering words: 

Young heroes, the honour of Spain, 1 
dare not complain of fortune that permits 
me not to vanquifh without you : but that 
fortune obliges me again to feparate you. 
The Abeiicerragoes, mailers of Carthama^ 
. • , . . have 
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have come to fight before thefe walls. They 
may yet return. Before I make a laft afiault 
on thefe tottering towers, we muft be mat
ters of Carthama, and either deftroy or take 
captive every enemy that may interrupt our 
progrefs. Gonfalvo, I have chofen you for 
this important Conqueft. The wounds of 
the valiant Lara forbid him to accompany 
you. Take my choiceft warriours: march 
with them to Carthama, I leave you to ufe 
all means you may think expedient to take 
their city. Bring me the keys wdthin fix 
days. To Gonfalvo this period is enough. 
I fix it, in refioect not to the ftrength of.the 
place, but, to the talents of the general. .". 

At thefe words, Gonfalvo felt his ardour 
for glory revive. He promifed to obey the 
king; to-morrow he would fet out. His 
love made his removal to a diftahce from' 
Grenada fecretly painful unto him. . But 
his valour gave him hopes of returning 
within fix days. He' knew the frightful 
rocks which furrounded Carthama on all 
fides ; he knew that by furprife only could 
he mafter thefe precipitous rocks. Al

ready, 
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ready, meditating a purpofe by which the 
victory would be fecured, he demanded the 
faithful Afhirians to accompany him. 

Six thoufand infantry were enough; but 
thefe were men chofen by Gonfalvo. They 
had been-all - born-on the Pyrenees. They 
were -'Shepherds, and men accuitomed to 
hunt among the dells and cliffs of the moun
tains-of -Lievana. There, on rocks hid a-
mong t-he' clouds, on. peaks glittering with 
ice, on almoft inacceilible Tummits, where 
the fnowy. indurated into diamonds, braves 
the-fuhV heat,-"'they had, from-their infancy 
purfued the-eagle and the chamois. Cover
ed only with a wolf's Skin, whofe jaw ferved 
theffi for a lahee, -they wore a broad girdle, 
from -which hung three bent and - pointed 
barsioS^e^^heir'&ev^r^fittea with iron 
pikes; their right hand held a double point
ed dart. By their fides hung two fharp po
niards ; round their head was a long Sling. 
Hardy;-nimble, and indefatigable, they were 
all of a lofty Stature, of force even fuperior 
to their Strength; they feemed of the race 

VOL. III. A a of 
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of thofe proud giants who -attempted to fcale 
the heavens. J ' / 

The brave Pegnaflor was their commandL 
er: Pegnaflor whofe anceftors- had: fought 
with Pelagius, and who had not degenerated 
from their ancient valour.; This formidable 
band, proud-of being chofen by the magna
nimous Gonfalvo, ranged themfelves under 
the ancient Standard of the .firft Spanifh.mo-
narchs: • they now only waited for. their ge
neral.- He appeared with Lara, who was in 
pain at the idea of lofing him again. He 
tenderly bade hint farewel, p toiled him to 
his bread, and gave the fignahfor their, de
parture. •/ •. •: . r & diim'rlao !>•» 

- '̂dHe marched; on,.-an djbefore night -arrived 
vdthin aTmall diftanee of Carthama. He 
concealed his warriours in a wood, and bade 
them- reft; there' for a• while. Then :alone 
mounting a hill, he examined from a diftanee 
the appearance- of the place, and difcovered 
it on the.midft of a rock- overlooking the 
the circumjacent- mountains. A fteep and 
narrow path,, which -a horfe might hardly 
climb, led to its brazen gates. The battle

ments: 
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merits which were cut out in the rock rofe 
over precipices whofe height the eye could 
not meafure. A furious torrent rolled at 
the foot of the rock on which Carthama 
flood. The immenfe peak of that .rock 
Seeming to lofe itfelf in the clouds, over
hung the city as if to fheltcr it from the 
•violence, of the iky. Jul '-

Gonfalvo fixed his eyes on tha||frowning 
rock. To courage he thought.every thing 
poffible: and the courage of the Afturians 
he knew. He obferved the pofition of the 
mountains, traced the rapid flight of the 
torrents between them,, confidered whether 
the enlargement of its bed might render the 
pafiage-eaSy, .and when Sure that it might be 
fó, -returned-to-his brave followers. 

Noble defcendents, Said he, of thofe vene
rable Christians, who retired in thefe caverns, 
with- no refource but God and their own 
brave hearts, faved our country from thè 
Moorifh yoke.: the juflice of God this day 
has ordered it, that thefe ufurpers now pof-
fefs the retreats which once wrere your's. ¿1 
have.chofen you out of the whole army, to 

A a 3 deprive 
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deprive them of thefe receffes, that the ruin 
of Grenada may be fare, and that the whole 
world may know, that Spain owes all her 
triumphs to the invincible Afturians. You 
fee that vaft rock which lifts its head among 
the clouds. The eagle fears to reft upon it. 
There muft you conquer. Let half of you 
remain with me: let Pegnaflor lead the o-
ther half .round the mountain. I fhall point 
out his way. By conftant perfeverance you 
will-reach- the Summit.: you muft kindle 
three fires to warn me when you have reach
ed it; take ftones in your flings, and await 
my fignal. - ."_ 
t He laid: the Afturians eagerly fwore to 
mount the peak of the rock. They were all 
alike ardent for the enterprise. The hero, 
to fatisfy all, promifed other dangers to thofe 
who fhould be left. He led Pegnaflor forth-
with to the hill from which he perceived, the 
finuofities of the torrent, and explained the 
daring project he. conceived." Pegnaflor thus 
Inftrucded, choSe.out three thouSand men, 
theftouteft and moft- dexterous in the army, 
di" ',. •;' - . . made 
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niade them take provifions for two days, 
and when returned, departed with them. 

That night and the next day Gonfalvo 
gave to repofe. He had calculated the length 
of. the circuitous march by which Pegnaflor 
had to proceed, the difficulties he was likely 
to meet with, and the period when he might 
be expected to arrive. Anxious and fleep-
lefs, he pafled the feeond night upon the hill, 
with his eyes fixed upon the rock. Nought 
appeared, .but all remained ftill. The. moon 
{hone in the firmament. Her light was fa-
vourable to. the, progrefs of the Afturians 
and might haften their fuccefs. But the he-
ro feared-and.'fighed. At laft, juft before 
the: dawn, he faw three fires kindled. He 
tittered a joyful fhout, ran to his troop, 
founded the alarm, drew up his foldiers, and 
marched. 

He fwam at the head of his Afturians oyer 
the torrent. The Abencerragoes, at the 
very firft noife, flew to their battlements in 
arms. A cloud of arrows difcarded at the 
hero/s feet. Alone, and protected by his 
buckler,, he mounted a", rock, cut down a 

v ,~, branch 
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branch from a wild olive, raifed it .over his 
head, and made .a fignal that he defired to 
fpeak with them. The brave Zeir imme
diately ordered his brothers to withhold their 
arrows. The city-gates were opened. Omar 
followed by a number of warriours, defcend-
ed the path, and marched -fiercely to Gon
falvo. But Suddenly recollecting his features 
he halted,, hefitated, and knew -not how 
to act. 

Approach, Said the hero. . I have already 
made trial of your courage. I come to give 
a proof of my eiteem. I come not here to 
contend for the interests of my heart: I 
come, in the name of Ferdinand to offer a 
peace- mecefiary' to the Abencerragoes, and 
worthy of them, and -of which that noble 
tribe may dictate the conditions. I am ma£» 
ier of the treaty • ' : 

But, not of Carthama, interrupted Omar 
in .a dignified voice ; .and though Grenada 
were fallen, ftill fhould we brave thy kings, 
thine army, and thyfelf within thefe walls. 
Behold on what foundations our liberty 
stands. View .thefe awful rocks, thefe dm. 
• - - acceffible 
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àcceffible ramparts, thefe towers which the; 
eye cannot fcan ; and give thy warriours 
wings, ere thou talk to us of peace. 

. My warriours need it not, replied Gon
falvo .-with a fmile. View that rock which 
overlooks your city ; they have climbed it. 
Behold that numerous band ready to dalli 
down upon your heads, the flones.. in which 
you- confide for your defence. They- wais 
but for avfignal from me-to deftroy your 
only affylum. Chufe then- innan infiant, 
Either periih all beneath your ruins, or fign 
the glorious, peace which I offer ••. as your 

friend* ; vrcv'-ii ' db '„>••• - - uaf* > -

a Omar looked, to the height of the rock 
with .aftonifhment, and faw it occiijned by 
three thoufand Afturians. He - could, not 
believe. his own. eyes : confounded, fpeech> 
lefs, motionlefs, he thought what heTawf 
only a dreary dream. At laft forced to give 
credit to a prodigy the pofilbility of which 
he could; not conceive, he replied lefs haugh
tily to the hero, and begged a few moments, 
that he might acquaint his brethren. 

Soon 
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Soon-were the ramparts deferted : ; and 
as aw&l-' filence reigned through the. city. 
The Impatient 'Gonfalvo made his trumpets 
found, and was preparing to Scale the (deep, 
when he few the valiant- Zeir, OSman, O* 
mar, and Yelid, with: the; principal Aben-
cerragoes, Iffue from the gates of Carthama. 
They came unarmed, hot" drooping their 
heads, but with a manly blufh upon" each 
brow. They advanced - with a flow, tran
quil pace. Gonfalvo advanced to meet-them.' 
Thus Spoke Zeir : • -'.r:: ^ ry:.:\-

Thou haft conquered, Gonfalvo. Be af-
fured, that we would die, if our wives-and 
children might efcape the Tame fate. -But, 
w e yield to" nature, fortune, and the afcen-
dency of-thy gerdusd '-'We come to surren
der Garthama; our liberty is ali We aflc. 
Let our family ftill cultivate their own reli
gion, and peacefully inhabit what lands Fer
dinand may affign us. - Gn this condition 
are w e his -faithful Subjects. I - Surrender 
thefe keys and pledge my faith., 

Gonfalvo, taking his hand, granted more 
than was demanded. lie treated the Aben-

cerragoes 
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cerragoes honourably, went up with them 
to Carthama, entered the city as an ally, 
prefcribed to the Spaniards who followed 
him the ftricteft difcipline, and gave them 
liberal rewards, that they might contented
ly forego the rights of victory. Pegnaflor 
became governor of the new conqueft. The 
hero left him the fix thoufand Afturians, 
and returned alone with the Abencerragoes 
to Santa Fe. Lara durft not expect him fo 
foon, yet came daily out to meet him. He 
faw Gonfalvo at a diftance. He flew, he 
long locked him in his arms, and contempla
ted the noble train who attended his brother-. 
He faluted the Abencerragoes, concealed his 
joy which to them might have been offen
sive. And out of Yefpect for them, delaying 
farther converfe with his friend, ran to an
nounce their arrival to his fovereign. 

The joyful Ferdinand, and the auguft 
Ifabella could hardly hide their furprife. 
They received the captives like old and 
favourite Subjects. They confirmed the glo
rious treaty which their general had fign-
ed, left to the illuftrious tribe their wor-

VOL. III. B b Ship, 
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fhip, wealth, and pofleffions; and tothefa 
benefits' a city in Andaluila. which was to be 
•the heritage of their pofterky. 

While the royal pair thus won the hearts 
of thofe whom their arms had vanquished, 
a foldier aiked to ;fpeak fecretly with Gon
faivo. He gave him an arrow, fihot from the 
walls of Grenada, on which was a fealed 
billet, bearing the name of the hero infcri-
hed. Gonfaivo in furprife took the billet, 
opened it with a trembling hand, and read 
with fome difficulty, thefe words which were 
aim oft effaced by tears. 

" My lafi; moments are near ; for Alamar 
bids me chufe between death and marriage. 
Would the tyrant be fatisfied wdth my death, 
I mould not employ the enemy of my coun
try, I fhould die without complaint, and my 
laft figh fhould be his. But my father is In 
fetters, my father, for faving your life, and 
is with me in the fame dungeon into which 
I followed you. He will be removed only 
to punifhment. Come, Gonfaivo, and de
liver him. My heart cannot recompenfe 
-'• • i J .«".: VOUa. 
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'•you, I give you it not again. Only my 
hand fhall repay what you do for my father." 

Gonfaivo, pale and confounded, twice 
read this writing, and returned to Ifabella. 
The queen : faw his emotion. Speak, faid 
fhe, great captain,-what anxieties can dark
en your brow covered as it is with laurels ? 
What wifb.es can your foul form ? I vow to 
hear them. Speak confidently. What, re
ward afk you. for all your exploits ? 

-The affault, quickly replied Gonfaivo, the 
laft, the terrible affault, before.which Gre
nada muft yield, which muft fhake from the 
throne the infamous and cruel Boabdil, and 
avenge heaven, wearied out with the crimes 
of the infamous Alamar. Order the affault 
by break of day: this is my deareft recom
mence, the only one I demand for all I have 
.done. 

At thefe words, which he fpoke with 
•fparkling eyes, -in the accent of rage, and in 
,riie wild extravagance of love, Ferdinand 
.rofe up, in a tranfport of joy. Thou fhalt 
doe fatisfied, to-morrow, I deliver Grenada 
I into thine hands : to-morrow {halt thou at 

B b 2 pleafure 
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pleafure punifh the enemies who have inju-
red thee. Come, give the orders, thyfelf, 
inflame my brave foldiers with the Are which 
fparkies in thine eyes: come, tell them, that 
thou wilt fight, and they are fibre of victory. 

He then called the chiefs, and acquainted 
them with his great enterprize. He fubmit-
ted to Gonfaivo his plan of attack, and im
proved it by his advice. Two mines which 
had been long preparing, were next morn
ing to be fprung, and to overturn the two 
ftrongeft towers of the befieged. The army 
divided into two battalions, was to inarch 
at once over thefe towers. The king him-
felf, young Cortez, the generous Lara, now-
cured of his wounds, were to guide the 
bands of the Arragonefe, the, Catalans, and 
the Baleares to the attack on the right. The 
prudent Medina, and the invincible Gonfai
vo, at the head of the Caftilians, the Leo-
nefe, and the Andalufians were to give the 
attack on the left. The troops of the two 
crowns, having been for ages rivals in glory, 
being thus divided, ftrove to out-do each 
other, Ifabella went to fee, and encouraged 
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and animated them. Gonfaivo who attend
ed the queen, difolaved the bright blade of 
the Cid. AU was ready, and each foldler 
was impatient for morn. 

At laft arofe that great day which was to 
ftiine on the nobieft of triumphs, on the im
portant conqueft won by the Chriftians from 
the Moilems, which was to avenge the af
fronts of eight centuries, to reftore liberty 
to Spain, to the true God his ancient tem
ples, and to begin that long career of victo
ry, which fdled with the Caftilian name the 
three quarters of the known world, and the 
new world which they difcovered. 

Gonfaivo being firft armed, roufed his 
companions. On foot, like them, he went 
out of the city, and drew them up in the 
plain. Impatient for. the iignal, he blamed 
Ferdinand as flow, returned to the gates of 
Santa Fe, urged the march of the battalions, 
pointed to the fun juft rifing, and thought 
him already haftening to his fetting. He 
went to deliver his miftrefs, to punifh a hate
ful rival, to conquer for his country. Love, 
vengeance, and virtue, united in his heart, 

raifed 
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.railed him above himfelf. His great foul 
,\vas unequal to bear its tranfports. He ran, 
he flew among the ranks, brandifhed his 
fword, and flill fixed his eyes on the walls 
of Grenada, like a traveller in the defart, 
tormented with burning thirft .when he fees 
a rivulet which he cannot yet approach. 

The fage Medina reftrained his ardour. 
He Shewed him Ferdinand at a diftance, 
drawing up;the Arragonefe, Ifabella on the 
elevation ,of a tower, on her'knees, with 
firetcited out arms, and imploring the 
God of battles: the brave Lara, and young 
Cortex, at the head of their battalions, the 
Moors on .their ramparts, with bows bent, 
and arrows ready, fiernly awaiting the afi 
fault. Boabdil was not wdth them.: his 
wounds and effeminacy detained him in the 
Alhambra. But the fierce Alarnar, armed 
with an iron club, appeared amid the Ze-
.gries. Alamar, after the-laft affault, dread
ing fucli another, turned the rapid waters 
,©f the Darro into the trenches. He took 
care to prepare vafes filled with bitumen, 
.Saltpetre, boiling oil, and red-hot arrows 

, ' . and 
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and darts. He collected fragments of rocks. 
All the refources of defpair, rage, and ter-
rour did Alamar employ: and thofe mortal 
engines were intended chiefly againft Gon^ 
falvo. 

The king of Arragon foon commanded: 

two bodies of cavalry, who haftened with 
fofcines, to fill the trenches. They accom
plished their purpofe, although annoyed by 
the enemy's darts. The army then moved' 
on, but with a flow tranquil ftep. Alamar 
fent new reinforcements to the two towers 
upon which they advanced. Idle Moors 
darkened the air with their arrows, and 
Shouted dreadfully. The Spaniards march
ed on in filence, protected by their bucklers. 
When near the glacis, they Stopped, lowered 
their lances, and awaited the laft fignaL-

That inftant, and on both fides, an hor
rible, ftunning noife was heard through the 
air. The earth trembled; the hills were 
moved; the vallies re-echoed the noife. 
Torrents of thick fmoke veiled the bul
warks of Grenada, while clouds of duft rofe 
fo heaven, 
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The trumpets then founded, and Gon-
falvo fhouted with a voice of thunder. 
With his fword in his hand, he ruflied 
on the enemy, eroded the trench, mount
ed the breach, Spread daughter ad around 
him, repulfed the Modems that advan
ced againft him, called on his Caftiiians, 
w h o haftened after, but could m ot overtake 
him In his career, and ftood alone on the 
height of the walls, while-the Moors fell in 
heaps by his fword. The Aim Grades, led by 
Abad, advanced in a body, to oppofe the 
hero. He attacked them, broke their batta
l ion, ftrewed victims of his rage all around, 
and put to flight, or flew all who oppofed 
his fury.- Then, at length being joined by 
his friends, he Seized the Standard of Caftlle, 
advanced over carcafes and ruins, and raifed 
it on the rampart. 

Alamar with the Zegries, fought at the 
other breach. Alamar had borne the attack 
of the brave Lara. His ponderous mace had 
overthrown the rafh Cortez: and Ferdinand 
had been twice repulfed in attempting to 
fcale the rampart. The proud Alamar exul

ted 
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ted over the Chriftians, and thought him-
feif already victorious, when he perceived 
the Spanifh ttandard planted on the walls by 
Gonfalvo, and heard the Spaniards repeat 
that illuitrious name. 

At that fight, and thofe cries of victory, the 
African became pale with rage. He ftruck his 
mace upon the ground, hung his head, and for 
a moment helitated, what part he fhould act. 
But, inftantly turning his eye-balls, with a wild 
ft em nefs upon the Zegries who flood around 
him : Brave Maaz, faid he to their chief, re
main, with your brethren, at this breach, and 
die rather than defert your pott. I run, with 
the Alabez, to drive the enemy from the ram
part ; Irun to punifh, to deflroy the deteftable 

—-He could not finifh what he had be
gun to utter; his rage allowed him not to 
pronounce the name which he abhorred. 
He laid his ponderous mace upon his fhoul-
ders, and at the head of the Alabez, mount
ed where the wall extended between the two 
towers which were now deftroyed, and with 
hafty fleps, marched towards the Caftilians. 

Gonfalvo came to meet him. Hardly 
fooner had he been vicdorious than he pre-

Vox. Ill, C c pared 
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pared to deliver Zulema: but learning that 
his friend was ftill engaged at the other 
breach, the hero changed his purpofe, and 
with the men of,Leon, flew to aid the vali
ant Lara. His thundering voice called on 
the name of Alamar; he called on him with 
words of defiance. The African heard, and 
anfwered from a diftance. They knew each 
the other's voice,, and rufhed together. When 
they came, each within fight of the other, 
they advanced before their troops, and met 
on the middle of the rampart. 

God of battles! who can esprefs the 
frrength, the mutual .hatred, the rage of 
thofe implacable rivals.? Who can defcribe 
the blind fury, the ardour for vengeance, the 
thirft of blood with which each was inflamed ?' 
Carelefs of life, and neglecting the ufe of their 
bucklers, Alamar railed his mace, Gonfalvo 
his fharp-edged fword, and thus, as they met, 
affailed each other. They ftruck at once. 
Gonfalvo's cafque was broken ; and the fer-
pent's hide worn by Alamar, was cut. Blood 
fpouted from the mouth and noftrils of both. 
The aftonifhed Spaniard daggered, and the 
African fell upon one knee. But, Alamar im

mediately 
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mediately recovering himfelf, drew his fey-
metar : Gonfalvo made a clofer attack upon 
him : their armour flew in pieces. Blows fell 
thicker and thicker. It feemed as if an hun
dred foldiers had {truck at once. The men of 
Leon and Alabez, were chilled with fear, as 
they beheld them. All elfe fufpended the 
fight, and flood amazed. Every eye, and 
every heart was with the two warriours. 

Being nearly 'diverted of their armour, they 
parried with their {words. They were now 
fatigued, yet not lefs ardent, and ftill ad
vanced clofer and clofer together. But the 
Spaniard pufihed the African upon the parapet 
of the rampart. Alamar, who could flee no 
farther, then threw himfelf upon his enemy, 
prefled him in his nervous arms, and throve 
to fidffie him in his ftrong embrace. Gon
falvo caught him in like manner, locked him 
in his arms, prefled to his fteel-clad heart, 
redoubled his efforts, fhook him as a fturdy 
oak is fhaken by the blaft, and threw him 
down upon the parapet. To compleat his 
victory, he daflied him headlong from the 
walls. But Alamar held him fait, and drew 
him down in his fall. They fell together into 

- '-. • C c 2 the 
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.the ftream,and its waters were daihed aloft in 
the air. They were both plunged to the bot
tom, but foon again appeared Separate. Arm
ed with their dreadful blades which had been 
fattened with chains to their arms, they each, 
wdth one hand Supported themfeives in the 
waters, and with the other renewed the fury 
of their combat, ftaining the waters wdth their 
blood. Alamar's blood flowed copioufly ; his 
ftrength was no longer equal to aid his rage. 
This Gonfalvo faw, and felt his own redou
bled. He urged upon his enemy, joined with 
him, caught him, ftruck him on the throat, 
drew back his fword, and plunged it again 
deeper. They both difappeared a fécond time. 
Black blood rofe bubbling to the furface of the 
waters. But, within a few moments, Alamar 
was feen floating, with extended arms, amid 
the blood-ftained waters. The victorious 
hero gained the fhore, proceeded to the pri-
fon without refting to take breath. 

H e went with lights, broke the brazen 
doors, and haftened to the princefs, who 
was waiting by the knees of Muley-Haflem, 
in expecdation of the ftroke of death. You 
are free, cried Gonfalvo, throwing himfelf 

at 
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at her feet: Alamar is no more; von are 
avenged And you, refpecdable old man, 
you to whom I owe my life, forgive the un
happy exploits to which duty urged me. I 
have ferved my Sovereigns and my country: 
I have acquitted myfelf of what I owe to 
them, but not of my obligations to you; 
with you it remains to difpofe of my fate. 
Would you honour Ferdinand by-receiving 
from him that refpect which your virtue de-
Serves ? Or would vou rather flee from Gre-
nada now fallen, and go an exile into other 
climes ? All is in my power ; and I am ready 
to do all I can, in order to alleviate your mis
fortunes ; even to follow you as your Have, 
if I may obtain from you but one kind look 
of friendfhip, more precious to my heart, 
than all the exultation that glory can give. 

Muley heard him, and remained long fiient. 
He raifed his ey es to heaven, inwardly accuflng 
its feverity, and groaned to think, that he had 
lived to fufler So much. At length, Submitting 
to his Sate, he embraced his daughter, prefled 
her cloSely to his breaft, and flied a ftream of 
tears on her boforn. Then turning to Gon
falvo : Protect, her, faid he, from the cruelty 

of 
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of our enemies : let her live free: but, trou
ble not yourfelf with a thought of me. 

They then left the gloomy dungeon : and 
followed Gonfalvo towards the palace of the 
Alhambra. Ferdinand had already entered it. 
Ferdinand who was victorious addon as Ala
mar quitted the breach, had fent Lara to feize 
king BOabdil. That weak prince was waiting 
in trembling terrour amid his eunuchs, tofub-
' mit his limbs to the fetters of the conqueror, 
and weeping with unmanly dejection. His 
mother Aixa flood near. As the viewed her 
unworthy fon, rage fired her eye : Weep, faid 
fire, well mayeft thou weep like a woman for 
the lofs of the throne of thine anceftors; fince 
thou haft not defended it' like a man. 

At this moment, Lara appeared. He 
commanded Boabdll to follow him, and con
ducted him into the pretence of Ferdinand. 
The dethroned king immediately knelt to 
the ground. Ferdinand, under pretence of 
clemency, concealed his contempt. He rai-
fed his defpicable enemy, whom he knew too 
well to fear him, and gave him his liberty. 

Thus, at laft, was all Grenada conquered. 
The Spaniard victorious in all quarters, dis

played 
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played every where the ftandard of Ca^|g_J 
and crowned his martial glory by humanity 
to the vanquished. Lara, Medina, and all 
the captains were anxious to fpare a trem
bling people, and taught the foldiers to re
vere the retreats of the unfortunate. The 
ramparts were covered with blood : but the 
tranquillity of the city was preferred. Fer
dinand left the Moors in the undifturbed en
joyment of their religion, their liberty, and 
their fortunes. 

From the hands of Gonfalvo he received the 
virtuous Muley, and the tender Zuiema, as a 
beloved daughter, and a brother Sovereign 
whom he had long efteemed. He was attentive 
to treat them with all the refpeet due to mis
fortune, and all the honours due to their rank. 
As thebeft reward to Gonfalvo, for the exploits 
which he had performed, he tefiided his gra
titude to the hero by his favours to Zuiema. 

Next day, the auguff. ISabella, Surrounded 
by her court,, and mounted on a white Steed, 
all dazzling with jewels, approached the gates 
of the city where She received the keys from 
the hands of Ferdinand. She made her tri
umphal entrance, in the middle of the whole 

army 
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army, who bleffed her name ; while the van
quished people regarded with wonder the. 
clemency of their conquerors. Calm and 
modeft after victory, the protected the Moors, 
and honoured the Spaniards. Gonfalvo and 
Lara conducted her to the great mofque, now 
become a temple of Chrift. The queen ren
dered thanks to the God of armies, implo
red him Still to watch over the fafety of the 
empire which he had committed to her care, 
and begged him not to enlarge its limits, but 
to endow her with virtues which might make 
her Subjects happy. . 

On the fame altar, and in the fame tem
ple, a few days after, did Gonfalvo receive 
the hand of Zuiema. Muley, won by his 
virtues, contented to name him his fon-in-
law, and continued to love his daughter no
thing the lets for her protesting herfelf a 
Christian. The queen and Ferdinand wit-
neffed the union of the happy pair. Lara, 
whofe felicity was perhaps not lefs than that 
of Gonfalvo, preSTed his friend to his heart: 
and the great eft of heroes, the molt faithful 

' of friends, and the lovelieft of wives, begae 
a long feries of glorious and hapr^^p^yj>4?c 


