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CHAPTER I.

ADMINISTRATION OF THE FLEMINGS—EMIGRATION
SCHEME OF LAS CASAS—LICENCE TO IMPORT
NEGROES—NEW SCHEME OF LAS CASAS TFOR
COLONIZATION—THE KING'S PREACHERS,

HE life of a state has often been compared Boox IX.
to that of an individual: indeed, the same Ch. 1.

terms are in common language habitually applied
to both. We speak of the youth and the old
age, the vigour and the decay, the growth or the
torpidity, of one as of the other. But, in truth,
such is the richness of Creation, that no two
great things are found to be very much alike,
when you come to examine them deeply; and
most similes, even those of a prosaic kind, belong
to the realms of fiction, and are but pleasantries,
with which men beguile themselves and educate
their imaginations.

The most striking fact about the life of an
individual is its terrible continuity. To others
flhis may not be so clear, but to the man himself
1 is fatally so. Considerable, and outwardly
abrupt, cvents take place in a man’s life; but
they do not surprize him much, and they never
mterrupt his sense of the continuity of his being.

ence the inevitable remarks of the aged, that
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Boox TX. all life is but a dream, and that their youth

Ch. 1.

Great
change
in the
govern-
ment of
Spain,

Flemings
in power.

seems to them but as yesterday. Madness may
produce an apparent pause, but sanity knows
nothing of the kind.

In the life of a state it is quite different.
That being an aggregate, or rather a compound,
of individual lives, is liable to great abruptness;
and changes take place in it, compared with which,
anything that occurs in the life of an individual
is in no respect commensurate.

In this history we have now come to one of
those signal and abrupt changes which affect the
lives of states. How changed is the government
of Spain in the brief interval that has elapsed from
the discovery of the New World to the arrival of
King Charles in his dominions! King Ferdinand
is dead; Queen Isabella is dead; Columbus is
dead; Ximenes is dead; the old councillors, who
stood round the thrones of the Catholic Monarchs
—pillars of the State—are either dead, discarded,
or enfeebled. A mew order of things has arisen:
the counsels, the interests, and the modes of
thought of another race, the Flemings, are, for
the moment, predominant in a part of the world
which they had never influenced before. How
ancient, now, the long contest between the Moor
and the Christian appears! It is not a change of
scene in Spain, it is a change of drama; and the
advent of a monarch so remarkable and so power-
ful as Charles the Fifth makes it a world-wide
drama, in which all the nations of any im-
portance in Europe are to take a part,—and each
of them a new part. For it is singular, and
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foreshadows great events, that large and sudden Boox IX.
changes have at the same time taken place in T
other prominent states of Europe, though in
none of them so great, and so pregnant with
future change, as in the kingdom of Spain.

It is almost fearful to contemplate the way
in which America, immediately after its dis-
covery, becomes mixed up with all the political
and religious turmoil of the Old World; and is
hurried about like a captive monarch in the train
of a restless conqueror, who, amidst the bustle of
other conquests, has not time to decide upon
what shall be done with his unfortunate prisoner.

It must not be supposed, however, that the
injury done to the Indies by its connection with
the Spanish court was of a direet kind, or such
as can be traced to cruelty, corruption, or even to
neglect, in high places. All that can be said is, Agais
that the affairs of the Indies did not meet with {2
that continuous attention which they absolutely e
needed; and that their immense importance was
not fully recognized. The historian is always an
apologist, and in that capacity is rejoiced to have
any bright spot to dwell upon in the picture he
has to present. 1 would rest the defence of the
Spanish government on this one fact alone—on
the gladness with which those, who have to write
the early history of America, will ever turn from
the confused transactions of unbounded rapacity
and blood-guiltiness, which must darken and
Sadden the narrative when its course is wholly in
the colonies, to the proceedings of the mother
¢ountry, however inadequate these may have
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Boox IX. been to the occasion,—which, it must be re-
Ch. 1. membered, was without precedent in the anmals

Always
some
redress
at the
court of
Spain,

of mankind.

Those who have never lived at courts have
been very apt to magnify the vice and treachery
of such places, just as those who dwell in the
country are prome to believe in the singular
wickedness of towns; but, after all, Virtue, like
the rest of us, being sometimes very weary of
dulness, quits groves and primeval settlements,
to take up her abode with polished people. And,
certainly, whenever the course of this narrative
conducts us to the court of Spain, even the most
cursory reader cannot fail to have the pleasure of
observing that there was at least sympathy for
the injured, and generally in some quarter or
other an earnest endeavour to redress the wrong,
which stand in striking and favourable contrast
with the terrible oppressions and misdeeds that
meet his eyes at every turn in the pages which
record the proceedings of the Spanish colonists.
Tt is like coming into daylight again after sudden
darkness. T cannot illustrate this contrast better
than by an incident which oecurred in Trinidad
about this period of the history, and which will
serve to show what enormities were occasionally
perpetrated in the West Indies, even under the
supervision of the Jeronimite Fathers. Such a
narrative, moreover, will give us a deeper interest
in the efforts of the Protector of the Indians, will
explain his vehemence, and tend to justify his
views.

Here, too, I must premise that Las Casas
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may, according to my observation of his writings Boox IX.
and character, be thoroughly trusted whenever ¢h-I:
he is speaking of things of which he has com- Accuracyof
- ' Las Casas.
petent knowledge. Seeing his vehemence, an
ordinary observer might be apt to doubt his
accuracy, though there has never been a greater
mistake, or a much more common one, than to
confound vehemence with inaccuracy. Far from
being an inaccurate man, he was studiously accu-
rate, which is to be seen throughout his history
in all manner of little things. His countenance,*
too, is that of a first-rate lawyer, extremely
benevolent, but at the same time indicating great
acuteness, brilliancy, and even elegance, in the
character. He was not especially fitted for an
ecclesiastic,t excepting in so far as a man of the
world, if essentially a good man, may make an
excellent ecclesiastic, as often happens. He was,
moreover, a gentleman, and in his history shows
delicacy and kindness in suppressing names
where there is no occasion to mention them, and
where the bringing persons forward would give
them or their descendants unnecessary pain. I
make no excuse for giving occasionally these
remarks upon Las Casas, as he is one of the
principal authorities for these times; and to

His
portrait,

. * The portrait of Tas Casas care for the Faith, though he was
% %o be seen, if I recollect a deeply religious man, as natu-
rlghtlx, in a private collection | ral pity that led him to espouse
at Seville, the cause of the Indians, which,
t In a very naive way he lets | especially in those times, would
{911 56e somehow or other in his ‘ have been thought so much the
1story, that it was not so much | inferior motive.




10 How Indians were

Boox IX. understand them, it is requisite to understand

Ch. 1.

Juan
Bono's
story,

him.

The following narrative of what occurred at
Trinidad, to hear which we are going to quit the
court; of Spain for a time, is given on the autho-
rity of Las Casas.

There was a certain man named Juan Bono,
and he was employed by the members of the
audiencia of St. Domingo to go and obtain
Indians. He and his men, to the number of
fifty or sixty, landed on the island of Trinidad.
Now the Indians of Trinidad were a mild,
loving, credulous race, the enemies of the Caribs
who ate human flesh. On Juan Bono's land-
ing, the Indians, armed with bows and arrows,
went to meet the Spaniards, and to ask them
who they were, and what they wanted. Juan
Bono replied, that his crew were good and
peacetul people, who had come to live with the
Indians; upon which, as the commencement of
good fellowship, the natives offered to build
houses for the Spaniards. The Spanish captain
expressed a wish to have one large house built.
The accommodating Indians set about building
it. It was to be in the form of a bell, and to be
large enough for a hundred persons to live in.
On any great occasion it would hold many more.
Every day, while this house was being built,
the Spaniards were fed with fish, bread, and fruit
by their good-natured hosts. Juan Bono was
very anxious to see the roof on, and the Indians
continued to work at the building with alacrity.
At last it was completed, being two stories high,
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and so constructed that those within could not see Boox IX.
those without. Upon a certain day Juan Bono b1
collected the Indians together, men, women, and Juan
children, in the building, to see, as he told them, fﬁ;_a
“ what was to be done.” Whether they thought

they were coming to some festival, or that they

were to do something more for the great house,

does not appear. However, there they all were,

four hundred of them, looking with much delight

at their own handiwork. Meanwhile, Juan Bono
brought his men round the building, with drawn
swords in their hands: then, having thoroughly
entrapped his Indian friends, he entered with a
party of armed men, and bade the Indians keep

still, or he would kill them. They did not listen

to him, but rushed against the door. A horrible
massacre ensued. Some of the Indians forced

their way out, but many of them, stupefied at

what they saw, and losing heart, were captured

and bound. A hundred, however, escaped, and,
Snatching up their arms, assembled in one of

their own houses, and prepared to defend them-
selves. Juan Bono summoned them to sur-
render: they would not hear of it; and then, as

Las Casas says, “ he resolved to pay them com-
pletely for the hospitality and kind treatment he dgfth of
had received,” and so, setting fire to the house, the g
whole hundred men, together with some women

and children, were burnt alive. The Spanish
¢aptain and his men retired to the ships with their
captives: and his vessel happening to touch at
Porto Rico when the J eronimite Fathers were
there, gave oceasion to Las Casas to complain of

this proceeding to the Fathers, who, however,
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Boox IX. did nothing in the way of remedy or punish-

Ch.:1.

Juan
Bong’s
story.

Spanish
govern-
ment

on the
death of
Ximenes,

ment. The reader will be surprized to hear the
Clerigo’s anthority for this deplorable narrative.
Itis Juan Bono himself. * From his own mouth
I heard that which I write.” Juan Bonoacknow-
ledged that never in his life had he met with the
kindness of father and mother but in the island
of Trinidad. “ Well, then, man of perdition,
why did you reward them with such ungrateful
wickedness and cruelty ?” ¢« On my faith, Padre,
because they (he meant the auditors) gave me for
destruction (he meant szstruction) to take them
in peace if I could not by war.”

Such were the transactions which Las Casas
must have had in his mind when he was pleading
the cause of the Indians at the court of Spain;
and that man would have been more than
mortal, who, brooding over these things, and
struggling to find a remedy for them, was always
temperate in his language and courtly in his
demeanour. I feel confident that St. Paul would
not have been so.

Returning now to the court of Spain, which
this short absence in barbarous parts will have
made more welcome to the reader, I will recount
what took place immediately after the death of
the great Cardinal. On that event the adminis-
tration of the affairs of Spain fell inevitably into
much confusion.  The King, as mentioned before,
was only sixteen years old; and it could not be
expected that he was yet to have much real
weight in affairs. It has been a common saying,
that he did not give promise, at this period of
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his life, of the sagacity which he afterwards mani- Boox IX.
fested. This is a mistake. Nobody knew more T
of the Spanish court than Perer Marryr. He
was a remarkably sincere man, and his testimony
in favour of the young King’s abilities is Very . o
strong.*  The truth is, that Charles was asa boy :lgealiiglf
what he turned out to be as a man—grave, unde-
monstrative, cautious, thoughtful, valiant. No
doubt he was very observant; and I think it is
manifest that the information he now obtained
about Indian affairs, swayed him throughout his
reign, and, as it will hereafter appear, influenced
him in the advice he gave in a great matter con-
nected with the government of the Spanish colo-
nies, at a period when he had withdrawn for the
most part from all human affaivs. At this time
of his life he trusted to his councillors, like a
sensible boy, was very constant to them, and
exceedingly liberal to all persons about him.

The two men who had now the supreme
authority in Spain, were Chigvres,t the King’s
former Governor, and his present Lord Chamber-

* “Quoad Regem nil est
quod possit ultra desiderari,

86 a natura omni egregia dote
Preditus.”— Epist., 608, See
also Fpist, 113, on the quick-
ness with which the King Jearnt
Spanish,

T He is called familiarly Chig-
Vres by writers of that period ;
but his name was William de
Croy, Lord of Chidvres, in Hai-
nault, afferwards Marquis  or
Duke of Aarschot.

From the description of Chis-
Vres, given by Sanpovar (Hist.

del Emperador Carlos V., lib.
2, sec. 33), it will be seen that
he was a dignified, elogquent, Jju-
dicious person, and an adroit
man of business :—

“Fué este Xevres hombre de
buena presencia, y elaro Juyzio,
hablava bien, y era en los nego-
cios cuydadoso, y quando en ellos
avia dificultades, inventava me-
dios para bien despacharlos.”

That last point mentioned in his
qualifications, inventive adroit-
ness in the conduct of affairs,
may remind the reader of what
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Ch. 1.

Chiévres
and Selva-
gius rule
Spain.

The
Flemish
courtiers,
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lain,—and the Grand Chancellor, Jean Salvage,
called by the Spaniards Selvagius. The Chan-
cellor settled all matters connected with jus-
tice; the other, those connected with patronage.
Las Casas speaks well of the disposition of the
Flemings, especially of their humanity; and he
seems to think that the Chancellor was an upright
man. Peter Martyr, on the other hand, in-
veighs furiously against the rapaciousness of the
Flemish courtiers, and especially against that of
Chiévres and the Chancellor. He says that all
things at court are now venal: the Flemish
courtiers are harpies and hydras; their power of
swallowing money he compares to wells and
whirlpools; and, dropping the metaphorical style,
tells us in plain prose, that they remitted to Flan-
ders one million one hundred thousand ducats.
Added to which, they appear to have taken but
little delight in Spain as a country to live in,
and were only anxious to get back to their own
northern regions, as if they were the regions of
the blest, *notwithstanding they do not deny
that in their own country they live the greater

Bacon nofices in reference to

3 | gent.”— A dvancement of Learn-
those who gain the favour of

ing. On “the wisdom touching

princes :—

“‘Vidisti virum velocem in
opere suo P coram regibus stabit,
nec erit inter ignobiles.” Fere
is observed, that of all virtues
for rising to honour, quickness of
dispatch is the best ; for superiors
many times love not to have
those they employ too deep or
too sufficient, but ready and dili-

negociation.”

Chidvres is aceused, like the
rest of the Flemings, and T fear
with some justice, of having been
rapacious and avaricious. But
the charges of Spanish historians
on this head against the Flem-
ings must always be looked at
with careful serutiny before they
are entirely credited.
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part of the year most wretched, by reason of the Boox IX.
thick ice.” Then they make no account of the Ch 1.
Spaniards, who “redden with shame, bite their

lips, and murmur secretly.”®  Oneé thing, how-

ever, Perer MARTYR mentions as a great dis-
eredit to the Flemish Chancellor, which will not

be thought so in these times. It appears that
Selvagius was averse to the powers exercised by

the Inquisition; and, on an occasion when the
Chancellor was ill, Prror Martyr observes, ‘It
would be for the good of the sacred Inquisition

that the Chancellor should be gathered to his
fathers.”+ The practice of bribery on the part of

the neophytes is alleged as the cause of the Chan-
cellor’s hostility to the Inquisition; but surely it

may well be imagined that a lawyer would be

very likely to view with great disfavour the mode

of proceeding with witnesses adopted by the In-
quisition.

The Flemish ministers were not without thejr PR
especial perplexities. They did not know whom -t the
to trust, or what to do: and they were too cau. e
tious to act without suficient knowledge. They
did not even know the language of the country
they governed. The King himself was busy
learning it. Tn this state of things the public
business languished.

The affairs of the Indies, however, gained

y f’{’ ist., 608, disruperit, sacra prostrabitur ine
bac“? Inquisitionis haere- quisitio et miseri Regis fama ster-
expedit ut majores visat | netur, qui se patitur a talibus
Nisi Atropos ejus filum | Harpyis gubernari.”- Epist.620.

8eos
5u0s,
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much more attention than might have been ex-
pected at this juncture. It happened thus: as
Las Casas had been at St. Domingo, on his way
to appeal against the proceedings of the Jeroni-
mite Fathers, he had seen those Franciscan monks
from Picardy, who had now been some time 1n
the island, and, as the reader may remember,
had formed part of Pedro de Cérdova's company,
when he set out for the Terra-firma. These
monks, with others, had signed letters of recom-
mendation in favour of Las Casas, and by good
fortune some of the foreign monks were known
to the Grand Chancellor, and their signatures
proved a favourable introduction for the Protector
of the Indians. He soon enlarged the advantages
arising from this introduction; and at last be-
came on such terms with the Chancellor, that this
greati functionary used to give Las (Casas all the
letters and memorials from the colonists or their
representatives, and the Clerigo then turned them
into Latin and made his remarks upon them,
showing what was true and what was false, or
wherein he approved, or dissented from, the views
of the writer. Finally, the Grand Chancellor
spoke of Las (Casas to the King, and received his
Highness's commands that they two should con-
sult together, and provide a remedy for the bad
government of the Indies.*

Again, therefore, great hopes might naturally
be entertained that something effectual would

# « Dominus noster jubet quod vos et ego apponamus remedia
Tndis,—faciatis vestra memorialia, —Lias Casas, Hist. de las
Indias, M&;, lib. 3, cap. 99.
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Dow be done on behalf of the Indians: ILas Boox IX,
Casas prepared his memorials, taking for hig Ch .
basis the plan which the Jeronimites had carried
out to Hispaniola, and which by this time they
had partially acted upon.  He added, however,
Some other things; amongst them, that of secur-
ing to the Indians their entire liberty. And he
provided a scheme for furnishing Hispaniola with
labourers from the mother country.

The outline of this scheme was as follows.
The King was to give to every labourer willing to
emigrate to Hispaniola his living during the
Journey from his place of abode to Seville, at the
rate of half a real a day throughout the Journey,
for great and small, child and parent. At Seville
the emigrants were to be lodged in the Casa de
la Contratacion (the India House), and were to
have from eleven to thirteen maravedis a day.
From thence they were to have a free passage to
Hispaniola, and to be provided with food for a
year.* And if the climate “ should try them so —
much,” that at the expiration of this year they emigration
should not be able to work for themselves, the ™™
King was to continue to maintain them, but this
extra maintenance was to be put down to the
account of the emigrants, as a loan which they
-—-_'_"————_._‘_

* “La 6rden de Ia poblacion | dia; y en Sevilla se los diese po-
della hizo de esty Manera; que | sada en la casa de la Contrata-
el Rey diese 4 cada labrador que | cion, y once & trece maravedises
quisiese vepjy 4 poblar en ella | para comer cada dia, de manera

osde que partiese de su pobla- | que tanto se dava al nifio de teta,
¢lon hasta Sevilla, de comer, para | como 4 sus Padres,

© qual so sefial6 4 cada persona | De alli pasage y matalotage
100 con grande medig real cada | hasta esta Isla, y en ella un aflo
VOL. 11,
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were to repay. The King was to give them lands
(his own lands), furnish them with ploughshares
and spades, and provide medicines for them.
Lastly, whatever rights and profits acerued from
their holdings were to become hereditary. This
was certainly a most liberal plan of emigration.
And, in addition, there were other privileges held
out as inducements to these labourers.

In connection with the above scheme, Las
(Casas, unfortunately for his reputation in after
ages, added another provision, namely, that each
Spanish resident in the island should have licence
to import a dozen negro slaves.

The origin of this suggestion was, as he
informs us, that the colonists had told him, that
if licence were given them to import a dozen
negro slaves each, they, the colonists, would
then set free the Indians. And so, recollecting
that statement of the colonists, he added this

rovision. Las Casas, writing his history in
his old age, thus frankly owns his error: *This
advice, that licence should be given to bring
negro slaves to these lands, the Clerigo Casas first
gave, not considering the injustice with which
the Portuguese take them, and make them slaves;
which advice, after he had apprehended the
nature of the thing, he would not have given for

de comer hasta que ellos lo tu- | un afio que el Rey les diese,
viesen de suyo. Y si la tierra | fuese prestado para que se lo
los probase tanto que no estu- | pagase quando pudiese.” — Lias
biesen para trabajar mas tiempo | Casas, Hist. de las Indias, M8,
de un afio, que lo que demas de | lib. 3, cap. 101.
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all he had in the world. For he always held Boox Ix.
that they had been made slaves unjustly and Ch 1.
tyrannically : for the same reason holds good of
them as of the Tndians.”* The above confession is
delicately and truthfully worded—*not consider-
Ing”—he does not say, not being aware of; but,
though it was a matter known to him, his moral
Sense was not watchful, as it were, about it. We
must be careful not to press the admissions of a
generous mind too far, or to exaggerate the im-
portance of the suggestion of Las Casas.

It would be quite erroneous to look upon this
Suggestion as being the introduction of Negro Negro
slavery. From the earliest times of the disco. Slavery not

introduced
very of America, negroes had heen sent there; into the

? Indies by
my readers have already seen Ferdinand’s letters Las Cnsos
about them; and the young King Charles, had,
while in Flanders, granted licences to his courtiers
for the import of negroes into Hispaniola, But,
what is of more significance, and what it jg
Strange that Las Casas was not aware of, or did
D0t mention, the J eronimite Fathers had also
come to the conclusion, that negroes must he
mtroduced into the West Indies. Writing in
J anuary, 1518, when the Fathers could not have

OWn what was passing in Spain in relation to
h-\-—’—u__;

=t STl Selicsy oo Lty It gl

" » “Este aviso de que se diese  habia en el mundo, Porque

1cencig Para traer esclavos ne. siempre los tuvo por injusta ¥

gi“g % estas tierras; qig Primero | tirdnicamente hechos esclavos :

ea, ,i_r‘gf"C&sas, 1o advirtiéndo ! porque la misma razon es de ellos

Musticia: con” que 1o Portu- | que de los Indios,”—Lus Casas,

¥ hacen esclavos; | Hist, de las Indias, M8, lib. 3

8 de que eay cap. 101,
diera por quanto

o2

el qual despug
en ellop no lo
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Boox IX. this subject, they recommended licences to be
Ch. I given to the inhabitants of Hispaniola or to other
The Jero- persons, to bring negroes there.* From the
mmiy. tenor of their letter it appears that they had
sme - hofore recommended the same thing. Zuazo, the

Tas Cus. judge of residencia, and the legal colleague of Las
Casas, wrote to the same effect. He, however,
suggested that the negroes should be placed in
settlements, and married. Fray Bernardino de
Manzanedo, the Jeronimite Father, sent over to
counteract Las Casas, gave the same advice as
his brethren about the introduction of negroes.
He added a proviso, which does mnot appear in
their letter (perhaps it did exist in one of the
earlier ones), that there should be as many women
as men sent over, or more.}

Selvagius The suggestion of Las Casas was approved

and Adrian of lyy the Chancellor and by Adrian the colleague

approve

thisadvice. of the late Cardinal: and, indeed, it is probable

% « En especial que & ellas se | en el trabajo y pueden mas apro-
puedan traer negros bozales y | bechar & sus finimas y 4 su mul-
para los traer de la calidad que | tiplicacion.” — GerdONiMOs @l

sabemos que para acd combiene
que Vuestra Alteza nos mande
embiar facultad para que desde
esta isla se arme para ir por ellos
4 las Islasde Cavo verde y tierra
de Guinea 6 que esto se pueda
hacer por otra cualquiera persona
desde esos para los traer ach. Y
cren Vuestra Alteza que si esto se
concede demas de ser mucho pro-
becho para los pobladores destas
Islas y rentas de Vuestra Alteza
serlo ha para que estos indios sus
vasallos sean cuidados y relevados

Rey, 18 de Enero, de 1518.
(Simancas.  Deseripciones
poblaciones ). — Coleccion de
Mu%oz, MS., tom. 76.

+ “Los de la Espaficla todos
piden licencia para llebar negros
pues no bastan los Indios. Tsto
A todos allh mos parecié bien,
siendo tantas 6 mas hembras que
varvones.” — Memorial que did
en Valladolid Frat BERNAL-
piNo DE MANZANEDO por [He-
brero, de 1518.—Coleceion de
Mvufoz, MS., tom. 76.
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there wag hardly a man of that time who would Boox IX.

have seen further than the excellent Clerigo did. Ch- 1.

Las Casas was asked, what number of negroes

would suffice? He replied that he did not know;

Upon which a letter was sent to the officers of the

India House at Seville, to ascertain the fit number

i their opinion. They said that four thousand

would at present suffice, being one thousand for

each of the islands, Hispaniola, Porto Rico, Cuba,

and Jamaica, Somebody now suggested to the

Governor De Bresa, a Fleming of much influence

and a member of the Council, that he should ask Liconce to

for this licence to be given to him, De Bresa p: f;‘é‘;“

accordingly asked the King for it, who granted e
s request; and the Fleming sold this licence

to certain Genoese merchants for twenty-five

thousand ducats, having obtained from the King

a pledge that for eight years he should give no

other licence of this kind.

The consequence of this monopoly enjoyed by

the Genoese merchants was, that negroes were

sold at g great price, of which there are frequent

complaints.  Both Las Casas and Pasamonte

(rarely found in accord) suggested to the King ;

that it would e better to pay the twenty-five e

resultof the
: nopoly.
ousand ducats and resume the licence, or to ™onpely

abridge g term.  Figueroa, writing to the
o peror from S, Domingo in July, 1520, says,

€8roes are very much in request: none have
fome for about 5 year. It would have been
fztter to have given De Bresa the customs’ duties
(a. ¢ the duties that had been usually paid on

© Importation of slaves) than to have placed a
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Boox IX. prohibition.”* T have scarcely a doubt that the
Ch- 1. immediate effect of the measure adopted in conse-
quence of the Clerigo’s suggestion was greatly to
check that importation of negro slaves, which
otherwise, had the licence been general, would

have been very abundant.

Before quitting this part of the subject, some-
thing must be said for Las Casas which he does
not allege for himself.+ This suggestion of his
about the negroes was not an isolated one. Had
all his suggestions been carried out, and the
Indians thereby been preserved, as I firmly be-

T they might have been, these negroes might
have remained a very insignificant number in the
general population. By the destruction of In-
dians a void in the laborious part of the com-
munity was being constantly created, which had
to be filled up by the labour of negroes. The
negroes could bear the labour in the mines much
better than the Indians; and any man who per-
ceived that a race, of whose Christian virtues and
capabilities he thought highly, were fading away
by reason of being subjected to labour which
their natures were incompetent to endure, and
which they were most unjustly condemned to,

* @ Negros son muy deseados : | leccion de MuRoz, MS., tom.
ningunos han venido ha cerca | 76.

de un afio. Mejor huviera sido + Las Casas is much misre-
darle los derechos al de Bresa que | presented by HurrERA, who gives
poner estanco.” —ArL Esmrrra- | an account of the suggestion as
por Princier Rev: Lices- | if it were made, not in addition
c1apo Fiaueroa. Santo Do- | to, but in substitution for other
mingo, 6 de Julio, 1520.—Cs- | measures.
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might prefer the misery of the smaller number Boox Ix.
of another race treated with equal injustice, but Ch. 1.
mmore capable of enduring it. I do not say that
Las Casas considered all these things; but, at
any rate, in estimating his conduct, we must
recollect, that we look at the matter centuries
after it occurred, and see all the extent of the
evil arising from circumstances which no man
could then bhe expected to foresee, and which
were inconsistent with the rest of the Clerigo’s
plans for the preservation of the Indians.

I suspect that the wisest amongst us would
very likely have erred with him: and I am not
sure that taking all his plans together, and
taking for granted, as he did then, that his in-
fluence at court was to last, his suggestion about
the negroes was an impolitic one.

One more piece of advice Las Casas gave at
this time, which, if it had been adopted, would
have been most serviceable, He proposed that 5, .. -
forts for mercantile purposes, containing about o 1
thirty persons, should be erected at intervals Las Casas.
along the coast of the Terra-firma, to traffic
with merchandize of Spain for gold, silver and
precious stones: and, in each of these forts,
ecclesiastics were to be placed, to undertake the
Superintendence of spiritual matters, In this
scheme may be seen an anticipation of our own
plans  for commercial intercourse with Africa.
And, indeed, one is constantly reminded by the
Proceedings in those times of what has occurred
much later and under the auspices of other nations.

Of all thege suggestions, some of them cer-
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Boox IX. tainly excellent, the only questionable one was

Ch, 1.

Bishop of
Burgos
recalled
to power,

at once adopted. Such is the irony of life. If
we may imagine superior beings looking on at
the affairs of men, and bearing some unperceived
part of the great contest in the world, this was a
thing to have gladdened all the hosts of Hell.

Turning our thoughts from bad angels to
bad men, it is vexatious to find the Bishop of
Burgos creeping back to power just at this period.
For a long time the Bishop had been quite in
the background: and Conchillos, Ferdinand’s
minister, who also formerly had great weight in
the government of the Indies, finding himself
without any authority, had retired to his estate.
But now, owing, it is said, to the effect of sixteen
thousand ducats, or because the Bishop had been
so long engaged in the Indian administration
that his absence was felt (for Las Casas is by no
means certain of the bribery), the Bishop was
recalled to the Council; and he opposed, as
quietly as he could, the excellent plans of Las
Casas for colonization. The Bishop said, that
for these twenty years he had been endeavouring
to find labourers to go to the Indies, and that he
had not yet found twenty men who would go.
Las Casas engaged to find three thousand. The
Clerigo, too, could give a reason why the Bishop
had not succeeded in getting labourers, saying
that it was because the Indies had been made a
penal colony.,

At the time of these altercations in the
Council, the court had been moving from Valla-
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dolid, in order that the King might take formal Boox Ix.
possession of the throne of Aragon. 1In the Ch-r.
course of the journey, at Aranda on the Douro,

Las Casas fell ill, and was left behind, much re- ﬁ??s(fﬂm
gretted, as he tells us, even the boy King saying

“I wonder how Micer Bartholomew is” (04 qué i B
lal estard Micer Bartolomé). The King, young as regard for
he was, was likely to approve of a sound-hearted e
man like Las Casas, and, though a person who
has but one subject is apt to be rather trouble-
some, yet his devotedness elicits a certain interest
for him. Moreover, anything that has life and
earnestness in it, is welcome to sombre people.

I am particular in noticing this liking of the
young King for Las Casas, as I cannot but
attribute some of the King’s future proceedings
with regard to the Indians to the information he
was silently acquiring from the Clerigo at this
period. Thus it is that good seed is not lost,
which should be a comfort to those who in their
own time make great efforts, and seem to do
nothing. 1In a few days the Clerigo, whom the

court, left ill at Aranda, got better, and he over- g e
took them before they reached Saragossa. The
Grand Chancellor received him very kindly. The

great business of the reformation of the Indian
government, of which the part only that was to

® 1o reformation had been accomplished, was

10w to be proceeded with. Again, however, it was
delayed,—this time by the illness of the Bishop

of Burgos, who must now be consulted ; though,

% Las Cusas retained his full favour with the
Chancellor, of which there is good evidence, the
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Bishop was not able to thwart the views of the
Clerigo. Indeed, Las Casas received at this
Juncture the evidence of Father Roman con-
cerning the horrible cruelties committed by one
of the captains of Pedrarias, named Espinosa,
of which mention has before been made,* and
which caused the destruction of 40,000 souls:+
and Las Casas took care to bring this evidence
before the Chancellor, who sent him with it to
the Bishop.

At last, on the Bishop’s recovery, the Junta
for the business of the Indies was on the point of
being called together, “to-morrow” it may be
(Lias Casas is speaking of a certain Friday when
he is to sup with the Chancellor), when, in the
evening of that day, the Chancellor’s servants tell
him that a little page of his, a nephew, who was
ill in the house, is dead, at which he appeared
very sorrowful. “To-morrow” the Chancellor
himself feels ill, and does not go to the palace.
There are symptoms of fever. On Monday, how-
ever, he is well enough to go to the window of
his room. We may imagine with what anxiety
Las Casas heard of the illness: it may be that
he was the very person who, ever on the watch,
perceived the Chancellor at the window. But the

San  Francisco, llamado Fray
Francisco de Sant Roman, que
afirmaba por sus ojos, haver visto

* Bee ante, book 6, chap. 2.

t “ Entre tanto recibié una.|
Carta el Clérigo de Sevilla del |
Padre Fray Reginaldo de quien | meter 4 espada, y echar fi perros
arriba en el Capitulo noventa y | brabos sobre quarenta mill animas
ocho hizimos mencion, haciéndole | de Indios.”—Lias Casas, Hist.
saber, como habia llegado alli de | de Jas Indias, MS., lib, 3, cap.
la tierra firme un Religioso de | 102,
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fever was not to be baffled: they did not bleed Boox IX.
the poor man in time, according to the theory of Ch-1.
those days; he died; and on Wednesday he was

not even on the face of the earth. * And the

Grand Chancellor being dead, of a truth there

died, for that time, all hope of a remedy for the
Indians.”

This, as Lias Casas remarks, was the second
time,* when the “salvation” of those nations A second

; great
(the Indians) seemed assured, and when a reverse reverse

oceurred, and hope altogether vanished away. So Sy
frightfully valuable is the life of a great man in a
despotic state: and it may console us, who live
under representative governments, for a certain
mediocrity and difficulty in the management of
public affairs, that at least we are not subject to
these dreadful reverses occasioned by the loss of
one man. Whatis gained by us is mostly gained
upon the increase of insight in large bodies of
men, and will live and angment itself with the
advancement of the general thought of the nation.

Upon the Grand Chancellor’s death, the Bishop pishop of
f)f Burgos instantly regained all his old influence frf,‘{{‘ij’u““'fr
m the government of the Indies; and down went %

the Clerigo ““into the abysses,” as he expresses it.

——

* T suppose the first time was | of Burgos. 2. The appointment
W}}ED, according to Lias Casas, | of Jeronimites. 3. The present

imenes ook Indian affairs in | one, viz., the appointment by the
hand.; but I should name three | King of the Chancellor Selvagius
OCcasions,—1, The appointment | and Las(asas to provide a remedy
of the Junta who made the laws | for the Indies.
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Nothing was to be done with the interim Chan-
cellor, a very phlegmatic Dean,* who praised the
(Clerigo’s unwearied efforts, but could not summon
up energy enough to assist him: “and certainly,”
to use our historian’s own words, * when a man
of a choleric temperament, like the Clerigo, and
an excessively phlegmatic person, like the good
Dean, have to transact business together, it is no
slight torment to each of them. However,” he
slyly adds, *“ it did not kill the Dean, such was his
phlegmatic patience.”

At this time, on the Bishop of Burgos’s sug-
gestion, an especial Couneil for Indian affairs was
formed. He wasappointed president; Hernando
de Vega and Zapata, both of whom had con-
nections in the colonies, and who had themselves
been deprived of Indians by the first law of Xi-
menes, were of this Council; Peter Martyr, the
historian, was put upon it; also Don Garcia de
Padilla, the only person in the Council likely to
take up new views. The appointment of such
a council was very disheartening to Las Casas,
who, nevertheless, like a brave man as he was,
went about his work just as if all were smooth
before him and shining brightly upon him.

The first act of the Bishop was, to recal the
Jeronimite Fathers. Though for some time be-
fore this they had possessed no real power (we
find that their letters to the authorities in Spain
were never answered), yet their presence and
their influence must still have been productive of

# The Dean of Besangon.
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good, and must at least have been felt as a con- Boox IX.
siderable restraint upon evil-doers. Those, there- Ch- 1.
fore, who cared for the welfare of the Indies,
must have been sorry to see the last vestige of
the policy of the great Ximenes now altogether
effaced from the Indian government.

It has been stated,* that, on the Jeronimite
Fathers placing the Indians in settlements, the
small pox came among them and carried off num-
bers. As I said before, I think this cause of the Bttt
destruction of the Indians (a very convenient one pox i9the
for the conquerors to allege) has been exaggerated. everrated.
And T am confirmed in this opinion by a letter
written by Zuazo, which must have arrived at
court about four or five months before this time,
in which he says nothing of the small pox, but
assigns as one of the main causes of the decrease
of the Indians the frequent change of government
that there had been, which led to new reparti-
mientos, and to changes of climate and water for
the Indians, which were fatal to many of them,
as in a number of small things, passed rapidly
from hand to hand, even with care, the number is
soon diminished.

Just at this time, when the Bishop of Burgos
Was carrying it with a high hand in the Couneil
of the Indies, a little gleam of good fortune broke
most unexpectedly upon Las Casas and his cause.
In all his affairs at court, he had principally been
‘onversant with the late Chancellor, yet some

* See Ovieno and Herrena.
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Boox IX. knowledge of the business for which Las Casas

Cha 1.

Flemish
counrtiers
favour
Las Casas.

worked at court with such indomitable persever-
ance was doubtless generally cireulated amongst
the courtiers. Amongst them there was a certain
Monsieur de Bure (a young man, as I conjecture),
who, it appears, had a desire to make himself ac-
quainted with this business of the Indians. He
caused his wish to be made known to the Clerigo:
they had a meeting in the palace; and Las Casas
acquainted him fully with the whole state of the
case. Monsieur de Bure was much affected by
the Clerigo’s narration. De Bure was a powerful
man, being the nephew of De Laxao,* who enjoyed
great influence with the King, and who, being the
sommelier du corps,t slept in the King’s room. He
was a person celebrated for his wit, and probably
on that account his society was exceedingly re-
lished by the grave young King. Monsieur de
Bure brought Las Casas to his unele De Laxao,
who also was much interested in the account
which Tas Casas gave of Indian affairs, and
the result was, that he found protectors in
these powerful men of the King’s household and

council.

At this time the Spanish court sent over

* Carlos Puper, Lord of Laxao. | darle,
+ Sommelier was corrupted | la cama real.

y todo lo perteneciente &
Sumanus prafec-

into Sumiller by the Spaniards.
The following is the definition of
the office. * La persona muy
distinguida en palacio, & cuyo
cargo esté la asistencia al rey en
su retrete, para vestirle y desnu-

tus eubiculi regis.

« Fg nombre introducido en
(Castilla con la casa de Borgoiia.”
— Dicecionario de la Lengua
Castellana por la Academia
FEspaiiola.
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Rodrigo de Figueroa to take a residencia of the Boox IX.
auditors of St. Domingo, and of the judges ap- Ch- 1.
pointed by the Admiral. A certain Doctor de la

Gama was appointed to take a residencia of the
Lieutenant Governor of San J uan, andof Velazquez

in Cuba: and Lope de Sosa was sent to succeed Residen-
Pedrarias as governor of the Terra-firma, and to 5f sy

of several

take a residencia of the same Governor. Infor- i
mation having been given that the inhabitants of ndies.
Trinidad were cannibals, the King’s Council re-

solved to order war to be made upon them; but

Las Casas prevailed upon the Council to insert in

the instructions which Figueroa was to take

with him, that, as the Clerigo Bartolomé de Las

Casas asserted that the natives of Trinidad were

not cannibals, Figueroa should, on arriving at

St. Domingo, examine carefully into the truth of

this statement. He did so, and found that these ilen
poor islanders were not cannibals, but very quiet © Trinidd

not canni-

people, as Figueroa himself afterwards bore testi- bols.
mony.

What Figueroa and these other authorities
accomplished may be seen at another time; but
the cause of the Indies was now to be maintained
at the Spanish court; and Las Casas was the
only champion who perseveringly did battle there
in its behalf,

At this period the Clerigo received a letter S i
from Pedro de Cérdova, in which, after telling of Oecdova's
Some horrible exploits of the Spaniards in the
1sland of Trinidad, and expressing himself in a
Way that seems to show he was much dissatisfied
with the proceedings of the Jeronimite Fathers,
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Book IX. the good prelate of the Dominicans went on to

h. 2

Pedro de
Cordova's
plan,

say, that he wished that one hundred leagues on
the coast of the Terra-firma about Cumana were
set apart by the King, to be entered solely by the
Franciscan and Dominican monks, for the purpose
of preaching the gospel there. His desire was,
that no layman might be permitted to enter, so
that no hinderance might occur to the good work :
and he suggested, that, if Las Casas could not
obtain a hundred leagues, he should endeavour to
obtain ten; and that, if he could not get such a
tract of land on the Terra-firma set apart for this
purpose, he should try and get some little islands,
called the Islands of Alonso, about fifteen or
twenty leagues from the coast. The object was,
that this land set apart might be a city of refuge
for the poor Indians, and a place wherein to teach
the gospel to them. Pedro de Cérdova added
that, if none of these requests should be granted,
he would recal the brethren of his Order from
those parts, for it was of no use their preaching
“ when the Indians saw those who called them-
selves Christians acting in opposition to Chris-
tians.”

The good Father imagined that Las Casas
was very powerful at court, not knowing how
things had been changed by the death of the
Chancellor, and by the return of the Bishop of
Burgos to power. Las Casas, however, did
what he could to further the request of Pedro de
Cérdova, but with no avail, the Bishop of Burgos
saying, the King would be well advised indeed to
grant a hundred leagues without any profit to
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himself.  Such was the reply, as Las Casas notes, Boox Ix.
of one of the successors of the apostles, who laid Chb. 1.

down their lives for the sake of conversion, And, as
for profit, to the King, “no profit did he derive for
forty years and more from those hundred leagues,
or from eight thousand in addition, exeept to
have them ravaged, desolated, and destroyed.”*

As mothing could be done at present in the
scheme suggested by Pedro de Cérdova, Las e
Casas returned to the prosecution of his own home o
Plan, namely, the sending out of labourers to the
West India islands. Tn this he was favoured hy
Cardinal Adrian and the other Flemings; and
he succeeded in obtaining all the provisions and
orders that he wanted for that purpose. Amongst
others, he procured that a certain esquire called
Berrio, an Italian, should be appointed by the
King, and called the king’s captain. He was to
accompany Las Casas, to be under his orders,
and to give notice by trumpet in the various
towns of the purpose which Las Casas came to
anmounce. This man, however, had no intention
of really serving under the Clerigo, but he went
to the Bishop of Burgos, and secretly got his
orders altered from “ Do what he shall desire
You,” to “ Do what may seem good to you.”¢

The Clerigo with his squire and other attend-
s set off on his expedition for procuring emi-

* Lag Casas, Hist. de las donde decia hagais lo que ¢l os
Indiqs, MS., lib, 3, cap. 104. | dixere, hagais lo que 08 parve-
t “Mandy o Obispo luego | ciere,”—T,a5 Casas, Hist. de las
e se rayn I, Cédula, y que Ludias, MS., lib. 3, cap. 104.
Yor., 11, D
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grant labourers. He directed his course from
Saragossa towards Castille, assembling the people
in the churches and informing them of the benefits
and privileges they would acquire by emigrating.
Numbers consented to go, inseribing their names
in abook. At Berlanga, out of a population of
two hundred, more than seventy inscribed their
names. It gives a curious insight into those
times, to see that the inducement with these
people to emigrate, was to get away from the
seignorial rights over them. They came to Las
(Casas with the greatest secrecy; and he relates
this speech made by four of them. *Seflor, none
of us wishes to go to the Indies for want of means
here, for each of us has a hundred thousand mara-
vedis of hacienda and more, but we go to leave our
children in a free land under royal jurisdiction.”*

As was to be expected, the lords of these
places were very hostile to Las (Casas; but their
opposition was a trifling evil compared to the in-
subordination of Berrio. This man often re-
quested leave to go to Andalucia, where his wife
was. The Clerigo would not allow this; they
would come, he said, to Andalucia in good time;
they were upon duty now: but no remonstrances
sufficed to retain Berrio, who came one day,
booted and spurred, to the Clerigo, and asked if
he had any orders for Andalucia. Las Casas
then learnt for the first time that this Berrio was
in fact no servant of his, but free to act for him-
self: and the man accordingly took his departure

# Lias Casas, Hist. de las Indias, MS,, lib. 3, cap. 104.
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in this most wilful fashion. The mischief did Boox IX.
not stop here. Berrio went to Andalucia, and, ©h- -
having collected about two hundred vagabonds, —
tapsters and roysterers and idle people, anything
but labourers, went with them to the India House
at Seville. The official persons there, having
received no orders about them, were in complete
perplexity what to do. They shipped them off|
however, in two vessels which happened to be on
the point of sailing at that time; and the unfor-
tunate rabble of emigrants arrived in this way at
Bt. Domingo. There again the official people gy
had received no orders to provide anything e =
for the emigrants, many of whom died; others scheme.
crowded into the hospitals; others returned to
their former mode of life; and others preyed upon
the Indians. Thus ended this miserable expedi-
tion; and this ending may justly be attributed to
the outrageous conduct of the Bishop of Burgos
in altering a despatch, after it had been signed.

Las Casas resolved to return to court. He
was now fully assured of the facility of obtaining
emigrants, but he did not wish to do any more at
present than he had done in the matter, consider-
g the probable opposition of the great lords and
the defection of Berrio, and also taking into ac-
count the readiness of the common people to
emigrate, which made it only a subject of more
urgent concern to consider carefully what was to
be done. 'When the Bishop of Burgos had heard
the Clerigo’s account of his expedition, in which
he t.old his Lordship that he could answer for pro-
‘uring not only three thousand but eight thousand

D2
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Book IX. labourers, the Bishop said it was ““a great matter,

Ch. .5

Las Casas
contends
for sgup-
port of
emigrants,

a great matter indeed;” but, as usual, nothing
came of this speech, only that by repeated and
energetic remonstrances Las Casas prevailed
upon the Council to send wine and provisions
after the poor wretches who had already sailed.
These supplies, however, came too late. And so
ended this plan for the benefit of the Indies.

‘With all our aids and appliances of modern
times, we, too, find emigration to be no light un-
dertaking—one of the main difficulties being that
the emigrants are generally of one class, so that
the peculiarities of that one class are liable to be
developed to the uttermost, and have to be pro-
vided for all at once.

At this time the court removed to Barcelona.
A controversy that the Clerigo had there with the
Bishop of Burgos about the emigration scheme
deserves to be recorded. Tas Casas would not
in any way further the proposed emigration,
without being assured of the emigrants receiv-
ing support for a year after their arrival. This
was a fundamental part of his plan, and finding
that it was not to be conceded, and that other
persons were being sought for, to take charge
of the emigration, he wrote to the towns which
he had previously visited, and warned the people
against going. When Las Casas was arguing
one day before the Council of the Indies for the
allowance of a year's support to be made to the
emigrants, the Bishop said that the King would
spend more with those labourers, than with an
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armada of twenty thousand men (the Lord Bishop Boox IX.
was much more versed in fitting out armadas Ch-T-
than in saying masses), to which Las Casas re-
plied: “ It appears then to your Lordship, that
after you have been the death of so many Indians,
you wish to be the death of Christians also. DBut
it was put in that courteous way” (I do not
myself see the courtesy), “though not without
sarcasm. 1 do not know,” he adds, * whether
the Bishop, who was no fool, took it.”

In fine, however, nothing could be made of
this obdurate Bishop, and Las Casas almost glad Las Casas
: 4 e ¢ 57" abandons
to be freed from the responsibility of the emi- the emi-

grating scheme, immediately turned his fertile b
mind to another plan, which he thought might
with worldly men appear more feasible.

There was still in his thoughts the original
plan of Pedro de Cordova, for enclosing, as it
were, a hundred leagues along the coast of the
Terra-firma, and forbidding the entrance of lay-
men into it. That scheme, however, was liable
to the objection of the Bishop of Burgos, that it
held out no solid pecuniary advantage to the
crown. These two things, profit for the Kingﬁnewm
and the preaching of the gospel, must therefore notable
be combined; and from this idea came the fol- .
lowing ingenious proposition.

I may mention here, in the way of paren-
thesis, that a new Grand Chancellor, a learned and
good man, according to our historian, had come
from Flanders. This was Charles the Fifth's cele-
brated Chancellor, Arhorio de Gattinara, a man
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Book IX. whose name is found in connection with several of

Ch.T. the preatest events of the age in which he lived.
The He was employed, in 1508, in megociating the
Gateelr Teague of Cambray ; he was president of the par-
coucerned - Jiament of Burgundy, from which office he was

ik drivén by the nobles; he made the speech for his
master to the electors of the Empire on the
occasion of Charles being chosen Emperor; he
opposed in the most resolute manner* the adop-
tion of the treaty of Madrid, which set Francis
the First at liberty ; and even refused to affix his
signature to that treaty,t a formality that be-
longed to his office; and finally Gattinara is said
to have been concerned in settling the celebrated
peace of Cambray. Just before his death, in 1529,
he was made a cardinal.

. His moderation in reference to the Refor-
. Mation is well known, and coincides with the
o high esteem which he had for Erasmus.t I ima-

gine him to have been one of the earliest of those
professional statesmen, if the phrase may be used,
who were afterwards so trustfully employed by
Charles the Fifth, and in another generation by
Elizabeth of England. Gattinara and Granvella
correspond to Burleigh, the elder Bacon, and the

* See the Chancellor’s speech.  quando consuetudo tecum, et
—(GuicerarpiNg, vol. 8, p. 261. | responderem, fuisse, sed parvan,
Milano, 1803. [subito adderet, Revera fuit tibi

+ See GUICCIARDINT, p. 284. | consuetudo cum Christianissimo

1 “Mercurinus a Cattinariis, | viro et eruditissimo, mihi semper
Cancellarius, quoties de te men- | amicissimo. Aderant tunc Valde-
tionem facit sacrosanctam P Adeo | sius et Scepperus. Idem Cancella-
ut cum eum nuper inviserem (la- rius seribit jam tibi."—Erasar,
borabat ille podagra), et interro- = Hpistole; No. 469, Lugd. Bat.
garet me, si fuerat mihi ali-| 1703
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other statesmen who stood round the throme of Boox TX.
that Queen. Ch. 1.
Gattinara favoured Las Casas almost ag much g, Soniits
as his predecessor in the chancellor’s office, Selva- RhelClaxtge:
gius, had done. The Clerigo says that the Chan-
cellor loved him much;* and as Las Casas was
only a poor suitor, whose claims for attention
were no other than the justice and the goodness
of his cause, it is greatly to the eredit of this
Chancellor that he was always willing to give
audience to Las Casas, and that he uniformly de-
fended him. Whether, however, Gattinara had
not quite as much influence as Selvagius (and it 1s
certain he was not on such good terms with
Chidvres), or whether he himself was won over to
a certain extent by the Bishop of Burgos, it 18
clear that this mischievous prelate had more
power now in Tndian affairs than he had pos-
sossed under the former Chancellor.
Gattinara, though mixed up with so many
great affairs in France, in Grermany, in Italy, and
in Spain,

was never perhaps seen so closely, nor,
T imagine, to such advantage, as he will be in the
following pages.t

The new proposition which Las (asas had to

% « Acudia € (el Clérigo) &

que donde quiera que se hallava
los Flamencos, mayormente &

con el Rey 6 en los Consejos,

Monsieur de Laxao que moria
por €él; y al gran Chanciller
que habia venido de nuevo, el
qual despues que supo bien la
negociacion y lo que pretendia el
Clérigo, lo amé mucho, y era ¢l

como fuese de todos por su oficio
Cabeza: lo habia y ayudaba y
favorecia, y en todo le dava gran
crédito."—Jas Casas, Hist. de
las Tudias, M8, lib. 3, cap. 132.

+ Itis a great peculiarity of the
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Boox IX. bring forward under this new dymasty (for the

Ch. 2

The plan
of Las
(asas for
colonizing
the Terra-
firma.

His
knights.

change of chancellors was almost a change of
dynasty to him), is a very remarkable one, Tt
formed the turning point of the Clerigo’s own
life, and in its consequences had the widest in-
fluence upon the fortunes of the New World.
The substance of it was as follows :—

Las Casas engaged to find fifty Spaniards,
which he thought he could do amongst the
colonists, moderate and reasonable men, who
would undertake the good work he had in hand
for them out of Christian motives, at the same
time having a fair view to furthering their own
interests by lawful means. He limited himself
to fifty, because fifty would be more manageable
than a greater number, and would be sufficient
for peaceful converse with the Indians.

These fifty were to subseribe two hundred
ducats each, making ten thousand in the whole,
which he thought would be enough to provide
the requisite outfit and sustenance for a year, and
presents for the Indians.

The fifty were to wear a peculiar dress, white
cloth with coloured crosses, like the Knights of
Cala,tra,va, but having some additional ornament.
Much ridicule was afterwards thrown on this part
of the scheme ; and the proposed knmights obtained

narrative of Las (asas, that, | history of the great Cardinal
whenever .he brings his reader in Ximenes, will perhaps have made
contact with the great men of him more familiar to the student
his time, he presents them in | of history than any other trans-

their homeliest appearance. What | aetion in which the Cardinal was
has already been told in this | engaged.
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the name of sanbenitos, in allusion to the dress of Boox IX.
heretics worn at an aufo da fé. The object, how- Ch-*-
ever, of having a peculiar dress, was to distin-
guish this band from any Spaniards whom the
Indians had seen before. They were also to bring
a message to the Indians, of a new tenour, telling
them that they were sent to salute them from the
King of Spain, who had heard of the evils and op-
pressions they (the Indians) had suffered, that
they were to give them presents as a sign of
amity, and to protect them from the other Span-
iards who had done them injury.

Las Casas says that he had it in his mind, if
God had prospered the work, to get the Pope and
the King to allow this body to be formed into a
religious fraternity.

For the profit of the King, Las Casas held out
the following inducements ;—that he would pacify ;...
the country assigned to him, which he requested E‘:ﬂ}zir;'
should begin a hundred leagues above Paria* and
extend down the coast a thousand leagues;t

# That means & hundred | bronght to light, bearing the
leagues to the eastward of Paria, | signature of Las Casas, but
i. e., taking the river Dulee as without date, which must, how-
the castern limit. * Conviene 4 |ever, have been addressed by
gaber desde cien leguas arriba | him to the Grand Chancellor in
de Phria, del Rio que llamaban | the course of these negociations.
el rio dulce, que agora llamamos | It begins by stating that he
el Rio yla tierra de los Arvacas, = does not wish to lose more time in
la costa abajo hasta & donde las athingwhichis so manifestly good
mill leguas llegasen.’—Lias Ca- | as this business, and so “ practi-
sas, Hist. de las Indias, MS., | eable,” unless, as he adds, the time
lib. 3, cap. 131. which is lost here should prevent

4 It was ultimately vestricted | it (sino que lo que aqui se pierde
to about two hundred and sixty | de tiempo pudiéndose escusar).
leagnues. He mentions that he first

A letter has recently been | asked for a thousand leagues;
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that after being settled there three years, he
would contrive that the King should have fifteen
thousand ducats of tribute from the Indians and
the Spanish settlements, if there should be any ;
and that this tribute should increase gradually,

that when the matter was re-
ferred to the Council of the In-
dies, they reduced it to six hun-
dred, and in those six hundred
there were only two provinces,
namely Cenu and Santa Martha,
which produced gold, and that
these provinces were included in
a hundred Jeagues. He also men-
tions that he had asked for the

pearl fisheries, but that they had
been “taken” from him. This,
however, he had acceded to, on
the condition that those Span- |
iards who had the permission to
go to the pearl fisheries, should
be prevented from injuring and
scandulizing the Indians. He
intimates, that now Ceny is abont
to be taken from him, and that,
if s0, it will greatly diminish
the inducements which he can
hold out to secular persons to
join in his enterprize, and aid
him with their funds; * for,” he .
adds, “as your Lordship may |
Judge, we shall find few laymen |
who will be inclined to go andl
spend their estates, and to die and
labour, solely to serve God, to
convert souls, and to preach their
faith to the infidels,” (porque,
como v. 8. puede juzqar, pocos
seglares hallarémos que se quie- |
ran mover d yr d gastar .wu|
haziendas y d morir Y trabajar |
como dicho es solamente por ser-
vir d Dips Y convertir animas y
predicar su foo ¢ Jog ynfieles).
He puts

it plainly to the Grand |

Chaneellor, whether Lope de
Sosa, who, as the reader will re-
collect, went out to supersede
Pedrarias in the government of
Darien, will not have enough to
govern, and his people to destroy,
without the provinee of Cenn.
“8in la provineia del Cenu queda
& Lope de Sosa harta tierra ¥ muy
rica de oro desde el Darien versus
occidentem para que 6l pueda go-
vernar y su gente destruyr.”

After offering many good rea-
sons to the Chancellor for the
request being granted, he prays
that, at least, the province of
Cenu may be divided between
himself and Lope de Sosa, or, if
that be not possible, that the
onerous conditions which he had
undertaken for himself and his
knights might be diminished ge.
cordingly.

The minute of the Chancellor
upon the letter is so far favour.
able, that it directs the last re-
quest of Las Casas to be com-
plied with. “Segnor Don Gareia ;
placeat videre hang seripturam,
et, postquam iste bonug pater se
submittit rationi, placeat dirigere
capta (query, “ capitula”); miny.
endo onus pecunim e popula-
tionum conformiter ad diming-
tionem territorii contenti in
prima  capitulatione: et prout
melius eum  eo poteritis ~ con-
cordare postquam in hoe rex
nihil ponit: et lncrari potest
sine periculo dampni: experientia
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until, at the tenth year, and thenceforward, it Boox IX.

should amount to seventy thousand ducats. Ch. 1.
Tias Casas also offered to found three settle-

ments in the course of five years, with a fortress

in each of them. Moreover, he would obtain

geographical knowledge about the country as-

signed to him, and give the King information on

that head: and he would do what he could to

convert the natives without its being any charge

to the King.

The Clerigo on his part demanded, that the
King should ask for a brief from the Pope, to Eﬁ?ﬁ'ﬁ:;f
allow the Clerigo to take with him twelve priests,
TFranciscans and Dominicans, who should come
voluntarily : and that His Holiness should give a
plenary indulgence to all those who should die on
the voyage, or in the act of assisting in the said
conversion.

He also demanded that he might take ten In-
dians from the islands, if they would come with
him of their own accord.

He also made it a provision, that all the In-
dians who had been taken from that part of the

S e e ——

enim docere poterit fructum ne-‘| of Vermont, US. T cannot
gociationis: et deus qui potens | omit the opportunity of express-
est inspirare poterit ad ea: que ing my cordial thanks to this
ad exaltationem orthodoxa fidei | gentleman for the liberal manmer
spectant: Cujus meriti particeps | in which he has always aided

eritis rern recto oculodisentiendo.”

The valuable document from
which the above extracts are made,
is to be found in a collection of
Spanish letters, which are being
edited by Mr. Henry Stevens,

my researches, both by his great
| bibliographical knowledge, and
by lending me some of the most
rare works relating to Spanish
America, whenever they have
come into his possession.
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Book IX. Terra-firma which might be assigned to him,
Ch- 1. should be placed in his eharge for the purpose of
being restored to their own country.

We come now to the inducements for the fifty

Induee. 0 combine in this enterprize. They were to have

o the twelfth part of the revenues accruing to the

kaights. King, and to be enabled to leave this to their
heirs for ever.*

Then they were to be made Knights of the
Golden Spur, and to have a grant of arms. Such
of them as the Clerigo should appoint were to
have the government of the proposed fortresses
and of the settlements. There were also many
other provisions and exemptions made in their
favour (such for instance as their salt being
tax-free), which we need not recount.

Each of the fifty might import three negroes—
half of the number men, half women,t and here-
after, if it should seem good to the Clerigo, they
might have seven more negro slaves each. It is
evident, therefore, that at this time Tas Casas
had not discovered his error with regard to the
negroes.

On behalf of the Indians, Las Casas de-

oo manded that the King should give assurance

miendas

o the that, neither at this present mor at any future
settlement 1

of Lns  time, should the Indians within the limits agreed
Cagas. . $ . .
upon, being in due obedience and tributary, be

* This was granted only for four descents.

T Rather a difficult matter; but I suppose it means that the
total number brought over should consist of an equal number of
miles and females,
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given to the Spaniards in encomiendas, or in Boox IX.
slavery of any kind. Ch. 1.
There was to be a treasurer, a contador, and a
Judge.
Also, as a false relation of what should take
place in these territories might be carried to the e
King, the King was to promise, that on no account :ﬁingf o
would he make any change in the order of things, pos AT
as regarded this colony, without first hearing
from the treasurer and the contador.
Several other matters of detail were provided
for; but the above is an outline of the most im-
portant portions of this proposal made by Las
Casas. Like anything of long extent and large
bearings, it presents certain points of attack ; but,
upon the whole, if sufficient power were given
to the head of the colony, it was likely to work
well. The plan may remind the reader of feudal
times, and of an abbot with a large domain and a
retinue of knights to do his bidding. Those
abbacies, probably, did not work ill for the poor
in their neighbourhood.

The great scheme being now ready, in which
it may be observed that Las Casas asked nothing
for himself, he explained it to the Grand Chan-
cellor and the other Flemings, who received it
favourably, and desired him to lay it before the
Council of the Indies. There it was very ill
received by the unflagging enemy of Las Casas,
the Bishop of Burgos, and by the rest of the
councillors.  Still they did not utterly reject it,
but sought by delay to put it aside. At this
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Boox IX. time the Grand Chancellor and Chiévres were

Ch. 1.

Las Casas
receives
gifts.

obliged to go to the borders of France, to treat
of peace with the French king. Las Casas
urged the settlement of his business; and, on
mentioning to the Flemings that he would have
to leave the court on account of his poverty,
Monsieur de Bure and a relation of his advanced
the Clerigo money, for fear he should have to
leave while the Chancellor was absent. The
favour of Las Casas with the Flemings on the
King’s arrival in Spain has been attributed to a
wish to oppose the policy of Ximenes and the
Spanish councillors.  These gifts to Las Casas
cannot be accounted for on this supposition. He
says that these men had no interest to serve; and
there is every reason to believe, that they acted
from a regard for the man and a belief in the
goodness of his cause. The Chancellor and
Chitvres returned; but still Las Casas could
make no way in the Council of the Indies.
Not daunted, however, his fertile genius and
amazing vigour stirred up new means for further-
ing his cause, and there is thus brought before
us one of the most interesting episodes in the
whole of this narrative.

Tt has been a common practice at courts, to
have certain set preachers. For the Spanish
court at this time there were eight preachers to
the King: and Las Casas bethought himself of
laying his troubles and the wrongs of the In-
dians before these ecclesiastics, and beseeching
their favour and assistance. I will here give
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their names, as I think we ought not to grudge Boox IX.
naming men, who, though they come but once or “h-1-
twice before us, and speak but a few words in
the great drama of history, do so in a way that
ought to confer reputation upon them. Hirst, The King's
then, there were the brothers Coronel, Maestro " :
Luis and Maestro Antonio, both very learned
men, doctors of the University of Paris; then there
was Miguel de Salamanca, also a doctor of the
same university, and a master in theology, after-
wards Bishop of Cuba; then Doctor de la Fuente,
a celebrated man in the time of the late Cardinal
Ximenes, of his University of Alcald; then brother
Alonso de Leon, of the Franciscan Order, very
learned in theology; brother Dionysius, of the
Order of St. Augustin, “a great preacher and
very copious in eloquence:” the names of the
other two Las Casas had forgotten.

The King’s preachers and Las Casas formed
a Junta of their own. They admitted one or two foa &
other religiosos into it, a brother, as it was said, of vl
the Queen of Scotland,® being one of them. This
last mentioned noble monk was one of those who
had come over from Picardy in the year 1516 or
t517; and who himself had gained experience of

* ¢ Por este tiempo (1516, or | Reyna de Escocia (segun se decia)
early in 1517,) vinieron qua- |varon de gran autoridad, viejo
torce religiosos de Sant Fran- | muy cano y todos ellos de edad
ciseo, todos extrangeros de Picar- | madura, y que parecian como
dia, personas muy religiosas, de unos de los que imaginamos Sena-
muchas letras y muy principales, | dores de Roma.”—Las Casas,
¥ de gran celo para emplearse en | Hist. de las Indias, MS., lib. 3,

% conversion de estas gentes, y cap. 04.
entro ellos vino un hermano de la |
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the proceedings of the Spaniards on the coast of
Cumand. The bold Scot wished to propose to
the Junta a large question of the most searching
and fundamental nature, namely, “ With what
justice or right an entrance could be made into
the Indies after the manner which the Spaniards
adopted in entering those countries.”*

Each day the Junta thus constituted met at
the monastery of Santa Catalina, and were, as the
historian describes, a sort of antagonist Council
to that held daily on Indian affairs under the
auspices of the Bishop of Burgos. They met at
the same hour as the Indian Couneil, perhaps the
hetter to evade observation, for I imagine their
proceedings were kept quite secret.

The conclusion this Junta came to, was, that
they were obliged by the Divine Law to under-
take to procure a remedy for the evils of the
Tndies: and they bound themselves to each other
by oath, that none of them were to be dismayed
or to desist from the undertaking until it should
be accomplished.

They resolved to begin by “the evangelical
form of fraternal correction.”  First, they would
go and admonish the Council of the Indies; if
this had no eflect, they would then admonish the
(Chancellor; if he were obdurate they would
admonish Monsieur Chitvres; and, if none of
these admonitions addressed to the officers of the

# «Y aun les propuso una question diciendo, que con que
justicia 6 poder se pudo entrar en estas Indias de la manera que
los Espafioles entravon en ellas,”—Las Casas, Hist. de las In-
dias, MS., lib. 3, cap. 132.
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crowh were of any avail, they would finally go to Boox IX.
the King and admonish him. ok

If all these earthly powers turned a deaf ear
to fraternal admonitions, they, the brethren,
would then preach publicly against all of these
great men, not omitting to give his due share of
blame to the King himself. *

This resolution, drawn up in writing, they
subscribed to; and they swore upon the cross
and the gospels to carry out their resolve.

* “En tal caso piiblicamente predieasen contra todos ellos,

dando su parte de la calpa al Rey.”—Las Casas, Hist. de las
Judias, lib. 3, cap. 132.

VOL. 11,
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CHAPTER II.

LAS CASAS SUCCEEDS IN OBTAINING A GRANT OF
LAND ON THE PEARL COAST.

LL combinations of human endeavour have
their intense periods of life, as individual

men have theirs; and each generation of man-
kind is surrounded by forms of thought, and by
institutions embodying such forms, which are in
every variety of growth or decay. Tt is always
cheering to see any such institutions in the full
vigour of action and purpose, or at least before
they have degenerated into mere forms, in which
state, however, like the dead boughs on trees,
they will remain almost an indefinite period of
time.

The King’s preachers, whose boldness in com-
bining for good has been shown in the preceding
chapter, were part of an institution which had
evidently much vitality remaining in it.

We left these preachers thoroughly intent
upon their great work of admonition, which they
immediately begamr to put in practice in the fol-
lowing manner.

On a certain day, entering the Council of the
Indies suddenly, to the great astonishment of the
Bishop of Burgos and the rest of the Council,
the preachers requested leave to speak, and bro-




The King's Preachers, 5l

ther Miguel de Salamanca, the eldest of them, Boox Ix
made an earnest and explicit speech, in which he Ch. 2.
said, that he and his brethren were aware of the
cruelties and wrongs that had been committed in
the Indies, by which the Christian religion was
defamed; and that the Indies were being depopu-
lated, to the disgrace of the crown, “ for,” as the
Seripture says, “in the multitude of the people
consists the dignity and honour of the King."*
Then, after saying that the preachers wondered
how such things had happened in the Indies, con-
sidering the pradence and merits of the Couneil,
he added that they knew not where to lay the
blame, except upon the persons who had been
charged with the government of those parts for
many years. Then he alleged that the office of The King's
the preachers in the court was such as to make Pfchers.
it incumbent upon them to impugn anything Council
that might be contrary to the Divine Majesty;
wherefore they had come to enquire how such
evils had been permitted without a remedy having
been provided for them, and to see how some re-
medy might now be provided. Finally, declaring
that divine reward would attend upon the Counceil
if they did provide a remedy, and punishment if
they did not, he concluded with an apology for
the dppearance in the council-room of himself and
his brethyen.
Up rose the Bishop of Burgos, and with all

¢ majestic pride of an ancient priest, “as if

Y

: 9 “_I? ml}ltitudine populi dignitas regis: et in paucitate plebis
‘gnominia principis,”— 7.3, Proverbiorum, cap. 14
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52 The King's Preachers profest.

they had come in the times of the Gentiles to
pull down the temple of Apollo,” thus replied:
“Gireat is your presumption and audacity to come
and correct the Council of the King. Casas is
at the bottom of this business. Who gave the
King’s preachers authority to meddle in the mat-
ters of government, which the King transacts
through his Councils? The King does not give
you your bread for that, but for you to preach
the gospel to him.”

Hereupon Doctor de la Fuente replied: “In
this business Casas is not concerned, but the
casa (house) of God, whose servants we are, and
in whose defence we are bound, and are ready,
to lay down our lives. Does it appear to your
Lordship to be presumption, that eight masters
of theology, who might go and exhort a whole
Couneil-Creneral in things pertaining to the Faith
and to the government of the Universal Church,
should come and exhort the King’s Council? We
have power to come and admonish the Couneils of
the King in respect of what they may do wrong,
for it is our office to be of the Council of the King.
And for this we have come here, my Lords—
namely, to exhort you, and to require that you
amend the great errors and injustice that are
committed in the Indies, to the perdition of so
many souls and with such offence to God; and,
unless you do amend these things, my Lords, we
shall preach against you as against those who do
not keep God’s laws, and who do that which is
not convenient for the service of the King. And
this, my Lords, is to preach the gospel and to
fulfil it.”
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Doctor de la Fuente, of Aleald, seems to have Book IX.
imbibed some of the force and directness of the Cb- 2
great founder of his University, the late Cardinal
Ximenes. The Council were astounded at the
Doctor’s bold words, and began to soften down a
little.  Don Garcia de Padilla, now taking up the
controversy, said, “This Council does its duty,
and has made many very good provisions for the
benefit of the Indies, which shall be shown to
you, although your presumption does not deserve
it, that you may see how great is your rashness
and pride.”

To this Doctor de la Fuente repﬂed. “My
Lords, you have but to show us these provisions, ook
and if they should be good and Just, we shall admit ta e tho
them to be so; but if bad and unjust, we shall yhe fndie.
give to the Devil them and whosoever would
sustain and not amend them; and we do not
believe that your Lordships will be amongst those
persons.” N

Finally, after smoother talk on the part of th
Council, and probably with a little more mild-
ness on the other side, i was concluded that the
preachers should come the next day, and hear the
Provisions which had been made for the benefit of
the Indjes.

Accordingly they did come, and heard the nu-
merous provisions read, which, from the earliest
times of the Catholic Sovereigns downwards, had
been made on this subject, but which, unhappily,
had been carried into execution by persons of a
very different temper of mind from that of the
statesmen, philanthropists, and monarchs who had
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b4 The King's Preachers

been concerned in issuing the various ordinances.
When the preachers had heard these official docu-
ments read, they asked for time to deliver their
opinion in writing. This opinion comes handed
down tous not by a speech put into their mouths
on the part of some imaginative historian, nor
does it merely rest on the Clerigo’s recollection;
but, when he wrote his history, he had before
him the copy of the preachers’ opinion in the
handwriting of brother Miguel, who was the
secretary to this clerical Junta.

The document differs in some considerable
respects from the opinions of Las Casas, which
shows that the preachers exercised an indepen-
dent judgment. They commence with a graceful
and modest exordium, in which they recount the
mode of their interference in this matter, praise
the laws that had been read to them on their
second attendance at the Council, but at the same
time intimate their opinion of the insufficiency of
these laws. Their Lordships, they add, are not
to wonder if a remedy for the evil should come to
them from without (*“from an alien hand”), see-
ing that Moses, highly favoured of God as he
was, yet received counsel of an idolater touching
the government of the Israelites, and that S,
Peter had need of the eloquence of Apollos, and
of consultation with the rest of the apostolic
body.

Then they declare, that, though far from
arrogating for themselves, that they are the per-
sons chosen by God to instruct the Council, yet
that they are, as it were, the eyes of the court;



present a Memorial. 5b

that, while their Lordships are spiritually asleep Boox IX.
“in the depths of temporal business,”* they (the Ch-2:
preachers) are, or as they delicately phrase it,
should be, studying the law of God, in order to
expound it to the court: and they add signi-
ficantly, that, if they had dome their duty, per-
haps there would not have been so much corrup-
tion in many things as there is.

They then proceed to the business in hand;
and, admitting that the laws which were read to
them were excellent laws, provided there was to
be such a thing as a repartimiento, and provided
the laws in question could be executed, which
they thought could never be, they come at once R
to the root of the matter, and pronounce that the reparti-
cause of all the evil in the Indies is the system ™"
of giving the Indians in repartimiento. Tt is con-
trary, they say, to worldly prudence, to the ser-
vice of the King, to civil and canonical law, to
the rules of moral philosophy and theology, and
to the will of God and of His Church.

While such a thing exists, they ask, can the
evils of those colonies be repaired by any laws
that may be made?

They then go into proof upon all the points
they have raised against the system of giving In-
dians in repartimiento. Upon the first point,
namely, of this practice being contrary to worldly
Prudence, they adduce the following argument wuien
well worthy of attention. This system, they say, Prent the

existence of
Prevents the existence of a State, * which, accord- » Siste:

“En el profundo de los temporales negocios.”
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Boox IX. ing to all those who have written of it, consists in

Ch. 2.

—

Reparti-
niientos
ineonsis-
tent with
freedom,

Visitors
cannot
correct
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diversity of conditions and offices.” Who ever
heard, they ask, of a great digging republic (re-
publica cavadora) in which there are no soldiers,
philosophers, lawyers, official men, or other kind
of labourers than those who dig?

They afterwards go into the civil and political
branch of the argument, and utterly contravene
the notion that this system of repartimientos is
consistent with freedom. What king, who ever
lived, they ask, compelled his people to work
more than nine months of the year for him or for
others? Upon this branch of the argument they
lay much stress, and they say, “ We hold (would
to God it may not be so) that this most great sin
(the system of repartimientos or encomiendas) will
be the cause of the total destruction of the State
of Spain, if God does not alter it, or we do not
amend it ourselves.”

The preachers then fairly demolish the sup-
position that visitors can correct abuses. Why,
if these visitors were angels, and neither ate, nor
slept, nor received gifts, they would not check
abuses which the fears of the Indians themselves
would always throw a cloak over; and who are
these visitors 7—persons looking upon the masters,
whose doings they come to inspect, as men, per-
haps as friends and benefactors, but upon the
Indians as beasts.

The preachers then enter upon most dan-
gerous ground, as we should conceive it, only
that there was a great deal more freedom of
speech in those days than we are apt to imagine.
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They contend that repartimientos are an injury to Boox IX.
the king because they destroy his title; and ©h 2
they lay down the doctrine, that a king's title
depends upon his rendering service to his people,

or being chosen by them.* Now the establish- g
ment of these repartimientos is not a service to the sty
Indian people, and therefore the king has 1o .. gl
title to be their sovereign on the ground of
service rendered to them: no one can say that the
Indians have chosen him for their sovereign; and,
therefore, where is the king’s title?

Many other arguments against the system of
repartimientos were brought forward in this
protest of the preachers, which need not be
recounted here. After summing up, finally, Preachers
against the system, the preachers proposed their o o,
own scheme of government. It was, that the Pl
Indians should be formed into settlements con-
sisting of two hundred inhabitants each, and that
a Spanish governor should be set over each settle-
ment, whose business it should be to instruet his
little community in the peaceful arts of life. He
should receive a salary outof the proceeds of the
labour of the Indians, but it should be a fixed
Sum, in order that he might have no inducement
of personal interest to overwork the Indiams.

This governor, or majordomo, for that name
would better describe his office, should arrange

——

* “Resta pues  manifiosta- | suena la concesion apostélica, 6 de
Id?inte que el devecho y Sefiorio | la voluntad de aquellos pueblos.”
s E;?-Y Nuestro Sefior depende 6 | —Liag Casas, Hist. de las In-

1en’ ¥ acrecentamiento que | dias, MS., 1ib. 3, cap. 135.
procura 4 aquelly repiiblica como
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Boox IX. the times for the Indians to go to the mines.

Ch. 2.

Plan of
the King's
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Emigra-
tion.

Of the gold that they might get, a fifth part
should go to the King; and on the produce that
they might raise from their farms and sell there
should be an excise. The rest of the gold and
the produce should be left in the hands of the
majordomo, who should account for it to certain
visitors. He should take his salary out of it; and
what remained, after providing for the sustenance
of the settlement for a year, for tools, and for
hammocks, should belong to the Indians, and be
spent for them in building cottages, in providing
furniture and other useful things: so that in
course of time they might learn to have a desire
for property, “for this must be the beginning of
their polity.”

The preachers, speaking of the good to arise
from these regulations, say that the Indians will
thus become “a noble and civilized race” (gente
noble y politica), as other people, the Spaniards, the
Gtermans, and the English have become, who,
perhaps, were formerly as barbarous, or more so,
than these Indians; and who, in former days, as
Trogus Pompeius mentions, for want of wine
being cultivated by them, drank beer only—a
state of things, by the way, which some of them
have not yet escaped from.

Emigration, also, they contend will take place
from Spain; for many persons who are here
superfluous (que acd sobran) will take courage to
go to the Indies and live there. If they were
superfluous, Spain must have been very different
from what it is now. Itis consolatory, however,
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to find that nonsense, or at least very incomplete Boox IX.'
sense, was talked upon this subject more than Ch.-2.
three centuries ago.

Lastly, the preachers say, that if their plan be
put in action, these Indian islands may become
“one of the important things in the world,” even
as regards temporal interests; whereas, if no
remedy is found for them, they will become vast
deserts. Then, commending their suggestions to
the wisdom of the Council of the Indies, the
preachers bring their discourse to an end.

The Council received the paper with courtesy,
and even with somewhat of approbation. To The Kings
me it seems, as it did to Las Casas, that the Zme!
scheme of the preachers for the regeneration of E;g:;t;e“‘
the Indies laboured under a great, if not a vital tions.
objection, in allowing too much work at the
mines. But, on the whole, it is a very remarkable
state paper; sagacious, humane, and bold.

The Council of the Indies seems by quiet de-
meanour to have absorbed the opposition of the
preachers; and these good men, thinking that
they had produced the proper impression upon
the minds of the statesmen, left the matter in
their hands, considering themselves to have ful-
filled their vow. As a body of men acting
together, they are no more heard of in this
hiStOI'y. Still we must not conclude that their
labours and their boldness went for nothing.

¢ river that carries civilization through a
country, and creates a metropolis, is fed by many Legislation
{stre'a,ms whose names and waters are lost in it ; and tolf]emm;k
n like manner, many ave the unnoticed currents of ™%
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Boox IX. thought and endeavour which go to form the
Ch-2. main volume of wise legislation.

Las Casas
PrEsses on
his own
scheme,

His
5UCCEsH.

The indefatigable Las Casas, having little
hope of any good coming from the remonstrance
of the preachers, pressed on with vigour his own
scheme of colonization. The Bishop of Burges
and the Council of the Indies with equal vigour
resisted it. The Clerigo, backed by many of the
Flemings, and, as he intimates, having access to
the young King and being favourably received by
him, took up a position of attack in reference to
the Council of the Indies, and inveighed against
its proceedings with his usual boldness. The
end of this contest was, that the King, with the
advice of the Chancellor, appointed a special
Council to judge between Las Casas and the
Council of the Indies in the matter at issue
between them, Las Casas being permitted to
name some of the members of this judicial
Council. The Bishop of Burgos, when sum-
moned to attend this Council, evaded the sum-
mons, pleading indisposition: but, on another
occasion, being summoned in general terms to a
council, and supposing it to be a council of war,
or state, he came readily enough, and was dis-
mayed to find that Indian affairs and the business
of Las Casas were the questions to be discussed. -

Being heard before this judicial Council, Las
Casas succeeded in carrying his point: it was
resolved that the land which he sought for
should be conceded to him; and his suceess went
so far that the proper official papers were put in
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course of preparation. The Clerigo thought now, Boox IX.
that his business at court was really ended. But Ch 2-
the Bishop had another arrow in his quiver. yop
Oviedo, the historian, had just come over from °veosition.
the Indies; and he and two others offered to take

the land that Las Casas asked for, agreeing to

pay a much higher sum to the King. It is
curious to look back and see these two men, who

were to be the most celebrated historians of the
Indies, bidding against each other for the land to

found a colony there; but in those days men of

letters were men of action, as perhaps they would

be in any time, if they were not supposed to be
unfitted for it.

The Council, which I have described as the i Caias
judicial Council, was summoned to hear this new e O
proposition.  Las Casas spoke out very boldly Council.
before it; and, in the course of the proceedings,
Antonio de Fonseca, the brother of the Bishop of
Burgos, a man of great authority, thus addressed
Las Casas, interrupting him probably in the
midst of some statement: “ You cannot now say
that the members of the Indian Council have
been the death of the Indians, for you have
taken all their Indians away.” He alluded to
the order issued by Ximenes, that the Indians
should be taken away from absentee proprietors,
amongst whom were members of the Couneil.

Lias Casas replied, “ My Lord, their Lordships
have not been the death of all the Indians, but
they have been the death of immense numbers
Where they possessed them : the principal destruc-
tion, however, of the Indians has been effected by
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private persons, which destruction their Lord-
ships have abetted.”

The Bishop in a furious manner then broke
into the discussion with these words: “A for-
tunate man, indeed, is he who is of the Couneil of
the King, if, being of the Council of the King, he
is to put himself in contest with Casas.” To
this unmannerly speech the Clerigo replied with
much readiness and dignity: * A more fortunate
man is Casas, if, having come from the Indies two
thousand leagues, encountering such risks and
dangers, to advise the King and his Council, in
order that they might not lose their souls (gue no
se vayan a los Infiernos) on account of the tyranny
and destruction which is going on in the Indies,
in place of being thanked and honoured for it, he
should have to put himself in contest with the
Council.” g

At the end of the proceedings the votes
were taken, and were found to be in favour of
Tas Casas. Still, the Council of the Indies,
not likely to be much softened by the way in
which he had spoken out before the great
Council on this last occasion, continued to make
resistance. Here we miss the late Cardinal, who
would never have allowed for a day these mean
endeavours to undermine a great undertaking.
As a new device, the Council of the Indies drew
up and presented to the Chancellor a memorial
against the proposed grant being made to Lias
(asas, consisting of thirty articles, most of them
of a very absurd character. Amongst them were
such allegations as these :—that Las Casas, being
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a Clerigo, was not under the King’s Jurisdiction ; Boox IX.
and that he would league with the Genoese and Ch 2.
Venetians, and make off to foreign countries with
plunder. In their last article the Council alleged,
that they had many other reasons which were
secret, but which they would tell His Highness
(for the memorial was addressed to the King),
when he should be pleased to hear them.

The memorial was laid before the great
Council ; and the result was, that the Chancellor,
upon coming out of it, said to Las Casas, that
he must give an answer to this document. The
difficulty then arose of getting the memorial, for
the Council of the Indies made frivolous excuses
for withholding it. Months were wasted about
this trumpery affair, which may give us some
notion of the perseverance and endurance of the
Protector of the Indians. At last the Chancellor gy,
got the memorial into his hands. He then in- gl
vited Las Casas to dinner, and afterwards, taking memorial
out of his escrutoire a large bundle of papers, he
said to the Clerigo, “ Answer now to these things
they say against you.” Las Casas replied, that
the Council of the Indies had been months pre-
paring this accusation, ‘“‘and I have to answer
them in a credo. Give me the papers for as
many hours as they had months, and your Lord-
ship shall see that I will answer them.” The
Chancellor said, that he could not part with the
Papers, as he had promised he would not let
thfam 80 out of his possession, but Las Casas
might answer them there. So, of an evening,
While the Chancellor was at his work, the Clerigo
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Boox IX. came, and sat in a corner of the room, and drew

Ch, 2.
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up his reply. Chancellors, even in those days,
seem to have been greatly overworked; but,
indeed, this has always been the case, that the
work of the world, of all kinds, gets into knots, as
it were; and one man is often left to do the work
of six men, who, with infinite dissatisfaction to
themselves, are looking on and noting how ill
the work is done. At eleven o’clock, a collation
was always brought in; at twelve, the Clerigo
took his leave, and went home to his posada, not
without some fear of what might happen to him
on the way from such powerful enemies as were
ranged against him. In four evenings Las Casas
had prepared his reply.

The Chancellor then summoned a couneil,
and laid the reply before them. It seems to
have been successful, for all the Bishop of Burgos
could say against it was, “The preachers of the
King have made these answers for him.” This,
of course, the Chancellor knew to be false. He
reported to the King the whole course of the
proceedings; and His Highness ordered that
Micer Bartolomé should have the grant, and
that no motice should be taken of the offers of
those who wished to outbid him.

The reader will think that he has now accom-
paniéd the Clerigo to a triumphant conclusion of
his present business at court; but, before he
left, he was destined to have what he calls “a
terrible combat;” and, as it will bring the young
King into presence, upon whose disposition and
knowledge of Indian affairs so much depended,
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it will be well to give an account of this Boox IX.
combat, Ch. 2.

Just at this time it happened that the Bishop
of Darien came to court—upon what business
will hereafter appear from a statement of his
own. The court was still at Barcelona, but, on
account of a pestilence that prevailed there, the
King was lodged at a place called “ Molins de
Rey,” three leagues from the town; and the
great Lords occupied houses in the suburbs.
Las Casas, seeing the Bishop of Darien for the
first time, in the King’s apartments, asked what
prelate that was. They told him, “ The Bishop of
the Indies.” TLas Casas went up to him, and
said “ My Lord, as T am concerned in the Indies,
it is my duty to kiss the hands of your Lordship.” ik
The Bishop asked who it was that addressed him, ¢

he Bishop

. . L ~ f Dari
and, being informed, rudely replied, “0, Sefior o gy
Casas! and what sermon have you to preach to Casss

us P’

Las Casas, who was never daunted by bishop
or councillor, answered at once, ““ There was a time,
my Lord, when T desired to hear you preach” (the
Bishop had been King’s preacher in former days),
“but I now declare to your Lordship; that I
have two sermons ready for you, which, if you
Please to hear and well consider them, may be
Worth more than all the money that you bring
from the Indies.” “You have lost your senses ;
You have lost your senses,” said the Bishop.

1 Acquaintance of the Bishop said to his Lord-
Ship, “All thege Lords approve of Sefior Casas,

and of g intentions.” The Bishop replied,
VOL, 11, ¥
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Boox IX. % With good intentions he may do a thing which

Ch.2. ghall be mortal sin.” At this moment, when
the Clerigo, once engaged in controversy, would
doubtless have uttered some severe and angry
speech, the doors of the council chamber, where
the King was, opened, and the Bishop of Bada-
joz came out, for whom the other Bishop was
waiting, as he was to dine with him.

Now the Bishop of Badajoz,* who was in great
credit with the King, had always favoured the
Clerigo; and Las Casas, fearing that the Bishop
of Darien might injure him with his brother
Bishop, resolved to go to his house that day. He
went there when the company had finished their
dinner, and found the Bishop of Badajoz playing
at backgammon (a las tablas) with the Admiral
Don Diego Columbus, the Bishop recreating
himself until it was the hour to return to the
King’s lodgings again. There was a knot of
bystanders looking on at the game, and one of
them happened to say to the Bishop of Darien,
that wheat was grown in Hispaniola. The

# The Bishop of Badajoz does \ firma had not then been disco-
not come before the reader for | vered), they naturally, he said,
the first time at this point of the | have less constancy, © by reason
history. He was the Bernardo | of the moon being the mistress
de Mesa, one of the King's | of the waters.,”—See ante, book 4,
preachers, who was referred to | chap. 2.
at the making of the laws of It was afterwards the Bishop's
Burgos, and who pronounced a | fate to become closely acquainted
qualified opinion in favour of ez with another insular people, for he
comiendas. It will be recol- | was sent as Ambassador to Eng-
lected that he thought it would | land, where, as it was in Henry
be a great difficulty to teach good | the Eighth's time, his theory
customs to the Indians, for, as | about the inconstancy of insular
an insular people (the Terra- | people was probably confirmed.
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Bishop said that it was not possible. Now Las Bo?x IX.
Casas happened to have in his purse some graing Ch- 2.
of wheat which had been grown under an orange
tree in the garden of the Dominican Monastery
of St. Domingo; and so, after controverting most The Bishop
respectfully the assertion of the Bishop, he Pro- in the
duced the wheat. The Bishop replied with fierce- "™
ness, and then launched into g general attack of
the rudest kind upon Las Casas, declaring his
unfitness for the business he had come to court
upon.  Great ecclesiastics have mostly been well-
disposed and well-spoken men; but, when there
has arisen an ingolent one, his ill-breeding has
always, 1 Imagine, far outgone that of other men.
The fervid Las Casas was not behindhand in
the war of words, and told the Bishop that he
drank the blood of his own flock, and that unless
he returned to the last farthing all the money he
had brought over, he was no more likely to be saved
than Judas Iscariot. The Bishop endeavoured
tolaugh down these violent sayings. The Clerigo
told him he ought to weep rather than to laugh.
At last the Bishop of Badajoz, using the authority
of a host, interfered, saying,  No more, no more;”
and after the Admiral and another great Lord
had said some words in favour of Lag Casas, the
Clerigo retired.

The Bishop of Badajoz, when he saw the
Ing in the afternoon, told him of what had
taken place between the Bishop of Darien and
the Clerigo, saying that Hig Highness would
ha.'ve been amuged to hear what Micer Bartolomé
sald to the Bishop. T have but little doubt that

F 2
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Boox IX. there was supposed to be some truth in the hard
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sayings of the Clerigo. The King resolved to
hear what they both had to say, and for that
purpose fixed an hour of audience three days
from that time. The Admiral of the Indies,
as the matter concerned him, was requested to be
present; and, as it happened that a Franciscan
brother from Hispaniola had just arrived at
court, he also was ordered by the King to attend
this audience.

The day came: the King took his seat on
the throne, a few of his greatest councillors
being ranged around him on benches below.
The order of the proceedings was as follows.
The Chancellor and the Lord of Croy ascended
the dais where the King was seated, and on
their knees conferred with him and received his
commands. Then, when they had returned to
their places, the Chancellor gave utterance to these
commands :—* Reverend Bishop, His Majesty”
(Charles had just been elected Emperor, and was
therefore styled Majesty) *‘commands you to
speak, if you have anything to say touching the
Indies.”

The Bishop of Darien then rose, and made, as
Lias Casas admits, an elegant exordium, saying how
he had long desired to see that Royal Presence, and
that now, God having complied with his desire,
he knew that the face of Priam was worthy of his
kingdom. Having finished this exordium, the
Bishop went on to say, that he had come from
the Indies, and had secret matters of much im-
portance to communicate, which had better be
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told to His Majesty and the Council only, where- Boox IX,
fore he begged that those who were not of the Ch. 2.

Council, might be ordered to depart. The King
desired, through the Chancellor, that the Bishop
should say there and then whatever he had to
say. Part of the Bishop’s speech is so remark-

able, that it is better to give that in his own
words.

“Very powerful Sir, the Catholic King your
grandfather (may he be in glory!) determined to
make an armada to go and people the Terra-
firma of the Indies, and he begged our very
holy Father to create me Bishop of that new
settlement; and, not counting the time passed
in going and returning, I have been five years
there, and, as we were much people and took
with us no more provisions than were neces.
sary for the journey, the greatest part died of
hunger, and we who remained, in order not to
die as those did, have all this time done no other His opinion
thing than rob and kill and eat. Seeing, then, ;.fv:?.fm
that the land was going to destruction, and that °f Derien-
the first Governor* was bad, and the secondt
much worse, and that Your Majesty had in a
happy hour arrived in these kingdoms, I de-
termined to come and give You intelligence of
this, as to my Lord and King.” Touching the
Indians, the Bishop said, that from what he had
Seen of them, both in his own diocese, and on

his Journey, his opinion was that they were by
nature slayes,

* Vasco Nufiez. + Pedrarias,
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Boox IX.  Las Casas was now commanded to speak. Tt
Ch.2. will be needless, however, to recount his speech,
spocch of A8 his thoughts on these subjects, and the prin-
Las Casas. cipal facts which he enumerated, have already
been stated in various parts of this narrative.
It appears that the Bishop of Darien, in the
course of his argument, had quoted Plato, to
which the Clerigo, I am sorry to say, made this
reply :  Plato was a Gentile, and is now burning
in Hell, and we are only to make use of his
doctrine as far as it is consistent with our holy

Faith and Christian customs.”

Though the speech of the Clerigo need not
be reported in full, one declaration that he made
must not be omitted, in which he told the King,
that he had not taken up his vocation to please
him, but to please God, and in proof of this bold
assertion, went on to say, “I renounce whatever
temporal honour or reward Your Majesty may
wish to confer upon me.”*

Las Casas having finished, the Franciscan

- 5 13 7
Speech Father was ordered to speak. “ My Lord,” he
of a 1 111 v o ) . f
B s said, ‘I have been certain years in the island of

monk.  Hispaniola, and I was commanded with others to
go and visit and take the number of Indians in

* Indeed, he went so far as to | lando con todo acatamiento y
say that, with all respect for so | reverencia que se deve & tan alto
great a King; he would not go | Rey & Seiior) que de aqui 4
from where he stood to the aquel rincon no me mudaré por
corner of the room, merely to |servir & Vuestra Magestad, salva
serve His Majesty, unless it were | Ia  fidelidad que como subdito
to perform his duty as a subject, | devo, sino pensase y ereyese hacer
and unless he thought that it | 4 Dios en ello gran sacrificio.”—
were consistent with the will of | Lias Casas, Hist. de las Indias,
God to do so.— Es cierto (hab- | MS., lib. 3, cap. 148,
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the island, and we found that they were s0 Boox IX.
many thousand.  Afterwards, at the end of Ch-2
two years, a similar charge was again given
t0 me, and we found that there had perished so
many thousand. And thus the infinity of people
who were in that island has been destroyed.
Now, if the blood of one person unjustly
put to death was of such effect that it was not
removed out of the sight of God until he had
taken vengeance for it, and the blood of the
others never ceases to exclaim ¢ Vindica sanguinem
nostrum, Deus noster, what will the blood do
of such innumerable people as have perished in
those lands under such great tyranny and in-
Justice? Then, by the blood of Jesus Christ and
by the wounds* of St. Francis, I pray and entreat
Your Majesty, that you would find a remedy for
such wickedness and such destruction of people,
as perish daily there, so that the divine justice
may not pour out its severe indignation upon
all of us.”

It was a short speech, but uttered with such
fervour, that it seemed to Las Casas as if all the
persons there present were zlready listening to
words pronounced in the Day of Judgment.

The Admiral was then requested to speak.
He spoke prudently, acknowledging the evils, Sk

earing witness as to what the religiosos had Adniral of
done in denouncing these evils, and praying also e fndies
on his part for a remedy.

Upon the Admiral’'s ceasing to speak, the
.___‘———._k

* The stigmata.
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Boox IX. Bishop of Darien asked for leave to reply, but he

Chs 2.

Audience

ended.

Bishop

of Darien
gives his
opinion in
writing.

Jeroni-
wmites.

was desired to deliver in writing what more he
had to say. The King then rose, and retired
into his room, and the audience was ended. Tt
may be hoped that the young Emperor, who, we
are told, was unmoved by his new title,* but
who had now begun to reign for himself,t found
much to ponder over, from this his first audience
in the affairs of the Indies.

It may be as well to mention here, that the
Bishop of Darien did submit his information and
his opinions about the Indies in writing, that his
memorials were very much in accordance with
the statements that Las Casas had already made,
and that the Bishop, when asked his opinion
respecting the Clerigo’s plan, approved of it, to
the great delight, as Las Casas tells us, of the
Chancellor and Laxao, as men who loved to
favour a good design, and had no mean ends of
their own. It may be remarked that Peter
Martyr, who is always sufficiently severe upon
the Flemings, finds much to praise in this
Chancellor.

At this time the Jeronimite Fathers came to
court, on their return from Hispaniola; but, not
being able to obtain an audience of the King,
they retired to their monasteries, and, T believe,

* ¢ Rex, jam Camsar, quicquid | tur.”—Perer Marryr, Bpist.,
in humanis prastare fortuna po- 648
test visus est nibili facere, Tanta | 1  Porue, como el Rey co-
ot 0 g . i g, DO ROE i, o
nitudo, ut habere sub pedibus Casas, Hist, de las Indias, MS.,
universum pre se ferre videa- | Jib, 3, cap. I47.
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were no more heard of in the government of Boox IX.
the Indies. i
The King went to Corufia, in order to
embark there, and to proceed to Germany for the
purpose of being made Kmperor with the due
formalities. Some of the Spaniards looked upon
the election of Charles to the Empire as no gain
to them, and said, that under the fine name of
Empire, the fate of Spain would be that of a
wretched province.* “What is the Emperor’s
title” writes Perer Martyr to Charles’s Chan-
cellor, “ but the shade of the highest tree.” If
the Indians could have been consulted in the
matter, they would have found much more to
regret in it than the Spaniards did; and they
might well have likened the shadow of this tree
to that of the deadly upas. For the fate of a
colony under a preoccupied government at home
is in some respects worse even than when it is
under a feeble government.
However, at this particular moment, the In-
dians have not much to complain of, as the last
seven days before the King embarked were
given to the business of the Indies. In one of
the Councils held on this occasion, the Cardinal
Adrian (the former colleague of Ximenes) made a
great speech in favour of the liberty of the
Indians; and it was resolved that they ought to
be free, and should be treated as free men. The The emat

. to Las
grant to Las Casas was also concluded, and the Casss.

: ‘.‘ ,Hispﬂniam, inquiunt, qua libera erat et suis fruebatur pree-
rogativis, sub titulis [mperialibus in provincialem calamitatem esse
vertendam.”—Prren Martyr, Epist., 661.
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Boox IX. King signed the necessary deed on the 1gth of
Ch-2. May, 1520. On the 20th* he embarked for Flan-
The King  ders. It was during this voyage that he landed
“mbarks: at Dover; and his object in making this visit was
to prevent, if possible, the injury which he, or his
councillors, foresaw might arise to his aflairs
from the impending meeting of the Kings of
France and England at the Field of the Cloth of
Gold.t Cardinal Adrian was nominated as Regent

of Spain during the King's absence.

In the settlement of the details of the Clerigo’s
business, he was left to the mercy of the Bishop
of Burgos, and a most formidable opposition

Bishop might in consequence have been expected; but,
?:vfj:llrrftﬁm strange to say, the Bishop facilitated the settle-
Clerigo. — ment of the affair,} thus showing himself to have
some nobleness of mind, for, the King and the
Flemish ministers having departed, Las Casas
was but a shadow of his former self, The Clerigo,
too, meeting his old adversary’s relentings with
equal generosity, expresses a hope (though
mingled with great fear about the result) that a//
the mischief the Bishop had been the cause of in

Camsar Anglum alloquatur,” —
rary of the Emperor Charles V., | Prreg Marryg, Lipist., 669,
t “Cursores habemus. Rex I “Traté muy bien, despues de
Angliz vires suas offert Cresari, | partido el Rey, 4 el Clérigo el
s¢ comitaturum eum ad Coronarm, Obispo, no mirando los enojos que
81 opus fuerit, licet ex Gallj Regis | dado se habia, en lo qual mostré
rogatu annuerit Anglus collo- | sar generoso y de noble finimo,
quium in utriusque finibus, apud | como el Clérigo quedase sin favor
Calesium oppidum.  Qui con- alguno despues del Rey jdo ¥
ventus Casareis est suspectissi- | todos log Flamencos, que hacian
mus.  Verentur ne quid detri- por él y por la verdad que esti-
menti rebus Ciesareis offerat illa | maban que traia,”—J x5 Cisas,
conjunctio, si prius acciderit quam | Hist, de las Ind. M8, 1.3,0.1 54.

* See VANDENESSE'S J[fine.
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the Indies might not come upon his soul; and Boox IX.
Las Casas finds some excuse for the Bishop in Ch-2-

his not having been a learned man, but having
followed the ignorance of the learned. Kach
must have {elt for the other as one of the chiefs in
Ossian, who says, “I love a foe like Cathmor : his
soul is great; his arm is strong ; there is fame in
his battles. But the little soul is likea vapour
that hovers round a marshy lake. It never rises
on the green hill, lest the winds meet it there.”

We must not suppose that, absorbed in all
these secular negociations, the Clerigo had me
changed the main drift of his purpose. That was et
still spiritual, or, at the lowest, philanthropie, as nochavged.
we may gather from a remarkable answer which
he made at an early stage of the proceedings
to a certain licentiate, called Aguirre, a very
good man, of great authority in those times,
whom Queen Isabella had chosen for one of her
executors. This man had always loved and fa-
voured Las Casas, but when he found that the
Clerigo was pursuing an enterprize in which
Aguirre heard of rents being paid to the King,
and of honours being sought for by Las Casas
on behalf of his companions, the licentiate said
“that such a manner of proceeding in preaching
the gospel had scandalized him, for it evinced an
aiming after temporal interests, which he had
never hitherto suspected in the Clerigo.”*

* “Dijo que le habia desedificado aquella manera de proceder
en la predieacion Evangelica, porque mostraba pretender temporal
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Las Casas, having heard what Aguirre had
said, took occasion to speak to him one day in
the following terms: “Sefior, if you were to see
our Lord Jesus Christ maltreated, vituperated, and
afflicted, would you not implore with all your might
that those who had him in their power would give
him to you, that you might serve and worship
him?”  “Yes,” said Aguirre. “Then,” replied
Las Casas, “if they would not give him to you,
but would sell him, would you redeem him?”
“Without a doubt.” “ Well, then, Sefior,” re-
joined Las Casas, “that is what I have done, for
I have left in the Indies Jesus Christ, our Lord,
suffering stripes, and afflictions, and ecrucifixion,
not once but thousands of times, at the hands
of the Spaniards, who destroy and desolate those
Indian nations, taking from them the opportu-
nity of conversion and penitence, so that they die
without faith and without sacraments.”

Then Las Casas went on to explain how he
had sought to remedy these things in the way
that Aguirre would most have approved. To
this the answer had been, that the King would
have no rents, wherefore, when he, Las Casas,
saw that his opponents would sell him the gospel,
he had offered those temporal inducements which
Aguirre had heard of and disapproved.

The licentiate considered this a sufficient an-
swer, and so, I think, would any reasonable man.

interese, lo que nunca hasta entonces habia sospechado de él.""—
Las Casas, Hist. de las Indias, MS., lib. 3, cap. 137.



CHAPTER III.

THE PEARL COAST AND ITS INHABITANTS.

[ JTISTORY seems often to be only a record of Boox IX.
great opportunities missed or mismanaged. 3
Amidst the tumult of small things which require
immediate attention, and which press at least
fully as much upon persons in great place as upon
private individuals, the most important transac-
tions are not appreciated in their true proportions.
Besides—and this is the fatal circumstance—
when great affairs are in their infancy, and are
most tractable to human endeavour, they then
appear of the smallest importance; and all con-
sideration about them is lost in attending to the
full-blown events of the current day, which, how-
ever, are rapidly losing their significance.

Thus it fared with the plan of Las Casas,
which had now been brought, by almost inere-
dible efforts on his part, to the first landing-place
of success. No person—neither king, courtier, Noone
nor ecclesiastic—appreciated the magnitude of {f?:;:f
the transaction. The King and his court were ‘e‘iﬁrf,ﬂ;"
hurrying off to Germany. The Council of the
Indies, which had never been friendly to Las
Casas, probably looked upon his plan as little
differing from the schemes they were daily con-
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Boox IX. sidering, and were no doubt glad to get rid of
Ch.3. one who had proved a constant thorn in their
sides. The friendly Flemings did not think of
supplying Las Casas with funds before they left:
his own had long been exhausted in this laho.
rious suit; and, if he had not been enabled to
borrow some money at Seville, the expedition
must have fallen to the ground from sheer want
of means to initiate it.
This would have been the more to be re-
gretted, as Las Casas had succeeded in obtaining

TERRITORY
ASSICNED To

LAS CcAsAs.

an extent of territory large enough for the most

_ ample experiment of colonization. Tt reached from
e province of Paria to that of Santa Martha,
tas Gusas: about two hundred and sixty leagues along the
coast, and was to extend right through the coun.

try to the Pacific, a distance of two thousand

five hundred leagues, and so it seems would have

included the country lying immedia,tely north-
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wards of Peru, and some part of Peru itself.* If Boox IX.
Las Casas had been a rich and powerful man, or Ch 3-
had been well supported by the rich and power-
ful, he might easily have altered the fate of South
America,

The narrative, after many turnings and wind- 1, gues
ings, in the difficult navigation of affairs at court, %
has now come to that point, where Las Casas, enterprie.
having conquered his troubles in Spain, was ready
to start for the Terra-firma, tolerably well equipped
with all the things that were necessary for a
great enterprize of colonization in that part of
the world. It remains to be seen how far the
Terra-firma was ready to receive him; and whe-
ther there would be that concurrence of favour-
able circumstances, upon which success in any
enterprize depends, or at least without which
success is in the highest degree difficult. For o

2 4 3 istory of
this purpose, it is necessary for the writer to go s
back a long way in the history of the Indies, to i
resuscitate Columbus, who had now for many
years found the true rest of the tomb, and to
describe, at some length, the discovery and set-
tlement of that part of the Terra-firma which

* “Se lo encomendava desde |
la Provineia de Phria inclusive, |
h.asta la de Santa Marta exclu-
Stve, que son de costa de Mar
Leste oneste doscientas y sesenta
legnas poco mas & menos, y |
ambos & dos limites corriendo
por cuerda derecha hasta dar 4 |

la ofra costa del Sur, 6 medio-
dia, que son (como despues ha
parecido) mas de des mill y qui-
nientas leguas por la tierra dentro,
porque no hay otra mar hasta el
estrecho de Magallanes.” — Lis
Casas, Hist. de las Indias, MS.,
lib. 3, cap. 154.
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Boox IX. had been granted by the King of Spain to the
Ch.3.  Clerigo, Las Casas.

Nay, further, to bring the subject with any-
thing like completeness before the mind of the
reader, it will be advisable to anticipate the
Spanish Conquest, and to make some endeavour,

THE
PEARL COAST.

P s 0
s )a),(egi %ﬂgg‘:ﬁw& gos 49

mn
,'II

at least, to describe the inhabitants of the coast
the e of Cumand (otherwise called the Pearl Coast), and
Gotst. their mode of life, before they had seen the face
of a white man. Hitherto, in the course of thig
narrative, when the word * Indians” has occurred,
it has conveyed little more information than xf
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the words “ savages,” “ aborigines,” or * copper- Book IX.

coloured men,” had been used. And, indeed, Ch 3.
so much is our knowledge of different tribes
intermingled and confused, that it would be
presumptuous to say with respect to any account
given, even after the utmost research, of the
inhabitants of any particular part of the coast,
that it was exactly faithful. Still, some attempt
must be made; and, as there was a general re-
semblance in the languages spoken by the adja-
cent tribes, even though they could not under-
stand each other,* so in the life of these several
tribes there was a general basis of accordance,
which we must endeavour to bring before our
minds, if we would take the full interest in their
story, which its importance to the world demands
for it.

The traveller of modern days sees these various
tribes under a very different aspect from that which g,
they must have presented to the Spanish con- Bdims
querors, and especially from that which they would dsys.
have presented to any thoughtful and scientific
explorer who had accompanied or preceded those
conquerors. The stagnant life of the Indian in the
Missions—the suppressed life of the Indian under
the civil rule of another race, essentially different
from his own—will give but little idea of what
that life was, before the Indians had seen any

2 * 1y, Cumanagotos, the | words and of grammatical struc-
Gmnm’ 44 Chaymas, the | ture exhibited in their respecs
uaraons, and the Caribbees, do | tive idioms.” Hussoror's
nolt understand eqch other, in | Personal Narrative, vol. 1,
spite of the frequent analogy of | chap, 9.
VOL. 11, G
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Boox IX. vessels other than their own swift piraguas

Ch. 3.

Indians of
this day,

hollowed from the trunks of trees.

Even the laws which were meant to be most
considerate for the Indians, and which were ob-
tained with such difficulty by benevolent church-
men like Las Casas, or kind-hearted statesmen
like Charles the Fifth, have proved a sad restraint
upon the energies of the race, as no man leans
long on any person, or thing, without losing
some of his own original power and energy. It
was ordained, for instance, that no fodian should
have any transaction of buying or selling which
involved a sum greater than a certain small
specified amount. This law was passed to pro-
tect the Indian: the modern traveller naturally
and justly sees in it an instance of the childlike
subjection under which the Indians have been
kept. No wonder that he observes in going into
their huts, that he can discern little or no differ-
ence between the countenances of the father and
the son,* so few and so flaccid have been the emo-

% «All the Chaymas have a two different causes, the local

sort of family look ; and this re-
semblance, so often observed by |
travellers, is the more striking,
as between the ages of twenty |
and fifty, difference of years is
no way. denoted by wrinkles of
the skin, colour of the hair, or
decrepitude of the body. Onen-
tering a hut, it is often difficult
among adult persons to dis-
tinguish the father from the son,
and not to confound one genera-

tion with another. I attribute

situation of the Indian tribes,
and their inferior degree of intel-
lectual culture.” —HumBonpt's
Personal  Narrative, vol. 1,
chapter .

See also the account of the
missionary Gumirra: “ El cabello
en todos sin excepeion alguna es
negro, grueso, laso y largo, con
el apreciable privilegio, que ne-
cesita de largo peso de afios para
ponerse canos : argumento nuevo
que robora la opinion antigua de

this air of family resemblance to | que las canas son parto mas le-
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tions that have passed through the mind, and Boox IX.
impressed themselves upon that unerring indi- Ch 3-

cator, the visage, even in the Indian whose time
of life is such, that had he been a man of different
race and country, the cruel wrinkles would have
been in abundance, like the lines in a map, telling
no slight portion of his troubled history.

From all that T have been able to learn of the Tndians of
Indians on the coast of Cumand, at the period the l;w[

preceding the Spanish Conquest, I should cer-
tainly not be inclined to class them under the
head of savage tribes. They had ceased to be
nomadic.  They lived in villages. They were
expert fishermen. And here it may be noticed
that the sea performs the same function in civiliz-
ing men that the settlement and cultivation of
lands do, giving them a fixed place of work and a
settled occupation. These Indians were skilful
in hunting, but were not hunters only, for they
had domestic animals, which the women tended.
An immense love for the solitude of nature,* the
reminiscence perhaps of an earlier state, beset
them ; and, no doubt, they enjoyed their indolent

7 occupation.

gitimo de las pesadumbres ¥ cui-
dados que de los muchos afios.
0 es asi, que no ereo se hallen
gentes que disimulen tanto la
edad, y 1 demuestren ménos que
los Indios, cuyas canas apénas
comienzan & pintar 4 los sesenta
afios."— Histopiq Natural, Civil
Y Geogrdfica de us Naciones
{ Orinoco, vol, 1, cap. 5.
* “The weresistible desire the
Indians have to flee from society,

and enter again oy 4 nomadie

G

life, causes even young children
sometimes to leave their parents,
and wander four or five days in
the forests, living on fruits, palm-
cabbage and roots. When tra-
velling in the Missions, it is not
uncommon to find whole villages
almost deserted, because the in-
habitants are in their gardens, or
in the forests (al monte)."—
Humporor’s Personal Narra-
tive, vol. 1, chap. 9.

9

-~
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thoughts in their bewildering tropical forests, free
from the imperfect sympathy of other men. They
knew how to barter; and all the sagacity that
comes from bartering was theirs. Their arith-
metic certainly was limited, or would appear so to
a Buropean, proceeding by those natural divi-
sions of fives, tens, and twenties, which corres-
pond with fingers and toes. They had not only
the various vessels requisite for domestic pur-
poses, but also works of art, imitations of the
animal nature around them, Their dress was
scanty, but what there was of it, was beautiful and
useful; and civilized nations, at least in modern
times, have so little to say for themselves in the
matter of dress, that perhaps it would be better to
omit any comparisons on this head, and to allow
that we are more savage than those whom we call
savages, only that they perform upon their skins
the follies which we display in our dress. One
ornament these Indians wore—a fatal ornament
for them—namely, strings of pearls.

Their languages were forcible and well-con.
structed. With equal vigour and courtesy they
pointed out the object® first in their sentences,
reminding us in this respect of the Latin tongue.
The wife, welcoming her hushand from the forest,
would exclaim, “Thee with Joy beholding am T;”
the husband, speaking of his victories, would say,
“ Enemies many conquered have I.” Tt was a
language, as the philologists would say, of “ag-
glutination,” not, I believe, the highest form of

4

* See HuoMBoLD™'s Personal Narrative, vol. 1, chap. g.
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language, but still full of picturesque beauty. Boox IX.
Their mode of reckoning years was by the prin- Ch-3-
cipal events in them. They spoke of *so many
rains,” as S0 Many seasons.

We know little of their intellectual develop-
ment,* of whether they could discourse well, and
what they had to discourse about; but we know
that now-a-days an Indian in authority will 1, of
harangue the people of his puweblo for hours, i
apportioning their duties to them, apparently for it.
with all due eloquence.t I conceive from their
general intelligence they must have had such
things as proverbs drawn from their own simple
habits, or from those of the animals around them
—such proverbs as have been found even in the
Bight of Benin,} amongst a people certainly in

# The conquerors, coming to a  labours of the week, reprimand-
new country, wrote of the plants, | ing the idle,orthreatening the dis-
the trees, and the animals,—spe- ‘ obedient.” — Humeornt's Per-
cimens of which remain ; but few  sonal Narrative, vol. 1, chap. 9.
have recorded anything which = Las Casas makes a similar
serves to disclose the thoughts of remark of some Indians in Cen-
the new races of men they saw,— | tral America:—
and these, for the most part, have | “ Esta era cosa maravillosa,
perished or are greatly changed. ' ser tan amigos de no hacer cosa
If a Spaniard had made a friend of | sin mucho zeuerdo y consejo:
any Indian, we might have known | que las minimas y de muy poca
whether they loved as we love, | entidad y sustancia, sin primero
wherein lay their melancholy (if | tractar, y conferir de ellas, por
they were advanced enough to be ninguna manera osavan y de esto
melancholy), and how the great ! podria yo decir aver visto algo.”—
Pl'omemsoﬂifepresscduponthcm. | Las Casas, Hist. Apolog., c.237-

t “I have often wondered at |
the volubility
Caripe,

3« Aya seju ommo re kiwobd
with which, at 6. ¢The monkey winked its eye
the native alcalde, the | (very quickly, but not before) its
go‘vemado.r, and the sargento | young one thrust its finger into
muayor, will harangue for whole | it:" i.e., rapid as is the wink of
; :umt hthe Indians assembled be-  the monkey's eye, it may be an-
re the church regulating the | ticipated by the quicker motion
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Their mirth
would be small, and of a poor kind, for it is civi-
lization, with its odd contrasts and sly irony of
situation, putting the fool where the wise man
should be, the buffoon where the scholar, the
soldier where the bishop,* that gives s0 much
animation and drollery to life, and, indeed, ren-
ders it tolerable to the humorist by making it
so fantastical and absurd.

One bitter drop in the cup of ease and comfort
which these Indians would otherwise have quaffed
so leisurely, was to be found in that strange
marauding race, the Caribs; and yet, in the mo-
lestation of those Caribs lay the germs of a pos-
sible civilization for the quiet and peaceable tribes.
These Caribs probably compelled the Chaymas to
live in villages for self-defence. They made the
science of war a thing necessary to be learnt.+
They rendered negociation needful. In short,
they were the external element which performed
the part that the restless Normans acted in

of the young one’s finger: (an | propensities of the Bishop of

exhortation to be expeditious in
one’s actions). Omi li 6 déno,
akéregbe ko f6.—*It is only the
water that is spilt; the calabash
is not broken:' ¢t.e., though
failure attended the first attempt,
yet whilst there is means, anothey
may be made with suceess.”'—
CrowrHER's Yoruba Voecabu.
lary, Additional Proverbs, Pp-
290, 291.

* For instance, how humoroys
are the allusions constantly made

by Las Casas to the warlike.‘

Burgos.

+ I cannot help concluding—
and it is from very small ¢ireum-
stances that we can learn any-
thingof these obscure tribes—that
the fact of the word for fire being
the same in the Caribbee and the
Chayma language (in Chayma,
apofo : in Tamanae, wapto; in
Caribbean uato) is significant of
a transaction which had often oc-
curred of the burning of peaceful
Chayma villages by these indo-
mitable Caribs,
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Furope, and their unwelcome presence might Boox IX.

have led to similar great results. g
Before concluding this very imperfect, and

yet very difficult sketeh of the Indians of the

Pearl Coast and its vicinity, I must mention two

things which mark some civilization in the parti-

cular spots where they occur. One is, that they

had seats to sit upon,* and the other, that they

knew that they were indolent and that this was

an offence before the gods. This latter fact will

appear from their religion, which 1 reserve for a

more general description of the religions of

America.

The physical circumstances surrounding these
Indians were very favourable. Animal life was of life
. . abundant
abundant. Cereals, or productions which too
the place of cereals, were easily obtained; and, as
we shall soon see, regular tillaget was found
amongst them. Above all, a vast fishing bank {

® «Tos (la gente nuestra) | ground, and they employ the
llevaron & una casa muy grande | cotton for weaving hammocks.

hecha 4 dos aguas, y no redonda,
como tienda de campo, como son
e'stas otras, y allf tenian muchas
sillas & donde los ficieron asentar,
Y otras dondeellos se asentaron,”
—Tercer Viage de Colon.—Nav.
Col., tom. 1, p. 251.

4 ‘.‘ In the forests of South
J%merma there are tribes of na-
tives, peacefully united in vil-
togiiiil,\_tmcl who render obedience

1 chiefs. They cultivate the
plantain-tree, cassaya, and cotton,

on a tolerably extensive tract of

| These people are scarcely more
barbarous than the naked Indians
of the missions, who have been
taught to make the sign of the
cross. It is a common error in
Europe, to look on all natives
not reduced to a state of subjec-
tion, as wanderers and hunters.
Agriculture was practised on the
American continent long before
the arrival of Europeans.” —
Homsonor's Personal Narra-

| tive, vol. 1, chap. 0.

| % “The Guaigueries, or Guai-
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Boox IX. near the island of Margarita exercised their skill
Ch. 3. ag fishermen.
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Any large extent of history contains such
ludicrous and deplorable incidents, that it would
hardly be a thing to be wondered at, if all
writers of history were to become cynical or

keri, are the most able and most | bank of more than four hundred
intrepid fishermen of these coun- square leagues, extending east
tries. These people alone are | and west from Maniquarez to the
well acquainted with the bank | Boea del Draco.’—Humporpr's
abounding with fish which sur- | Personal Narrative, vol. 1,
rounds the islands of Coche, Mar- | chap. 9.

garita, Sola, and Testigos; a
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sarcastic men. The history of this coast is not Boox IX.
withoub. such incidentss Tbiwas atthe hitneT -3
have depicted it, namely before the Conquest, a
happy, smiling coast, vexed occasionally by
Caribs, but otherwise, a bright spot on the earth,
where men, without making much pretence to
anything that is elevated in human nature, lived
peaceably and pleasantly enough, under the
shade of their own cocoa trees, looking out upon
some of the grandest aspects of nature. If they
thought at all about the matter, they must have
been delighted with the rich supplies of food
which they obtained so easily from their oyster-
beds. But the diseases of a creature, apparently
occupying a low place in the scale of creation, ,
were fated to be the means of dissolving the n:_iachi?f
whole of Indian society in these parts, and of A
reducing large districts from a state of cultivation
into a state of nature, so that it is only con-
jectured now by the skilful naturalist, founding
his conjecture upon the prevalence of some par-
ticular flower, that they once were cultivated.

Tt is strange that this little glistening bead,
the pear], should have been the cause of so much
movement in the world as it has been. There
must be something essentially beautiful in it, E;:’;;Y
however, for it has been dear to the eyes both of
civilized and of uncivilized people. The dark-
haired* Roman lady, in the palmiest days of
Rome, cognizant of all the beautiful productions

b *1 h‘“_'ﬂ great doubts whether these ornaments would ever have
een admired so much, or sought for so eagerly, if a fair-haired
people had been the first to set the fashions of the world.
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Boox IX.in the world, valued the pearl as highly as ever

Ch.3.- did the simple Indian woman; and a love for
these glistening beads came upon the Spaniards
from two* quarters—from the Romans who had
colonized them, and from the Moors they had
conquered. So general, indeed, was the love for
pearls, that it was to be expected that whatever
country in the wide circuit of the whole world
was cursed with an abundance of pearl-producing
oysters, would be sure, when the fact was dis-
covered, to become a theatre for displaying the
rapacity of the rest of mankind.

The perilous nature, however, of his sub-
marine possessions was not yet visible to the
poor innocent Indian on the coast of Paria or
Cumana; and it was with childish delight that
he threw the strings of pearls (strung in a way
that would have driven the jewellers of Europe
wild with vexation) on the smooth brown arm,
or rich brown neck of his beloved.

Without entering into any of the old con-
troversies respecting the comparative felicity of
civilized and savage life, it must be admitted that
the life, as above described, of the Indians on
the north-eastern coast of South America, was

* “Poarls were the more | pearls; and that of Granada, the
sought after, as the luxury of |residence of the Moorish kings,
Asia had been introduced into | who displayed at their court all
Europe by two ways diametri- | the luxury of the East.”—Huwu-
cally opposite: that of Constan- | noLor's Personal Narrative,
tinople, where the Palmologi wore | vol. 1, chap. 5.
garments covered with strings of |
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not such as to give humanity any cause to be Boox IX.
ashamed of it; and, moreover, that it contained ©h- 3
a promise of better things which might be de-
veloped. Tt was a society which no benevolent
and thinking man would have taken upon himself
the responsibility of destroying. People of what
is called advanced civilization have not made so
noble and bright a thing of life, as to entitle them
to be very censorious upon the ruder attempts of
others. If we may describe the life of the most
civilized nations by an allusion to their modes of Brpe
representing it upon the stage, we are compelled mcirilized
to confess, that it has not hitherto been dignified nities.
enough for a tragedy, not graceful enough for

a comedy, and certainly not merry enough for a

farce. Such, at least, is the way in which a
sarcastic advocate for the uncivilized communities

would argue.

Moreover, he would contend, that, in this said
civilization, men are crowded together without
preparation for being in such close contact; and
that hence arises a squalidity and a sordidness of
life, which were unknown to these Indians we have
been describing.* Again, in civilized communi-
ties, most men have become portions of a great
machine, performing their small part but too
well, and mostly unconscious of the drift and

; * Tt is curious that the early
discoverers and conquerors sel-
dom or neyer speak of any ahsence
of cl_ea.nliness in the Indian huts
or villages, and it scems to have
been reserved for the temples of

the Indians to manifest that
filth and squalor which belong
to such considerable portions of
the great cities of the civilized
world,
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Boox IX. meaning of the great machine itself. The people

Ch. 3.

live amidst great things (which is not without
its advantage to the mind), but often they un-
derstand them not; whereas the semi-civilized
man—savage as we call him—does fully com-
prehend the processes of work around him. In
all comparisions between the two states, there-
fore, this point—namely, how much the average
man understands of the state of things around
him—is to be considered.

It is a very fitting opportunity to enter upon
such considerations, when, as in the narrative of
the discovery of the New World, great masses of
civilized and uncivilized men are to be brought
together in the sternest contact and contrast.
Would that such self-humbling thoughts had
often been present to the men from the Old
World, borne up as they were upon the intel-
ligence and valour of the few men in each gene-
ration who had done or thought any new thing,
but not in themselves so far superior to the men
of the New World whom they came to conquer,
as to warrant any outrageous contempt for them.

The impending change of scene for the Tp.
dians of the Pearl Coast is something awful to
contemplate, a change greater than anything but
death. We often picture to ourgelyeg the wild
and wondrous feelings of the mep from Europe,
who came and discovered thege new lands; but
we hardly can bring home to our minds the
amazement which the mep of the New World
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experienced in beholding their strange visitors, or Boox IX.
the dismay with which they must have regarded Ch-3.
the destruction of all that they loved, honoured, , ...
and venerated. It was what an earthquake is to pent of
the man who feels it for the first time, or, from o
its continuousness, more like the incursion of bar- at their
barians amongst a people who had never read or ™™
heard of barbarians. And it was natural that

they should ask, as they did, whether these de-
stroying creatures had descended from the air, or

risen (as the ancients fabled of Venus) from the

foam of the sea.*

The above gives some faint outline of what
men did and felt in that part of South America
called the Pearl Coast, before the appearance of
Columbus. To carry on the story for twenty- The storyof
three years to the point of the Clerigo’s arrival, it Columbus
will still be necessary to describe the way in agin.
which Columbus continued to lift, as it were, the
veil between the Old and the New Continent, and
also to give some account of the occupation of the
Pear] Coast by those who availed themselves of
the great Admiral’s discoveries, up to the very
point of time when Las Casas, having overcome
his difficulties at court, had been entrusted with
the government of a vast territory, stretching
from Paria to Santa Martha.

Perhaps in all histories, and certainly in one

* i '
X T racocha, (foam of the sea) was the name given by the Peru-
Vvians to the Spaniards.
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Book IX. so fragmentary, and where portions of the story
Ch.3.  resemble one another so much, as that of the con-
Reasons for (uest and colonization of America, it is worth
if.idggfﬁla while, occasionally, to go through the most ex-
smmectel haustive process in accumulating and discussing
Peurl — details, in order to attain that mastery over some
one section of the subject, which, when thus mas-
tered, will be a key to similar sections of the his-
tory, and render it needless to keep in mind, or
bring prominently forward, similar classes of
details. A story may often be better told, and
assuredly better remembered, if it be enriched,
and light be thrown into it, by certain sections
being well studied and carefully worked out, even
though in other parts it is rather vague or sue-
cinet, than by an equable narrative which every-
where gives many facts, but nowhere goes into
profound detail. Another reason, also, for dwell-
ing carefully, T had almost said painfully, upon
some portions of a story, giving all the details
that can be found, is, that such a mode of treat-
ment leaves to other minds some opportunity of
seeing a new significance in these details, which
had escaped the original composer of the narra-
tive, and which it would have been much more
difficult to deduce from a level narrative of the

kind T have alluded to.

It would have been easy in the present case,
simply to state that Columbus discovered Paria,
to assume that there was no difference worth
recording between the Indians of the Pear]l Coast
and others who have already been described, and

then to give an outline of the occupation by the
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Spaniards of this coast and of the adjacent island Boox IX.
of Cubagua, in the brief manner that Cwsar might Chb-3.
have narrated a victory. But no wisdom is to be A meagre
gained from such a meagre narrative, unless it E‘,ﬁjﬁ’t‘l’v"e
can be interpreted by a full one of a similar
nature; and it would be doing injustice to the

great attempt of Las Casas, to omit illustrating

it by the details which for its sake so well deserve

to be recorded, and some of which must have been

within his knowledge at the time he formed his

noble project.




CHAPTER 1IV.

DISCOVERY OF THE CONTINENT BY COLUMBUS, AND
OTHER RETROSPECTIVE HISTORY CONNECTED WITH
THE PEARL COAST.

Boox IX. A GOOD starting-point for that important part

Ch. 4.

Instrue-
tions to
Columbus
by Los
Reyes.

of the narrative which comes next—namely,
the discovery of the American continent by Co-
lTumbus—will be a recital of the first clause in the
instructions given by Ferdinand and Isabella to
the Admiral, in the year 1497, previously to his
undertaking his third voyage—a voyage which,
though not to be compared to his first one, is
still very memorable, on account of the disco-
veries he made, and the sufferings he experienced
in the course of it.

The first clause of the instructions is to the
effect, that the Indians of the islands are to be
brought into peace and quietude, being reduced
into subjection *benignantly;” and also, as the
principal end of the conquest, that they be con-
verted to the sacred Catholic Faith, and have the
holy Sacraments administered to them.*

* “Que nos hayan de servir que 4 ellos y 4 los que han de ir
estar so nuestro Sefiorio & |4 estas Tierras en las dichas In-
Subgeccion benignamente, prin-!dias sean administrados los San-

cipalmente que se conviertan | tosSacramentos porlos Religiosos
Nuestra Santa Feé Catélica; y |y Clérigos que alld estan y fuesen,
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Tt will be needless to recount the vexations of Boox IX.
that * much-enduring man,” Columbus, before his b 4
embarkation. Suffice it to say, that he set sail Colambus
from the port of San Lucar on the 3oth of May, g )
1498, with six vessels, and two hundred men, in
addition to the sailors that were necessary to
navigate the vessels. In the course of his voyage
he was obliged to avoid a French squadron which
was cruizing in those seas, as France and Spain
were then at war. From Gomara, one of the
Canary islands, he dispatched three of his shipss Bends part
directly to Hispaniola, declaring in his instruc- squadron
tions to their commanders, that he was going to ;‘;jf;f&
the Cape Verde islands, and thence, ¢ in the name
of the Sacred Trinity,” to navigate to the south
of those islands, until he should arrive under the
equinoxial line, in the hope of being guided by
God to discover something which may be to His
service, and to that of our Lords, the King and
Queen, and to the honour of Christendom; * for,

I believe,” he adds, * that no one has ever tra-
versed this way, and that this sea is nearly
unknown.”*

With one ship, therefore, and two caravels,
the great Admiral made for the Cape Verde {F:I,§°€,Z,t36
islands, “a false name,” as he observes, for sds
nothmg was to be seen there of a green colour.

He reached these islands on the z7th of June,

Por manera que dicho Nuestro| * ¢ Creo que este camino jamas
Befior sea servido ¥ sus concien- lo haya hecho nadie, y sea esta
cias se seguren,”—Is Casas, Mar muy incOgnita.” — Las
Hist. de lag Indias, MS,, lib. 1,|Casas, Hist. de las Indias,
cap. 126, MS,, lib. 1, cap. 130.

NOL. 11, n ,
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Ch. 4.

Observa-
tion of the
Polar star.

98 Third Voyage of Columbus.

and quitted them on the 4th of July, having been
in the midst of such a dense fog all the time,
that, he says, *it might have been cut with a
knife.” Thence he proceeded to the south-west,
intending afterwards to take a westerly direction.
‘When he had gone, as he says, one hundred and
twenty leagues, he began to find those floating
fields of sea-weed which he had encountered in
his first voyage. Here he took an observation at
night-fall, and found that the north star was in
five degrees.* The wind suddenly abated, and

# T do not venture to give
an explanation of his meaning in
this passage : the exact words are
«adonde en anocheciendo tenia
la estrella del norte en cinco
grados.”—See NAVARRETE, Col.,
tom. I, p. 246.

As it would be desirable, how-
ever, not only for the history of
navigation, but even for the
purposes of present science,
to understand the observations
taken by Columbus in this
memorable voyage, I shall point
out one or two of the difficulties,
leaving it for those persons who
have studied the instruments
and the modes of observation
in use at the latter end of the
fifteenth century, to remove, if
possible, these difficulties.

1t is said by those who have
gtudied the route of Columbus
in this voyage that he never
went below the eighth degree of
latitude.

Now if we may infer from the
words “ the north star was in
five degrees” that Columbus,
aware of the fact that the altitude

of the pole equals the latitude of
the place, was taking the lati-
tude, and found it to be 5°—
this, though a great error, would
not be an inadmissible one. A
combination of bad instruments
and bad methods, in the hands
of a bad observer, might give an
error of two or three degrees.
There is, however, a curious
statement of NAvARRETE'S, that
Columbus’s  instruments gave
double altitudes, which would
increase the difficnlty. I must
leave this part of the question
to astronomers, NAVARRETE'S
words are,—** Los cuadrantes de
aquel tiempo median la doble
altura; y por consiguiente los
42° que dice distaba de la equi-
noccial hfieia el N. deben re-
ducirse & 21° de latitud N., que
es con corta diferencia el parelelo
por donde mnavegaba Colon,”—
Nav. Col., tom. I, p. 44, 0.
Again, from other passages it
appears that Columbus, in the
course of this voyage, was taking
the polar distance of the north
star, upon which, as will here-
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the heat was intolerable; so much so, that nobody Boox IX.
dared to go below deck to look after the wine and Ch. 4.

the provisions.

This extraordinary heat lasted

after be seen, he based a false
theory of the earth not heing a
true sphere, but pear-shaped.
M. Humsoror thus describes the
error of Columbus :—* Mais les
explications qu'il hasardait de
quelques fausses observations de
la polaire faites, dans le voisi-
nage des fles Agores, sur les pas-
sages supérieurs et inférieurs de
Létoile, et son hypothise de la
figure non sphérique et irrégu-
licre de la terre, qui est renflée
dans une certaine partie de la
zone équatoriale vers la cdte
de Paria, prouvent qu'il était
bien faible dans les premidres
notions géométriques.” — Fra-
men Critique, vol. 3, p. 17.

It is, however, to be remarked,
that this first observation, alluded
to in the text, occurs, as I con-
ceive, or may have occurred,
separately from the false ob-
servations referred to by M.
Humporor. These are mentioned
further on in the narrative:—
“Fallé alli que en anocheciendo
tenia yo la estrella del Norte alta
inco grados, y estonces las guar-
das estaban encima de la cabeza,
¥ despues 4 la media noche fa.
laba la estyefly alta diez grados,
¥ en amaneciendo que las guardas
estuban en 1og piés quince,

“ La suavelidad de la mar fallé
conforme, mag ng pp la yerba :
en esto de la ostrella de] Norte
tomé grande admiracion, ¥y por
et muchas noghes con mucha
dlhgencia tornaba yo § repricar
la vista dell, con el cuadrante, y

H

siempre fallé que caia el plomo y
hilo & un punto.”—Nav., Col,
tom. 1, p. 255.

The real polar distance of the
north star is 1° 38" 477

It is to be rvemarked that
Columbus, in the above passage,
states that he made several ob-
servations, and that the north
star at night-fall was always in
five degrees. The track of his
voyage, carefully made from his
own narrative, is for a very long
distance together in the same
parallel of latitude.

I have consulted an eminent
person in science, who says, “ I
have no doubt that, in the ff-
tenth century, a small handful of
degrees was no uncommon error
in the observations of an ordinary
seaman—and we know nothing
of Columbus, as an observer,
which should induce us to force

| any presumptions in his favour.”

For my own part, though in-
clined, with Peter Martyr, to
touch the matter “with a dry
foot” (““ De poli etiam varietate
quadam refert, quae, * * * sioco
pertingam pede”), T ecannot help
thinking that Columbus was not
s0 much outin all his observations
in this third voyage, as from the
above he appears to be. It would
be worth while for some eminent
cosmographer to take this voy-
age of Columbus and illustrate
it carefully. It is not often in
the world’s history that a series
of observations has led to more
immediate and practical results.

2
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Boox IX. eight days. The first day was clear, and if the

Ch. 4.

Bails to
westward,

Trinidad
seen,

others had been like it, the Admiral says, not
a man would have been left alive, but they would
all have been burnt up.

At last a favourable breeze sprang up, en-
abling the Admiral to take a westerly course, the
one he most desired, as he had before noticed
in his voyages to the Indies that about a hun-
dred miles west of the Azores there was always
a sudden change of temperature.* On Sunday,
the 22nd of July, in the evening, the sailors
saw innumerable birds going from the south-
west to the north-east, which flight of birds was
a sign that land was not far off. For several
successive days birds were seen, and an albatross
perched upon the Admiral’s vessel. Still the
fleet went on without seeing land, and, as it was
in want of fresh water, the Admiral was thinking
of changing his course; and, indeed, on Thursday,
the 31st of July, had commenced steering north-
wards for some hours, when, to use his own
words, *as God had always been accustomed to
show mercy to him,”f a certain mariner of Huelva,
a follower of the Admiral’s, named Alonso Perez,
happened to go up aloft upon the maintop-sail of
the Admiral’s ship, and suddenly saw land to-
wards the south-west, about fifteen leagues off.

% I suppose he came into Or!Gu]f' of Mexico, to our own
out of one of those warm ocean}shorea, and on which we so
rivers which have so great an much depend.
effect in modifying the tempera-| + “Como su alta Magestad
ture of the earth—perhaps into haya siempre usado de miseri-
the one which comes from the cordia conmigo."—Nav., Col,
gouth of Africa through the tom. 1, p. 247.
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This land which he descried was in the form of Boor IX.
three lofty hills or mountains. It would be but Ch 4.
natural to conjecture that, as Columbus had re-
solved to name the first land he should discover
“Trinidad,” it was by an effort of the will, or of
the imagination, that these three eminences were
seen first; bub it is exceedingly probable that
such eminences were to be seen from the point
whence Alonso Perez first saw land.*

The sailors sang the *“Salve Regina,” with
other pious hymns in honour of God and “Our
Lady,” according to the custom of the mariners of
Spain, who, in terror or in joy, were wont to find
an expression for their feelings in such sacred
canticles. t

The Admiral's course, when he was going rhe
northwards, had been in the direction of the Carib ij;‘f;‘;‘or
islands, already well known to him; but with Trinidad.
great delight he now turned towards Trinidad,
making for a cape, which, from the likeness of a
little rocky islet near it to a galley in full sail, he
named “ La Galera.”{ There he arrived * at the
hour of complines,” but, not finding the port suf-
ficiently deep for his vessels to enter, he proceeded
westwards.

thr:ecal?iCashepw .is b“‘”}“'d .b)' Espafia, que con tribulaciones y
i rE:d Bd.mU}mti_lllls, f’f which glugrias suelen decirla.”"—Las
W Pt IBnt.atwn 18 given in Day's | Casas, Hist. de las Indias, M3,
es i n'daes, vol. 2, p. 31. lib. 1, cap. 131.
Rogm c‘(ﬂ’r‘lﬂ cantada la Salve| f This point is sometimp:s
devotas queo ras coplas y prosas p!u.ced at the north-east of Tl‘.l-
de Dios dconhwnen alabanzas | nidad; but wrongly so. It is
segun lg cyoste Nuestra Befiora, now Cape Galeotn.—See HuM-
i umbre de los Mari- | BoLp1’s Heamen Critique, vol. 1,
» 4l Iuenos los nyestrog de!p. 310.
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Boox IX.  The first thing noticeable on the shores, as he

Ch- 4 neared them, was that the trees descended to the
Beauty  sea. There were houses and people, and very
country in beautiful lands, which reminded him, from their

k5 beauty and their verdure, of the gardens of Valen-

THE
PEARL COAST.
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cia as seen in the month of March.® It was also to
be observed that these lands were well cultivated.
On the following morning he continued in a

* «Habia casas y gente, y|tom. I, p. 24%.—* Mayo " says
muy lindas tierras, atan fermosas | Las Casas,
y verdes como las huertas de| + ““La tierra era muy labrada,
Valencia en Marzo."—Nav., Col., lalta y hermosa.”—Las Casas,
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westerly direction in search of a port, where he Boox IX.
might take in water and refit his ships, the Ch.4
timbers of which had shrunk, from extreme heat,
so that they sadly needed caulking. He did not
find a port, but he came to deep soundings some-
where near Point Alcatraz, where he brought to,
and took in fresh water. This was on a "Wednes-
day, the first of August. From the point where
he now was, the low lands of the Orinoco must
have been visible, and Columbus must have sees the
beheld the continent of America for the first fr
time.* He supposed it to be an island of about frst time.
twenty leagues in extent, and he gave it the
somewhat insignificant name of Zeta.

The same signs of felicity which greeted his
eyes on his first sight of land, continued to manifest
themselves.  Farms and populous placest were
visible above the water as he coasted onwards;
and still the trees descended towards the sea—
a sure sign of the general mildness of the weather,
wherever it occurs.

The next day he proceeded westwards along
the southern part of Trinidad, until he arrived at
the westernmost point, which he called * La
punta de Arenal;” and now he beheld the gulf of
Paria, which he called “ La Balena” (the gulf of %e:ff';]lfe
the whale). Tt was just after the rainy season, ™™

Hist. de lgs Indias, MS., lib, 1,| + “ Vido muchas labranzas por
cap; 13a. luengo de Costa y muchas Pobla-
%nﬂghe northern part of the ciones.”—Las Casas, Hist. de

ent had been discovered | las Indias, MS., lib. 1, cap.

by Sebastian (abot
of Jung, 1497.9‘ ot, on the 24th | 132.
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Boox IX.and the great rivers which flow into that gulf
Ch- 4 were causing its waters to rush with impetuosity
out of the two openings* which lead into the
open sea. The contest between the fresh water
and the salt water produced a ridge of waters, on
Enters the the top of which the Admiral was borne into the
gultat the o) f ot such risk, that, writing afterwards of this
Sierpe.  event to the Spanish court, he says, * Even to-day
T shudder lest the waters should have upset the

vessel when they came under its bows.”}

Previously to entering the gulf, the Admiral
had sought to make friends with some Indians
who approached him in a large canoe, by ordering
his men to come upon the poop, and dance to the
sound of a tambourine; but this, naturally
enough, appears to have been mistaken for a
warlike demonstration, and it was answered by a
flight of arrows from the Indians.

The Admiral, still supposing that he was
amongst islands, called the land to the left of
him, as he moved up the gulf, the island of
Giracia ; and he continued to make a similar mistake
throughout the whole of his course up the gulf,
taking the various projections of the indented coast
for islands. Throughout his voyage in the gulf,
Columbus met with nothing but friendly treat-
ment from the natives. At last he arrived at

E‘f%ﬂf: a place Which the natives told him was called
Paria, and where they also informed him that, to

* The Boca del Drago and the Beca de la Sierpe.
+ “Que hoy en dia tengo el miedo en el cuerpo que no me
trabucasen la nao enando llegasen debajo della.”—Nav., Cbl., tom.

1, p- 249-
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the westward, the country was more populous. Boox IX.
He took four of these natives, and went onwards, Shade
until he came to a point which he named Aguja
(Needle Point), where, he says, he found the most
beautiful lands in the world, very populous, and

THE
PEARL COAST.
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whence, to use his own words, “an infinite
number of canoes came off to the ships.”

Proceeding onwards, the Admiral came to a _
pla.ce- where the women had pearl bracelets, and, gy
et g enquiring where these came from, they i
ga@e signs, directing him out of the Gulf of

aria towards the island of Cubagua. Here he
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sent some of his men on shore, who were very
well received and entertained by two of the prin-
cipal Indians. It is needless to dwell upon this
part of the narrative. Very few of the places
retain the names which the Admiral gave them,
and, consequently, it is difficult to trace his
progress. He began to conjecture, from the im-
mense amount of fresh water brought down by
the rivers into the Gulf of Paria, that the land
which he had been calling the island of Gracia
was not an island, but a continent, of which fact
he afterwards became more convinced.* But little
time was given him for research of any kind.
He was anxious to reach Hispaniola, in order to
see after his colonists there, and to bring them
the stores which he had in charge; and so, after
passing through the * Boca del Drago,”and recon-
noitring the island of Margarita, which he named,
he was compelled to go on his way to Hispaniola.
‘We are hardly so much concerned with what the
Admiral saw and heard, as with what he after-
wards thought and reported. To understand
this, it will be desirable to enter somewhat into
the scientific questions which occupied the mind
of this great mariner and most observant man.

The discovery of the continent of America by
Columbus, in his third voyage, was the result of
a distinct intention on his part to discover some

# « Yo estoy creido que esta este tan grande rio y mar que es
¢s tierra firme grandisima de que | dulce.” — Las Casas, Hist, de
hasta hoy no se ha salido, y la| las Indias, MS., lib. 1, cap.
razon me ayuda grandemente de 138.
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new land, and cannot be attributed to chance. Boox IX.

It would be difficult to define precisely the train
of ideas which led Columbus to this discovery.
The Portuguese navigations were one compelling
cause.* Then the change, already alluded to,
which Columbus had noticed in his voyages to
the Indies, on passing a line a hundred leagues
west of the Azores, was in his mind, as it was in
reality, a circumstance of great momentt and sig-
nificance. It was not a change of temperature alone
that he noticed, but a change in the heavens, the
air, the sea, and the magnetic current.}

In the first place, the needles of the compass,
instead of north-easting, north-wested at this
line; and that remarkable phenomenon occurred
just upon the passage of the line, as if, Columbus

says, one passed a hill.§

Then the sea there was

full of sea-weed like small pine-branches, laden

with a fruit| similar to pistachio nuts.

More-

* The inhabitants of Santiago,
one of the Cape Verde islands,
told Columbus “ que el Rey Don
Jua..n tenia gran inclinacion de
enviar 4 descubrir al Sudoeste; y
que se habian hallado Canoas que
sgha.n de la Costa de Guinea que
Navegaban al Oeste con merca-
derfas.”—T,g Casas, Hist. de
las Indihas, MS,, lib. 1, cap. 130.
no:nlt is the opinion of Huu-
- c:i %s meuthn‘ed before, that
e 3 rated @mion made by
ot nder the Sixth between the

astillian anq Portuguese mo-
?oar:l}:s was adopted in reference
; ese phenomena which Co-
umbus had noticed ; and, if the

line of no variation were a “ con-
stant,” no better marine boundary
could well be suggested.

1 “Cuando yo navegué de
Espafia & las Indias fallo luego
en pasando cien leguas & Poniente
de los Azores grandisimo muda-
miento en el cielo 6 en las estre-
llas, y en la temperancia del aire,
y en las aguas de la mar.”—
Tercer Viage de Colon.—Nav.,
Col., tom. 1, p. 254.

§ “Como quien traspone una
cuesta.”

|| “I1 prend des appendices
globuleux et pétiolés pour le
fruit  du  varee.” —HumsoLpT,
Ecamen Critique, vol. 3, p. 06, 1.

Ch. 4.

Phenomena
100 leagues
west of
Azores.
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Boox IX. over, on passing this imaginary line, the Admiral

Ch. 4.

Columbusg
accounts
for the
change of
tempera-
ture.

had invariably found that the temperature be-
came agreeable, and the sea calm. Accordingly,
in the course of this voyage, when they were
suffering from that great heat which has been
mentioned, he determined to take a westerly
course, which led, as we have seen, to his dis-
covering the beautiful land of Paria.*

Now Columbus was one of those men of
divining minds, who must have general theories
on which to thread their observations; and, as
few persons have so just a claim to theorize as
those who have added largely to the number of
ascertained facts (a permission which they gene-
rally make abundant use of), so Columbus may
well be listened to, when propounding his ex-
planation of the wonderful change in sea, air,
sky, and magnetic current, which he discerned
at this distance of a hundred leagues from the
Azores.

His theory was, that the earth was not
a perfect sphere, but pear-shaped; and he
thought that, as he proceeded westwards in this
voyage, the sea went gradually rising, and his
ships rising too, until they came nearer to the
heavens.t It is very possible that this theory

* Las Casas, who had other
authentic information about this
voyage besides the manuscripts
of Columbus, says, that the
Admiral intended to have gone
southwards, after he had taken
a westerly course, on quitting
the place where he was becalmed.
Had he done so, which the state

of his ships would not permit, he
might have been the discoverer
of Brazil,

t “Juzgaba que la mar iba
subiendo y los navios alzindose
hicia el cielo suavemente,”—TLas
Casas, Hist. de las Indias, MS,,
lib. 1, cap. 140,
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had been long in his mind, or, at any rate, that Boox IX.
he held it before he reached the coast of Paria. Ch 4
‘When there, new facts struck his mind, and were
combined with his theory. He found the tem-
perature much more moderate than might have
been expected so near the equinoxial line, far more
moderate than on the opposite coast of Africa.
In the evenings, indeed, it was necessary for him
to wear an outer garment of fur. Then, the
natives were lighter coloured, more astute, and
braver than those of the islands. Their hair,*
too, was different.

Then, again, he meditated upon the immense
volume of fresh waters which descended into the
Gulf of Paria. And, in fine, the conclusion which
his pious mind came to, was, that when he
reached the land which he called the island of Believes
Gracia, he was at the base of the earthly Para- ‘;‘;*;,ij;fd‘,';i‘
dise. He also, upon reflection, concluded that it 5. Y
was a continent which he had discovered, the
same continent of the east which he had always
been in search of; and that the waters, which we
now know to be a branch of the river Orinoco,
formed one of the four great rivers which de-
scended from the garden of Paradise.

Very different were the conjectures of the
pilots.  Some said that they were in the Sea of
Spain ; others, in that of Scotland, and, being in
despair about their whereabouts, they concluded
that they had been under the guidance of the

* “Los cabellos lar

11 2 : 111a.”
—Las Casas, gos y llanos cortados 4 la guisa de Castilla

lib. 1, cap. 132,
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Devil.* The Admiral, however, was not a man
to be much influenced by the sayings of the un-
thoughtful and the unlearned. He fortified
himself by references to St. Isidro, Beda, Strabo,
St. Ambrose, and Duns Scotus, and held stoutly
to the conclusion that he had discovered the site
of the earthly Paradise. It is said, that he ex-
claimed to his men, that they were in the richest
country in the world.+

Columbus did not forget to claim, with all
due formalities, the possession of this approach
to Paradise, for his employers, the Catholic Sove-
reigns. Accordingly, when at Paria, he had
landed and taken possession of the coast in their
names, erecting a great cross upon the shore,
which, he tells Ferdinand and Isabella, he was in
the habit of doing at every headland,} the reli-
gious aspect of the Conquest being one which
always had great influence with the Admiral, as
he believed it to have with the Catholic Monarchs.
In communicating this discovery, he reminds
them how they bade him go on with the enter-
prize, if he should discover only stones and rocks,

* « Tstando cerca de PAria, el
Almirante demandé & los pilotos
el punto del viage que llevaban,
é unos decian que estaban en la
mar de Espafia, é otros en la mar
de Escocia, é que todos los mari-
neros venian desesperados, ¢ de-
cian que el diablo los habia
traido con el Almirante.”"—F!
pleito por el fiscal del REY contra
el ALMIRANTE.—Nav.,, Col., tom.

3, p- 583

t “Digo os que estais en la
mas rica tierra que hay en el
mundo, y sean dadas & Dios
muchas gracias por ello,”—
Oviepo, Hist. Gen. 4 Nat. de
Indias, lib. 19, cap. 1.

1 “En todo cabo mando plan-
tar una alta cruz.”— 7%epcer Vi iage
de Colon—~Nav., Col, tom. I,
p- 262,
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and had told him that they counted the cost for Boox Ix.
nothing, considering that the Faith would be in- Ch. 4.
creased, and their dominions widened.*

It was, however, no poor discovery of mere
“rocks and stones” which the Admiral had now g,miue

made. It will be interesting to see his first im- i e
pressions of the men and the scenery of this con- of the

. 8 ) continent.
tinent which he had now, unconsciously, for the

first time, discovered. He says, “I found some
lands, the most beautifult in the world, and VOry foaye
populous.” The lands in the island of Trinidad of Paria.
he had previously compared to Valencia, in Spain,
during the month of March. It is also notice-
able that he had observed that the fields were
cultivated.{ ~ Of the people, he says, “They are
all of good stature, well made, and of very grace-
ful bearing, with much and smooth hair;” and
he mentions that on their heads they wore the

beautiful Arab head-dress (called keffeh), made of

Beauty of

» “ Vuestras Altezas me re-
spondi6 con aquel corazon que se
sabe en todo el mundo que
tienen, y me dijo que no curase

€ nada de eso, porque su vo-
Inatad era de proseguir esta em-
pl‘::: J sostenerla, aunque no
8110 piedras y pefias, y quel
El:afﬂ que en elly sephwcia f]u% lo
nc:n:a :;n nada, que en otras cosas
e grandes gastaban mucho
o vblia 9ue lo tenian todo por
s Y blen gastado 1o de] pasado y
que 8¢ gastase en adelante,
Porque creian que nuestra santa fé
Serla acrecentada Y su Real Se-

fiorfo ensanchado.”—CoLuMBUs
¢ Los REYEs.—Nav., Ool., tom.
I, p. 963

+ This is confirmed by Brxs-
zoN1. “ Ceterum, meo judicio,
totus ille tractus, et ingenti illi
sinui Pariensi adjacens regio qui
meridiem spectat, omnium quot-
quot adii Indige terrarum amanis-
sima est et feracissima.”— Hist.
Nov. Orbis, lib. 1, cap. 3.

I “Llegué & un lugar donde
me parecian las tierras labradas.”
—Tercer Viage de Colon.—NAav.,
Col., tom, 1, p. 250.



112 Third Voyage of Columbus.

Boox IX. worked and coloured handkerchiefs, which ap-

Ch. 4.

Better
kind of
voyagers
give
favourable
accounts
of the
natives.

Columbus

silent about

the pearls.

peared in the distance as if they were silken.*

The description given by Columbus of the
natives whom he encounters in his voyages 1s
almost always favourable. Tndeed, the descrip-
tion of any man or thing depends as much on the
person describing, as on the thing or person
described.  Those little differences in look or
dress, which excite the ready mockery of the
untravelled rustic, appear very slight indeed to
the man who, like Columbus or Las Casas, has
seen many lands, and travelled over many minds.
The rude Spanish common soldier perceived a far
greater difference between himself and the Indian,
than did the most accomplished man who visited
the Indies, when he made to himself a similar
comparison. Occasionally, in a narrow nature,
however cultivated,t the commonest prejudices
hold their ground; but, in general, knowledge
sees behind and beyond disgust, and suffices to
conquer it.

Columbus, however, found the men, the
country, and the products, equally admirable. It
is somewhat curious that he does not mention his
discovery of pearls to the (atholic Monarchs, and
he afterwards makes a poor excuse for this. The
real reason I conjecture to have been a wish to

# « Esta gente, como ya dije, | lejos de seda y almaizares.’'—
gon todos de muy linda estatura, | Tercer Viage de Colon.— Nav.,
altos de cuerpos, é de muy lindos Col., tom. 1, p. 252.
gestos, los cabellos muy largos é| + As, perhaps, in that of the
llanos, y traen las cabezas atadas | historian Oviepo, when speaking
con unos paiiuelos labrados, como of the Indians whom he had
ya dije, hermosos, que parecen de | lived amongst.
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preserve this knowledge to himself, that the Boox IX.
fruits of this enterprize might not be prematurely Ch- 4
snatched from him. His shipmates, however,
were sure to disperse the intelligence; and the
gains to be made on the Pearl Coast were, pro-
bably, the most tempting bait for future navi-
gators to follow in the track of Columbus, and
complete the discovery of the earthly Paradise.
Of the delights of this paradise Columbus
himself was to have but a slight and mocking
foretaste. He had been constantly ill during the
voyage, suffering from the gout and from an
inflammation in his eyes which rendered him
almost blind. His new colony in Hispaniola
demanded his attention, and must often have
been the cause of anxious thought to him; and
the grave but glowing enthusiast made his way %ﬂ;ﬁ;ﬂa
to St. Domingo, and afterwards returned to Spain, ;
to be vexed henceforth by those mean miseries
and small disputes which afflicted him for the
remainder of his days—miseries the more galling,
as they were so disproportionately small in com-
parison with the greatness of such a man, and

with the aims and hopes which they effectually
hindered,

g It was in December of the same year, 1498,

that the intelligence of the Admiral’s new dis-
c?vel.ky reached Spain, and that his own enthu-
S1astic ideas and vivid descriptions of the country ypier
he had discovered helped to give an impetus to g™
m.amtlme enterprize in that direction, which was in the New

e : %
€ Ijurious to his own fortunes, to the well-
VOL. 11, 1
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being of the inhabitants of those regions of

Ch-4. delight, and to the adoption of anything like a

Ojeda’s
expedition
along the
Pearl Coasts

sound system of colonization on the part of Spain.
There never was an occasion on which it was
more manifest that what is called the * progress
of events” was too rapid for the intelligence of
men to deal wisely with it, than in these disco-
veries in America and the West Indies. If the
voyages, which were made in four-and-twenty
years, could have been extended over a century,
it would, to all appearance, have been a singular
gain for the whole human family, and not the
least for the inhabitants of Africa, who, though
not partaking at all in the present struggle,
were to pay the largest part of the penalty of
defeat.

We might as well, however, expect a child to
appreciate danger as that men should see they
are going beyond their strength; and, accord-
ingly, it was but natural that the Admiral’s
enterprize should speedily be followed up by
gimilar undertakings, however inadequate or un-
fitted these might be for the vast opportunity of
peaceful colonization which now presented itself
to the Spanish Monarchs.

Alonso de Ojeda, who enjoyed the powerful
patronage of Bishop Fonseca, was the next per-
son to traverse the Pearl Coast, but, alas! how
different were his objects, and his modes of accom-
plishing them, from those of the great explorer
who preceded him, and who bitterly resented the
invasion of his privileges which these minor
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voyages occasioned. The most noted companions Boox IX.
of Ojeda were, a very celebrated pilot of that time, Ch. 4.

called Juan de la Cosa, and Amerigo Vespucci.
Amongst the mariners, there were some who had
accompanied Columbus in his third voyage.

Ojeda commenced this voyage on the 18th or 44,
2oth of May, in the year 1499, and it embraced the starts,
4 . 3 c L&Y,

whole of the coast from Surinam, in what is now 1499.

called Dutch Guyana, to Cape de la Vela. There

OJEDA’S
1 FIRST VOYAGE.
o $$’o

i:S but one thing worthy of note for our purposes
n this voyage, and that is, that at Chichiribichi
they had a skirmish with the Indians, in which
they lost one man, and had twenty others
Wounded. Tn the old maps that spot is called
:illz ArrOWy Port, (el puerto flechado), and the feud
]onre may be con.sidered as the beginning of the
andgtland de.sola,tlng wars between the Spaniards
1€ natives on the northern coast of South
fric—wars which for stupid barbarity will
12
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Book IX. ever rank highest amongst the most barbarous

Ch. 4.

His voyage
a deplor-
able one.

follies of the world.

Indeed, this voyage of Ojeda’s is every way

deplorable.

It served to mislead the world at

the time, and to give America a name which has
ever been felt to imply a great injustice: it has
caused great trouble to future critics and histo-
rians, who have been at great pains to set right
the confused and fallacious (I cannot say false),*

narrative of Amerigo Vespucei.

Its 1ll success,

far from leading the Spanish court to distrust
Ojeda, seems to have made him an object of pity,
and to have led to his being employed in those

#* On  this subject there is
an astonishing discussion, oecu-
pying the fourth volume of Hum-
BoLpT's Hramen Critique, and
without having read which, no
writer ought to apply an epithet
to the name of Amerigo Ves-
pucci. The author of the Era-
men shows the same power of
observation and combination in
grappling with the boundless
details of this obscure matter, as
in dealing with natural pheno-
mena. History, bibliography,
geography, and even astronomy,
enter into this remarkable dis-
cussion, The result, as ex-
pressed in Humsorpr's own
words, is, “Tout me semble
indiquer que de maladroits
rédacteurs ont publié, & 1'insu
du cosmographe florentin, ce que
nous possédons de lui.” (FEra-
men Critique, vol. 4, p. 283.)
But he also intimates, through-
out the discussion, the necessity
there is for great reserve in pro-

nouncing at all upon this diffi-
cult matter.

The principal cause of the
prevalence of the name America,
was the publication, in the year
1507, at the small town of St.
Dié in the Vosges, of a work
called  Cosmographie  Intro-
ductio cum quibusdam Geome-
trice ac Astronomie principits
ad eam rvem necessariis. Insuper
Quatuor  Americi  Vespueti
navigationes. The author of this
work took the name of Hyua-
comyYLus. His real name was
Martin Waldseemiiller.

From the obscure little town
of St. Dié the work would easily
spread itself, as Humporor well
remarks, into Belgium, France,
and Germany; and, indeed, it
would be difficult to name any
town lyingmuch more centrally to
all that was civilized in that age.

The word Amerigo is the same
as Amalvich,—* celui qui endure
des labeurs.”
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memorable expeditions which ended in the de- Boox IX.
struction of himself and Nicuesa, as well as of Ch 4
the important provinces which they were sent to
govern. It seems as if even the trifling inci-

dents in this voyage were to lead to historical
confusion. A statement has been made, that said to
Ojeda encountered some English not far from i:"ﬁnﬁ‘ﬁﬁh
Venezuela, and this has naturally been made the ¥
subject of comment. But, on investigation, it
appears that there is no ground that can be relied

upon for this statement.* The only benefit that

has acerued to the world from this expeditionisa,
remarkable map made by the pilot Juan de la it
Cosa, in the year 1500t—a small offset against ¥
the many mischiefs which ensued from this
disastrous voyage,—disastrous, as I believe, from

the inferior character of one or two of the prin-

cipal persons engaged in it.

Ojeda’s expedition produced very little im-
Pression on the public mind in Spain, on account e
of a voyage which commenced a few days after Cristobal

i8, but terminated two months sooner, and E;;f;ﬁ?on,
Vt.fhich also was a much more memorable expedi-
t1.011- This was undertaken by another celebrated
Pilot, called Per Alonso Nifio, an old companion
of Columbus, of whose daring and experience all
these marinepg now made use, “presuming to

take in their hands the thread which the Admiral

* 8
Bmm?-sﬂ;;f:hmwd remarks in|  § This map was first published

Calot, 5 3°7moi?- Q{hSebastmn' by HumsoLor, Evamen Critigue,
. a ~in irt o
which I entirely ag'rae,e spirit of | vol. 5.
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Boox IX. had shown them.”* Per Alonso Nifio was a poor
Ch-4. man, and on that account was obliged to take into
partnership a merchant of the name of Luis Guerra,
who insisted upon the command of the expedition
being entrusted to a brother of his, named Cris-
tébal Guerra. His force consisted of but one
small caravel of fifty tons, manned by thirty-three
men; and the fewness of their numbers proved, I
have no doubt, a considerable aid to their success.
The rights of the great Admiral were so far
respected by the Spanish anthorities, that, in their
instructions to Alonso Nifo, they gave orders
that he should not land within fifty leagues of
the country which the Admiral had discovered.
Cristébal Guerra and Alonso Nifio arrived at
the coast of Paria fifteen days after Ojeda had
They . touched at the same coast, and continued to
Pais.  pursue the same route as Ojeda had done, and the
Admiral before him. On making their way out of
the * Boca del Drago,” they encountered eighteen
canoes, full of Caribs, who did not hesitate to
attack them, but whom they succeeded in putting
to flight by discharges of artillery. One canoe,
with one Carib in it, they captured, and in this
they found a captive Indian, bound, who made
known to them by signs, what had been the fate
of six others, his companions, namely, that they
had been devoured by the Caribs.t He also

# «(Que presumieron de se | that the fact of the Caribs being
atrever 4 tomar el hilo en la‘ eaters of men was not an inven-
mano, que el Almirante los habia | tion of the Spaniards to serve
mostrado.”—Lias Casas, Hist. de | their own purposes, which, as it
las Indias, MS., lib. 1, cap, 171. | afterwards proved very conveni-

+ I mention this fact to show | ent to them; might be suspected.
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showed them how these Caribs came to this Boox IX.
coast, bringing with them houses in separate ©M+
planks, which they put together to protect them-

selves at night, and whence they sallied forth to

make their ferocious incursions along the coast

of Cumang.*

THE
PEARL COAST.

_From the Boca del Drago the expedition
sadled on westward until they came to Margarita, ﬁfﬂ;&?w,

*
4 infe;[;g: cuales, afiadid, venian | que traian consigo, y de allf salir
Préecancion Bﬁ:itas t'll’-l‘l'ifa con la|f sus fechorias.”—Tercer Viage
noche ey un°r encastillarse de| de Colon—Nav., Col., tom. 3,

ecinto de estacas P 13,
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Book IX. where they landed, being the first Spaniards who

Ch, 4.

Their
stay at
Mochima.

had ever touched at that island. There they
procured some pearls in exchange for Spanish
goods, if by such a name as “goods” we can
dignify the pins, needles, glass beads, little bells,
and hatchets, which were the customary mer-
chandize for traffic with the new-found Indians.

From thence they passed on to the coast of
Curiand, which embraces the province of Cuman4,*
and that of Maracapina.

The expedition now entered a port which
they compared to Cadiz.t This port is conjec-
tured to have been that of Mochima or Manera,
It would be very difficult to determine now what
port it really was, but there is no doubt that it
was on the Pearl Coast, from reasons which will
shortly be manifest.

In and near this port the expedition tarried
for no less than three months; and, accordingly,
we have a brief, but still a most valuable, descrip-
tion of the natives, which will really serve to
extend our knowledge of the aborigines of that
part of the continent.

Cristébal Guerra and Alonso Nifio were re-
ceived most amicably. At the spot where they
landed there were only seven or eight cottages, but
about fifty naked men with an Indian Cacique came

* Great mistakes have oc- who has given a very carefully-
curred in the early historians, Las considered account of this im-
Casasand Perer MARTYR, from portant voyage.—~ Coleceion, tom.
confounding this Curiand with 3P 13
another district of the same name | + “ Gaditano portui  simili-
in the vicinity of Coro, near mum,"—Pgrgg Mirryr, De
Venezuela.— 8ee  NAVARRETE, Orbe Novo, dec, 1,
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down to the shore, and begged Alonso Nifio, with Boox rx.
all signs of cordiality (Nignum amicé amplectentes), Ch. 4.
that he would come on to their pueblo, which was
situated a league further westward. An im-
mediate exchange of property was made between
the Christians and the Indians; bells and beads
being readily bartered for the strings of pearls s
which the Indians had on their arms and necks, Peris
In an hour, fifteen ounces weight of pearls were
exchanged for trifles which cost in Spain two
hundred maravedis*—one of the most profitable
transactions that was ever entered into by any
company of merchants.+

The next day the expedition weighed anchor
and moved onwards to the friendly puebio, from
whence the embassage had come to entreat their
landing. Naturally, the whole population moved
down to the water-side to see the strange men
and still stranger ship. The Tndians invited the
Spaniards to land; but when these latter saw g
great multitude of people, and reflected that they
were but thirty-three in number, and that
tl'eachery was not a thing unknown even in
Christian countries, they did not venture to trust
themselves i ¢he power of their new friends, but
mVi_ted them to come on board the vessel. The -
Indiang djq not hesitate in the least to do this,
but Manning thejy canoes, came at once on board

hluijuivalent to about ome Jes dieron por ellas, obra de
t ungnd twopence, |dos cientos maravedises.”—Ias

Saron golag aquellas que ‘ Casss, Hist. de las Indias,
er:l'obra de ung, fopg les dieron, | M8, 1ib. 1, cap. 17 1.
Aince  ongag, valdria lo que
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Boox IX. without any signs of fear, bringing with them
Ch. 4 what pearls they had to offer in exchange for the

Civiliza-
tion on
the Pearl
Coast,

glittering trifles from Castille. Reassured by the
gentleness and simplicity of the Indians, the
Spaniards had no further doubts about landing,
and when they did land, they met with the most
gracious reception, as if it were a meeting of
parents and children, instead of one between
persons who (if they could claim kindred at all),
must carry up the genealogy for thousands of
years. The houses were built of wood, being
thatched with palm-leaves. Every kind of food
was abundant,—fish, flesh, fowls, and bread made
of the Indian corn. The game which the Span-
iards saw convinced them that they were upon a
continent, for nothing of the kind had been seen
in the islands.* This country was evidently
more civilized in some respects than the islands
which had hitherto been discovered, for markets
and fairs were established, to which the inha-
bitants of each pueblo brought what they had to
sell. Amongst other articles which the Spaniards
observed, and which were probably offered to
themselves for sale, were jars, pitchers, dishes,
porringers, and other vessels of various forms.t
These things, which we would now give so much
for, as significant of the state of artin that nation

% « D ver Ciervos 6 Venados| + * Trayan Tinajas, Céntaros,
y Conejos, que fuese tierra firme | Ollas, platos y escudillas, y otros
aquella por clerto creyan ; como | vasos de diversas formas para su
aquellos animales no se oviesen | servicio, & vender,”—Las Casas,
visto hasta entonces en las Islas.” } IHist. de las Indias, lib. 1, cap.
— Tas Casas, Hist. de las In-| 171,
dias, MS., lib. 1, cap. 171,
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and as affording some clue to their origin, were Boox IX.
valueless in the eyes of the Spaniards; but b 4-
amongst the other articles for sale were some
objects which attracted the immediate attention of

all the mariners. Such were ornaments of gold, o
made in the form of little birds, frogs, and other solden
figures, very well wrought. These attractive
ornaments, however, were not parted with in the

same facile manner that the pearls had been; and,

in general, it was remarked that in matters of
bargain these Indians haggled in the same manner

as, according to Prrer MartyR, women in the Old
World are wont to do.* Of the women in these

parts it is mentioned, that they were chiefly
employed in domestic affairs and agriculture,

while the men were engaged in war, in hunting,

and in their solemn dances. Domestict animals

were kept and tended by the women in the same Domestic
way as by the women in Spain. One very
ludierous thing occurred in the bartering between

the Spaniards and these Indians. Part of the
Spanish cargo consisted of the humble, but—in the

Old World—useful articles called pins and needles.

The drapery, however, of these Indians being of

the scantiest deseription, and being, for the most

Part, omitted altogether, the precise use to them

of these pins and needles was not very obvious.

* o« :
replim:;gjld“ aliter inter eos | bus implicant.”—PerEr Maig-

agebatur in g:::’“d“s diﬁ'er:ando TYR, De Orbe Novo, dec. L
qUAI. nogtratilyg Permutatione, '+ * Anseres anatesque in do-
eribus, cum S e:vccld}t I‘nul}- m1b1_:s feeminge, sicuti nostrates,
W institori- | nutriunt."—Perer Marryn, De
Orbe Novo, dec. I.
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The Spaniards replied very craftily to enquiries
upon this head, that the use of these pins and
needles was to get out thorns from the flesh, and,
as prickly plants abounded on that coast, more,
perhaps, than anywhere in the world, the tide of
commerce turned directly, and pins and needles
were in the highest demand.

The golden ornaments, before mentioned,
were significant of a much more extended com-
merce than a merely local one. They were at a
high price, because they came from a country
which was six days distant from Curiand. It was
thus that these Indians reckoned distances, and in
this way that they answered when asked by the
Spaniards, anxiously, though with seeming care-
lessness, where that “ yellow dirt” came from? On
being further asked the name of the place, they
said that it was called Cauchieto, and, according
to this reckoning of six days, it would be forty-
two leagues off,—an Indian travelling generally
about seven leagues a day.

To Cauchieto, then, Alonso Nifio and Cristobal
Gruerra directed the course of their vessel, taking
leave of their friends at Curiand, from whom they
had met with nothing but kindness and hospita-
lity.* Nor at Cauchieto did the Spanish mariners
fail to experience the like good offices at the hands
of the natives, who received them as if they had
been their brothers. The only distrust which
these Indians manifested of the Spaniards was in

% ¢ Mites, simplices, innocentes, et hospitales esse, viginti diernm
commercio cognoverunt.”—PETER MaRTYR, De Orbe Nove, dec. 1.
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the care with which they kept their wives and Boox Ix.
daughters out of sight of the strangers; but they Ch. 4.
themselves shortly became so familiar with the
Spaniards, that they were in and out of the ship,
at all hours of the day and night.* Here pearls
were dear, and gold was cheap; but it did not
turn out to be of fine quality, or in great
abundance.

The expedition proceeded onwards, anchoring
in the various ports and bays which there are on
that coast, until it came to a very beautiful spot
Dear a river, where there were not only houses,
but places of fortification. There were also gar- portifiea-
dens of such beauty that one of the voyagers, tions nd
afterwards giving evidence in a lawsuit connected gardens.
with the proceedings on that coast, declared that
he had never seen a more delicious spot. The
Indians here, however, were not friendly, and
appeared in a body of one or two thousand men,
armed with clubs, and bows and arrows, ready
to oppose any landing of the Spaniards. This is
Supposed, and with some reason, to have been
Chichiribichi,, where Alonso de Ojeda had already
had a skirmish with the Indians, and, therefore,
had prepared them for giving an ill reception to
any of his countrymen who should come that way.

il Important it is that the first communications
With the natives of newly discovered lands should
e friendly, Thig unexpected demeanour of the

‘__—'_‘_-—-——-.___

* ¢ El a
I dia y 1a noche nunca cesavan de venir unos y ir otros,
entrar ungg

¥ salir otros, con grande alegria seguridad y revocijo.”
R g ; ) ) ) ¥ regocijo.
Las Casas, Hist. ge 14, Indias, M8, lib, Ircap. 171,
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natives was considered very strange, but will not
be thought so by any one who knows the career
of Ojeda, a man totally and absolutely unfit for
that nice diplomacy clothed in a frank and fearless
bearing, which is more needful in dealing with
half-civilized men than with the most refined
courts of ancient countries.

The Spaniards then returned to their friends at
Curiand, where they found a new supply of pearls
ready for them, of the finest quality, and of the
largest size, many of them being as big as filberts,
though very badly strung, as the Indians had no
good instruments to work with, being deficient in
iron. The Spaniards and Indians parted good
friends, each thinking that they had made very
good bargains. The pearls weighed an hundred
and fifty marks,* and had cost about ten or
twelve ducats.

This expedition quitted that coast in February,
1500, and, after a difficult passage of sixty-one
days, reached Bayona, in Galicia, the mariners
being laden with pearls as if they were carrying
bundles of straw.t It cannot be doubted but that
the news of this remarkable voyage must have
spread quickly all over Spain and Hispaniola, and
have determined the immediate occupation of the
whole of the Pearl Coast. Cubagua was found to
be the natural seat of the pearl fishery; and that

# (Oviepo estimates the pearls at fifty marks, and says that they
were good, but small, not one of them weighing as much as five
carats (¢inco quilates)—Hist. Gen.y Nat., lib. 1, cap. 1.

+ “Accedunt tandem nautm unionibus, uti paleis, onusti.”—
Perer Magryr, De Orbe Novo, dec. I.
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little island, which had never been inhabited by the Boox IX
Indians on account of its sterility, and the entire Ch. 4.
absence of any fresh water, was occupied by the New cadiz
Spaniards, and a town built there, to which the {;’:gfgfn{“
name of New Cadiz was given. Such was the
pressure of commercial transactions, that an old

writer likens the bustle and movement in the town

to the play of fire amidst dry branches,* and

gives a list of the sumptuous houses that were

built there.t

* % Con tal hervor y tal desasosiego
Cuanto por secas ramas vivo fuego.”
—JUaN vr OastrLnnanos, Blegias de Varones Tlustres
de Indias, primera parte, elegia 13, canto 1,

T “Fué la de Barrionuevo la primera,
Un escudero natural de Soria,
Fué luego la de Joan de la Barrera,
Cuyo valor es digno de memoria ;
Y luego la de Pedro de Herrera
De quien pudiera yo tejer historia,
Y la de Castellanos, tesorero,
Que fué de los mejores el primero,”
—CastELLANOS, Elegias, prim. part., elegfa 13, canto 1.
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CHAPTER V.

SOME ACCOUNT OF THE RELIGIONS OF THE NEW
WORLD—AN IMAGINARY VOYAGE.

HE expedition of Alonso Nifio and Cristébal

Guerra, which was narrated in the preceding
chapter, is important, not only as giving us an
insight into the primitive ways and manners of
the Indians of the Pearl Coast, but also because it
clearly shows how well they might have been
managed by means of purely commercial expedi-
tions. This enterprize was so completely mer-
cantile, that we learn from it nothing but what
an observant merchant would have told us, who
did not go beyond his trade. Not a word 1s
said of the laws, the social customs, or the
religion, of the Indians on the Pearl Coast. But,
fortunately, from other sources we are able to
ascertain what was their religion, which indeed
may chiefly be deseribed by negatives. Columbus
testifies that they had none.* Amerigo Ves-
pucci says (and T am convinced that his words
relate to what took place in Ojeda’s first expe-

* « Tl Almirante dice que no se les conocia secta alguna.”—
Nav., Col., tom. 3, p. 211, note.
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dition*® to the Pearl Coast), that they did not Boox IX.
perceive any sacrifices, nor any places of worship; Ch. 5.
and he likens the life and tenets of the Indians Refigion on
he saw to those of the ancient Epicureans.t g ™"
Another authority of later date, but of much
larger experience and cognizance of this particular
subject, describes the religion of the inhabitants
of the whole of the Pearl Coast as being of the
least formal and established character. {

I do not know that an attempt which 1 have
made to bring into one view the religions of the
various nations and tribes discovered by the
Spaniards and Portuguese ean he more fitly intro-
duced at any juncture in this history than the
present.  The leading idea of Las Casas was
eminently religious: it will be well, therefore,
to form some general notion of what he and
others had to contend against, or to act with, in
the religious creeds and observances of the natives
of America. The great difficulty in historical
writing is to present anything which shall contain
a great many facts, and yet be possible to be
remembered ; and it is not beneath the writers, or
the readers, to avail themselves of any mode of

. * Bee the minute comparison  Pespucio—Nav., Col., tom, 3,
i the Eramen Critique, vol. 4, | p- 211.
between the facts of Vespucei’s | 1 “ Ningun Idolo, ni Templo
first Voyage and what we know, | se ha visto, ni se cree tener, ni
from f:uthenf.ic sources,of Ojeda’s. | aver tenido todas aquellas Gentes,
t Etenim non persensimus | solamente tienen Sacerdotes que
q“gg slacnﬁcm ll‘ﬂa._ faciant aut | los doctrinan, en la doctrina de
2{? Ec‘;] orationisve  domos | Satands, ensefiados por este malo,
1quas habeant,  Horum vitan, | ¥ capital enemigo.” —TorQUE-
qua omnino voluptuosa est, Epi- | Mava, Monarquia Indiana, lib.
cuream - existimo.”— Viages e | 6, cap. 33.

YOL. II. X
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classifying and arranging facts, which does not
falsify them or place them in unreal positions.

Vessels have often been sent out, at least
in our own times, for some particular object,
other than the usual ones of conquest or of com-
merce; and if we may imagine a vessel to have
been sent out by the pious Monarch of Spain for
the purpose of investigating the religious rites
and opinions of the various nations in the New
World, it would have been very curious and
instructive to read the account of the voyage given
in the log book, and to study the report, brought
home by the captain, of the religious aspect of
the various coasts. Itis supposed that there were
voyages of which no record was kept in the
books at Cadiz, or at Seville, (viages incdynitos
they are called); and some such voyage we will
imagine, whether made by official command, or
by the secret enterprize of private individuals.
Tt shall be in the “Santa Flor,” a vessel carry-
ing two hundred men, and having on board some
of the companions of Columbus, Ojeda, Pinzon,
and Vespuccl. I do not like to be too precise
about the date (dates are very dangerous things
for a fietitious narrative), but it shall have started
some time after the occupation of Cuba, and
before the conquest of Mexico.

Years have passed by since the time of those
voyages of Columbus, Ojeda, Cristébal Guerra, and
Alonso Nifio, commemorated in the preceding
chapter. The early discoverers are reaping their
rewards of poverty and neglect. Cortes is a
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young man deep in debt and in intrigue. Pizarro Boox IX.
—nobody thinking much of him—is doing the ©Ch-5.
work of a second-rate soldier, in a stern, creditable How some
manner. Las Casas 1s on some of his journeys,ﬁ{,&f e
or fighting his way at court; and, if at court, heis f it
writing memorials all the morning, besieging occupied.
audience-rooms in the afternoon, and dignifying
the life of an applicant by the entire unselfishness
of his objects. Pedro de Cordova, Antonio Mon-
tesino, and other monks are praying, and preach-
ing, and doing all that in them lies, to keep the
name of Christ before the Spaniards, and to in-
troduce it, with some hope of its being received, to
the notice of the Indians in Hispaniola and on
the Pearl Coast.

In the Old World things are proceeding much
as usual. Princes are warring or intriguing for g, ¢
possessions, which they will not know how to ad- things in
minister when they have gained them, and which World.
will be an addition to their titles and a diminu-
tion of their strength. Nowhere is the discovery
of the New World thought much of, except,
perhaps, by a few learned men, who, it may be
observed in all ages, appreciate the great changes
of the world more readily than most of those
persons who are considered eminently practical,
and are versed in affairs. But the learned have
practised their imagination, and are accustomed
to look a long way off. Besides, on the other hand,
We must not suppose that the discovery of the
New World presented the same appearance to the
St'r}tfj’smen of that day that it does to us. The
original and guiding error of Columbus continued

K 2
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Boox IX. for a long time to beset them. In the books, or

Ch. 5 yather little pamphlets,* which were published
at that time, the new lands did not always gain
the great name of New World (which, T suppose,
they owe to Peter Martyr); and certainly with
princes and statesmen, these great discoveries
were often but a way to the Spice Islands, and the
land discovered but the westernmost part of
Asia—a country they already knew sufficiently
about.

Then, again, there was that invariable cause
for men’s indifference to great things, which has
been alluded to before, namely, the presence close
to their eyes, of the petty and personal affairs
of their own place and time, which leaves but a
small residue of attention applicable to anything
that does not press to be thought about, or done,
immediately.

It is not surprizing, therefore, especially when
the peculiarly troubled state of Europe at that
period is taken into consideration, that the dis-
covery of the New World did not at once absorb
all that attention which its importance demanded.
How much it did obtain—how much more, I
imagine, than has hitherto been supposed—has
been seen, and will continue to be shown, in
these pages.

Accordingly, the “ Santa Flor” not being fitted
to receive slaves, nor intended to bring back gold

# See such titles as Von den Newen Insulen und landen so
yetz kiirtzlichen erfunden seynd durch den kunigh von Portigal.
Leipsik, 1500.
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and pearls, may have glided out very quietly Boox IX.
from San Lucar, the rest of the population being Ch. 5.
intent upon their own business, and talking, when gy,
they had spare time, of the designs of France, or goii's .
the schemes of Venice, or of that sure ally and from San
sound theologian, the King of England.

The mariners of the “Santa Flor” would not
have departed without confessing, and receiving
the Sacrament. This done, they take their de-
parture; and without any difficulty (for they have
good charts on board, and, amongst other maps,
that of Juan de la Cosa) they steer straight for
Trinidad, and then round the south coast of that Amivs at
island, through the * Strait of the Serpent,” at
which point their investigations commence. Ap-
proaching Paria—the earthly Paradise of Co-
lumbus,—however careful a look-out was kept,
no idol and no temple would be seen. Here
they find anchorage.

By night, sweet odours,® varying with every
hourt of the watch, were wafted from the shore to
the vessel lying near; and the forest trees,
brought together by the serpent tracery of
myriads of strange parasitical plants, might
well seem to the fancy like some great design of
building, over which the lofty palms, a forest

) # “Parie littus tanth gra- | air, and other flowers alternately
tissimorum  odorum  suavitate | unfold their leaves to the night,
fragfat,_ ub  renascentis veris | and almost overpower the senses
P‘ﬂt!'la- Jure censeri possit.”— | with their perfume.”—Travels
CorNeLtvs  Wyrruier, De- | in Brazil in the Years 1817-
seriptionis  Ptolemaice Aug- | 1820. By, Dr. Jomx Barr.
mentum_: P I41. Vox Spix, and Dr. C. F. Purr,
; t “ Every quarter of an hour = Vox Martivs. Vol. 1, book 2,
different balsamic odours fll the | chap, 1.
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upon a forest,* appeared to present a new.order of Boox IX.
architecture, In the back-ground rose the mist, ©h-5-
like incense. These, however, were but the
evening fancies of the mariner, who had before
him fondly in his mind the wreathed pillars of
the cathedral of Burgos, or the thousand-co-
lumned Christian mosque of Cordova, or the
perfect fane of Seville; and when the moon rose,
or the innumerable swarms of luminous insects
swept across the picture, it was but a tangled
forest after all, wherein the shaping hand of man
had made no memorial to his Creator.
Occasionally, grand and elaborate dances of
men would be visible through the trees; but
whether these were meant to express joy, or
sorrow, or devotion, would be moot points with
the mariners. The voyage is recommenced.
They sail by the sandy shore of Araya, see the
lofty cocoa-nut trees that stand over Cumand,
pursue their way along that beautiful coast,
noticing the Piriti palm at Maracapina, then
traverse the difficult waters of the gloomy Golfo
Triste, pass the province of Venezuela, catch a

No
temples.

* «1f T might yield here to | palms shoot through the leafy

the charm of memory, I would
dwell on scenes deeply imprinted
on my own recollection—on the
calm of the tropic nights, when
the stars, not sparkling, as in
our climates, but shining with a
steady beam, shed on the gently
heaving ocean a mild and pla-
netary radiance;—or I would
recal those deep wooded valleys
of the Cordilleras, where the

roof formed by the thick foliage
of other trees, above which their
lofty and slender stems appear
in lengthened colonnades, ‘a
forest above a forest.” "—* This
expression is taken from a beau-
tiful description of tropical forest
scenery by Berxazpiy DE ST
PiegeE,in Paul and Virginia.”
—Humporpr's Hosmos, vol. 1,
p. 7, and note.
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Book IX. glimpse of the white summits of the mountains
above Santa Martha, continue on their course to
Darien, now memorable for the failure of so many
great enterprizes—and still no temple, no great
idol, no visible creed, no culfus.*

Accustomed to a land at home where every
height, seen dimly in the distance, might prove a
cathedral tower, a church spire, a pilgrims’ oratory,

Ch. 5.

No
worship,

* ¢ Dejada esta parte occi-
dental y septentrional de estas
Indias, y pasindonos & la otra
parte meridional donde cae la
costa que decimos de Pfiria y por
allf arriba y abajo cuasi por todas
aquellas partes, las gentes de
ellas tenian poco mas y poco
menos una manera de religion,
teniendo algunos Tdolos y Dioses
proprios ; pero en universal todos
pretendian haber uno comun de
todos, y este era el Sol; templo
empero ninguno.”’—Las Casas,
Hist. Apologética, MS., cap.
124.

The Historia Apologética
is another of the large works
written by the indefatigable
Las  Casas, which repose in
manuscript. It aims at giving
an ample account of the manners,
laws, and religion of the Tndians
in the New World. The lead-
ing idea of it, as appeared to
me from a cursory and partial
examination, is to repel all
attacks against the Indian races
by counter attacks upon other
races, especially those which are
celebrated in the world’s history.
If it must be admitted that the
Mexicans were guilty of bloody
and numerous sacrifices, stil]
what does not Trogus Pompeius

confess with respect to similar
practices amongst the early
Greeks and Romans? Such is
the course of argument, not
quite so briefly given, that Las
Casas adopts in this elaborate
work, which is enriched and
confused by abundant quotations.

The above is a line of rea-
soning, just in itself, and very
naturally adopted, in a pedantic
age, by a man whose greatest
enterprizes had often been hin-
dered, or cut short, by the shame-
ful and unjust prejudices, enter-
tained on the part of the learned,
against that unfortunate race
whose cause he was advocating.

He is oceasionally led by his
advocacy into making rather
rude remarks about modern na-
tions, as may be seen from thefol-
lowing passage :—* Comprehén-
dense tambien dentro de la se-
gunda (especie de bfirbaros) por
tres qualidades, la una en quanto
carecian de letras, ¢ de literal
loqucion, como los Ingleses,”—
Hist. Apol., Epilogo.

The copy of the dpologética
which I have consulted is to be

| found in the splendid collection

of MSS, of 8ir Thomas Phillipps,
Bart., of Middle Hill, to whose
courtesy I am much indebted.
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or at least a way-side cross, these religious ex- Boox IX.
plorers must often have strained their sight in ©h-5-
order to recognize some object of a similar cha-
racter. But on nearing the coast, and bringing
dubious objects clearly into view, they would
find nothing but the symmetrical aloe or the
beds of prickly cactus, like fortresses, on the sea-
shore; or if they ventured further inwards, and
entered upon the interminable Zanos, they beheld
nothing but a wide waste, like the track of a
great conqueror, herbless and treeless, save where
some withered-looking palms offered a light and
mocking shade, standing up rarer than the masts
of lone vessels on great seas.

From Darien to Panami,—from Panamai to
Nicaragna,—and still nothing* to remind them
of religion, unless it were the beauty of nature,
and the town of Nombre de Dios, so named by
Nicuesa in his extremity. Still, if they had landed,
they might have found amongst the natives the
knowledge that there was One God, and that some
sort of sacrifices were offered up to him.t

No
temples,

* I think the following re- | aquellos Sacerdotes.” — Hist.
marks of Las Cuasas apply to Apologética, eap. 120,
this part of the coast:—“No | + “Tenian conocimiento al-
tenian Idolos sino Barros, yestos guno de Dios Verdadero, y que
no para adorallos por Dioses, era uno que moraba en el Cielo,
o por imaginacion que les alqual en la lengua delas gentes
ponian ciertos Sacerdotes, y 4 del Darien, llamaban Chicuhna.
aquellos el Diablo, que les podian  Querian deeir por este nombre,
hﬁoer algun‘ bien como dalles Principio de todo. A este acudian
hijos y .embm—U@? agua y otras con todos sus necesidades, pidién-
30;&5 utlle's semejantes” , . , ., dole remedio de ellas, y & él
No hacian .ceremoniua este- | hacian sus sacrificios.”” — Tor-
riores y sensibles, sino muy | quesana, Monarquia Indiana,
pocas, y estas exercitaban por | lib. 6, cap. 33
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Soon, however, in sailing northwards, white
buildings would be seen amidst the trees, bearing

Pyramidal some likeness to truncated pyramids, and, in the

temples,

and human Setting sun, dark figures would be seen against

sacrifices.

Bay of
Honduras,

A buried
city.

the horizon on the tops of these pyramids, from
whose gestures it would be sadly and reluctantly
admitted by the horror-stricken crew that they
were looking upon that affront to Heaven, a
human sacrifice. Then some of the erew would
be heard to regret (though it would be called a
false philosophy by others) the poor and meagre
religion of the natives of the Pearl Coast, where
there were no temples and no statues; and where,
when they landed, they found no culfus beyond
that pertaining to witcheraft.

Again, a long extent of low-lying coast with
dense forests coming down to the water’s edge, but
no signs of temples or of worship, until the Bay
of Honduras is entered by these religious ex-
plorers, when lo! they come upon some buried
city, buried so long ago, that huge trees have
risen amongst its ruins, and gigantic parasites
have twisted their lithe arms around columns,
and thrown their shoots along peristyles, playing
with the strange faces in stone, overshadowing
winged symbols of power* and sacrificial instru-
ments, and embracing the carved imagery of fruits
and flowers, their kindred.t No living creatures,

* See, for example, the ruins | river Montagua, in the lands
of Ocosingo—STEPHENS's In- | called Quirigua, about six leagnes
cidents of Travel in Central | from the town of Yzabal, on the
America, Chiapas, and Yuca- | Gulf of Dulee, there are some
tan, vol. 2, p. 259. remains of antiquity, that, were

+ “On the left bank of the | they better known, would excite
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but the animals which have retaken their own, are Boox IX.
to be seen there; and none remain to tell by word Ch-5-

or gesture the meaning of the mounds of stone

which for miles around render the burthened

earth uneven and difficult to the amazed explorers,

who return to their vessel with that involuntary o =
respect for the new country which great antiquity
engenders in the minds of all men, especially in
those of the pious and learned, to whom, strange
to say, the past is always more of a home for
thought than the future. These do not forget
the object of their mission, and note with care
the buildings which seem to have been devoted
to religion, and, seeing the ruins of pyramids,
cannot divest themselves of the idea that these
buildings have been sacred to no good purpose,
and that the city has been condemned of God for
its inhuman and bloody idolatries. If the reli-
gious explorers had the courage to make their way

for an-
tiquity.

the admiration of archmologists.
They consist of seven quadri-
lateral columns, from twelve to
twenty-five feet high, and three
to five feet at the bases, as
they now stand; four pieces of
an irregularly oval figure, twelve
foet by ten or eleven feet, not
unlike sarcophagi ; and two other
pieces, large square slabs, seven
and a half feet by three feet, and
more than threo feet thick, All
are of stone resembling the pri-
mitive sandstone, and, except the
slabs, are covered on all sides with
seulptured devices, among which
are many heads of men and
women, animals, foliage, and

faneiful figures, all elaborately
wrought in a style of art and
good finish that cause surprise on
inspecting them closely.  The
columns appear to he of one
piece, having each side entirely
covered with the figures in relief.
The whole have sustained so
little injury from time or atmo-
spheric corrosion, that, when
cleared from an inerustation of
dirt and moss, they show the lines
perfect and well defined. Eyi-
dently they are the performances
of a skilful and ingenious people,
whose history has been lost proba-
bly for ages, or rather centuries.”
—BatLy's Cent. America, p. 05
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Boox IX. into the country, they came upon a people whose

Ch. 5.

Come to
Cozumel.

religious traditions must have reminded them of
the fallen angels of sacred, and the Titans of
classic story, which told of the rebellious nature
of the elder children of a great deity, who had
sought to create for themselves, and whose im-
pious attempts had resulted in the production of
common household things,—cups, and jars, and
cooking vessels; while their younger brethren,
strong in their humility, were permitted to create
man.* :

The crew of the “Santa Flor” resume their
voyage, and still steering northwards, come to
the mysterious island of Cozumel, where they
are in no doubt about the horrors which take
place in the way of human sacrifices; and the
beauty of all the buildings they see around them
is repulsive in their sight. Little are these good
men consoled by seeing the carved likeness of a

* ¢ De la creacion pues tenian
esta opinion. Decian que antes
de ella ni habia cieloni tierra, ni

Jarros y ollas y semejantes. Los
hijos menores que se llamaban
Huncheven y Hunahan pidieron

Sol, ni Luna, ni estrellas. Ponian
que hubo un Marido y nna muger
divinos que llamaron Helel
Titcaurma. (I am not by any
means sure of this reading of the
MS. as regards the two last
words.) Estos habian tenido
padre y madre, los cuales engen-
draron trece hijos, y que el
mayor con algunos con él se en-
soberbecieron, y quiso hacer
eriaturas contra la voluntad del
padre y madre, pero no pudieron,
porque lo que hicieron fueron
unos vasos viles de servicio como

licencia & su padre y madre para
hacer eriaturas y eoncediéronsela,
diciéndoles que saldrian con ello
porque se habian humillado.
Casi lo primero hicieron los
Cielos y Planetas, luego Ayre,
Agua y Tierra, Despues dicen
que de la Tierra formaron al
hombre y 4 la muger. Los
otros que fueron soberbios pre-
sumiendo hacer criaturas contra
la voluntad de los Padres fueron
en el Infierno lanzados.”"—Las
Casas, Hist. Apologética, MS.,
cap. 235.
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cross in this island; and they moralize on the Boox IX,
power of the Evil One, who is allowed for a time M- 5-
to indulge in mockeries and mummeries of sacred
things.

Round the dry plains of Merida the vessel
makes its way, and then across the Bay of Cam- Merida.
peché to what will be Vera Cruz; and, wherever
they catch a glimpse of land, they make out in the
far distance those truncated pyramids which have
already caused them so much horror.

Abandoning their vessel, these intrepid ex-
plorers move across the grand plateau of * New NewSpain.
Spain” as it will be called, beholding the vast
pyramids, of Egyptian form and magnitude,
which were the boast and the delight of Cholula,
Tapantla, and Mexico, then called Temixtitan.
Shuddering, when they behold the unkempt
priests, and hear, from afar off, the dreadful tones
of the Mexican feponastli,* our travellers creep
onwards, no longer in any doubt of the nature
of the sacrifices which those barbaric sounds
announce—sacrifices reminding the more learned
amongst them of the superstitions of ancient
Rome, with all the minute inspection and parade
of the creature sacrificed.

Stopping to investigate the mighty city of
Temixtitan, the scientific explorers are con- .
founded at discovering so much knowledge of the of Temix-
stars, the nicest measurement of time, with great s
skill and adroitness in the mechanical arts, wise
laws, even refined manners, in a spot which they

* A drum used in solemn sacrifices.
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now look upon as the head-quarters of a most
blood-thirsty and thoroughly established idolatry.
The wise men of this expedition, with all their
experience at home, have not yet become ac-
customed to an assured fact in human life,—
namely, that the utmost cleverness and sagacity
in one direction may co-exist with the utmost
abandonment of thought in another.

Once, being detained in a dense crowd in the
square of the great temple, whither our explorers
had gone disguised in Mexican costume, they
become unwilling spectators of a human sacrifice.
At first, they see six priests, five of them clothed
in white, and the sixth, or chief priest, in red,
and otherwise richly attired. Inquiring his
name, they are answered, Tezcatlipuk, or Huitzil-
opochtli, and are astonished, knowing these to be
the names of Mexican divinities, and not being
aware that the chief priest assumed for the day
the name of the god who was honoured by the
sacrifice.*

Scanning this group of priests more closely,
the Spanish explorers discover that the priests
are carrying to the upper area of the temple the
body of a naked and living man. The long
flights of steps are slowly mounted, and the
unfortunate vietim placed upon a large, convex,
green stone. Four of the attendant priests hold
him down by the arms and legs, while a fifth

# The victim on some occasions also represented the Deity to
whom the sacrifice was made, which seems to indicate a great
mystery.
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places a wooden instrument, of a serpent form, Boox IX.
across his throat. The convex altar raises the Ch. 5.
body of the victim into an arched shape, and a Mexican
enables the chief priest to make, with more i
facility, the fatal incision, and to remove the
heart of the vietim.*

The heart was then presented to the idol,
being laid within his uncouth hand, or placed
upon his altar,

It was a beautiful day on which I imagine the
pious explorers to have been witnesses of this
dread scene. The emeralds worn by the chief
priest glittered in the sun; and his feathers
fluttered lightly with the breeze. The bright
pyramidal temples were reflected in the lake and
in a thousand minor mirrors formed by the
enclosed waters in the water-streets. A busy,
pleasant noise from the adjacent market-place
was heard throughout the great square. The
vietim had uttered no sound. He knew the

* “Hstando en este principio
de tormento, y pena este Hombre
perdigado, y condenado 4 esta
muerte, asido de piés, y manos,
¥ garganta, llegaba el Sacerdote
Supremo con el cuchillo, § navaja,
¥ abriale con mucha presteca, y
liberalidad el pecho, que casi no
era ofdo, nj visto, con el exercieio,
¥ eurso grande que tenia, ¥ sacii-
bale el coracon, y assi haheando
s¢ lo mostraba y] Sol, & quien
ofrecia aquel calor, y vaho y bol-
viéndose hicia g] dolo, daba con
€l en el umbral (o su Capilla
por la parte de fuera, ¥ a.lli,

dejaba hecha una mancha de
sangre, y caia el coracon en
tierra, de donde lo tomaban, v
puesto en un Vaso mui pintado
hecho de ealabaga, que llaman
Xicalli,ponfanlo delantedel Altar,
como ofreciéndolo al Idolo, por
la parte mas principal de aquel
cuerpo muerto, euia Anima yi
tenia en su prision, y penas.”—
Torquesava, Monarquia In-
diana, 1ib. 7, cap. 19.

For a full account of these
ceremonies, see CLAVIGERO'S
Hist. of Mewico, English trans-
lation, book 6, section 18.
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inutility of any outery. In Mexico, priests,
vietims, and people, were alike accustomed to
view such ceremonies, and this was one of the
ordinary sacrifices. The expression of the faces
in the crowd was calm and almost self-satisfied.
All around was beautiful and serene, and 1t was
hardly until the mangled body, hurled down from
the upper area of the temple, had come near to
the feet of the astounded voyagers, that they
could believe they had really seen what passed
before their eyes. Without saying a word to
each other, they withdraw from the great square,
and are no more seen in the streets of Mexico
that day. If the passion for research did not
suffice to conquer all disgust, they would, doubt-
less, have quitted the ity on that evening; but
a strange fascination retains them within its
walls, and they regard, with still greater curiosity
than ever, the marks of high civilization and
careful polity, which were to be seen in every
district of that vast and unholy metropolis of the
Aztecs.

It is not always, however, the natural disgust
of humane men at witnessing bloody idolatries
that the pious voyagers experience while staying
in the great city, or passing across the lofty table
lands of Mexico. Occasionally, their disgust at
cruelty -is changed into a devout horror, or an
almost unwilling admiration, when they perceive,
in this Mexican religion, words, phrases, ideas
and ceremonies which remind them of all they
have been taught to venerate in their own re-
ligion. They stop before the great dark idol,
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called Tezeatlipuk,* the god, they are told, of Boox IX.
penitence, of jubilees, and of the pardon of sins, Ch. 5.
They look up at his large golden ear, with Tezca-
wreaths of smoke depicted upon it, which, they P
are told, are meant to signify the prayers of the
afflicted that are addressed to him. They are
dazzled by the plate of burnished gold in his left
hand, in which, they are informed, lie mirrored
the deeds of the whole world, and they learn with
satisfaction that the arrows in his right hand
signify the punishments which he inflicts upon
the wicked.

The more they investigate, the more they find
of strange resemblances to their own religion. f:::,ﬂ%e.
They marvel at the dexterity, and shudder at the blsnees

* “Otro ydolo avia en México | unas gargotas en grande nu-
muy principal, que era el dios de | mero: al euello tenia un Jjoyel
la penitencia, y de los jubileos y | de oro colgado, tan grande que le
perdon de pecados.  Este ydolo | eubria todo el pecho: en ambos
se llamava Tezcatlipuca, el qual | bragos bragales de oro: en el om-
era de una piedra muy relum- | bligo una rica piedra verde, en la
brante, y negra como azavache, | mano yzquierdaun mosqueador de
vestido de algunos atavios ga- | plumas preciadas, verdes, azules,
lanos & su modo. Tenia gar- | amarillas, que salian de wuna
cillos de oro, y de plata en el | ckapa de oro reluziente muy bru-
labio baxo un cafiutillo christa- fiido, tanto gue parecia espejo :
lino de un xeme de largo, y en el | en que dava d entender, que en
metida una pluma verde, ¥ otras | aquel espejo via todo lo que se
Vezes azul, que parecia Esme- ‘ hazia en el mundo. A este
ralda, 6 Turquesa. La coleta de ‘ espejo, 6 chapa de oro llamavan
los cabellos Io ceig una cinta de Ttlachefiya, que quiere dezir, su
010 brufiidg, ¥ en elly por re- | mivador. Fn la mano derecha
mate Uha oreja.de org con wnos | tenia quatro saetas, que signifi-
ﬁ!.‘mw Pintados en ejlg que sig- | cavan el castigo, que por los
ﬂ@-ﬁeavan los uegos de log afli- | pecados dava ¢ los malos.'—
gidos, y pecadores, que oya | Acosta, Historia Natural y
quando se encomendavan ¢ ¢, Moral de las Indias, lib, 5

Entre esta oreja v la otra salian cap. 9,
YOL. 1T,

L



Boox IX.
Ch. 5.

A great
subject for
research.

How the
idolaters
endure the
tyranny of
their idols.

146 Religions of the New World.

audacity, with which the Evil One has imitated*
the sacraments and the usages of the Catholic
Church. A few of the more thoughtful amongst
these explorers, when they consider these start-
ling resemblances, conclude with justice, that
such things either manifest great laws of the
mind, developing themselves alike in various races
of the human family, however differently situ-
ated; or that they offer indications of much
descent yet untraced, and much history yet
hidden from the world; and, in either case, that
these resemblances afford worthy material for the
most diligent research.

Throughout these investigations, one subject
of surprize impresses itself upon their minds,—
namely, how the Indians themselves are induced
to bear the tyranny of this idolatry. The ex-
plorers venture by degrees to intimate this ques-
tion, the terms of which are not even understood,
or seem not to be, by the greater part of those to
whom they address themselves, though from one
faithful guide they learn with delight, that there

¥ See the following chapters in
Acosta, Hist. Nat.y Moral de las
Tndias:—Lib. §, eap. 23. Como
el demonio ha procurado remedar
los Sacramentos de la sancta
Iglesia. Cap. 24. De la manera
con que el demonio procurd en
México, remedar la fiesta del Cor-
pus Christi, y communion que usa
la sancta Iglesia. Cap. 25. De
la Confession, y eonfessores, que
usavan los Indics.  Cap. 26.
De la uncion abominable que
usavan los Sacerdotes Mexicanos,

¥y otras naciones, y de sus he-
chizeros.

Even the mode of sustaining
the priests must have reminded
the explorers of similar usages
at home, * Habia (en la Nueva

- Espafia), como en nuestras Igle-
sias decimos, ¢ Mesa Capitalar,'—
conviene a saber estaban ciertas

| tierras y heredades dedicadas por

' l(ts Reyes y Sefiores para pro-

| pios de los Templos.” — Las
| Casas, Hist. Apologética, cap.
141
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are men, who, like himself, are wearied by the Boox Ix.
hard things which these false gods impose upon Ch. 5.
them, and who have long been thinking of flying

to some other creed.*

The expedition, with great pain and labour,
construct a new “Santa Flor,” and take ship e
again at the port of Acapuleo; and now steering f:lflfﬁ;;n
southward, they reach a land, where, though they Acapuleo.
see great edifices, they happily find a less severe
superstition, and fewer buildings dedicated to
unholy purposes, than they had left in Mexico.

Soon they discern mno buildings and no
temples; and when they land, as they do in the
Bay of Panamd, they find that they have re-
turned to a ruder and more primitive race of
men. Slowly, along the beautiful shores of the
mild Pacific, the vessel makes its labouring way,
when of a sudden the evening sun is reflected
from vast buildings of a stately aspect, but of a
different character from any they have yet beheld.
This time the pious explorers are rejoiced to
behold none of those *accursed” pyramids,—for
8o the sailors, seldom choice in their language,
are wont to call them. Our explorers are anti-
cipating Pizarro in his discovery of Tumbez. Tambez,

On they go, still preceding that intrepid dis-

No temples
in Panama,

} ¥ Seeaﬂpeech made by an In- | vamos ya tan cansados y descon-
dlar‘l to a missionary, who told it | tentos con las cosas que los ydolos
again f’? the author quoted be- | nos mandavan, que aviamos tra-
low. “No ereag padre, que to- | tado de dexarlos, y tomar otra
mamos la ley de Christo tan ley." — Acosra, Hist. Nat. y
nconsideradamente comg dizes, | Moral de las Indias, lib. 5,
porque te hago saber, que esta- | cap. 22,

L 2
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coverer, along a coast thickly inhabited, and Boox IX.
adorned with what wise men would most desire to  Ch- 5.
see in a new country, magnificent roads. The ex-
pedition, mindful of its chief intent, still seeks to
ascertain the religion of the natives; and in the
distance the mariners think they can discern rites
round a funeral pile, which remind the travelled
amongst them of the burning of widows and the
slaying of slaves, as practised by the natives of
the Eastern Indies.

At last they approach the sacred city and City and

, . temple of

temple of Pachacamic, more ancient than any- pcha-
thing they have seen; and the boldest of the ™
crew, penetrating by night into its filthy courts,
happily find reason to doubt whether these dread
precincts have ever been stained by human blood,
and whether it is not the great centre of wizardry
in the New World, whence oracles proceed, more
mysterious than those of ancient Delphi. Here,
too, they discover signs of an established priest-
hood, and of mysterious virgins dedicated to the
Sun.

The same thing, which had filled the hearts Sk 16-
of many of our devout explorers with mixed :egg’i’;llmes
feelings of admiration and disgust in Mexico,
was visible also in Peru. They found, for in-
stance, in the feast called Riyme, something
which forcibly reminded them of the administra-
tion of the Holy Communion*—if, as the pious

iy Mamac‘“}“ del Sol, | harina de mayz tefiida y amas-
Eu?- eran como monjas del Sol, | sada en sangre sacada de carneros
acian unos bollos pequefios de blancos, los quales aquel dia sa-
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Boox IX. narrators would afterwards have said, and as the

Ch. 5.

Araucana.

missionaries did say, ‘it is permitted to use such
a word of so diabolic a thing.”*

Again they steer southwards, and again, as
in the beginning of their voyage, they coast
along a land where there are no temples, and no
idols, and no signs of human sacrifice; and, our
mariners having discovered by this time, that
where the gods are held to be least cruel, men
are found to be most kind, land and penetrate
into the country of the undaunted Araucans.
Here, to their amazement, they discover a people,
who are without God and without law, though
some wondrous angel or prophet, called Epona-
mon, is appealed to by incantations, and invoked
to aid them in all their difficult affairs. Here,
too, is a priesthood such as poets dream of in the
golden ages, who, holding to neither God nor
law, nor counting any sinfulness in sins, yet
keep a life of abstinence and restraint, and
exhort the common people, solely from the love
of wisdom; reposing not on the services, but
on the honours offered to them by those who

crificavan. Luego mandavan en- | cion, que yo la tuve harto tiempo
trar los forasteros de todas las | en mi poder, en que avia averi-
provincias, y ponianse en érden, ‘ guado de cierta Guaca, ¢ ado-
y los Sacerdotes que eran de | ratorio, donde los Indios profes-
cierto linaje decendientes de Llu- | savan adorar 4 Tangaténga, que
quiyupéngui, davan 4 eada uno | era un ydolo, que dezian que
un bocado.” — Acosta, Hist. | €n uno eran tres, y en tres
Natural y Moral de las Indias, | uno.”

lib. 5, cap. 23. See also cap. 27,| * “Bise sufre usar deste vo-
in which oceurs the following | cablo en cosa tan diabolica."—
passage :—* Me mostr§ un Sa- | Acosta, lib. 5, cap. 23.

cerdote honrado una informa- |
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discern their wisdom, and profit by their coun- Boox IX.
sels. * Ch. 5.

Such was the view which the voyagers of the
“Santa Flor,” in common with the early Spanish
conquerors (not conquerors, however, in this
case) took of the religious opinions of that
strange indomitable people, the Araucans. Fu-
ture inquirers have learnt more about the Arau-
cans, and have found that they possessed a
theology; but, still, some of the main impres-
sions naturally made upon hasty passers-by, like
the voyagers in the “Santa Flor,” are strangely
confirmed. :

The religion of the Araucans was a kind of Raligion
Manichaism, with a Good Power and an Evil of the

g : o s sgs  Araucans,

Power. There were also inferior divinities,
amongst whom was this * Eponamon,” the god
of war. Then, there were genii and nymphs,
who presided over human affairs, and who were
on the side of the Good Power. No Araucan
was 80 poor in spiritual things, as not to have
one of these heavenly nymphs to watch over

% ¢ Algunos destos son predicadores
Tenidos en sagrada reverencia,
Que golo se mantienen de loores,
Y guardan vida estrecha y abstinencia :
Estos son los que ponen en errores
Al liviano comun con su elogiiencia ;
Teniendo por tan cierta su locura,
Como nos la Evangélica Escritura.
Y estos que guardan érden algo estrecha
No tienen ley, ni Dios, ni que hay pecados;
Mas solo aquel vivir les aprovecha
De ser por sabios hombres reputados.”
—La Araucana de Avowso pe Exciiia ¥ 70164, canto I.
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Boox IX. him; and when an Araucan came prosperously

Ch.g.

Religion
of the
Araucans,

out of any affair, he was wont to say, “I, too,
have my nymph.”*

But as the Araucans were an eminently free
people, and as none of their caciques, whom they
call “ Ulmenes,” were allowed to inflict any kind
of injury upon their subjects, so they thought,
much less ought the celestial chiefs to injure
mortals, or to demand anything for their neces-
sities. On that account, they had no temples,
nor idols, nor priests, though, on rare occasions,
they sacrificed animals, and burnt tobacco in
honour of their deities.t

Divination, however, took the place of di-
vinity, and such things as dreams and the flight
of birds were matters of important observation.

That curious fact, set down by the voyagers
of the “ Santa Flor,” that the Araucans held that
there was no sinfulness in sins, is verified, at
least partially, by modern research, which shows
that, though some Araucans believe in a Heaven
and a Hell, there are others who believe onlyin a

* #“No hay algun Araucano
que no se alabe de tener una 4
su servicio. Nien cai fii Amehi-
malghen: yo tengo aun mi ninfa,
dicen, quando salen bien en qual-
quier negocio.”—Juax Iexacto
MoriNa, Compendio de la Hist,
Civil del Reyno de Chile, 1ib. 2,
cap. 5.

t “ Reglados por este extrafio

prineipio, no les prestan ningun
culto exterior. No tienen tem- |
plos, ni idolos, ni sacerdotes, ni
acostumbran ofrecer algun sacri-

ficio, fuera del easo de qualquiera
grave enfermedad, ¢ quando
hacen la paz, como queda dicho ;
entonces. sacrifican animales, y
(ueman tabaco, que creen es ol
incienso mas grato & sus Nij-
menes,” — MoLixa, Reyno de
Chile, lib. 2, cap. .

The Araucans have shown the
utmost tolerance to the mission-
aries who have sought to intro-
duce Christianity amongst them,
but few of them have been
converted,
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Heaven, and maintain that mundane actions have Boox IX.

no influence upon the future state of man.* Ch. 3.
It appears probable that our voyagers and

the early Spaniards were right in supposing that

there was a certain class of wise or thoughtful

men amongst the Araucans; for, in modern times,

it is noticed that they have their philosophers,

who despise the divinations and superstitions of

their countrymen.t
I have thought it worth while to interrupt

the voyage of the “Santa Flor,” in order to

correct and verify the Spaniards’ first impressions

of this most interesting people, a study of whose

laws and customs may yet throw much light upon
American history.

Leaving with regret the hospitable coast of
Araucana, our voyagers now coast along a more
fearful country than they had yet seen, encounter- Patagonia.
ing men of larger stature, clothed in the skins of
beasts, and of fiercer nature than the inhabitants
of the warm regions they had hitherto traversed.

In a land where life is with difficulty maintained,
temples rise but slowly. Such buildings, there-
fore, might not have been visible, and yet some
distinct creed be firmly held; but amidst this

¥ 2 9‘“‘05 porlo contrario, son | + Hay entre ellos algunos
de opinion que todos los muertos | filésofos natos, que desprecian
gozaran alli indistintaments pla- | semejantes patrafias, y se burlan
geres eternos, pretondiendo que de la necedad de sus compa-
las acciones mundanas no tengan | triotas.” — MoLiNa, Reyno de

ningun influxo sobre o] estad ile, li :
faburo.” — Moy, Rey:;:;t d‘:' Chile, lib. 2, cap. 5.

Chile, lib. 2, cap. &,
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Patagonian race no rites whatever were to be
discerned.*

The bold Magellan had not yet shown the
world the way through the straits which now
bear his name, but our religious explorers, anti-
cipating his discovery, have no fear of being
detained in these inhospitable regions, or of not
finding their way from the mild Pacific to the
capricious Atlantic.

Passing through the straits, which conmect
these two great oceans, by the Cape of Las Ouce
Mil Virgines, they coast along a dreary shore re-
sembling that which they had lately traversed,
save that the dreariness in this case is of a flat
coast instead of a mountainous one. Neither on
this flat coast, however, does anything rise up
against the horizon which seems like a religious
building; nor, on landing, can there be dis-
covered amongst the natives any semblance of
religion, except some traces of a belief in evil
spirits. No long delay is made in these inhos-
pitable regions; and soon the * Santa Flor” coasts
along a land which has been well deseribed as an
irrigated and enclosed garden, the smiling La
Plata.; Here they find cultivated fields and a

# ¢ (ens hee admodum bar- | pajono dieci o dodici demoni ba-
bara est, nam prieterquam quod llando e cantando, uno dé quali,
crudis, etimn humanis carnibus, | maggiore essendo degli altri, fa
vescantur, ne scintillam quidem | maggior tripudio.” — Anroxio
religionis aut politici regiminis | Piearerra, Primo Viaggio in-
obtineant.”—DEg LaEr, Novus  tornoal Globo terracqueo, lib. 1,
Orbis, lib. 13, cap. 14. p- 32.

+ « Par che lalor teologianon | Prearerra accompanied the
cognosca che il Diavolo. Dicono | celebrated Magellan,
che, quando uno muore, com-| I “Quem non chlectet amoe-
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Boox IX. country rich in all things, but inhabited by a

Ch. 5. fierce people, with no more knowledge of religion*
La Plata.  than their neighbours, the Patagonians; and these
fierce men would have laughed with wild scorn, if
they had been told that, in a few generations,
their descendants were to be under the mild sway

Nomissions i
of unarmed monks, and that the missions of Para-

yet of
Paraguay.

guayt were to be celebrated all over the world.

nissimus hujus provincis aspec-
tus; quando (haud aliter atque
irriguus hortus muro clauditur)
ingentibus excelsisque undique
rupibus septa, innumeris irroratur
fluviis."—Wyrrrier, Deseript,
Prlolem. Augmentum. “ Plata,”
p. 118,

* In the Comentarios of
CanEzA DpE Vaca, the first Go-l
vernor of LaPlata, there is hardly
any mention of the religion of
the Indians. Once, the idolatry
and belief in a demon of the |
Indians at the Puerto de los
Reyes is spoken of in the follow-
ing manner :—* Dende aqui co-
miengan estos Indios 4 fener
idolatria, i adoran Idolos, que
ellos hacen de Madera, { segun
informaron al Governador, ade-
lante la Tierra adentro, tienen
los Indios Idolos de Oro, { de
Plata, { procur6 con buenas pala-
bras apartarles de la Idolatria,
diciéndoles, que los quemasen, {
quitasen de si, i creiesen en Dios
Verdadero, que era el que havia
eriado el Cielo, { la Tierra, 1 4 los
Hombres, { 4 la Mar, i & los
Pesces, 1 4 las otras cosas, {
que lo que ellos adoraban era el
Diablo, que los traia engafiados :
{ asi quemaron muchos de ellos,

aunque los Principales de los Tn-
dios andaban atemorigados, di-
ciendo, que los mataria el Diablo,
que se mostraba mui enojado: {
luego que se hico la Iglesia, 1 se
dixo Misa, el Diablo huié de alli,
i los Indios andaban asegurados,
sin temor.”"—Cap. 5 4.—BaRCIA,
Historiadores, tom. 1.

t Of the state of religion
amongst the Guaranis of Para-
guay, we have an account from
very good authority, being that
of one of the Jesuit futhers, a
man apparently of much intelli-
gence and great benevolence, who
was engaged in what he justly
denominates the “ spiritual con-
quest of Paraguay.”

He states that these Guaranis
believed in one God, and had no
idols ; although they venerated
the bones of some men who had
been great magicians amongst
them.

The word for God in thejr
language was compounded of two
words : the first signifying won-
der; the second, interrogation.
“ Wonderful! who shall declare
it P" appears to be the translation
of the word T'ipa.:

“To the true God,” Farner
Ruiz says, “they never made
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Our mariners, moving northwards, approach Boox IX.
the vast and rich country of Brazil. Being now Ch-5.
in happier climes, they can give more time and Brasil.
thought to their own religion, and of an evening,
especially in threatening weather, they perceive a
sacred light aloft, a sign to their pious minds
of divine favour and of safety.*

But nothing can they discern on the beautiful
shores they wind along, that would show that the
barbarians there would have any sympathy with Notemples.
them, should they speak to them about the com-

forts of religion and the

existence of a Deity.t

N

any sacrifice, nor more than a
simple recognition,” which he
believes to be a relic of what re-
ligion the Apostle St. Thomas

(who, according to his fancy, had |

been in the Indies) had left
among them. “ Conocieron que
avia Dios, y aun en cierto modo
su Unidad, y se colige del nom-
bre que le dieron, que es TiipA.
La primera palabra T4, es ad-
miracion; la segunda PiP es
interrogacion, y assi corresponde
al vocablo Hebreo Manhi, quid
est hoe, en singular. Nunca tu-
vieron fdolos aunque ya iva el
demonio imponiéndoles en que
venerassen los huessos de algunos
Indios, que viviendo fueron fa-
mosos Magos (como adelante se
v‘er.é.). Al verdadero Dios nunca
hizieron sacrificio, ni tuvieron
Mas que un sitnple conocimiento,
¥ tengo para mi, que solo esto les
quedé de la predicacion del Apés-
tol Santo Tomé, que como verd-
mos 10!:’ anuneid los misterios
divinos. ——CoﬂguiataEsthmz

heeha por los Religiosos de la
Compaiia de Jesus, en las Pro-
vincias del Paraguay, Parana,
Uruguay, y Tape. Fserita por
el Papre Axtonto Ruiz de la
| misma Compeaiiia. Madrid, 1639,
| Ritos de los Indios Guaranis,
| see. 1O, p. 13.

* ¢ Nelle borrasche molte volte
ei apparve il Corpo Santo, ciod
Sant "Elmo; e in una procella
fra le altre, che soffrimmo in notte
oscurissima, mostrossi in cima
alla gabbia maggiore d'uno splen-
dor tale, che pareva una facella
ardente, e vi stette pitt di due
ore; il che ci era di si gran con-
forto, che ne piangevamo di con-
solazione : quando volle partir da
noi gettd si vivo splendore negli
occhi mostri, che per mezzo
quarto d'ora rimanemmo come
ciechi, gridando misericordia,
perché ci eredevamo perduti, ma
il mar tosto si accheto.”—Praa-
FEITA, Primo Viaggio, 1.1, p. 13.

+ “Noadoran cosa alguna, ni
creen que ay otra vida con gloria
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The more curious and enterprizing amongst
the voyagers, who land sometimes on these
shores, may have discerned something like a
trace of religion in what appears to have been a
morning exhortation, made by some yenerable
old man to those who lived with him in the large
hut, or barn, in which many families were wont
to live together on that part of this coast.* But
by the general body of the explorers the Brazil-
ians are pronounced to have little more religion
than the trees from which that country takes its
name.

These conclusions, however, of our religious
mariners must not be taken for more than first
impressions. Could they have lingered on the
coast, and learnt the language, they might have
found rites and ceremonies and superstitions,
which would at least have led them to conclude
that these so-called savages were not altogether
devoid of religious feelings. But the Spaniard,
himself a man whose religion was manifested
in some way or other many times in the course

of a day, too readily concluded that other people

para los buenos, y pena para los
malos, sino que todo se acaba en
esta, y las almas con los euerpos
fenecen: y assiviven bestialmente,
sin razon,cuenta, peso,ni medida,”
—Herrers, Hist. de las In-
dias, dec. 4, lib. 8, cap. 13.

* “Nulla deorum cognitione |
dueuntur ; orientem tamen solem
venerantur, et animarum immor- |

talitatem credunt. Mané cum |

surgunt ex xylinis illis suis reti-
naculis, antequam cibum capiant,
unus ex familim aut horrei illiys
senioribus, magnis passibus in-
ambulans, sepiusque idem (prop-
ter mapalium longitudinem) re-
petens, amorem tantum conju-
gum, et adversus hostes vindieta
cupidum, fortemque, ac tenacem
animum,  concionabundus  in-
culeat.”—WyrrLign, Descript,
Plol. Augmentum, P 124.
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had no religion at all, if he perceived no signs Boox IX.
of it during the short time which the vessel Ch.5.
lingered at any particular part of the coast.
Perhaps he did not think he was witnessing a
religious ceremony, when, in some clear spot in
the forest, made bright by the reflection of the
light from flowers® (what a picture of tropical
vegetation!), he beheld the dusky figures of
men advance and recede in measured movements,
Had our mariners gone up the Amazon, for
instance, which, from its first discoverer, ought
rather to have had the melodious name of
Orellana, they would have found the powers of
nature deified, and, as might be expected in that
river-abounding country, a river-god, with a
symbol of a fish in his hand.+

Religious
dances.

Amazon
river.

* “Bometimes you traverse | for seed time, or fishing, or war.

open spots where astrongerlight is
refected from the flowery ground,
or from the shining leaves of the
neighbouring high trees; some-
times you enter a cool shady
bower. Here a thick wreath of
paullinesw, securidacee, mikanias,
passion-flowers, adorned with an
ineredible number of flowers,
elimb through the erowns of the
celtis.” — Sprx and Magrivs,
Travels in Brazl, v.1,1. 2, c.2.

t “They had idols of their
own making, each distinguished
by some it symbol, as the God of
the River, by a fish in his hand:
another Was supposed to preside
over their seeds gnq harvests: a
third to be the giver of victory.
; ies of adoration weze
i wse: the idols lay neglected
M & corner, till they were wanted

Idolaters are always disposed to
add to the number of their divi-
nities. A chief who entertained
Teixeira on his way was greatly
impressed with the power of the
Portuguese gods, because they
had preserved the flotilla during
so long a voyage, and he be-
sought the Commander to leave
him one, who might proteet him
and his people, and succonr them
in their need. Another Indian,
who, avowing his contempt for
idols, had set himself up as an
object of worship, was invited by
the Portuguese to the knowledge
of the true God. He came at
their request, to be instructed,
| but when he found that their
| god was not visible, returned un-
persuaded, and confinued his
claims to adoration, either in in-
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But for such enterprizes time would not have
been spared, and the expedition must pass on to
the unhealthy coast of Essequibo, where they
would find nothing but a religion of fear, and a
demon worshipped in order to appease him.*

They are now approaching the term of their
voyage, but before they reach the island of
Trinidad and the coast of Paria, they notice that
strange but brave race of Caribs who build their
habitations in trees, and amidst their marshes
are indomitable. But no sign of a temple, or of
religious rites, is here; and it is with a melan-
choly satisfaction that the explorers see the three
conical hills in Trinidad, which rejoiced the
weary eyes of the great Admiral, when he first
beheld land in his third voyage, and thus found a
mysterious sanction for the resolve which he had
entertained throughout his voyage, of naming
after the Trinity the first land he should behold.

The voyage is mow, practically speaking,
ended,t as there remains only the aceustomed

sanity, or {raud.”—SovrHEY's | have discovered a state of things,
History of Brazil, vol. 1, ch.18, ‘ in respect to religion, exactly

# ¢ Dgemonem tantummodo ve- | parallel to that which they had
nerantur, non quod malum esse | already seen in so many latitudes.
ignorent, sed ne illis malum duat | Cabega de Vaca, who lived for
(induat?)” — DE Larr, Novus ‘ years amongst the natives in
Orbis, lib. 17, cap. 17. Florida, and traversed the country

+ The  Santa Flor” would cer- | from Apalache to Calif'omi.';,
tainly have needed refitting, and | found no sacrifices and no idols,
the mariners rest; else, had they | and a people ready for a rapid
continued their voyage across the | conversion to Christianity. * Dos
Gulf of Mexico, and then round | mil Legunas que anduvimos por
the coast of Florida, they would | Tierra, { por la Mar en las Bar-
have made their survey more cas, i otros diez Meses que des-
perfect, though they would only | pues de salidos de Captivos, sin
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route from Trinidad to Cadiz to be traversed, and Boox IX.
1o religion to be contemplated by the explorers Ch. 5.
but their own,—in which, however, the recent
“heresies” of Martin Luther might give some
little scope for contemplation. But men are not
fond of considering what is very familiar to them,
and we may venture to assume that, in such an
expedition, the creed of the explorers would have
been the last thing regarded critically by them,
unless, as a just cause for rejoicing at the con-
trast between their own Faith and the barbarous
creeds which they had for so long a time been
observing.

Once more at home, and pondering what they
had seen, they are at a loss to decide whether g o
these religions of the New World proceed from ol
the corruption and decadence of one religion that o
grew up in that country ages ago, and once was Word?
great in it,—or whether they are the gradual
growth of a new religion, seen in different stages
of advancement,—or whether they proceed from
the partial oblivion of an old religion brought
from an old country, what little was remembered
being mingled with the growth of a new natural
religion, varying in each sweep of the coast
according to the peculiar circumstances of the
tribe amongst which it was growing to maturity.

The whole subject well merits the largest and
P1'0_f0undest inquiry; and the laws of thought,
which create anq modify natural religion, might

parar anduvimog por 1, Tierra, | Nufez CaBEGa pE Vica en la
no hillamog Saeri

trfa.” ﬁcios, ni Idola- | #lorida, cap. 36.—Barcra, His-
" — Naufragios de ALvar | toriadores, v. 1.
YOI, 11, M
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Boox IX. perhaps be more easily discovered from a consi-
Ch.5.  deration of all that was noticed in the discovery
of the New World, than from any other body of
evidence which exists on that subject, gathered

from the religions of the rest of the world.

The curious observer of human nature might
here see how the shrewd and strong man imposes
upon the credulity of the simple beings around
him, till he becomes the wizard of his tribe,—and

Howacruel & Kind Of witcheraft, their religion: how the hero
idolis set is honoured by those he has served and succoured,
e until they worship him almost as a god, and when
he dies, give up to him the life-blood of those
who were dearest to him, and whom he would
have died to serve: how the king, a descendant
probably of this hero, though perhaps a very un-
worthy one, is honoured in the same way as his
great ancestor, until royal obsequies drink up
rivers of human blood.

The same observer will notice, not without a
sad smile on his countenance, how that which was
fluent and occasional becomes fixed, formal, and
established ; for the savage and the semi-civilized
man are essentially conservative; and the cruelty
which has once, on some great occasion, been
committed in honour of the gods, or the heroes,
or the wise men, must never more be pretermitted
for fear of their avenging wrath.

And this avenging wrath, how natural, from
all they saw around them, to imagine its exist-
ence! Looking at this world, at the terrors and
difficulties within a man and without him, be-
holding the fierceness of Nature, for she has a

And fully
established,
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fierce aspect, and not fiercer anywhere than in the Boox IX.
New World, what more natural to suppose, than Ch. 5.
that there were cruel beings to appease, and then
what more inevitable than that men should offer
up to these beings the most beautiful and noblest
creature in creation, their fellow-man.*

The gloomy cleft of superstition once entered,
how hard to retrace the steps! One wise man,
or one hero (alas, how little understood!) is the
cause of introducing a cruel, a barbarous, or a silly
rite. How many heroes and how many wise
men must battle for ages to subdue that one small
item of superstition! For all the dread past is
summoned up against them; and whatever is
dark, fierce, stupid, or intolerant, in the minds of
their fellow-men of the present generation, comes
forth to fight against the few wise and heroic
men, if any such there be, who discern the mag-
nitude of the superstition.

In considering the Conquest of the Indies, we
see that there was urgent need of the presence of
Some greater beings than the natives, who should
cancel the past for them, and lift these savages
out of their homicidal ways. Accordingly, the
Spaniards— themselves not the least stern and
fanatical of men—appeared upon the scene.

* Human sacrifices, though | relied upon than the smooth sur-

very horrible, are pot by any | face of the sea near arocky coust,

;":‘:ﬁn?z;g::i;ruel things that ' how any man can needlessly mo-

of motive, Cop 1e sun, being full lest another is astonishing ; but

siderin A ] b
Faow o el Sy b‘;‘uwhn:t we nothing is to be wondered at

fferings, when the logical faculty is nee
h LB B g WS
t}?iv:kt}:u:t!}?ﬁn ‘ 2 is | fairly applied to the service of

disappointmen :eaiid i:::te;]ntgi I superstition, or of resentment.

M2
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CHAPTER VL

LAS CASAS AS A COLONIST—OCAMPO’S EXPEDITION.

ETURNING to the religion of the inha-
bitants of the coast of Cumand, with whom
this history has at present most concern, it was
no other than it appeared to the voyagers in the
“Santa Flor”—namely, a religion of the simplest
kind, where the priesthood is not established,
where the civil government does not claim in any
way the power of a priesthood, and where the
religion is little better than a course of small
superstitious observances, conjoined with a belief
in witcheraft.

For a characteristic manifestation of the reli-
gious feeling of these tribes, the way in which
they received the coming of an eclipse may be
taken. They supposed it to be a sign of the
anger of the sun and moon at their idleness, or
ingratitude. On the appearance, therefore, of
the eclipse, a sudden and wondrous activity per-
vaded the Indian villages of that coast. The
warriors sounded their musical instruments of
war, and couched their lances to demonstrate
their valour and their resolution to defend the
gods in the field of battle. The hushandmen
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began to busy themselves in digging and cutting Boox 1X.
wood. The women cast maize and reeds into Ch. 6.
the air, uttering lamentations and confessing Eelipse
aloud their indolence and their objection to labour. E:E;fjme_
This sudden demonstration of activity was under-
taken, distinctly in the hope of appeasing the
anger which, they said, the moon on these occa-
sions meant to show, on account of their feeble
ways of proceeding, and of their inveterate idle-
ness.*  When the eclipse was over, they were
“very contented in having appeased their god
with these feigned promises and vain offerings;
and they concluded the unwelcome labour of the
day by a dance, which ended in a bout of drunk-
enness, being their ordinary way of winding up
their festivals.”+

That practice which seems so unaccountable,
if it be once seriously thought upon, of wor-
shipping some of the lower animals, was not
unknown on the coast of Cumand; and their
treatment of toads may be mentioned as a curious
and ludicrous instance of that kind of supersti-
tion. They held the toad to be, as they said,
“the lord of the waters,” and therefore they were
ver;y compassionate with it, and dreaded by any
accident to kill a toad, though, as has been found

* .
Unos tocan mstrumentos

: 3 ara aplacar el enojo, que dicen
bélicos, y alistan R v e P, :

muestra la Luna por su floxedad,

demustr_acion de su valengiy, Y
prevencion payy, defenderlos. en
campal  batalla, Otros  echan
mano & las herramiengag cortan
lem'!., ¥ hacen otrog exel:cicios v
faginas (g3, Jaénas) la.borioas:as,

y desidia.”—ANTONIO CAULIN,
Historia Corogrdplica Natural
¥ Loangélica de la Nveva An-
dalucia, 1ib. 1, cap. 13.

t Cavwiy, lib. 1, cap. 13-
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the case with other idolaters, they were ready,
in times of difficulty, to compel a favourable hear-
ing from their pretended deities; for they were
known to keep these toads with care under an
earthen vessel, and to whip them with little
switches, when there was a scarcity of provisions
and a want of rain*  Another superstition
worthy of note was, that when they hunted down
any game, before killing it, they were wont to
open its mouth and introduce some drops of maize
wine, in order that its soul, which they judged
to be the same as that of men, might give notice
to the rest of its species of the good entertainment
which it had met with, and thus lead them to
think that, if they came too, they would parti-
cipate in this kindly treatment.t

I mention these vain and trifling supersti-
tions with a view of showing the low state of reli-
gious intelligence amongst the inhabitants of that
coast, which corresponds with their general sim-
plicity in other matters.

Having prepared the way for introducing the
departure of Las Casas from Spain to his terri-
tory on the Pearl Coast, by narrating the dis-
covery of that coast, and its oceupation by the

# « Qe ha experimentado te- | de ella, para que su alma (que

nerlos con cautela debajo de una
olla, y azotarlos con varillas,
quando hay escasez, y falta de

Nluvias.,” — Cavrin, Hist. de
la Nueva Andalueia, lib. 1,
cap. 13.

t “Introducen algunos tragos

Juzgan es como la de los hombres)
dé noticia & las demas de su es-
pecie el buen recibimiento, que ha
tenido, y que los demfs que vi-
niesen, participarin de aquel aga-
sajo.” — Cavnin, Hist. de la
Nueva Andalucia, lib. 1, ¢. 13.
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Spaniards, together with some account of its Boox IX.
primitive inhabitants, their customs and religion, Cb..
the Clerigo himself may re-appear upon the scene Now, the
with more hope of his mission being understood, il
and of his project of colonization meeting with 2> .
that sympathy from the reader which it so much
needed from his contemporaries and fellow-coun-
trymen. Unfortunately, some of the most inte-
resting events to read about are those which

were thought very tiresome and very small affairs

at the time when they were being transacted.

Las Casas, having completed his prepara-
tions, embarked at San Lucar on the 11th of g,
November, 1520. He took with him some la- %—”23“?‘,3’
bourers, “humble and simple people, in order 's2°-
that they might respond to the simplicity and
gentleness of the Indians;” and his friends fur-
nished him with many little things as presents
for the natives. He had a good voyage, and,
shaping his course for the West India islands
in the first instance, he landed at Porto Rico;
where, however, he met with news that must
have been as a whirlwind of destruction to his
hopes.

. To understand thoroughly the transaction
with which Las Casas was made acquainted on
his arrival at Porto Rico, it is necessary to refer
back to the proceedings of Pedro de Cordova and
the Pominican monks under his charge in His-
painlola,. It may be remembered that Pedro de
C_"rdo"&a on his visit to Spain in 1512, was very
kindly received by King Ferdinand, who favoured
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Boox IX. the good Father's anxiety to spread the Catholic
Ch.6. Faith in the Terra-firma, and with that view,
gave orders that the requisite assistance in the

way of outfit should be rendered to Pedro de
Cérdova by the authorities at St. Domingo. The

reader may recollect that he lost no time in

THE
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_ despatching three of his brethren to Cumans;
};‘n‘:ﬁqim that two of them, Francisco de Cérdova and Juan
establish- - Garces, had established themselves peaceably on

the Terra- that coast, at Piritd in Maracapina, when some
marauding Spaniards landed there, and kid-
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napped a Cacique with seventeen of his men; Boox IX.
that the neighbouring Indians in retaliation Ch 6.
seized upon the Dominican monks, threatening
to put them to death if the kidnapped Indians
were not brought back within a certain time;
that the judges at St. Domingo condemned the
kidnapping as illegal, but appropriated the Indians
as slaves for themselves; that when the appointed
time had expired, the poor monks were put to 1=
death by their captors; and that Las Casas had
always made this transaction a subject of the
loudest complaint. Orders were in consequence
given by the authorities that these kidnapped
Indians should be returned; but I do not find
that they ever were returned, and probably there
was little or no trace to be found of them by
the time such orders came from Spain.

The Dominicans were not at all daunted by
this martyrdom of their brethren: we are told
that they spoke of them as “fortunate;” and
Pedro de Cérdova found others of his monks
ready and rejoiced to undertake the same mission
on the Terra-firma as that in which his own rela-
tive Francisco de Cérdova and Juan Garces had
miserably perished. There was something of
adventure and of novelty connected with this
form of martyrdom, which must have served to
make it attractive, Accordingly, in the year FmPﬂiS:l
1518, severa] monks, Franciscans as well as Do- Domai-

mi cans on
minicans, went to what they called * the Terra- the peast

ﬁl‘ﬁlaa" but which may be more precisely de- "4y
scribed as the Pe

arl Coast, and founded there
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two monasteries.* They were joined by the
monks from Picardy, who are spoken of in
other parts of this marrative. (Certainly, these
monastic Orders were wonderfully adapted for
some kinds of spiritual labour, as by their means
religious men found themselves at once in inti-
mate communication with other religious men all
over the globe. That the New World might
have its due share of monks as colonists, orders
were given either by Cardinal Ximenes, or by the
Flemish ministers, early in Charles the Fifth's
reign, that each year six Dominicans should be
provided with the necessary outfit, and have a
free passage from Seville to the Indies. The
Jeronimite Fathers also, while they governed,
had been industrious in furthering these missions
to the mainland; and there was some prospect
of one part at least of the Indies, the Pearl
Coast, the earthly Paradise of Columbus, being
first colonized by religiosos, instead of by fierce
soldiers, or gainful merchants of men.

The two Orders founded their monasteries at
some distance from each other. The name of the
Dominican monastery was Santa ¢ de Chiribichi.
Tt was built without any harassment of the neigh-
bouring Indians, but by the labour of the monks

# ¢ Salieron, pues, de la Tsla | monasterio, y con santa, y exem-
Hspafiola algunos Padres Domi- | plar vida, atendian 4 predicar, y
nicos, y con ellos otros Franciscos, | & ensefiar los Indios, teniendo los
con algunos Religiosos de los que | Padres Gerdnimos, mientras en la
avian venido de Picardia, todes Hspaiiola estuvieron, mucho cuy-
los quales fueron llevados & la | dado en que fuessen proveydos de
(fosta de Tierra-firme, adonde cada | quanto avian menester.' —HER-
Religion hizo su assiento, y su | RERA, dec. 2, lib. 3, cap. 7.
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and of their lay brothers. The Indians received Boox IX.
the Fathers kindly; and these, when they had _©h-6
sent away the sailors, remained alone among the
natives. The good Fathers seem to have been

quite successful in attracting to themselves the

kind regards of the Indians; and there they

THE
PEARL COAST.
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lived fearlessly enough among these so-called
savages, affording by their innocent lives some peceful
msight to the Indians of what the Christian e
religion might be. The general state of the Const,
country was so peaceable, that a single Span-

tard might safely go into the interior of the



il Las Casas as a Colonist.

Boox IX. country for three or four leagues with merchan-
Ch.6.  dige.*

The chief enemies of the monks seem to have
been certain venomous insects, which molested
them unceasingly; for in those parts they had
1o less than three or four kinds of mosquitoes to
encounter, “very importunate,” which teazed
them by day, and others in greater numbers
which tormented them by night. Tas Casas
had been mindful, it is said, of this convent, and
had brought with him an order for its inerease,
Any such establishment would naturally be of
the highest importance in promoting his plans;
and he had always been on the most friendly
terms with the Dominicans, being of the same
opinion with them about the freedom of the
Indians (eadem sentiens de republicd) ; which com-
munity of opinion, especially in matters of much
controversy, is a surer bond even than community
of interest. No one, therefore, would have been
more delighted than Las Casas to hear that the
monastery of Santa I'¢ had only to contend with
venomous insects, the natural product of that
soil and that sun.

Unfortunately, however, in the neighbouring

* «Thase un solo Espafiol | “ Estuvo la provingia y tierra

cargado de resgates tres y quatro
leguas la tierra adentro, y se
volvia solo cargado de lo que
habia resgatado, y los mismos |
que esto hicieron me lo afirma- |
ron."—Las Casas, Hist. de las |
Indias, MS., lib. 3, cap. 155.

que hay desde Paria hasta Unari
(que serdn cient leguas de costa
en la Tierra-Firme), tan pagifica,
que un chripstiano ¢ dos la anda-
ban  toda, ¥ tractaban con los
indios muy seguramente.”—
Hist. Gen, ¥ Nat., lib, 19,

This is confirmed by OviEvo, | cap, 3.

the opponent of Las Cisas:—
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island of Cubagua, there dwelt “a sinner” (un Boox IX.
pecador de hombre) of the name of Alonso de Ch. 6.
Ojeda,—not the companion of Columbus who so
boldly and craftily seized on Caonabo, but another
of like nature to him—who employed himself in
the occupation of pearl-fishing. This young
man, of whom Las Casas justly says, that if
he had not been born, the world would have lost
nothing,* found that he wanted more slaves for
his fishery than he possessed. What means so
easy as going to the neighbouring coast; ascer-
taining, or rather declaring, that the inhabitants
were cannibals; and then seizing them for slaves!
Accordingly, he leagued himself with others like ﬁelﬂgj’jﬂ;m
him; and they came over in a caravel to the visits the
coast of Chiribichi. The first thing they did L
was to pay a visit to the Dominican monastery.

There happened at the time to be only two of the
brethren at the convent, the others having gone

to Cubagua to preach and to receive confessions.

The Dominicans were delighted to see any of

their fellow-countrymen, and welcomed Ojeda

most cordially. ~ After dinner he expressed a wish

to see the neighbouring Chief, who was accord-

ingly sent for. His name was Maraguay (la
peniltima silaba lengua), a man of much ability

and some haughtiness, who already was not alto-

gether satisfied with the ways of the Spaniards,

bl%t- dissembled what he felt, in order that he

might retain the monks as suretios for their

* “ Un mancebo

Aot nadn.."—-Lquue aunque no oviera naseido, no perdiera el

Casas, Hist, Apologética, MS., cap. 246.



Book IX.
Ch. 6.

Questions
Maraguay,

(Foes to
Maraca-
pina,

174 Las Casas as a Colonist.

countrymen.*  After the usual greetings, Ojeda
asked one of the Dominicans for a sheet of paper
and some writing materials, which the Dominican
gave him. Ojeda then began to question Mara-
guay as to whether there were any cannibals in
those parts. The Indian Chief answered angrily,
“No, no;” and in disgust shortly afterwards
took his leave.

Ojeda and his men then quitted the monas-
tery and went four leagues lower down, to Mara-
capina, a pueblo belonging to a Chief called Gil
Gongalez, who received them with the utmost
kindness. This Cacique had been in Hispaniola,
where he had been well treated by Gil (tongalez,
an official person there, whose name he had
taken, probably from the custom, known amongst
the Indians, of friends interchanging names as a
sign of especial amity. Ojeda, having found the
questién about cannibals not answered to his
liking, by Maraguay, did not ask it of Gongalez,
but accounted for his presence there by another
pretext. He wanted, he said, to buy maize of a
tribe a little further onwards in the hilly country.
The next morning he went to this tribe and
bought maize; but found, as he said, that he re-
quired fifty men to help him in carrying it to his
vessels. These were readily granted to him, and,
their hire being agreed upon, they loaded them-
selves with the maize, and after bringing it to

* ¢ No del todo estaba satis- | en la tierra los Frailes eomo por
fecho de las costumbres de los | fiadores de o Christianos.”—
Espaiioles, sino que pasaba y | Las Casas, Hist. de las Indias,
disimulaba con las cosas por tener | MS,, li, 3, eap. 155,
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the shore, being fatigued with the Jjourney, they Boox IX.
laid down to take a siesta—and awoke to find Ch. 6.
themselves attacked by the Spaniards, who sue- Ojeda’s
ceeded after much slaughter in capturing a good 2 0
many of the Indians, and carrying them off to

the vessels. Whether any of the men captured,

or slaughtered, were vassals of Gil Gonealez, does

not appear; but at any rate this Chief resolved to

avenge them, and, watching for a disembarkation

of Ojeda at another place, the Cacique attacked TR
him, slew him and those that were with him, 84132 slays
and, pursuing the caravel in boats, made an effort

to capture that too, but failed in his attempt.

As might be expected, the Indians in Mara- Fho oty
guay.’s country had great suspicions now of the ;;“E’]‘j‘e’“d
two inmates of the Dominican monastery : espe- Indians.
cially after having seen that piece of paper given
by one of the brethren to Ojeda. Ojeda’s inten-
tion in agking for it had been to have the answers
of the Chief taken down by a notary who was
present, which answers were of course to convict
the Indians of cannibalism. The monks were
entirely innocent of any knowledge of Ojeda’s
scheme, but now came in for all the odium at-
tached to it

A Sunday or two after these transactions had
octeurred, as the brethren were celebrating mass,
aTing af the monastery bell was heard. One of
_the brethren went to open the door, and was Murder
immediately struck down by a fatal blow: and Domisiosa
then the Indigng entering and going behind the ™ sk 2
o“t.:her monk,. Who was unconscious of the death of
his companion, cleaved him down too. Justly,
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Boox IX. as Las Casas claims for them, may these men be
Ch.6. put in the list of martyrs. |
The rising of the Indians was not confined to
the spot where the injury had been perpetrated,
but the revolt fled like a flame along the whole
of the Pearl Coast, from Maracapina to Cariaco.

THE
PEARL COAST.
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The Franciscan monks at Cumana fell into the

same odium which had come upon the Dominican

Franciscan community at Chiribichi. The Indians hastened
M o attack the monastery. Two of the brethren
1519. were fortunate enough to escape in a boat to

Araya, and from thence to Cubagua; but one un-
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fortunate Franciscan, Father Dionysius, fell into Boox IX.
the hands of the insurgents.  The Indians Cb-6.
debated much as to what they should do with
their prisoner, but at last resolved to put him to
death, which they did, the poor monk imploring
the forgiveness of Heaven for his persecutors,
and saying, with truth, “ that they knew not what
they were doing.”  The fury of the Indians, once
excited, was such, that they did not spare even
the live creatures that were found in the monastery Fury of the
down to the cats. Then they pulled down the ™4
building, trampled upon the garden, broke the

bell, tore the crucifix into bits and threw them

out upon the highways, an unconscious act of
sacrilege which made the pious Spaniards of
Cubagua tremble.* Thege Cubaguans had other

causes for trembling. Their pearl-fishing had
brought great gain; they were prosperous; they

were rich; many of them were merchants, They

heard that the infuriated I ndians, who had already

killed eighty Spaniards, were taking to their

boats, and intending to attack Cubagua. The
Alealde, Antonio Flores, is accused of being a

man of ng courage. There were three hundred
Spaniards op the island, and such a number

might have defied thousands of Indians. There

la_Casa, talaron ' t “Y maldecian hombres ¥ mu-

i{a Huerta, quebraron 1 Campana, Jeres
espedacaron yy Crucifijo, { Pu- | La bajeza de aquellos merca-
siéronlo por Jog Caminos; ¢ogq que deres.”

Cab G fioles de | —Jyan by CasteLraNos, FVa-
ubagua."—Goyapy i

: » Hist. de | rones Tustres de Indias, elegia
las Indias, cap. 76.._.]3mou, 13, canto 1.

VOL. 11,
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Boox IX.is ome fact, however, which the various writers

Ch. 6.

The
Spaniards
quit
Cubagua.
1519.

No Span-

inrd left on

the Pearl
Coast.

who have commented upon the Alcalde’s conduct,
seem to have forgotten; and that is, that there
was not a drop of water to be had in any part of
that island.* Whether moved by a knowledge of
this fact, or by a conviction that his Spaniards were
not in sufficient force to resist the numbers that
would be brought against them, Antonio Flores
put his little colony on board some vessels which
were fortunately at Cubagua, and steered straight
for St. Domingo, where he arrived to be subjected
to much obloquy and blame. These deplorable
events took place at the end of the year 1519.

The Spaniards, in deserting Cubagua, could
take but little of their riches with them; and
when the Indians poured like a furious wave
over the island, they found a great spoil of wine,
silks, cloths, and all the goods and merchandize
which these wealthy pearl-fishers had gathered
round them. Not a Spaniard was left upon
Cubagua, or within the wide extent of the Pearl
Coast. It was as free from the men of the Old
World as when Columbus first caught sight of it
twenty-one years before. But how different
must be the feelings with which the Spaniards
and the Indians would meet again, after all that
had occurred within these eventful twenty-one

years, from the mild complacency and innocent

* “TLa cual aunque es estéril y pequeiia,
Sin recurso de rio ni de fuente,
Sin arbol y sin rama para lefia
Sino cardos y espinas solamente—.”
—(CusTELLANOS, Varones Ilustres de Indias, eleg. 13, canto I.
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satisfaction which on both sides had characterized Boox Ix.
their first meeting. If it be of any use to repeat Ch. 6.
the remark, it may certainly here be noticed,
what great mischief, in eritical circumstances,
any one bad man can do.

The above story, as told by the earliest
Spanish historians, is a model of what may be
done in the way of prejudice and mnjustice by
Judicious, or careless omission. The rising of the
Indians is attributed to “ their own malice,”* or
at most to their objection to being made to work
at the pearl-fisheries; whereas, it was the im-
mediate and natural result of the outrage com-
mitted upon them by Ojeda.

When these events at Cubagua and on the
Pearl Coast came to the knowledge of the The autho-

rities at

audiencia at St. Domingo, they resolved to send St-gomingo
o8 . ey e . . ¥ 5N o send an
an expedition to Chiribichi and its viemity, to expedition

» to Chiri-
avenge the murder of the monks and the devasta- bichi,

tion of Cubagua,—and, as a matter of course, to
enslave Indians. This expedition was now on
its way, and was expected at Porto Rico, when
L?»S Casas arrived there; and this is the news
with which he wag greeted. We may imagine
the dismay that such tidings, appreciated by him
i all theiy consequences, would cause in his mind.
Fortunately for himself, he was one of those

* “Vencid . et 3
Nt b, ;;19,0; de s propria maligia.”"—Ovieno, Hist. Gen. y

P 3. Bee also Gomars, Hist. de las Indias
cap. 76 ; Barciy, fﬁ'storiadm-es, tom. 2. ¢ y

N2
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Boox TX. men who find some relief for their misfortunes

Ch. 6.

Las Casas
seeks to
detain
Ocampo.

in their indignation. ~Moreover, he probably
entertained a hope that he would yet be able to
prevent the mischief which he foresaw; and,
accordingly, when the vessels arrived at Porto
Rico, he showed his powers to Ocampo, whom
the audiencia had entrusted with the command,
and endeavoured to detain the expedition. But
Ocampo, with all due expressions of civility to
Tas Casas, said, that he must execute his orders,
and that the audiencia would bear him harmless.
The expedition accordingly sailed on: and Las
(Casas, after distributing his labourers by threes
and fours amongst the inhabitants of Porto Rico,
hastened to St. Domingo.

His appearance there was very unwelcome.
Indeed, from the exertions he had already made
at the court of Spain and elsewhere in favour
of the Tndians, he was odious to all the Spanish
colonists.* He endeavoured to carry things
with a high hand, but met with the usual
hinderances and vexations that he had endured
both at home and abroad from his countrymen in
office. They did not dare, however, to oppose
him openly, clothed as he was with the King’s
authority, and having the reputation of being
in favour with the all-powerful Flemish ministers.
He demanded that a proclamation should be
made of the Royal Order which he was the

# « ] que muchos no quisie- | y librallos de las manos de sus
yon ver porque ya era por todas | matadores.”—Las Casas, Hist.
estus tierras odioso por saber | de las Indias, M8., lib. 3, cap.
que pretendia libertar los Indios | 156.
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bearer of: namely—that no one should dare to Boox IX.
injure or affront any of the natives of those Cb.6.
provinces which were within the limits granted
to the Clerigo Las Casas. If they did do so, it
would be at the peril of the confiscation of all
their goods, and even of their lives. This was
proclaimed in the usual manner, with sound of
trumpet, in the principal streets, the Admiral
and all the chief authorities being present.

He then demanded that, with the least pos-
sible delay, they should recal their fleet, dis- pgops o
continue the war, and cause their troops to quit s Csas

to coune
the territory which had been given in charge to teract

him. Again, they did not dare to refuse openly, éﬁ?ﬁf&:n_
but made answer that they were about to take

the matter into consideration: and many days

they spent in discourse about it without their
coming to any conclusion.

Meanwhile, a counter attack was very skil-
fully made by the Clerigo’s enemies, which term
probably included the whole population of the
colony, with the exception of a few private friends,
and of the Dominican monks or any other persons
in religious orders. There was a certain Biscayan
shipwright who had two vessels of his own that
Were constantly engaged in the Cubaguan slave-
trade, for so it may be called. This man no sooner
saw Las Casas and knew the business upon which
he had come, than, as the Clerigo expresses it, he
would sooner have seen the Evil One. Scanning
the ship of Lag Casas with all the ecritical dislike
of an tnemy, the Biscayan pronounced that it
was not Sea-worthy, and that it could not be made
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Boox IX. sea-worthy. Here was a subject for enquiry
Ch.6. which the authorities were willing should be
investigated without delay. The King’s subjects
must not be permitted to go in vessels that were
not sea-worthy. An examination was made, the
hostile shipwright being, according to the Clerigo’s
recollection, one of the persons appointed to ex-
amine. The body thus constituted condemned
the vessel, pronouncing it neither fit for naviga-
tion, nor capable of being made fit. *All this,” as
Las Casas declares, “was done to hinder the
business of the Clerigo, as being odious to all;
for all, both judges and official men, had a share
in the business of man-stealing.” By the con-
demnation of his vessel, Las Casas lost what
was worth to him 500 pesos of gold, and, what
were far more valuable at the present juncture,—
time, reputation, and the means of transit.
Meanwhile, Ocampo had reached the port of
Maracapdna, in the territory of Gil Gongalez,
where the Spaniard took a very crafty method*
of securing the chief men of that district. On
approaching the coast, Ocampo kept all his men
but a few of the sailors, under hatches. The
Indians, on hailing the vessels, enquired whence
they came, to which the Spaniards answered
“(Castilla.” The Indians shouted out * Hayti,
Hayti 77 The Spaniards again replied * Castilla,
“Castilla,” and made signs that they had wine and
other things from Spain to barter. The Indians,
thinking that they had to deal with Spaniards

% ¢ Muy gentil manera,” Ovizno calls it.
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who did not know of what had happened on that Boox IX.
coast, no longer hesitated to enter the vessels Ch-6-
and exchange goods. The Cacique himself, more
wary than his followers, remained in a boat near
to the vessel. But one of the sailors, who was an
excellent swimmer, let himself down by a rope,
sprung into the Cacique's canoe, plunged with
him into the water, and, stabbing him in several
places with a dagger, succeeded, with the help of
some other sailors, in carrying him to the vessel.
At the same time, a signal having been given on
board, the concealed Spaniards rushed on deck, .
and the Indians in the vessel were captured. Gil s
Gongalez and the principal chiefs were hung

from the yard-arm as an example of terror to the
Indians standing on the shore. Amongst these,

it is said, was the Cacique of Cumani. Now
Ocampo had on board the wife, or one of the
wives, of this Cacique, named Donna Maria, who

had been carried by Flores from Cubagua to
Hispaniola. The Spanish Commander gave her
liberty and set her on shore, and through her
means peace was ultimately restored between the
Spaniards and the Indians of that coast, but not

until Ocampo had thoroughly chastized the latter,

and captured many slaves ; carrying his incursions,

L observe, into that mountainous country, the
abode of the Tagares,* where Ojeda had bought

* “Pagsd 4 1a
Cumant ¢ 4 los 7%

g Lagares, é hizo  defendian por no ser presos.”—
o el o tierra, é prendié | Ovieno, Hist. Gen. y Nat., lib.
Shzhos .]f’d‘}’“ en diversas veggs, |19, cap. 4.

¢ justicié & los que le paresgid |

provingia de ' dellos, y otros maté, quando se
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Boox IX. his maize and had committed the crime which

Ch. 6.

Scheme
of the
audiencia,

caused the general rising of the inhabitants of
the Pearl Coast.

Las Casas soon learnt by the surest means
what was going on in his province of Cumand,
for, while he was endeavouring to adjust matters
with the authorities of Hispaniola, Indian slaves
were brought to St. Domingo, the first-fruits of
Ocampo’s campaigning. At this the Clerigo was
excessively indignant :—to use his own expressive
words—*  he went raging, and with terrible stern-
ness bore witness against this thing before the
audiencia,”* pouring out all manner of threats
against them. They thought it better to come
to terms with him, and for this purpose they
devised a plan which would not only remedy the
past, but from which they might hope for some *
profit in the future. This was to offer to become
partners with Las Casas in working out his
grant from the King. They sent for him and

Adopted by Ao L oA
e ¥ made their proposition. He listened favourably

to their terms; and it was finally agreed that
Las Casas should go to the territories assigned
to him; and that the expedition which had been
sent out under Ocampo should now be placed
under the Clerigo’s command. Accordingly, two
vessels were fitted out for him, and well pro-
visioned. Ocampo’s expedition consisted of three

- hundred men: out of them Las Casas was to

¥ “Viéndolos venir el Padre Clérigo, rabiaba, y con terrible
rigor lo detestava delante el Audiencia.” — Las Casas, Hist.
de las Indias, M8., lib. 3, cap. 156.




Ocampo’s Expedition. 185

choose a hundred and twenty, who were to be Book IX.
paid wages: the rest were to be sent back. ot

This agreement between the authorities of St.
Domingo and Las Casas took the form of a com-
mercial speculation. There was to be a company,
and the venture was to be divided into twenty-
four shares. The King was to have six shares Itsnature.
n the concern, the Clerigo and his Knights six
shares, the Admiral three shares, the Auditors,
the Treasurer, the Contador and other official
people, each a share. The means of profit were
to be found in pearl-fishing, exchanging trifling
commodities for gold, and making slaves, which
last was a great object, for the following reason.
Many of the principal persons in St. Domingo
had bands of slaves employed under mayordomos
in the pearl fishery at Cubagua; and human life
was swiftly exhausted in procuring these diseased
productions then so highly valued—the water
mines, if we may call them so, being quite as
injurious to the delicate Indian as the land ones.
A constant supply of slaves on the spot where
their services were most valuable, was much to be
desired,

This last mentioned means of profit was to be
provided for in the following manner. Las Casas
Was to ascertain what Indians in those parts were
cannibals, or would not be in amity and converse
Wiffh the Spaniards, or would not receive the
Falth'a,nd the preachers of it. Upon his pro-
nouncullg against the natives of any province
upon either of the above points, these people
were to be attacked by the hundred and twenty
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Boox IX. men under Ocampo, and were to be made slaves.

Ch. 6.

Death of
Pedro de
Cérdova.

Anybody who hoped that Las Casas would so
pronounce must, as he intimates, have been some-
what mistaken in their man.*

The whole of this business must have been
exceedingly distasteful to Las Casas; but he saw
no other way of accomplishing any part of his
object, and prudently availed himself of this.

Near at hand, there lay on his death-hed the
man who, of all others, would have sympathized
most with Las Casas in his efforts to civilize and
convert the poor Indians of the Terra-firma.
This was Pedro de Cérdova, who, at the early age
of thirty-eight, was now dying of consumption
in the monastery of St. Domingo, worn out by
the ascetic life he had led. We do not learn
whether Las Casas was able to consult *that
servant of God,” as he always calls him, about the
expedition; but, if he had done so, the dying
Father could but have given one reply, as any-
thing must have seemed advisable which pro-
mised to hinder the outrages which the men in
Ocampo’s expedition were inflicting upon the
natives of the Terra-firma.

Pedro de Cordova departed this life in May,

* “Y era tanta su ceguedad, | ribes 6 que comian carne humana,
que no advirtieron que habiendo | oyéndole afirmar que hacellos
andado cinco 6 seis afios el Cle- | aquellos esclayos era tiranfa, que
rigo (como todos sabian) traba- | asi engafiasen & si mismos, que
jando y muriendo, yendo y vini- | pensasen que el Clérigo habia de
endo & Castilla & Castilla, (sic in | ser causa de aquellas guerras,”’—
M8S.) porque no hiciesen esclavos, | Las Casas, Hist. de las Indias,
y los que tenian hechos los liber- | M8, lib. 3, cap. 156.
tasen, aunque fuesen de los Ca-
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1521.  We know, however, that he left one Boox IX.
worthy to succeed him in his office, for it is Ch 6.
mentioned that Antonio Montesino, already well-
known to the readers of this history, preached the
funeral sermon on his late prelate, taking for the
text, “ Behold, how good and how pleasant it is
for brethren to dwell together in unity.” This
resolute and noble monk, the especial friend of
the Indians, no doubt felt as his late prelate
would have done about the project of Las Casas.
Another motive, too, which would have ensured
the concurrence of Pedro de Cérdova, Antonio
Montesino, or any of the Dominican fraternity in
Hispaniola, with the plans of Las Casas was, that
in him they were certain of a protector to any
monastery they might found again at Chiribichi,
to replace the one which had been swept away
in the late outbreak of the Indians.

Meanwhile the provisions were put on board
the vessels intrusted to Las Casas by the audiencia
of San Domingo. These provisions consisted
of wine, oil, vinegar, and a great quantity of
cheese from the Canary Islands. He had orders
to go to the island of Mona, and take on board
elé?ven hundred loaves of cassava bread from the
King’s stores in that island. He was also well
provided with sea-stores of all kinds, and articles
of mex:chandize; and, everything being now .
ready, in J uly of that year he set sail from San sets sail,
Domingo. July, 1521,
. Having received his cargo of bread at the
island of Mona, he proceeded to Porto Rico for
the labourers he had left there. But, as might
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Boox IX. be expected, not a single man of them was to be

Ch. 6.

What had

become
of his
followers,

Reaches
the Terra-
firma.

Nueva
Toledo
founded.

found ; and the Clerigo had not even the comfort
of finding that his humble and simple followers
had been employed in the cultivation of the
earth, or in any good work, but he learnt that
they had enlisted with certain freebooters, whose
occupation it was to attack and pillage the
Indians. It requires a large experience of man-
kind before it is ascertained that gentle, simple,
and 1gnorant people are not the best persons for
keeping their words. It requires some training
of the intellect, or discipline of some kind, to
make men faithful and true. Had Las Casas
been enabled to bring out with him from Spain
real knights, men worthy of wearing golden
spurs, they might have been true to themselves
and to him. Now he was left to prosecute his
enterprize without any body of followers especi-
ally attached to him.

Nothing was to be done, however, but to
proceed in his voyage to the Terra-firma. When
he arrived there, he found, as might have been
foreseen, that Ocampo’s men were pillaging and
making slaves. They were in great want of pro-
visions, as the Indians fled before them : and, with-
out the assistance of the natives, the Spaniards
were never able to purvey adequately for them-
selves.*  Ocampo was busy founding a town
about half a league above the river Cumand,
which he called Nueva Toledo; but even if

* “8in ellos nunca los Espafioles por todas las Indias se vieron

hartos."—Las Casas, Hist. de las Indias, MS., lib. 3, cap. 157.

B 1
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it had been named New Seville, as Las Casas Boox IX.
humourously remarks, the men would not have
taken to it any the more. On the arrival of the
Clerigo, they all resolved to avail themselves of

the licence to return which had been granted
beforehand for some of them, and to go home,
having no fancy to continue with the Clerigo,

being weary of the country, and looking upon him oeampo's
as a bad captain for marauding expeditions. So ;“oi“sfa‘;l
fearful were they of being detained, that they %ith Las
would never come on shore all at once, but took

care to leave twenty men, whom they could
depend upon, in the ships.

Furnishing them with provisions for the

voyage, Las Casas allowed them to go, but
remained himself with a few servants and hired
labourers. The polite and witty Ocampo, as
might be expected from the feelings that one
gentleman would have for another, showed regret
at leaving the Clerigo in this deserted state; but
was obliged, nevertheless, to take his departure.
And now Las Casas, with his great projects, his
immense territory, his scanty resources, was in-
d.eed alone. Never, perhaps, was there a posi-
tion which the philanthropic part of mankind
would have regarded with more profound concern
and more solicitous apprehension.
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CHAPTER VIL

LAS CASAS ALONE IN THE LAND—RECEIVED IN THE

FRANCISCAN MONASTERY—TFATE OF HIS COLONY.

HE Dominican community, to whom of course
Las Casas would first have turned, had, as it
appears, been entirely swept away. The Fran-
ciscans, however, had returned, and they were
the sole nucleus of Christianity and of civiliza-
tion in that immense expanse of country, a
seventh part of the whole world. People are
often seeking for romance in all kinds of fiction;
but how really romantic such a situation as this
was! The light from that monastery, the sound
of its bell amidst the wilderness of idolatry,
what signs of hope they were—which angels
might have watched with unspeakable joy, and
yet with apprehension! It must have been no
little comfort to Las Casas, at this juncture,
to find that the Franciscans had already re-
paired the ruin which had fallen upon them,
together with the rest of the Spaniards in that
part of the country. These monks must have
re-established themselves under Ocampo’s protec-
tion; and it does not seem as if their monastery
could have suffered anything like the devasta-
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tion which had come upon the unfortunate and Boox IX.
equally innocent Dominicans. Ch. 7.
‘When the Franciscans heard of the Clerigo’s

arrival, they came out to meet him with great i
Joy, chanting a 7 Deum. Their little monas- e

tery was on the river-side,* “a cross-bow-shot”
from the sea-shore. It was constructed of wood
and thatched with straw; and it had a pleasant
garden with orange trees, vines, and melons in it.
Las Casas built a large storehouse adjoining the
Monastery, and there he stowed away his goods.
The first thing he did, was to convey his message
of peace to the Indians, which he accomplished
by means of Donna Maria (before mentioned as
the wife of the Cacique of Cumand), who knew
something of the Spanish language. Through f;ﬂ::;';ﬁ
this woman Las Casas informed the Indians that of o
he had been sent by the new King of Spain, and Indians.
that henceforth they were to experience nothing
but kind treatment and good works from the
Christians, as an earnest of’ which, he sent them
Some of the presents which he had brought from
Castille, to gain their friendship.

The founding of a colony is always one of the
most interesting things in the world; and it is
S}lrprizing that rich and powerful men in our own
times do not more frequently give themselves to
3}1011 splendid undertakings. But, in this par-
tlcu'lar case, the interest is doubled, from the
feeling that the leadoer is no mere adventurer and

has no private ambition, but is trying a great ex-

* The river Cumand, now called the Manzanares.
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Boox IX. periment for the good of the world. Moreover,
Ch.7. one is always curious to see a man in a position
which he has long sought for, where he has in

some measure to fulfil the day-dreams of his life.

The first proceedings of Las (Casas seem to have

been judicious; and, altogether, though this set-
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tlement at Cumand was but a little one, a mere
fragment of the great undertaking which Las
(asas had originally designed, still much might
have been hoped from it; if there had been no
Spaniards near to hinder the good work. Un-
fortunately, however, there was the island of
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Cubagua at a short distance from the coast, and, Boox IX.
as there was no fresh water there, the Spaniards, b7
engaged in pearl-fishing near that island, had Bniiirds
& motive for coming frequently to the river :bgf;‘fg“"‘
Cumand in the main land, which was but seven detriment.
leagues off.

Las Casas, thinking to have some curb upon
these Spaniards, engaged with a master mason at
the rate of ten ducats a month, to build a fort at
the mouth of the river; but the Spaniards of the
island, the “ apostles of Cubagua,” as Lias Casas
sarcastically calls them, soon perceived the drift
of the Clerigo’s building, and the builder was
bribed, or persuaded, by them, to desist from his
work. The visits, therefore, of the Spaniards to
the mainland were as uncontrolled as ever, The
Indians had no love for these visitors, but then
they brought wine with them, and this won over
even those Indians who had most distaste to the
Spaniards, And, just as a child cannot handle
with any safety the arms of a grown-up man, so
there ig always danger for a people when, without
fit, Preéparation, it comes to use the products of an
older state, whether it be strong wine, or a well-
compacted political constitution. To obtain this
&H-Seducing wine, which, or the like of which
h‘as €ver proved the subtlest and most destruc-
tive weapon against aborigines, clearing them off
as ﬁ're consumes the dry herbage of the prairie, the
Indiang brought gold and slaves to the Spaniards,
the slaves being youths and simple persons.

Of the light Way in which such simple persons

were made slayes among the Mexicans, and
VOL. 1, 2
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194 Indian Slavery.

probably among these Indians too, we have a
curious instance in the letter of Rodrigo de
Albornoz to the Emperor in 1525.% He says,
that « for very little things and almostin jest they
became slaves to one another,” and, as an instance,
he mentions that when he was once officially
examining some slaves, he asked one of them the
origin of his slavery,—whether he was the son of
slave parents, for instance; and the Indian re-
plied ¢ No, but that one day when they were in
the midst of their areitos, which is their festival,
a man was beating an afaval, which they use in
their feasts, like those of the Spaniards, and that
he wished very much to play upon it, and that
the owner would not let him without being paid
for it; as he had nothing to give, he said that he
would be his slave, and the other let him play the
instrument for that one day, and thenceforward
he was the other’s slave.” And Albornoz tells the
Monarch, that the existence of such light modes of
creating slavery is a thing to be considered * for
the sake of Your Majesty’s conscience as well as of
Your Majesty’s service.”

But to return to the Cubaguans.—There is no
doubt that their frequent communication with the

* < Dijo que 10, sino que un | le dar, dixo seria su esclavo, iel
dia que ellos estavan en sus otro le dejé tafier aquel dia, ide
areitos, que es su fiesta, tafiia | alli adelante quedd por su esclavo
uno un ataval que ellos usan | i despues le havia vendido tres 6
en sus fiestas, como los de  quatro veces."—Al EMPERADOR
Espafia { que le tomé gana de | Carros 5°. Roprico bE AvrBoR-
tafier en él, f que el duefio no | Noz, en Temistitan 4 15 de di-
ge lo quiso dexar tafier si no se | ciembre, de 1525.— Coleccion de
lo pagaba, i como él no tenia que | MuXoz, MS,, tom. 77.
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Indians of Cumand was likely to be fatal to the Boox IX.
plans of the Clerigo: and so he felt it to be. Ch 7.
Their conduct was a practical denial of his
message from the King. He went to Cubagua
and made most forcible appeals (requerimientos
lerribles) to the Alcalde there: but all to mno
effect. The chief monk of the Franciscans, Padre
Joan de Garceto, saw the matter in the same
light as Las Casas, and urged him to go to
St. Domingo and to appeal to the audiencia, in
order to provide some remedy for the evils arising
from the visits of the Cubaguans. Two vessels
were lading with salt, and the Clerigo, he said,
could go in one of them, which would be ready to
sail in a month. Las Casas did not see the need for ras cacas
his going; but the Franciscan Father was very ;g‘ﬁ"sdt“"
urgent about it. Every day they had mass and Domingo.
Prayers for inspiration in this matter, and dis-
coursed upon it after prayers. Father Garceto,
with true Flemish perseverance, never swerved
from his opinion, or from the same expression of
it, winding up the discourse by saying, “It does
not appear to me, Sir, but that you have to go
and seek remedy for these evils, in the cessation
of which so much is at stake.”*

But Las Casas was naturally very unwilling
to leave hig territory without the protection,
S}ight as it might be, of his presence; and, be-
sides, though this was a smaller matter, he had

* “No me parece, Sefior,
remedio de estos males en ¢y

Hist, de lag Indias, M8, 1

sino que vos habeis de ir 4 busear el
1ya cessacion tanto vi.’—Las Casas,
b. 3, cap. 157.
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196 Las Casas is persuaded

been entrusted with no small amount of merchan-
dize. He accordingly prepared two sets of papers:
—one being a memorandum naming Francisco
de Soto captain in the Clerigo’s absence, and
giving him the necessary instructions; and the
other being a despateh, in which an appeal was
made to the audiencia of St. Domingo for protec-
tion from the visits of the Spaniards at Cubagua.
This course left it open to Las Casas to change
his mind at the final moment of the departure of
the ships. At last the day came when it must be
decided whether Las Casas was to go or not.
Mass was said as usual, and the friends afterwards
took counsel together as they were accustomed;
when Father Garceto pronounced his unvarying
opinion—* Sir, you have to go, and by no means to
remain.”

Overcome by this perseverance on the part of
the Franciscan, which the Clerigo thought might
be an expression of the will of God, he yielded,
but still was not convinced. * God knows,” he
exclaimed, “how much I do this against my
judgment and also against my will, but I am
willing to do it, since it seems good to your
Reverence; and if it be an error, I would rather
err upon the opinion of another man, than suc-
ceed by taking my own. Wherefore I hope in
Grod that, since I do not do this thing for any
other intent than to perform my duty in that
which I have undertaken for His service, He
will convert even error into advantage.” Here-
upon we may remark, that a man seldom makes
so signal a blunder as when he acts exceptionally,
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and contradicts the usual tenour of his life and Boox IX.
character.  Las Casas was not wont to defer ©Ch 7.
much to other men’s opinions, and why he
should have given way to this good Franciscan,
who knew much less of the world than the
Clerigo did, is scarcely explicable, except upon the
ground that the Franciscan’s arguments were so
weak, and his opinion so strong, as to give an
appearance of mysterious significance to it, before
which a pious man like Las Casas would be more
likely to bow than to a well-connected train of
reasoning. However, the decision was now ar- s
rived at, and he set sail in the salt-carrying vessel quits bhis
bound for St. Domingo, having parted from the i
Franciscan monks with great grief on their part,
and he not being a man, as he well says, alluding
to his affectionate disposition, to feel less grief on
his part.*

Las Casas was not fortunate, perhaps not
wise, in his choice of agents. Francisco de Soto
Was a good and prudent man, but poor; and the
Clerigo assigns to this poverty all the evils which
De Soto was the cause of. The first thing after
the departure of Las Casas that Francisco de
Soto did, notwithstanding the express written
orders (a copy of which orders De Soto had =~
Signed) of his master to the contrary, was to send difat;b(:z—o
away the only two hoats the little colony had, ™"
to traffic for pearls, gold, and even for slaves, as

* .
Asi se partié con harto dolor de los Frailes, no siendo el

que €l llevaba menos.” — Lias Casas, Hist. de las Indias, MS.,
llb. 3, cgp_ ]57‘
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Boox IX.some believe. Now the Clerigo, aware to some

Ch. 7. extent of the temper of the Indians, had given
orders to De Soto, not on any account to send
away these boats, so that if he should perceive
symptoms of hostility in the Indians, he might
be able to embark the men and goods in these
boats, or the men at least, if there were not time
to embark the goods, and thus to save the little
colony. One of these boats was fitted with sails;
the other was a Moorish rowing-boat with many
oars, which the Indians in their language called
“the centipede,” and of which they were much
afraid.

The Indians had not had time to appreciate
the motives or the purposes of ILas Casas.
Nothing but evil had hitherto come to them from
converse with the Spaniards. The pearl-fishers
of Cubagua had not ceased to molest the natives
of Cumand ; and now, whether moved by former,
yet recent, injuries, or by new insults received
after the Clerigo’s departure; or whether, as he
also conjectures, they were by the decrees of
Providence not destined to receive the blessings
of the gospel, they resolved to make an onslaught
upon the settlement. Twelve days had not
elapsed since Lias Casas had sailed, before the
Em&t;gs ancis.can brotherhood discerned the symptoms
from the Of coming danger; and they asked Donna Maria
naiives: whether their suspicions were just or mnot, to

which, as some of her countrymen were present,
who might make out something of the conversa-
tion, she replied with her voice “No,” but with
her eyes she said “ Yes.”
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At this point of time a Spanish vessel touched Boox IX.
at the coast, and the servants of the Clerigo Ch-7.
begged to be taken on board; but, whether from
fear or malice, the masters of the vessel would
not listen to the request; and the little colony
was left to its fate.

The poor Franciscan monks and the Clerigo’s
lieutenantroamed about now in all the agony of fear
and indecision, endeavouring to find out, by going
from one Indian hut to another, when the blow
was to take place. On the fourteenth day after
the departure of Las Casas, they discovered that
the attack was to be made on the following
morning ; and then at last they resolved to
fortify the monastery and the adjoining store-
house. ~ With that purpose they placed round gy, Smis
the building the twelve or fourteen guns which iyt
they possessed; but on examination they found at, for defeuce.
this critical juncture that their powder was damp.

Early on the ensuing morning (this was now
the third day after warning had come to them
from the eyes of the kind-hearted Indian woman),
and while they were drying their powder in the g,
Sun, the Indians with a terrible war-whoop [udims
rushed down upon them. Two or three of the them.
Clerigo’s servants were killed at the first onset:
the rest, with the Franciscans, made good the
entrance to the monastery. The Indians, how-
ever, succeeded in setting it on fire. But fortu-
nately, there was a postern door that led into
the enclosed garden before mentioned, which was
swrrounded by a hedge of canes. Another door
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Boox IX.from the garden led out upon the bank of the

Ghat,

Flight
from the
monastesy.

river. At the moment of attack Francisco
de Soto happened to be in the Indian pueblo of
Cumand, which was situated on the sea shore, a
very short distance from the monastery. As
soon as he perceived what was going on, he fled
to the monastery, but in his flight was wounded
by a poisoned arrow. He succeeded, however, in
making his way into the garden with the other
Spaniards. At the distance of a “ stone’s-throw ”
there was a little creek, where the monks had a
canoe of their own which would hold fifty persons.
They gained this canoe, and pushed off down the
river, while the Indians thought they were being
burnt in the monastery. The number of persons
in the canoe was about fifteen, or twenty, includ-
ing all of Las Casas’s servants and all the
Franciscan monks, with the exception of one lay-
brother, who at the first war-whoop of the In-
dians had fled, and thrown himself into a bed of
canes. He now made his appearance high up
upon the bank: his friends in the boat did their
utmost to get to the place where he was, but the
stream was very strong against them. He, poor
man, very nobly made signs to them, not to
attempt to return; and they left him to his fate.
All this must have taken some time, and the
Indians now caught sight of the boat. Instantly
they manned a light boat of their own, lighter
than the canoe, called a piragua, set off in pursuit,
and soon gained upon  the Spaniards, whose
object was to pull for the port of Araya, two
leagues and a half across the gulf (of Cariaco).
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They pulled as men pulling for their lives, but Book IX.
the swift piragua still gained upon them; and 7
they had not proceeded more than a league, when
they saw that their only chance was to take to the
shore again, and throw themselves into one of
the dense beds of cactus with which that coast
abounds. The piragua and the canoe landed not
“a quoit’s-throw” from each other. Happily Ratae
there was time enough for the Spaniards to take %f the )
refuge amongst the cactuses, pervious to despair, o
but otherwise hardly to be penetrated by a fully-
armed man. The Indians were naked, and
though they made great efforts to get at the
Spaniards in this “thorn fortress,” they could not
do so,* though they were at one time very near to
them, so near that Father Joan Garceto lived to
tell Las Casas,—how one Indian was close upon
him, and lifted up his club (macana) to kill him,
and the Father bent his knees, and shut his eyes,
and raised his heart to God; but when he looked
up, there was no one. Finally, in the course of the
next day, they got to their countrymen’s ships.
De Soto died of the wounds which he had
received, as the arrows were poisoned. The other
Servants of Las Casas, all but the two or three who
Perished at the first onset, together with the Fran-
ciscans, arrived in a short time at St. Domingo.

All this happened in little more than a fort-

——

dG*IOEY'céﬂm? los Indios eran, | Frailes. Y parece que habia

il pi s & las cabe-za.s3 des- | tanta espesura que no pudieron

i estubieron muchu-tlempo menearse.” — Lias Casas, Hist.

ok gar aquella poca distancia | de las Indias, MS., lib. 3, cap.
onde estaban los Seglares y | 158.
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Boox IX. night after the Clerigo’s departure. Meanwhile,
Ch. 7. he himself had been carried by the ignorance of

Las Casas
learns the
fate of his
colony.

his mariners far beyond the port of St. Domingo:
he had to waste two months in beating against
contrary currents; and finally he landed on
another part of the island of Hispaniola. As
he was travelling thence to St. Domingo in com-
pany with other persons, and they were taking
their siesta on the bank of a river, and he was
asleep under a tree, a party from the city came
up to them, and, being asked the news, said that
the Indians of the Pearl Coast had killed the
Clerigo Bartolomé de Las Casas and all his
household. Those who journeyed with the
Clerigo said, *“ We are witnesses that that is im-
possible.” While they were disputing, Las Casas
awoke to hear this news; and, versed in mis-
fortune as he was, this must have been the most
fatal intelligence he ever received, and the most
difficult to bear, for, though he was sure enough
that some of it was untrue, yet he could easily
divine that some terrible disaster had happened
to his little colony. Afterwards, he came to
look upon the event as a judgment upon him for
having acted in company with men whose only
object had been self-enrichment, saying, *that
though God uses human means to bring about
his ends, yet that such helps (edminiculos) are not
needed for preaching the gospel.” ¢ Still,” as he
urges on the other side, “if he was in such haste
to accept the offer of the audiencia, it was but to
prevent the slaughter and destruction which
Ocampo’s expedition was occasioning.”
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Meanwhile, in great anxiety to hear the Boox IX.

whole of the bad news, he approached the city
of 8t. Domingo, and when near there, some
“good Christians,” friends of his, came out to
meet and console him, offering him money, even
as much as four or five thousand ducats, for a
new attempt to colonize.

But none was to be made: and here, not
without much regret at such an ending, we take
leave of any further hopes from the Clerigo’s
noble attempt at colonization; and must content
ourselves with being rejoiced that he returned in
safety from the Indians of the Pearl Coast, who
little knew the disservice they had been doing to
their ill-fated race, in thrusting away from them
its greatest benefactor.

Ch. 1.



CHAPTER VIII.

LAS CASAS BECOMES A DOMINICAN MONK—
THE PEARL COAST IS RAVAGED.

Boox IX. THE transactions narrated in the preceding

Lh & chapter did not pass without much comment,

Comments and, amongst other comment, that of contem-

f,ﬁf;ﬂzﬁm porary hlston ans, who have given a most unjust

and inaccurate version of the whole affair. It

affords them great amusement to talk of the

“ smock-frock soldiers ” of the Clerigo, and of the

labourers dressed like Knights of Calatrava; but,

as we have seen from his own account, which he

says is “the pure truth” (lz verdad pura), none of

these labourers went to Cumand, and, if they had

gone there, it was not from their body that the

knights were to have been chosen. There were

also other statements made by these historians

equally false, which Las Casas takes the pains of
refuting. %

If the writer of this narrative may be per-

mitted to fancy himself addressing Las Casas

(and a fearful consideration it is, that historical

writers and the people they write about may

some day be brought into each others’ presence),

he would say, “ You need not have spent so many

pages of your valuable history in confuting what
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has been written on the subject of your expedi- Boox IX.
tion, with manifest ill-nature, by Gomara, or, in ‘8
the spirit of mere worldliness, by Oviedo. But el
I should like to suggest to you (having been author to
made wise by the event), that, when you had s ™
once collected this body of labourers together, ;7o
and had brought them to Porto Rico, you should
not have let them disperse; but, instead of going
to the awdiencia at St. Domingo (never likely
to be friendly to you), to prevent the ill effects of
Ocampo’s expedition, you should have accom-
panied him at once to Cumané.

“It was certain that his expedition would
render the Indians intolerant of your designs;
and you could hardly hope to be in time to check
his proceedings by orders from St. Domingo.
Besides, according to your own account, Ocampo
was a witty, gracious, agreeable man, an old friend
of yours; and had you accompanied him on the
voyage, and told him the real feelings of powerful
people at court, and then addressed such offers of
personal advantage to himself, as I think you
might have made, you would perhaps have gained
him over. Then at the head of your two or three
hundred colonists, and with your own vessels
and outfit, you would have been more powerful
than you ever were afterwards, though armed
with letters from the audiencia. 1 speak, as 1
said before, with all the easy wisdom gained by
knowing the event; and am aware of the foolish-
ness of most criticism upon action. Moreover, 1
can thoroughly understand your aversion to bring
our great scheme into any contact with what was
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Boox IX. avowedly an avenging, and was likely to be a
Ch. 8. marauding, expedition.

“T forbear to dwell much upon your rare and
unfortunate modesty in yielding to the advice of
Father Garceto, and forsaking your little colony,
at a time when the presence of one earnest and
vigorous man was worth a wilderness of orders
from the audiencia, which, as you must have
known, lost some of their force in every league
that they were borne from the centre of authority,
until at last in the Zanos, or the forests, of the
Terra-firma, these missives were little better
than so much waste-paper.”

From the molestation of such remarks, in
which, however, eriticism is meant to be tempered
Las Casas Dy profound respect, Las Casas was, in all pro-
‘I’{‘fﬁrgmo}ﬂiz bability, quite free. He wrote to the King, to
misfortue. (fardinal Adrian (by this time advanced to the
Papacy, though Las Casas did not know it), and
to his other Flemish friends, to tell them what
had happened; and then waited until their
answers should arrive from Spain.

His thoughts at this period of his life must
have been very bitter,—crowded with infinite
regrets, and full of fearful anticipations. The
prize that had been ever hovering before him was
so great—the safety and pacification of vast ter-
ritories and numerous populations:—the hin-
derances that had fatally thwarted him were so
disproportionately, so malignantly small. The
truth is, that for great enterprizes, and even in
the conduct of common life, it seems as if two
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souls were needed: the one to watch, while the Boox IX.
other sleeps; one to do the worldly work, the Ch. 8.
other the spiritual; and each to cheer the other
with a perfect sympathy. Had Las Casas met
with but one man having a soul like his own,
who would have been a real lieutenant to him,
the obstacles in his way, fearful as they were,
might have been doubled, and yet his end have
been attained. But what could be hoped from
men like Berrio or De Soto, who manifestly pos-
sessed none, or next to none, of the spirit and
intelligence of their leader?

Harmonious conjoint action was then, as it
is now, the greatest difficulty in the world.

Happily, there is an end to all things.
Human endeavour ends in conquest, or in defeat,
and, in case of either being carried to an extreme,
1s apt to sink into insensibility. There is the
swooning limit to mental, as well as to bodily,
endurance. It is most picturesque, and seems
grandest, when this is the death-swoon; and
when a man’s good fortunes, his energies, and his
life all unite in falling down together before some
great calamity., And, if such had now been the
¢ase with the heroic Clerigo, it could have been no
matter of surprize to any one who had traced
his career up to this fatal period.

~ Of his power to endure and to persevere, the

history of th