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Fernando de Almeida as born at Lisbon
about 1459. He as sent to Rome b the
King Joiio the cond and to France as
nuncio. He was successively Bi hop of
Ceuta and of ever. H died about 1500.









ORATIO

GRATIO

[Rome? Johann Besicken and Sigismund

Mayr? ca. 1493?]

I

[Dedication, beginning:] I lOA I Collation

SECV DO PORTV I GALLIE REGI
. f[ I ]-v°j[ I]. -[Oration beginning:]

I Ad Alexandrii. vi. Pont. Max.
f[2]-vOf[4].

[4] f· 21.8 X 15.2; leaf, 21.2 x 14.6; text,
15 x 9.1 cm.

[Unmarked signature]4

Roman type, two sizes, 27 lines to a full
page; 0 running title; 0 catchwords;
Initials two sizes (M and S, reproduced);
Watermark: column (?)

This oration was delivered by Femando ote

de Almeida, envoy from King John of
Portugal, probably on the occasion of pre-



2 L EID

senting his obedience to the Pope, Alex­
ander the Sixth. At about this same time,
Spain presented her obedience through her
ambassador, Bemardino de Carvajal in his
Oratia. The latter mentions the islands
newly discovered by Columbus. Harrisse
translates from Cancellieri with regard to
these two orations and to the controversy
between Spain and Portugal, decided by
the Pope's Demarcation Line,

" ''What mark of gratitude could those
two sovereigns give which should have been
proportionate to the great benefits divided
between them by a trait of the most
magnanimous and liberal disinterested­
ness; the thought even never entering
Alexander VI's mind to reserve the least
possession in America for the Holy- See,
although they had selected him as the
umpire in that great controversy? The
remembrance has been preserved of the
Solemn Obedience sworn to in a public
Consistory by Ferdinand d'Almeida Am­
bassador of John II and Bemardin de
Carvajal in the name of Ferdinand and
Isabella . ' "





trAd AlexanclrG.yi.Ponr.Max.Perd:de
Almeidaelcai Ecc1ieSeptin:& Sereniss:
Io.n.RegisPortugallieoratorisOranoe

Oc:ratan fapiCtiffimu ilium hominem
(fihomo illeapplidusefl: qui uniUCl'Ir, philofophi, parcns:omnium philoro

phorudeus:atcp mecis diuineinterpres:acnuncius
habit9 :)dicere folitii 1~m9 paterBeatiss: ab uno
hoie uqumopus honent:fane:atcp fcelioler pafil
ci POlfe: Plura uero~ab uno neefatis rede peragi:
& temerarii elfe telbcur.Cuius pr~claram:& bral
deatam fencCbtici mecii ipre penfitas:uereor ne tel
mcrr:&impudccer:alieazdiedplinre:ac racre theo
logia: nudii~ adidus perdifflcile: & abfolutiffimi
Oratoris,puinciaaggrelfus in prentia uidcarl Ac
cedebatetia illud quod llelme folu.m ab hocoridi
muntre deterrere poterat Augulliss:tui numinis
cOrpectus prSidiss: at'J huius racratiss:Senacus
ueneridus ci5relfus. VerG has rones rola inuittiffi
mi nollri Regis uicit:& fuperauit auCloritas:Cul
ius irnperium omninoretJuere:Cuius uolumati:&
nucui: non obtemperare:necego polfem: neccgo fi
poffem uoluerim.Vt igit'ad rem j pam,ppiusa«e
damus:& nerap~tiffimas aures uras: nirDio£ani
dioafficiamus:Sereniss.Ioannis reaidi Luficano,t
Regis inuitlilfuni midata dediuina itla tua etea
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Facsimiles: f[ 1] and f[ 2] Facsimiles

Good copy

In modem vellum binding

Manchester. ]. Rylands; unich. *S.B.; Ot~ec

Oxford. Bodleian; Paris. B. copies

Barbosa Machado knew of a copy,
printed on vellum belonging to Doutor
Nicolao Francisco Xavier da Sylva, Aca­
demico Real. Rarrisse mentioned one in
the possession of Pope Pius the Sixth.

Barbosa achado; Census; Gesamtkat. References

1553; Rain *863. Rarrisse 12; °Pellechet
549; Proctor 3986.
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