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PREFACE

BIOGRAPHICAL PREFACE

Fernando de Almeida was born at Lisbon
about 1459. He was sent to Rome by the
King, Jodo the Second, and to France as
nuncio. He was successively Bishop of
Ceuta and of Nevers. He died about 1500.










@IOANNI SECVNDO PORTV
GALLIE REGI INVICTISSIMO

- AC PIENTISSIMO FERD: DE AL
MEIDA ELECTVS SEPTIN: DIy
CATISSIMA SVE MAIESTATIS
CREATVRA PERPET. FOELICIs

: ¢ J TATEM-, :

== Aonum & mee omnino profeffioni
‘g \g/ % in%?il:atum munus:illudgg ornatiss:
. ‘% é\J ; quo me nuper inter alios maieftatis
(AU '

8| tuesadfum: Pont-Alexan.vi-clariffi
mos Oratoress exornari placuit: Inuictiss-Rex:ac
piiffimd tue celfitudinis menté:quoadpotui: quan
tagilla is patiebaf anguftia: ndtamenut
dicebatsincu tam::ﬁ:hac ieiuna oratione abfolui~
Nam obfecro quis eft:qui & chrifti rerum omniix
opificis:fumma illud imperii:& Vicarii eius dige
nitatéznon enarsare folum:uerum etiam mente ipa
concipere poflet¢ Tuas etiam laudes: titulos: hono
res:& merita quis etiam:®& differtiss-orator:nondi

cam extolleresfed enarrare pro ipfismeritis poflee
Igi€ (i hecrecte metieris: quod tue nd potuifle ma
ieftatis defideriofatiffacer :fpero imbecillitati mee-
ueniam largiturd-Namfepenumero ut apud deit
ipfum animaduertimustn tam acuratis adordrici

precibus:g innocgtiasfide:ac ueneration quadd I




ORATIO

ORATIO

[Rome? Johann Besicken and Sigismund
Mayr? ca. 14937?]

[Dedication, beginning:] | € IOANNI
SECVNDO PORTV | GALLIE REGI
7 . fl1]-2°f[1).—[Oration beginning:]
| € Ad Alexandrii. vi. Pont. Max.
fl2]-0°fla).

[4] f. 21.8x 15.2; leaf, 21.2 X 14.6; text,
1 X'g.10m,

[Unmarked signature]*

Roman type, two sizes, 27 lines to a full
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This oration was delivered by Fernando
de Almeida, envoy from King John of
Portugal, probably on the occasion of pre-
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Notes




ALMEIDA

senting his obedience to the Pope, Alex-
ander the Sixth. At about this same time,
Spain presented her obedience through her
ambassador, Bernardino de Carvajal in his
Oratio. The latter mentions the islands
newly discovered by Columbus. Harrisse
translates from Cancellieri with regard to
these two orations and to the controversy
between Spain and Portugal, decided by
the Pope’s Demarcation Line,

“ ‘What mark of gratitude could those
two sovereigns give which should have been
proportionate to the great benefits divided
between them by a trait of the most
magnanimous and liberal disinterested-
ness; the thought even never entering
Alexander VI’s mind to reserve the least
possession in America for the Holy- See,
although they had selected him as the
umpire in that great controversy? The
remembrance has been preserved of the
Solemn Obedience sworn to in a public
Consistory by Ferdinand d’Almeida, Am-
bassador of John II, and Bernardin de
Carvajal in the name of Ferdinand and
Isabelln Y
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@ Ad Alexandrii.vi.-Pont.Max Ferd:de
Almeida electi Ecclie Septifi:& Sereniss:
Io«II.Regis Portugallie oracoris Oratios

i Ocratem fapiétiflimii illum hominem
nvé| (i homoille appladuseft qui uniuers

S22 (e philofophig parens:omnium philofo
phoriideus:atq métis diuine interpres:ac nuncius
habit® 1) dicere (olitii legim® pater Beatiss: abuno
hoie unumopus honefte:(ane:arq feeliciter perfiy
ci pofle: Plura ueroab uno necfatis recte peragis
& temerarii efle teftatur.Cuius preclaram:& bras
Cteatam [ententid mecd ipfe penfitas:uercor ne tes
mere:& impudéter:alienz difci plina:ac facre theo
logiz ftudiisadictus perdifficilé: & abfolutiffimi
Oratoris puincid aggrellus in plentia uidear: Ac
cedebatetid illud quod uel me folum ab hoc oradi
munere deterrere poterat Auguftiss:tui numinis
cofpectus pf Sdctiss: atqs huius facratiss:Senatus
ueneradus cofeffus- Vert has rones fola inuiciflx
mi noftri Regis uicit:X [uperauit auctoritas:Cus
ius imperium omninorenuere:Cuius uoluntati:&
nutui: non obtemperare:nec cgo poflem: necegofi
poflem uoluerim-Vtigi¢ad remipam ppiusacce
damus:& ne fapientifiimas aures uras: nimio fafti
dioafficiamus: Sereniss-Ioannis (eciidi Luficanog:
Regis inuictiflimi mddata de diuina ifta tua crea



ORATIO 3

Facsimiles: f[1] and f[2] Facsimiles
Good copy
In modern vellum binding

Manchester. J. Rylands; Munich. *S.B.;| Other
Oxford. Bodleian; Paris. B. N. S

Barbosa Machado knew of a copy,
printed on vellum, belonging to Doutor
Nicolao Francisco Xavier da Sylva, Aca-
demico Real. Harrisse mentioned one in
the possession of Pope Pius the Sixth.

Barbosa Machado; Census; Gesamitkat.| References
1553; Hain *863; Harrisse 12; °Pellechet
549; Proctor 3986.
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